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A Compleat and Compendiogy- 


CHURCH- HISTORY: 


SHEWING 

How it hath been from the nectands 

of the World, to this preſent Day. 

Being an Hiſtorical Narrative , 
How the Power and Providence of 


G UM 


confounded all the Dviniedlh Plots of the 


DEVIL 


To which is ANNEXED 


A Scripture-Prophecy: 


FORE-SHEWING, 


the ſſ ORLD. 


| According to his Promiſe, hath hitherto q: 


How it ſhall be Hence to the End of |. 2 


/The Whole containing the Quinteſſence of: $2« | | 


cred Civil, and Ecclefiaſtice Writers 3 and ſerving | 

| : h— the Books in the Bi- 
ble , both Hiſtorical and 

With a POEM againſt Popery, November 17. 


briſtopber Wig, Mini- 
ſter of- the Goſpel in Flee _ 
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/ fe To-the Right Honourable .: 
Sir Par rents Wand, 
Lord Mayor-of: LONDON: 


My Lord, a - 
PER Hi Manual Map (or [. Vade , 
\--: Mecum] Globe} may it pleaſe 
IJ! you to t7.( as that, great. Em 

| gl peror did an bandful , of Water 
| from-bhim who had no better to be- 
1.7 flow) deſigned to corroborate, not. 
to interrupt, you in your. moſt arduous Aﬀairs, 
which your double Capacity ( both as the Honou- 
rable Head of this great Metropolitan City, and 
as an Honourable Member of the great Connci/ 
of the Kingdom ) doth unavoidably oblige you 
unto., Tour Lordſhip may. hete ( as in'a Land- 
Skip ) behold a marvelous:Model of the great 


| World top-full of Fonders ( from the foundation 


of it, to its conſummation ) through the various 
Tranſaiions of Man, the little world. Tie won- 
derfulneſs of the World may well be illuſtrated 
by fit Similitudes , as "tis compared (1.) to an 
Ant-hill of Emmets , all in an haſty and hurry- 
ing metion Fd as af concern'd in weighty matters 
with their Wind-Egg)) ſome forward, js back- 


ward, and ſome both, traverſing their way, Fer. 
2.23-and oft juſtling one againjt another, {2,)T0 
an Hive full of Bees ( 4s bruſie an Inſeft or Animal 

Sk, | ons 


— 


The Epiltle Dedicatory. : 
po out ſave tp - Dhth all btr work, 
 by& light onely, and, zot. by . Mqon-ſhinC #1ſo, as / 
the vther doth ) whett aflatiked by (+ ErIO | 
the Drones, ob how bufie be every Bee, as in pro- 
viding, ſo in protecting ber Howſe ! and how 
daring is the Drone to win what he never wrought 
for ! We may well judge David's Adverſaries 
were fuch idle and inſolent Drones, which came 
about him like | droniſh | Bees, to rob him of bis 
Sacred and Civil Right, Plal.118.12. (3.) To ' 
a Pool full of Bubbles, ſame bigger, and ſome leſ- 
ſer; all puff d up and filPd with a little Air or 
Breath, and toſſed to and fro with the Wind for a 
little while then break'they aſunder, and return to 
their"original Vapours. Sic tranſit gloria Mundi. 
So the' Scheme ( or Mathematical Figure )) of 
worldly Glory C which is but a Phancy rather no- 
tional than real ) paſſeth away, 1 Cor.7.31. All 
the Rozal Pomp King Apgrippa came in, is calPd 
my eavlevizs a great phancy, Ad. 25. 23. . My 
Lord, this pcxaeider, or little Volume, containeth 
in it a brief Account of the whole World, and of 
tbe Church in the World, from the firſt Age to the 
Laſt, ( as all Homer was conprin in a Nutſhel )) 
wherein your Lordſhip may obſerve the ſame Tragi- 


Comedies atied oft over by new Adors, new 
Vizardt.and new Theatres, yet the ſame Scene,the 
ſame Defigne re-aſſumed, and ſtill the great God 
over-rieling all ( all along ) for the greateſt good. 
Aiftory 24 of ſuch excellent xſe, that ſome do dare 
(and not doubt) to ſay, Men are more behol den 

$57 VIE to 


The Epillle Dedicatoty. 


- Writers thereof, than to. moſt others. (that aye 
not ſacred). yea, next te _ that __ thoſe 
excellent Works they write bath in 
it many Excellencies, as (T) Tis a yes ucd and 
contigiious: Kalendar . of Perſons and Places, of 
Things and Timer, which hath its Critical days, 
, —_ ws the whole truth 
oli me Tangere} or Reftra; 
3) 2) *Ti a. Chryſial Mixrour, or Chrii axFI 
ng-glaſs, which gives moſt clear Reflediions how 
>>; governs the World ,: and by Church tt the 
World; h how Divine Providence ovet-ſways Hue 
maneARiqns,managing them to admirable Ends, 
and to-wnex merges Events ſometimes even quite 
contrary to #be Actors intentions : Homo propo- 
nit, Deus diſponit 3 Man purpoſeth one thing, 
but God diſpoſeth another. ( 3 ) *Tis afevere 
puniſher, pre He ns of Vice; as it 
-repreſents aged Folly and antient Impiety to be ( as 
pra ) ri. green, and freſh, ot, Ariat 
Poſterity, nat ſuffering. it to. die, much leſs to. 
buried in the Grave of Oblivion. - (4) Tis a libe- 
al Rewarder, and fo'a:Preferver of roo 
it retains in remembrance the worthy \ ks of 
wonderful Hers's far folowingImitati, eb,6.12 
for though4heir perſons. be dead and gone; a3 Mor- 
tal, yer their famous Fas are: wer gent or 'the 
ſtroke of Death as irnitiortal, ſeeing / Uig wot, 
rok fe + Iive in Hiſtory, '& S's 1.4.tulty 
of-Charch-and State, by whoſe 
prong they (hoc ) my be molded, ne 1 
- au 


T 4 'Yy + 4 wo Ws x 
"Fhe Epiftle Dedicatory. 
* and dintabned, yea (in caſe of defeltion) reformed ac- 
cording © to. the beſt. Patterns recorded 'in! Hiſtory. "Tis 
. very £3443" Lord) theze ave fome Hiſtory>Tinkers who 
make more. holes than they,mend ; but 'in_.this Chyrch- 
Hiſtory, your Loraſbip may diſcirs every Malady of phe 
Chuvth (made by mer) bac its ifetual Remedy, and 5 
mendet by.God.' Here'z preſented z*ProſÞift that'the 
Church (through ber.Champion):15 alone invanciblh, for the 
Lord of hoſts bath an Avmy, of Horſe above This Angels) 
and his Infantry of Foot below (all ſublunary Creatures) 
+0 fight for ber. and-ber ſtrong Redeemer (ſtroyger than 
Sampſon who #unbindg'4'the Gates of Gaza, Fidg:16:$) 
bath ſo hur[.d\the Gates of Hell fron off their hindges;that 
all-its power and policy canngr prevail againſt her, Mat. 
TS.t8. - The Papiſ C dnonif; call their Pope the Syn, & 
their Emperour the Moon'; ler #t be ſo, yet the Church's 
Champion:hath charged\ the Sutt nct''ro hurt Nis' Church 
by Day, par the Moan by.,Night, Pſal.1 24:6: yet doth be 
command the Stars. to fight in their courles agajni 
Rome's inſd{eut Siſera's, Fudg. 5. 20 till all his _ be- 
= nei /- 1 ng which loweft platt-is fitteſt for them : 
Crift will dever givt suer Conquering bis foes, Hl: be hath 
ptr down all .contrary-pome!, 3:Cor.15.24,25:\ ard buil- 
ding his. Church, t3{{ he hath laid the rggeſtone thereof, 
crying Grace, Grace ynto it, Tech-4.9:" My Lord, you 
&re one of Gods Terubbabels yy Bnilders, be hath leveſd 
one) afs hich Mountains vf Babyloh (by 4 fuft Condem- 
aatiqn) þffFrt-y0u, aud jv jdye time may take down the 

3,,0n61y bo ſtrong ax of good courage, cc. 3 Chrg. 
28.7%: Tau Lordhs began worthily in your Excelleng 
SPeRary mv ©£/635an,' tor to-an Univerſal Satizfafti- 
ow) (Nhagoodiband: of Gaw-bv\ ape you, that yau mzy'go 
on PE execlient Ats,.0i the Glory of\ the;latrer 
houts 4 eed, that of the.tormer.. . The Spirit of Powey 
an, nd Mind; be in you; te Reeey $094 with- 
in, anFthe-Power of God without, be yout.* 112 Gard 
dayly; (and that you! Mayitbs avthe Signtvt of Gals right | 
hand, is the maſti bearty Brayenof | th Ny 
Ih ' * _ _ Your molt Humble Orator, 
5D CHRISTO NESS 
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PREFACE 


11'S a moſt ſacred and undenyable 
Truth , that { Zomem Raſhang le 
cladik. ] The Wicked Plotteth. a- 
gainſt the Righteous. , The Mouth of 
the Lord ( the God of Truth) hath ſpoken it, 
Pſal. 37.12. This is the Churches Melad 
in all the Ages of the World; it hath been 
in times paſt, (both before the Flood, and after 
It, under the Law, and urider the Goſpel,)' ic 
is ſoin time preſent, and it will be ſo for time 
to come , until time ſhall be no more. And 
"tis as facred and certain a Truth, That' the: 
Lord langbs all thoſe Plots to nothing, verl; 134 
This is the Churches Remedy. Dew Videt, 
Ridet, God looks and laughs, he laughs them 
to ſcorn; 3 when he looks that their day js co- 
ming , ,cyen their diſmal day, whercin they 
ſhall be ſlain with their own Sword, verl. 14, 
15, 17. and fall by their own Counſel ( though 
no Hand be. upon them,) Pſal. 5. 9, 10. Now 
while God laughs at the Plots of the Wicked, 
( both to diſgrace the Plotters, and to degrade 
their Plots.) God's People. have little cauſe to 
cry 3 eſpecially conſidering that their' God is 
| loath 'to laugh alone,. and* therefore he tells 


« _ them of a time wherein they (hall ﬀhugh ( with 


"a 


a_—>_— 


A 4 ,: him) 
ng hn 
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him) at their over-witted, .and over-power'd 


Adverſaries,Pſal.$2.6:. The Cauſe of the Wic- 


hed Plytting #gainft tbe Righteous ja all Ages, is . 
Twofold , The Firſt is | Canufa eporyyh» or | 


| the Inward Cauſe; to wit, The Old Enmity 
- which, the Fall of Man brought ( Judigially ). 
betwixt the two'Seeds, Gen. 3. 1 } Ever fince 
there 'hath been a boiſterous and bloody, Piſ- 
poſition (running all along in the black Line of 
a carnal Generation) in all the Seed of the Ser-, 
pent, againſt the Seed of the Woman; This En- 

mity had there its beginning 3 but if ſhall never. 
have .an ending until the World ,endeth ; yea, 

it may be calld an Eternal Enmity.: | « parte 

poſt. th ugh not [ parte ante | for as the Angels 

ark the Souls of men had a b ginning,but ſhall 

neyer, have an end: So this Curſed* Enmity 
Ghich had its beginning ar the Faſt) will 
continue beyond this Wold even in the World: 
to come. As long as evil Angels and. damned 
Souls continue in Hell; (which. ſhall be for c- 
ver) ſo long will this Enmity continue'in them 
apainſt the glorious Angels and glorifi'd” Saints, 


us *tis a bottomleſs, boundleſ5,and endleſs En- . 
mity. The Second Caule is | Canſa epygripripe ] 
r, the Outward Cauſe why the Wicked Plot, 
&c.. js,,the Malignant Adverfary of Mankind, 
he Devil, ſo called Quaſi, [Do Evil, j xft, He,” 
1s their Father, and. they are his Chil ren, and 
the Luſts of their, Father bey will (ard, inſt ). 
Jo, Joh»8.44- 21y, Be is their Lord, and they 


The PAEFACE. | 


are his Vaſſals, and they will (and muſ}) 
his Errands. Yea, 31 He is theit Gold, Bo: 
4-4-2 nd th hey arc his Creatures. Arid * AS 
. Caf t OD tin of. che World) did' bitt 

the ol and it was done ; 3 Soif theNevil (1 Jn, 
the Converſation of the Wicked) do bat (pea 
the word, hold vp his finger, His, Witti ny EI one-3, 
He leads i them Captive at bis Wal, 2 Ti = YM 's, 
He leads theih like { Dog in'a ftritig Inch en, 
he pleaſes,yet hangs them up at laſt (I 

"everlaſting Gibbits in Hell , whe they, 
thng and, howl as Dogs, k of never die 
which'if Tertwllian's Character [, Seſſorem_ ba- 
bent Diabolum be added,” Then 41y. Heis th 
Rider, and they are his Aiﬀes; which he. rh Ics 
upon, whipping and ſparrin them (as Bg Ba 
did his. Aſs.) 25 if riding Poſt to mee Kb 
own Deſtruction: And (as faith the Þr 
They muſt needs go (yea, gallop) whom he wrt 
drives , eſpecially ſuch as ( with the Man inthe 
Goſpel”) have a wholg Legion of Devils m. 
on; ſuch wicked ones. ith the Gadares's 
$), do; run violently @ doyon moſt ſteeh places, 


ep Praces 
pl defi lperate PrecIPices, until ( th 
f : 
[ 
Fly 


Th be chaaked in the, deep, Pit of Hell Mat, 

Now as pang As there be the.ſ; ſame. Origi 2 
Corruptions in wicked men(while this | Ps 

evil World laſts) to be drawn walege ot 
fame'Devil( who hoſoowa R's = 


can neyer become one) $0 dr raw (6 


praved Diſpoſition , lo, omg, Hers 


Ek 


The PREFACE. 
wicked plotting and. practiſing againſt. the 
Church * Godin the World. * olomon ſaith, 
There is no new thing under the Sun \, the thing - 
that bath been, it is that which ſhall be, Eccleſ.1. 
9,10. And the Apoſtle telleth us, As it was 
then , he that was born after the Fleſh, perſecuted 
bim that was born after the Spirit, ( as Iſhmael 
did Iſaac) even ſo it ts now, Gal, 4.29. Paul 
faith, It is. ſo xow in my days; And we may 
ſay, It iseven ſo now in our days ; 'It was ſo 
then, it is ſo now, and it will be o for ever ; 
ſolong as. there be any wicked in the'World, 
and the old Man-ſlayer to ſet them'on, who is 
that Evil Spirit which worketh (as the Artificer 
doth'in his Shop ) in the Children of Diſobedi- 
ence, Eph.2.3. We read of the Drugons Wax 
(but as a ſad Cordolfum') with the. Woman 
(the.Church) .and her Seed, Rev.'12. And if 
this War were in Heaven, v.7. how much more 
on Earth? v. 17. This War is manag'd and 
maintain'd with great Wrath, v.12. havinig the 
Afſtance of an Inveterate, Implacable and E- 
verlaſting Enmity in all incarnate*Devils ( his 
bir than all aQcd-and agitated, by. the De- 
vil;: Who lends thetn his Seven Heads to Hot 
with: and his, Ten Horns to puſh with againſt 
the Church. And we read of the Lambs War 
with this Dragon, (as 2 ſweet and ſoveraign 
Cordial ) even, our bleſſed Michael and his An- 
>e&8 th, the behalf of the Yoman and her Seed, 
| Kew I 2.7,8, And though the Beaſt (' to whom 


the 
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the Dragan gave bis power, Rev, 13.2.) .1 
ar with the Saints, and overcome them, ( d 
his Leaſe of 1260 years allotted him) Rev.13. 
7. yet the Lamb ſhall overcome the Dragon and 
all bis 4uxiliaries, Rev. 17. I4+ and 19,19,20. 
#nd 20.10. And in the mean time, th 
Beaſt feem to Overcome the Saints, ( fo it ſee- 
med, but fo it was not) Rev. 13. 7. For the 
Saints , overcome the Beaſt ( by the Blood of the 
Lamb ) when they ſeem to be moſt ovexcome 
by him, £9 t e ſhedding of. their own Blood, 
Rev.12,1 I, This Lamb laughs all the Plots of 
the Beaſt to nothing , and all as vain, thinge, 
whereof n6 good Reaſon can be given, no any 
good Ifſue can be expeted. Chriſt fits in 
ven, ſeeth and ſmileth, is no. more concerivd, 
ſave only to ask the Many and the'M; hty ( thit 
club their Craft and Cruelty againſt bn 
they be all mad,to attempt'that which fhall': 
redly come to nothing, Pſal. 2.1 2334; £5 
lictle Stone dalhes all in pieces, Dan. 243 
that it may be ſaid of the Efurch, abit fo: 
ſaid of the old ya S g» She hath oft t 
and then) a Battel, but never a Wer Þ 
*tis ſaid of Gad, A Troop may overcome Ga ar 
Gad overcomes at laſt, Gen. 49. 19. So 
Church fa, non Excutitur | may, {ome- 
times beJhaken, but neverſ9iver dint —_ 5 
She always gets apd gaips by her Loflesz and 
though flie:miay be trampled under foot all the 
Night of her AMiction, yet is ſhe ſure to have 


=y OO _ 


Fe 
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pion in the M. Mapring, g, Plal.49.14. And. that 
ing ulhers in the diſmal { Dagntlay. of 
Thr mnewjes, | 


©» Niners Incaſſim _ Submer ere Navem 
, FR ar T_T Mergitur 1 t Ratis. 


Dip may the Charches Ship be, but nat, Drown'd; 
ey oy will ngt Joel her Enemies to Confound. 


No W, eapon that is formed agaiuſt ſt ber ſhall pro- 
fer, Kai. 54, 17. nor ever did profper : That 
precious Promiſe. hath blunted” hs oint, on 
turned the Edge, of. many thouſand Weapo 
that have been formed againlt her 3 The Gates 
of Hell ( though 1 in a-Combination' of. all its 
ower and policy ) ſhall not prevail againſt it, 
lat. 16. 18.. All the Plots both of the Wicked 
| ne,a d of all Yicked Men, (from Adam to our 
have been [Velut Unda ſu operon Unde | 
45 ; the” waves of the Sea ſucceeding one ano- 
Br. yet all have daſhed themſelves to pieces 
this Rock of, Ages , whercon the Lord 


he ge gl Al. 14. 32. & 26, I, 4. & 


\ bf 


urch 15 Invincible, and can 
be $5 Deol cither by el Men or 
nrage Devils.” 150 
£6 : i ©. /bhgns eſt Veritas & Valebit. 
Tenth? « rec end wil _— 


, LON- 


a 
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LONDON's Triumph 
"OVER | 


POPERY, 


On the Burning of the P. OPE 
November 17.' 1680, _ 


Earn'd Mantuan ( "the Monk ) loudly decries 
- Rome's roguiſh ricks, and matchleſs Ty- 
rannies 3 

All Martyrologiſts profoundly founds 
The Britiſh Outrage of her bloody Hounds. 
Never did Draco write his Laws in Blood 
So much, as fince t} Red-letter-City ſtood 
As Rampant Antichriſt in th* Weſtern World, 
Who hs many Millions out of Europe burP a. 
View but our Scarlet Queen, . whoſe ſhorteſt Reign 
Swam in a Sea of Blood, Jer th* Prelats 8 pleen 


Could not be glutted with the Gore | of Sol, 
Nor their blinde Zeal warm'd we burnt Protes : 
ftants ; 2 


Nor coxld their Rage *ga ay thliving ſatizfie, * 
Bucer's dead Bones ( as Hereticks ) muſt frye. 
TWhen th Ephab's full, a mortal Mclancholy 

| Cuts off the Qneen ; ſo ends their Tragick Folly. 


men 


 APotyn, et. 


) Then oxr brave Deborah, by Mary's Death, 
 Caricito the C nglands »wwNoſirils breath; 


To blow away the Fogs of Popery. 

| November ſeventeenth in tb fifteenth Century s 

Which day of Jubilee*s well Solemniz'd 

By ſtately Pageantry, yea, Eternaliz'd 1 | 

Wherejn behold'proud Paſhur trampling on 

Frederick*s'fair Neck (for's Son's Redemption ) 

As bit a Baſiligk, ; Pope Alexander, [ Gander, 

of which he's. deem'd a Sawcy Goole or 
! th*ot her P agediits make a ſhort \Relddion, 

How Foppiſh, Pageant-like, is th'Popes Religion. 

The Temple burns the Pope,as th*Pope the Tem- 


\ PG . 

And 40Y Flames require the like Example. 
Tet Poet, Painter, Pageant, none can tell 

The juſt Demerits of that Brand of Hell ; 

No Pen can write, no Pencil paint to th'full, 

Tb* Abominations of that Scarlet Trull. 

The painted Devils plac'd on Huſles head, 

On Popiſh Pates, are well retaliated. 
Thoſe Rav ning Wolves in Sheep and $ bepherds 


 _Cloathing, 
Have long Devour d Gods Lambs , yet there's n6 
loat Inge [ Blood, 


That bloody Beaſt hath drunk large draughts of 
C As thirfty Behemoth) drunk xp 2 Flood 3 
Wherewith be's drunk, yet not to ſpne and fall, 
Though a cold Swegt ſeize on his Members ll. 
Rome's Balaam þath ſo many Cheats & Charms 
To lip the Halter, & work the worſt of Harms 3 
| But 


APoEmM, G&c. 


But bleft be generous Sa auls, who Babels Fbore 
(With all io bald-pgte Panders ) wy, 1 roar, 


And gnaw their Tong 
Nails, 
IF hile owe brave Patriots o'er them prevails, - 
God never ftarves his Truth for want of theſe 
That bear brave witneſs *gainſt Rome's Maſter- 
lece : 
God Jenks CORY ageous -=_ for pulling drwn 
The Towring Pillars of Rome's T ripple Crzuwn. 
Such Jain her damned lyes with dexterous Arts, 
Whoſe Tongues are never Traytors to their Hearts. 
Bleft be you, Sirs , whoſe bearts bold up with 
Hope, 
Thus to controul and ftigmatize the Pope, _ 
And th babling Maſs-Priefts with their ſhaven 
crown, 
Who would our England's Glory tumble down : 
Thoſe bloody Butchers(Friends & Brothers find ) 
Have Cain's Club,and his Throat-cutting mind 3 
All univerſally ſo void of Grace, | face. 
They'l blow out Lights that ſhine but in their 
What Hero may in th Undertaking Has, © 
(With Godfrey) merits the beſt Funeral. +. 
Adorn'd with Angels,yea,Mens Tongues ſhall ſay, 
Herelies Religion's and the Kingdom's Stay, 
And though they die thercin,yet ſhall their Name 
Live, ride trinm:phing on the wings of Fame. 
God be your Arm, whoſe work is to deliver 


From th* killing Darts in th Grand Impoſtor's 
CL wiver, 


"at for pain, yea, bite their 


Braye 


- "a 


' op fry w for ther 
weld n Har to Rome” s Uſierpin 
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Boe, Patriots, ſcarn te Feryef all ghee 
ah to Truth an mortal. F oes. 
the fufillanimous, who be rwiy 


'To fin in Straits, and would repent in Gald. 


Swch Sail Aright, whom th'Stax ( Religjon ) feer, | 
ok Si 7 Truth, whoſe Ports the. — 


ag k. ( 6a Hero's zP proſper,that thezr Flames 
ir $mithfield-Gamer,c g. 
g Powers, 
Diſain to ſmell at ber Impoyſon n'd Flowers. 
wghTruth doth tell ws our Religion's gud, 
e need not fear to Seal it with our B 
Tet dath it tell ws. too, Rome's Syren” 5 Songs, 
And her cuxft Cruelty, ſhall end in Pangs 
Oþon ber felF 3 that Blood ſhe 5's long deſerv'd, 
Shall be repaid ber, and the Truth preſeri'd. | 
Ran fo burnt London, ſo let me 61 Rome 
oo ſaith Sibyl, ſo ſaith her Sacred Doom. | 
dive them Blood for Blood,and Fire for Fire, 
pi eſerve England's Peace and Truth entire. 
Ty Pope ſaid, Paul's Sword ſhould ſave him from 
his Foes, © 
he = Peter's Keys ſerv'd not to bear off Blows. 
*God Blunt its Edge,and make't a woodenDagger, 
That 4 en more.Kings it may no longer EN 


So prays C. N. by 


AN 


Gap, #2" 
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m5 pie PLvT, 4. _ 
1G Þ& Bo I "rb s 


His 1 ſhall Peobſitate by yoda 
'Rtion of Parricylar Inſtances (aFthe 
Lord ſhallhdp me) both out 'of Sa+ = 
cred and Civil Hiſtory , to maks. - 
tahifeſt the -marveloits' Conduct wherewith 
the Pilar of Providence has fecuret O_—_ 
in all hes paſſages and pilg pilgrimage throu 
World,” as the Pillar of Glory did the C far 
in all her Stages through the Wilderneſs, _ . 

The Fi#ſt Inſtance, of the" wicked Plotting a- 
gainſt the Church , arid the Lords laughing 

G B tg 


10306 eLut 


Plotter. 0 mes | that wicked One, 1-foh. Js 
18. the Devil, againſt our firjt Parents z As of 
Tous Ladder, (which konſifted of fo many 


ounds- gr SEES A op _reach fi th 
UI Ts itt] + The £ dads he 
zz of it, Gen. 2 &. TA EN So of this Scale of 


Biba Delents © elk 


ob 4 = to. our., preſent, time 
gag fftrie, Phat the Devil 8 at the 


2 2 hu Weyead @F B Bot Lb 4 


mans hag AJ +J&v gry rg is extant 
in the Book: of God, That here began the War 


ky "omar = Ciſtixch: 
No ſoonex was era en, Iſai. 
I4. 12: 2G ny ngcl was Ts 
a damned Devil Zug 6. 2Pet. 2. 4. partly 
for his Pride? _ God, 'in Hiring to be like 
Pell; High. and- pardy for; bis 

7 4 he, act; beheld the HonoW an 
{s wherein Man po creatad, any firſt 
UE charge.:wh Et ve. the Angels, 
Men in;e4l omeyer or 91» LI, This 

Co mag prand Lee in daining y that a 
L Hf Dees a ſeryant) upon an 


"£4 ls 8.5» He ke ves "” 
bf Haba BP ed 

| bf Range. the beginning; +1: Ns s. 

rnot Hate Trats Toh, 5,44. How 

@? 4 being 


may as 


2; The firſt Plot againſt the Church 6 
to Nothing , is, that firſt Plot of the Grand 


BF” WY. = 0” WW TIT 


» Cap.\rorade AdadmyDyſcated by God? 3 
being comeſdivit).(by his Sin)-orzather calt 
down «far chis Sih)-drom Heavens 3\anT haven 
oreat: Wrath; CAtus 12412.) for: being, bud 
outof! Heavtm'inf6 Hell; : he had no cinder 
lef& him; ſave, conely; this:miferible; and imaifs 
chievous one ,|to.. make»>Man:as! miſerableois 
himſelf; andtobring himinto the fanie+ Edn- 
demhatiow, 1:Z;kr. 3. 6.\- For: this puxpole,B6 
hys adarifttrobs'and:Diabdlical: Bloty —_— 
ingiot dainy paſts As 112/411 y 

1ſt.) He affhmesa fit Engine, chat cutairive | 
which: 'wpas\ mare' fnltila than all The Beaſts of * 
the, Field} Gen.'3; 1, .:Þbedhatpera Weapon 
is;:it makesa deeper womid;: and gives a 'more 
deadly blow:;: The ſharpeft.and ſubtileft Wars 
atri (bf:all othtrs).theanoſdmiſobievousinſtrud 
ments1n the. Devils tandsagain{t God's trathy 
Tins:gtand evif« Hngel miaderittfe of. this-Ser- 
pent (. which;1ids {ome” fay, Was 5 VCLy fpecious 
and delightful fo)the Eyry/by bis comely mit» | 
tare of) lovely>:Coloars)-tb 1dedeive the. finſk 
Womans. 43 the-goed 'Angel- taadb uſe of the 
Afsito rebiike the Rad Prophtt,! 21Pet. 2. po 
Amb. 2242811 

-ii(24ly.;) [The 2d, ipart of his propoſed.und 
purſued Ploty- is; in Afaulting :(nbt the Near; 
but) the Han, the weaker Vellel; which is 
filoneltand: eafieficbyercome31! ;whero the Hedg| 
ks lowelt, there the Beali leaps:over with-the 
leaft difficulty : A belieging/Eneniy raiſes bis 
— againft the weakeft part ofa beſieged 
B 2 _City | } 


4 The rfl Plot againſt the Church ©, 1. 
City. [the weakes Sek is moſt likely to truckle 
to his Temptations';-hence he effays/to break 
the Mays budwith hisown Rib, and to. make 
uſe. of this/Rib.! as of the Round of x Ladder, 
whereon to.clhob..up- ſo high, 2s :to-xeach a 
blow!to hen Head:4nd Husband, + : 1 | 

(3 dly.) He ſets upon the woman alk ns ; 

Tis luppoſed;;as Adam and.Eve walk'd to- 
gether: in_.Paradiſfe, :Eve ftiood:; ſtill, 
with her fancy upon ſome DeleQable Ge 
. which: Adam { by with leſs -Kdoking on 3 
be got {ſofar before her.as'to leave her behind, 
whereby ſhe. axlddifaken by. the Tempter 3 
the abſence of her. Head (with: its counſel and 
comfort). gives Satdt: a fair opportunity, which 
he itolith&\atmoſt.. -: Folorkdon ſaith, 
Ubere two add, aherpar 'Help, Eockel.: qo 10-7 1-111 
-1 {4#bly.Þ WhilezEvt is alone; the Temprer 
falls a, iſpating with'her, w asking-her-a cons 
 ciſe, an. abnaxd (Quettion /:[(Tez 4. batb God 
ſaid ? &c-) Þhat he might cnexvate! the Aus 
thority of: the divine'Menage-or Qomminati- 
on: .Herebpon, the weaken VeſſH {Eve gives . 
but a weak Anſwer, for ſhe might (in her fiate 
6E; CPA NGYE that Ignorante which the 
Schiools ! call: )a «Nye twhich is found 


Ha Chidrein/9 {. Yoo avedDiſpoſition 3 
She might-mor/ know who Serpents: \could 
paturally fpeak;ox whether there: was now-any 


Devil xn hw hearing of the Fall of An- 
B95: the did m__ her: victedtion of Angels, 


(2s 


| Cap. 1.-#*.Adam,”Defeated by God.” 5 
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(as before).ſo might miſtake the Devil (inthe 
Serpent): fox. agood Angd, and therefore ubſ* 
putes with him,, and was deceived by-bim, (as [he 
confeſles; Gen:3:23: )- Sodangerdus.itis to diſ- 
pute with: the Devil, who is berfer believd"a- 
way; | than argu d away.” They do: but ſhoot 
with Satan in his own :Bow. that think by. pars 
lying. with. chis {4 Þ or ſubtle Sophiſter, 
to put him: off : By this means! he draws Eve 
out of her [Trenches -of' the Divine Precept, 
and wrings.the Sword of the Spirit:(the' Word: 
of God) 'out of herihahd3-then'doth:heowhat 
he will with her, when he had difarm'd/her 3 

ya, wins the Day. \ - 6 14 WI ITY 

(5thly.); No ſooner had the'Woman put in 

Her weak Anſwer (in this Diſputation) to'the 
Devils Queſtion, mincing the matter of' the 
Divine.Menace in her, '.Le# ye Dye] inſtead of 
God's Word, [ Te ſhall ſkrely Dye.) Whereby 
the made that Danger :doubttul only, which 
God, had made Certain ,” Peremptory ;and 
without a Peradventure. Hexeupon this ſub- 
tHe Serpent (watching for : her halting, arid 
when to have her upon the hip) doth as coti- 
hdently deny that Sentence of Death, v. 4. as 
God had ſeriouſly and ſeverely Threatned it 
before, Gen. 2.7. . Hereby her belicf of Gods 


Word is batter'd down, and not oppoſing the 


certainty of Gods Threatning (which ſhe but 
ſeerm'd to doubt of in the Diſputation) againſt 
Satans Infinuation ,: (in his plain and politive 

| B 3 Denial 


6 The fir ſs Plat.gyadr ſotbe Charly cap.) 
Denial bf it) ſe yithdecha [| JEahoVPord of Gol 
bad ghode in \bar, he: clisd evercome the Devil, 
1'Job: 24. 1 <4 \414303ly Rene LCks RIOTk ALEe 12M \ 

- -{: (6ablyj)) The; Temptcr tempts hevywith'an 
Apple from the Forbidden-Frait-Tree, telling 
her, (as! ſotne- ay) that there was.no Death 
in the: Apple ,'( acctrding to (the! :Divine 
Threatning) fon a/ proof of his own Experi- 
ence » For (ſaith the | ſubtile i Serperit) 1 do 
dimb the Tree; -andieat of theiFruit thereof, 
and. yet-am not Dcad fot ſo.doing. :; This was 
(probably) doye "white ''Eve looked ' on; and 
therttbre: ſhe ſaid, (at leaſt in her minde) That 
ſhe ſaw it was good for Food;:vi 6,11 Hereupon 
ſhe\cqncluded that Death-was not iv-the Fruit 
ofthe Forbidden«Tree, and-hereupor inclines 

_ 0 thke:and Fas!) fo thlt [ID hf) 

' 1: ((C7#*64y,)) ' The Davil .Cto promote' his Plot 
«ha-mote ) .acarſes:x(pod of | Envy'to 'Eve', 
{which /is: truely\calf'd,) Morbus Sat aviews,, the 
/Nevils :own: Diſcaſe:;; as-.if God: had! forbid 
-them ithe-Fruigtbt this Tree of Knowledge, 
[onely aut :af; Envy, kt: their Eating thereof 
-fhould rake thein Equal: with' God! ny Know- 
ledge : and Wiſdom: 1Thus the Devils abuſed 
the yery- nanie-of the Free'of” Kriowledgerto 
;her, making it farbetter than (indeed) it'was 3 
as if it would make them as. Ontiilcient as 
, God: Thus he mtuſeg;1:as be uſe# "and would 
haveanede God as {envious as himifclf, who en- 
-yy6d;that citlicr God: fhould 'be: kbnoured or 
[ic - obcycd 


\ 


Cap. I.:'#w Adam; Deferteffby _ 
obeyed byMan, of that Mir ſhould He" 
and \(Gtacetl; by :God7"'He ome " 
henry [our Bl Jrall be Opiited, © 

to Divme: Contemplation {but nei ' 
Horzible\Contuſion,,| asit proved . 
when :alharned ' of their IN om 5: S th 


(in.v.55) this Lyar from eng, | 
ſo much Men] - Thin bs [Fall v4.06 
ccrver ya in Wake" Abend 
[ Eft -ſemel: vr erax', >Millies Myr 
&.ſewper: Fallax.] Though he ſomttiin 
foem to' ſpeak trucly;yet will Fhe lye a th&nfnd 
times for:1 it; and be always] Fallactous 
ceitful.; wry 0:3 
(Btbly. ) He promiſes to her, [Te ef 
Gods] which was mote likely to make Fey 
Devils :(tke himſelf; or. ( areal) Baſt he 
Peri,” Pal. 49. 12,'26, * fad -F- 
ronically} and by a fad Sued; Gent $26, 
The: Mar is: become a3 one bf © 6 3" the” 
might:{ay moſttruly, andwkhout ariy Fights 
The Manis become as oneof us. Thus/while$4Z 
tan makes her Free from'Feax, it was'only'd& 
{rgncd by him to make her Free'to Sin 3 liexes 
upon She tock, of the Fruit, and gavt-it alſo to 
her Hmwband, v.. 6. to whom. ſhe related al 
Satan's -Piomiſes concerning the force cfth 
- Fruit, &c. whereby ſhe ſeduced' him, v. 17. in 
hear to ber Voice, "hoping, that (according 
to'her ion from Satan) he might bes 
come a God, ' and his Wife 4 Goddels;. ' This 
: B 4 the 


8 The firſt Plot egeinſs the Church c..1; 
> Flazality of Gods was: full taight by: the 
Deyil, whoſe Grammar, [Deny pllyralittr De- 
clizare , dacyit, | fir{t Jearnt to Decline(God in 
the Plaxal Number : and; thus he: transforms 
his own fin upon them. [ Eros ficut Altifſimus} 
I frall be like the Moſt High, Iſai, 144/12 faith 
he of hinlſelf, and [| Eriis ficut Dii,'] Te ſpall be 
« Gods, faith he of them, bl. | 11571008 7 


The (9th) and laſt part of his Plot, is the 


. , 
- , . 
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Timeing of bis Temptation : Hereiv this ſubtle 
| Serpent. hath a {mgulax Sagacity..:i no:fooner 
was he caſt out of Heaven, but hexeſolves:to 
be Reveng'd of. his Maker for thisxxpullion 3 
- and becauſe he could not come at his Creator 
(God).with bis Revenge, he falls iramediately 
upon his Creature (Man, ) the Maſtey-piece 6f 
- the Creation , upon the ſame Day wheredinHt 
wag created 3 fi; loſes no time,but abotit Aigit 
Noon the fameiDPay, (which was Daines''or 
Eating-tirne) hexgttempts his Ruine, by ten 
pting him toeat Forbidderi-F ruit, and ſo flats 
texs them, out of- the True Paradiſe, into # 
Fools:Paradiſe of-Fheir own Dreams and Dos» 
tages : Thus | & #rufci« | by the eogging cf 
2 Dye, Epbeſi 4. 14+ (like a cheating Game- 
fer), he gives; them” an Apple - for Happineſs, 
and Sin and Miſery, for a tate of Innocency ; 

notduffering' them to Reſt (fo much as 'one . 
Nj he) upon; the Bed of - Honour and Happi- 
n£(5.:; This the Pſalmift (accorditug toſome In- 

- t6pfeters) dorhitn{wilate, P/o/.749. 22. Adam 

*\({] : 7385 hb being 


Capit«. im Adam,:Defeeted by God: g 
being 4n Honwer, | Bal J#lin; bor penoQavit, ] 
abode. ngt ( or lodgedgyat ) one Night: in Paradiſe. 
”Tis'the faying of aHreckFather,. That Adam 
[ & 5% 6% iuen i> aun, 3) Hmikins | as made and 
marr'd-all in one Day. Thos he who:thought 
to become 2 God, became a Bea(t that periſheth 
Yea, Carrion, faith Famnius. Here the preme 
Phot . of the principal - Plotter, (the. Prince of 
Darkneſs).hath a ſhrewd ſeeming ſucceſs, yet 
_ the:Lord  layghs at: itz 'and Ridendo. irritum 
reddidit y he DiFeats the Devils Deligne, and 
that: with Diſprace, for there" was a Covenant 
tranſacted. berwixt Gb4'; the F ather , 'and God 
the: Sor Þ ab \ZEterno} from all Eternity, 1 Pet. 
14204 fohi\17. 6. Tit. 1:2, and 2 Tim. 1.9. 
.Fhis Gavenant the Devil knewrnothing of, and 
it. was #his that ſpoiled all his Plot. Indeed our 
ſirſtrPatens were under this dedolent and dif- 
confolate Condition,” from Noon to Night, or 
(atdeattYto the cool' of. the Day: (having now 
amoſt-woful Experimental Knowledge both of 
the'Good whnch they had loft, and of the-Kvi/ 
whereinthey: lay.) - Then cometh: Feborab 
tO judge them, v. 8. 'Satan afluredly expected 
that ithe Grecatly-offended: Creator (God ) would 
have met 5s Greatly-offending :Creatare (Man) 
in as much Fury, as hee did (afterwards) Moſes 
n' the Inne,when he had much ado (as it were) 
to forbear Killing him, Exod, 4.24; Or that 
he woutd hage come. to Adam, as the Angel 
came to:Bal&im , with a drawn Sword in bis 
"* hh hb and, 


30'Tþ9 x/# Ploc wbinſ*:the Oburkb Et. 
'hand,/wherewith to deftroyhim;-Nwals 2 2,32. 
.or thathe. would have.»ygſged upon this Rebel, 
as Dawd ran upon Goliahy and wt off bis 'Head, 
i7\Samm $7.5. No ſuch F ary i5'in God againſt 
. Ely Many Tſai:29:34.! The Devils diſappointed, 
for God comes "t& Man:(indeed;): bat not fo 
much'a' Fudge, as a Father, and asa Phyſician. 
Firſt, As a Father, laying, (as it were) Thougy 
Man be: fallen: by: tbe Devils Malevolence:, yet 
he: ſhall: be raiſcd-up'; again by my Behevo- 
lence, by my Gord Will to Man,: Luke 2.14. 
2dly, As a Phyſmian; God hathy prepared/a Sor 
veraign  Plaifter to'\apply) to. the Yonhd! that 
Mars had tecciv'd from the Devil 4: God. pro- 
miſcth Chriſt to . be a Redeemer ito Man; and 
(withal) to be a. Deſtroyer of the Devil, Hebr. 
2.14. aud of all bis Works , 1 Foh. 3:& © Fhis 
Plaiſter was prepared by the good \ pleteſſire of 

God: the Fathez,, Covenanting with God the 
Son, long, before Man was in being, much more 
before.he was wounded. - 'No ſuch Plaiſter' was 
provided to Cure the Fall of Angels, for they 
Jinned upon their:own accord, and without a 
'Zempier. Therefore. \Gads genarFopmneys did 
gut-thuie his 'e:x ahviier, | His Love to Men was 


greater than hjs Lepe to Angels, for in-coming 
10 judge Man, ſuch 'was his Graciouſneſſ- to- 
wards him, that in Wrath he remembred Mercy, 
Habb. 3. 2. And giving the Promiſe of Chritt, 
'( in the Secd of the: IYVoman þr Adam takes 
hold cf the Promiſe, and in Faith _ 
c 


Cap.i.i# Adam) Defeated by God? r1 

he calls his Wife, . Eve, (which ſignifies Life.) 
He (inſtead of Dying the ſame Day of_his 
Eating, . the' Forhidden- Fruit) lives 93& Years 
after, and ſhe became the Mother of all Living: 
And though they brought in Death by their 
Diſobedience, yet God Taxght them.the. Ou- 
dinance of Sacrificing 3 fo the firſt thing [that 
Died in,-the World, was a Sacrifice,” or Chriſt 
in's Figure, tbe Lamb. ſlain from the Fortndation 
of the World; Rev. 13.8. And who opens 4 
paſſage into a better Paradiſe'than that which 
they had Forfeited, Lyke 23. 43. 2 Cor. 12,4, 
Revel. 2:7. And it that Rabbinical Notion 
(norway difſentancous to Truth ) be received, 
to wit, That the Tree of Knowledge ſtood upon 
Mount Calvary, ( Paradiſe being placed in Ca- 
naan, the Glory of all Lands, Ezck. 20, 6.) 
where Chriſt was (aftcr) Crucihed on a Tree 3 
then it follows, that in the ſame place, and 
by ' the ſame means an Explation of Sin was 
made, where and as it was firſt committed. 
Thus God overthoots Satan in his own Bow, 
and the Devil goes -oft from his Firſt Plot 
with a_ broken Head by: the Womans Seed, 
which makes him weaker in his Projef&s ever 
after. , | | 


12 The 2d Plot againſt the Church. c:2. 
The.Second. P L 0T againlt, &*c. 
| CHaPp. II. | 


Hen Satan ſaw his Firſt Plot Defeated, 
(ina(much as Man did not dye imme- 

diately, nor was madc as miſerable as himſelf ) 
and that (in deſpight of the Devil). God wonld 
have his Church in the World,to make up that 
Breath withal in the City of (30d, which Luci- 
fer and his Apoſtate Angels had made thercin; 
he takes other. Meaſures, and projects a New 
Plot by his Serpentine ſubtilty 3 to wit, ſecing 
he could not Hinder the Berno of the Churchihe 
(next ) Endeavours to Divide it intoa Trae and: 
Falſe Church, that (at leaſt) he might theyeby 
binder the Weli-being of it 3 it he could not make 
the Falſe Church Deſtroy the True Onc. This 
15 held forth in Cain and Abel, both whom our 
Firſt Parents had Religiouily Trained up in 
the Worſhip of God by Sacrihce : They were 
(both) Worlkippcrs of the Trae God, Cain.as 
well as Abel. Cain did not offer his Oblation' 
togn Idol, but it was | Mincha 1a Feboab ] 
an Offering to the Lord, Gen. 4. 3. and we do 
not finde that God blanicd Caiy, cither for the 
Matter,” Tin:z, -or Place of his Worſhip-: Cain 
{ Redte abtu!t non Recie Diriſit | offercd right, 
but did not Dividc aright , betwixt God and 
him- 


ID 


C 


Ap; 2. in Abel; Defeated by Galle 13 
himſelf 3 he ſhould have given God-hiſtiSe; 
and then de Szis;-firſt Perſonam, and then opus 
Perſane 3 Himſclf, \and'then of his Subſtance, 
as Abel did according to Gods Demand. {M0 
Son, give me thy Heart | Pxov. 23.26.:he alt 
Fraudulently therefore with God, and:: ſo: be- 
came the Head of the Falſe Church;,: as Abel 
was of the True : Or as Awpuſt. Cde Cite Dei; 
lib. 15, cap. 1. ) exprefieth-; it, Cain as; the 
Author of the City of the: World, /both 4+ ho 
was - Born firſt of faln Man ; and ' was. &&lled 
Caiy, which ſignifies Poſſeſſion 3 ſo he:tnade the 
World(and that hrti City which he Buik chexes 
in} his Poſicttion :. yea, and-as he Plats-agdinſt 
his Brother Abel , who was choſenteutraf the 
World , Born ſecond; an$icall'd: 4be/zice. #ah 
nity; becauſe he loak'd-upom the Warld:Ginall 
its Pomps and Poſſeſions) 4s Vanity, \afdbe is 
called; the Author of the! City of Godt and 
therefore is he driven out of the -Worldiby ar 
Untuncly Death 3 1a carly' came) Mdrfirdont 
into:the World 'upon'the True-Churth»( which 
Abel repreſented.) by the:Fal{e One; GaimiAs , 
the firſt Beaſt, that Dycd:iui the Worldz. Dyed 
for a Sacrifice 3 ( Figuring Chrift the Twue * 
Sacrifice for Sin, . xt Swuprs,) ſo the firſt Man 
that .dyed in the World, dyed fot Ridigion ; 
2 Fobn 3.12. The firſt Righteow dlan-that 
went , to Heaven, muſt ſreim thither in Raver 
of 'bis,own Blood, Matth. 23. 35. TheGCay of 
the World (which, at the. bc, onely protefles 
LS Reli= 
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14 Tbo2tiÞletur a/c charch Cn. 
| Reliziork- = perfecure ithe''City of'' God; 
_— profeſiz :a3nd:'poſſeſſts-the power 
Sale uf Godlmiſic' Or ;! (as? the'Holy 
Sap bertte that Hapultine expreſſeth- it) 
was. Fe Heabawbiprof of tbe Seed of the Ser- 
pent;: hv whe 38finſt begotten of: Adam i 
bis*fals eſtate 3. And (as Rtbi Menathem| (faith) 
 wikcondved) of the. Filth : and; Sted thut 38 
SExpent: bid_conveyed. mto Eve ©; Howevet 
 Obd's iWord: feaky + Þrflibly, Thar Þog 'wils 
much Riſtiken at Canis Birch; FA yingy4 She had 
Sn Mun frolr-thbe\.Lorid,;Gen;-4. 4 chad 
ousiMin;iThe: Lord y av iff thet had brought 
forthe: HedSeed of theIHomtinf A i 
25; the:Hoty Child _ :Thefe wete id 
p24 mart of bherpHmptng | was bertetithandief 
bio Caiis wap a Firked Ons:5-and1 of 
the Quezs Johiz-r9do Fob. 8.4quts hg 
tas fallthetR eprobater in the worlga 
| don Was-the:Roor of: ithe Riphreoks; ag 
Chriſt bimſclf'reckons him, Marth. 4/351AArid 
chenefojothe Devil (Cair's Father, Job. 81\1yauk 
with/Cain fo root ( out: Hbelfeby Kb 
bag _birk, tand in hid all frrrure Hoph off chb 
- Churth't That Tree | cxnnot (grows whoſe 
oo i dyed. This Head. of-the Blacks line; 
Ihg wits>with' the Head!bt this 
En hiol?: Head!was: alreadyrRros 
ken or Bruiſed by the Promiſe of Chiilt): clays 
the ſecond. Plot againft Abel; the Head--of :the 
OY Lintbn to break his Head with bis Club; 


and 


—aP. 


Cap) 2448. Abel Defeated by! Galle ty 
and:tp\braig him therewithslyet.cven-this Blot: 
thatcamp-lron theNevils Brokgy ERIE 
(ip , theTIflue) buc-a BrokgrDP4d1, ' God) h 2QVeſ-: 

Ing him.in, his own-Bawe:\ 1 } go '£1 © 
Jpxepatatien tq; this -GiePUr wes; \This 

Lia (that was:cotne down from Heaton 4 
greattRape, Ria. 12/1 )-erffages Coikrtougch- 
ing, hija- with-a- live: Coal dons Hell; tas: the 
Anget,,did 'the Prophet with»bne- frory! Hepveny 
Iſai; 64/64) 20d, [ets bik: HRdrhx dn: Eire-of clebly 
Jam-3465, .;Fhis matleihim Abe, e——_— n 
Indignation, 95 ; the word {Gharab, Gene: 
lignihes, for, of all -che Eight - Hebrew 
which. hemne, Anget 5} this) Word!; is 

the: mol Vehement; -;(Cain's: hot 1 

was. fxlt, Inflamed | againſt; G61 D; pon 

[arr ipite, |, a refpetter of! Perſons, im ſending 

Fire from Heaven in Token-of ona x, $ 

Bloody. Sacxitice,and yet, rejecting his unpbloody 

Myat-Offeripg+;; Thus Cain's Eye was Kvilz b6+ 

cauſt ,Goifs mas;Goddj. Matthi :20. 15» c:;Y84s 

and ſuch was his Rage agginft:God,, that when 
he nat, ly / told him, ff then: dot; \welh 
ſalty thou . x0t.. be accepted, Vs 7 y butallo. asks 
him, /W/bere..is Abel \thy Brotber;y. ge. . Cain 
angerly;an{wers., and bids God Go looks. 2s ik 

God had;ask'd him an. Impextinent Queſtjon, 

and as, ihe Had. put an Ofice upon himyhich 

beloog/dvgt to'hum 5 yet. he that diſdein'd; to 
be his Brgthers, Keeper, diſdain'd not tobe his 

rachael) Killes >- and: the Hrath of Mas Y 
that 
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that never ſpraks the Righteouſheſs' of Gol.rmuch 
leſs: Gn; Fam'r, jo cert Grin fo 


fas, -g5 to tell the\Godoft Trithca loultliLye 
' his ſaying, [ I knw Hot: where he 3 TWng i 
by SL relies to blind: d of 
= All-knowing Gv4/as the God hg World 
had-blinded- hi: "Eyrs, end hatdred Wf|Heart 
t60 : and hereby he edlared himſelf to'he io 
mediarely deſcended From the Devil, who' was 
botha Ly ar and.a\ Murderer from the beFfirthin 
ko 2dty;' His Rage againſt" hel; fo 
his Rage was prea preat againſt- God; $ig- 
Mac Hic )conld have found: er 
wh FIG out'bf- Heaven! Fs 
ah 1 TI fin is akind © Goat 
& bis partiaſity; but God-was out'of bis 
YN and of the Devil's too that ſet hin 
or The Botwibing power can heber match 
ing pheptiÞ2Phe-Greature can never be - 
_ rov bldg} the. Creators Howbeit hel was 
within -Bis Reach:}44kd hewitt Wound the 
Mlterth his Servants: The Rabbins fay ; The 
De#8! 148 read: a Nbdy becarſ&Abet bad ſlain 
the Faw: Serpent; ehieh he had lately þ s fo 
fednee bis Moth; Fyor\tnot bikens ound 
rh hisHeel before he ould break its Read, - 
:This/Satan- takes ks an high- Aﬀeont, and 
hefefoke [Plots to break” Abels "Head with '2 
Club,'as if not-enoigh bis Heel 'way bruifed by 
the Serpent : Fowever this is certain; and be- 
vond*che Greditiof: : Ftwifl, if able; That Gan 
«&p- -4 Y Fas 
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was mad againſt Abel, . becauſe his own. Works 
were wicked, and his Brothers Righteous, 1 Johs 
3. 12. Now when he ſaw: Abels Worſhip Re» 
ceived and his own Rejected, and therebylo- 
ſing the- bleſſhng of the . Primogeniture and 
the Confecration of the Firſt-Born 3 this Ris 
pen'd him for the Devils. pofleſfion , * who 
thereupon. Enters and Fills. bis Heart Cas:'df, 
5. 3+) from corner to" corner. then falls Gain's 
Countenance from a cheeffwl to; a churlifhones 
Index animi Vultus ; The. Malignity -of his 
Mind was: bewrayed by his ſurly and lowring 
Look, Hex quam Difficile eft Animum now pro- 
dere Vultu ! And being thus prepared, yea and 
Aced by the Devil's both craft and cruelty; he 
falls upon plotting Abel's. Death and-Deftru- 
Ction. | | ef 
The 1}. part of his Plot, was his Deep Diſ- 
ſimulation ,, Talking with Abel after a Friendly 
and Brother-like manner, V. 8, In the Hebrew 
there is an Extraordinary' pauſe , Intimating 
{ome Amicable Diſcourſe, and in the Word 
[ Amar '] an Infinuating Invitation, as-\ Let 
us go into the Field, | This the Greek Verſion ,& 
Thargum feruſ, addeth : his Rage by a Diaba- 
licat Fire lay now ſmothered ,* and he puts on 
as fair a Look, as his felter'd Heart would ad- 
mit, not unlike that of Abſolom to Ammon,who 
hated him with an Habit of Hatred, whercin 
the Venom of all Vice is ſteeped, yet fake he 
to bis Brother neither Good nor Bad, for Two 

p & full 


> 
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fall ybirs together, 2 Sam. 13. 22, 23. Yet all 
this time he nouriſhed a Reſolution for Re- 
venge, and onely waited for a fair opportu- 
nity/- to his foul Fratricide 3 fo long did inve- 
terate Rancour lye lurking in Abſolom's mali- 
cious Heart, and then could Invite his Brother 
to-# Feaſt, verſ. 26, 27; which had ſowr Sauce 
M #he end. Thus Cain covers with diſſembled 
Conreefie his Deſigne "of Cywelty, and draws a 
fair Glove upon his foul Hand , enticing Abel 
to: #2lk hand in hand (as a Brother) with him 
into the: Field, a convenient place for his bloody 
contrivance. - *- Ms 
-''The'2d part of the Plot was , When Carn 
had'got Abel thither , he picks a Duarrel with 
bim,- upon- the eccafion of ' Abel*s contradid- 
ing his Diſcourſe, ſeying, (as the Chaldee 
Paraphraſe addes) That there was - no Judge, 
nor Day of Judgment', nw World to come, nor 
Reward for Righteonſneſs, nor Puniſhment for 
Widketieſs, &c. ' Thus he (as it were) Impri- 
iſoned thaſe |'Kenes 'Emiizs | common Principles of 
Nature in Unrighteouſunſr, Rom. 1. 18, and 
"Mauzzled the Mouth 'of bis own Conſcience, 
-that be might pratifie his revengeful Spirit with- 
oxt  controul, Herenpon he turns all his for- 
-met Flattery into - downright Railery and 
«Chiding of Abel , for whoſe ſake ' be had been 
' "newly chidden of God, v, 6, 17. This done, 
he falls on. 
The 34d-part of the Plot, by adding to his 
Craft 
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Craft in the Two former, his Crzelty in this 
later 3 who. having Decoy'd his Brother far 
enough from his Fathers Houſe, from all fight, 
noiſe, and relief, (none being nigh to Refcue 
his innocent Brother out . of his- nocent Hands) 
he addreſſes. himſelf to knock him down on 
the Head with his Club , or Plongh-ſtaff, 
wherewith (as *tis ſuppoſed ) he, being an 
Husbandman, uſually walked, Inter Amplexus 
interfeeit: Or, (as the Greek word inpate 
fgnifties, which we read Slew, _) He cut his 
Throat, 1 Joh. 3..12. . Now when Cain (the 
Devil's firſt Patriarch) had Killed 4bel, God's 
firſt Martyr, and the onely Hope of a ſucceeding 
Church, Satan had ſeeming ſucceſs 3 yet this 
Second Plot is ſoon Blaſted , the Lord Laugh 
it to nothing , (though the Devit and his Imps 
had been. Laughing together for laying Abel 
(their Tormenter, along on the Ground, as 
Revel, 11. 10.) and that by theſe Means 
Firſt, Though there was no Man an Eye-Wit- 
neſs of the Murder, and though Cain (to keep 
it the more ſecret, as Joſephus ſaith) did Bu- 
ry the Murdered Body privately 3 yet God 
. {who is avgv=xu®s, Al-Eye) faw it,and heard 
the Cry of AbePs Blood, ( which had as many 
Tongues, as Drops , and every Drop crying for 
Vengeance, ) v.10. Heb. 11. 4. and 12. 24, 
Murder ever bleeds freſh in the Eye of God : 
Surely (faith he) I have ſeen Teſterday the Blood 
of Naboth, &c. 2 Kin. 9. 26, and cries as 
C 2 | frelh 
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freſh in the Ear of God, whereby Abel, though 
"Dead, yet fpeaketh , Hebr. 11. 4. Hereupon 
God comes to make Inquiſition for this Freſh- 
bleeding and Freſh-fpeaking, or crying Sin, (who 
is not {aid to make Inquiſition after any other 
Sin,-as after Mzrdgr,) Pſal. 9.12, And God 
in. his Inquiſition 1s more ftrict and critical 
than the Spaniſh-Inquiſition, though that be 
done with utmeſt Secrefie and Severity : The 
Lord looked upon it, and required it, 2 Chron. 
24.22, Tea, andrequited it too, Matth. 23. 35. 
and 26, 6, 7. Revel. 16, 6, Even .upon the 


Heads of every | 1h-Dammim, | or Man of | 


Bloods, Plal. 5.6. fuch as.the Damming Heftors 
of this Day moſilyhe: :Serondly,God (after his 
ſeverc Inqueſt) 'paſles:a. ſad Doom ..upon the 
Murderer, werſ; 11. a more ſevere Sentence is 
not found in Sacred Scripture, 9 be to Cain, 
and to all that walk, in bis way , Jude verl. 11, 
'Fhe Fudge of all the Earth will do right; Gen. 
18.25. Cain (hall not eſcape Scot-ixee,. (as he | 
hoped,) God will appear (himſelf) when Mar . 
either doth not, will not ; or cannot : The 


Fudge of Quick and Dead (timſclt) Arraigns 


Cain at the Bar, denounces. Judgment (not- |} 


withſtanding all his Feſwuitical Evalions as be- 
fore) againſt him, which conſiſts of 3 Particu- 
lars. Firſt, He is cxrſed- in his Perſon, v. 11. and 
they whom Cod curſeth, ſhall be curſed, as they 
whom God bleſſeth, ſhall be bleſſed, Gen. 27.33 
Numb. 23.20. _ Evcn the Grand Balaam of 

x Rome 
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Rome (who Canonizeth» Cains for — 
Righteous Abel; ) cannot take off that Curſe 
which the great God lays on : Better all the 
Witches in'the World , and all the Denils in 
Hell, or their Eldeſt Son the Pope, ſhould curſe 
us with Bell, Book., and Candle, than this one 
God whoſe Carſe is Irrevocable, and can ne- 
ver be Reverſed. This Cain was the firſt cur- 
{ed Man upon Earth, curſed in his perſon. Se- 
condly, He was curſed in his Patrimony, v. 12. 
his Land he Tilled, was curſed to him. The 
former-curſe, laid upon. the Earth for Adam's 


F- fin, in general, Gen. 3.17. was now increaſed 


by - Cair's Murder 'unto him in particular ; 
This was a particular curſe upon Cain's Por- 
- tion whetever he camiez when he Tilled it as 
- an Husbandman,. it might upbraid him as a 
Maurderer in- its Barrenneſs: The Earth had 
been kinder than Cain to Abel, for it had 0 
| pened its Mouth to receive his Blood from 


'# Cair's cruel hands, and fo to give it an honou- 


 rable Interment, and zow opens its Mouth again 
. (#1 not yielding him its ſtrength) in a clamorous 
- petition- for Vengeance againſt him : As the 

curſed Fig-tree "loft its Vigour , and Withered, 
Mark 11, 21. So & Fruitful Land is made 
barren for the Wickedneſs of its Owners, and Oc- 
cxpiers, Plal, 107. 34. | 

The 34 Means God uſes to Defeat the De- 
vils Deſigne, is, He Excommunicates Cain (Sa- 
tans prime Patriarch). out of the Church, who 


C = 
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would have Excommunicated the Church out 
of the World ,, (in God's Protomartyy Abel) 
and that with the greater Excommugication , 
V.12, | A Vagrant,and a Vagabond ſhalt thox be. 
Thus his Doom: riſes higher, and falls heavier 
upon him, Pſal. 59. 12, and 109.10, Cain 
(the firſt Apoſiate) went out from the Preſence of 
the Lord, and-dwelt inthe Land of Nod, (which 
ſignifies Wandring, v. 14. 16, So that he was 
a Vagrant from the Church (from his Fathers 
Family and Fellowſhip) as well as a Vaga- 
bond upon Earth : God would come and 
Talk with him no more , nor Vouchſate one 

cious Glance towards him, nor Accept any 
one Oblation from him at any time. 

4thly. God ſets a Brand upon bim, v. 15.and 
thereby (as it were) Burns him in the Hand, 
and Stigmatizes him fora Rogue. This mark, 
was not an Horn in his Forchead, (as the Fews 
feign) but *twas an Hornet in his Conſcience, 
(as Exod. 23. 28, ) ſtinging him with horrible 
Conviction and Compun&tion for his Murder, 
The words of the Septuagint | 5bwr & mgiuan, | 
fignifie Sighing and Trembling 3, as if God's 
Mark upon him had been (probably) a Trem- 
bling , not only of his Hands and Head, but 
alſo of his Heert and whole Body, which made 
all people pitty him : Some K abbins ſay, Cain 
was continually Dogged with Abel's Dog 3 but 
afſuredly he was Haxznted with his own Evil 
Ghoſt, which .made him look with a moſt 


\ WES.» F 
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ghaſtly Couptenance , haying- Horror in his 
Heart , and a very Hell in his Conſcience. 
This might make him Tremble every where, 
and fear every Buſh ( he ſaw ) was a Baylift to 
Arreſt him, and every. Man (Che met) a Devil * 
to Torment him 3 So that a longer Leaſe of 
his Life was no better than a lingring Death : 
Nay,ſuch a Life (under the Guilt of {uch a fin, 
and under the ſence of ſuch a Curſe ). was far 
worſe than a Temporal [Death : Therefore 
God Dooms him to Live, and not immediately 
to Dye , that he might be,a Land-Mark of 
Sbame, and a Living-Monument againſt : Mux- 
der and Murderers, 

5thly. His Death, after a Woful Life, was 
Woful alſo, as humane Teftimony Reports: 
for though he us'd ſome Carnal Anodynes to 
Allay the unbearable pangs of his wound- 
ed Spirit, and to drown the horrible noiſe * 
of his ſelf-condemning Conſcience , he falls 
upon Building a City, and call'd it Enech, that 
his Son might be call'd- Lord Enoch of Enoch, 
2.17, Tet Vengeance would not ſuffer bum to live, 
AQt. 28.4. Nor to Live out half his Days, Pſal. 
55- 23. Nor to go down to the Grave in peace, 
2 Kin, 2.5. That he Dycdan untimely death 


( all Hiſtorians concurr ) about the Year 131, 


the manner how is Variouſly Reported 3 ſome 
ſay It was by the Fall of an Houſe which be was 
Building in his New City : others ſay , - He 


was ſlain by bis Grand-child Lamech , who be- 


C 4 ing 
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ing - 4 Blind Archer ,, was led to ſhoot him' by a 
wicked Boy 5 Take it either way, and his Sin 
is Writ apon his Puniſhment 3 for either, as he 
that Defigned to pull down Gods Howſe ( the 
Church )) ſo his own Howſe which he was rear- 
ing up, falls down upon him and knoks him 
down dead upon the place, as he had done his 
Brother Abel : or, As he Diſdain'd to be his 
Brothers Keeper , but not to be his Execu- 
#joner_, Lives to beget a Son , whoſe Son 
became his Grand - Fathers Executioner : 
Thus when God makes Inquiſition for 
Blood,” Plal. 9. 12. ſhall not he Starch it out. ? 
Pſal. 44. 21. Yea, he will, and wound the Hairy 
=— of ſuch as go on in their Iniquity, Plal, 
Gd, 21, 

- . Gthly. Neither doth Divine Vengeance up- 
on him End here in his Untimely and Violent 
Death, but his laſt Doom is the moſt Wotul 
of all Dooms 3 Cain muſt not only be Noom'd 
out of the Church, and out of the World, but 
alſo he muft be Doom'd to Hell , whither all 
wicked Men are turned , and all the People 
(though there be whole Nations of them.) that 
Forget God, (as Cain did) Pfal. 9.17. Eſpecially 
Murderers, who are abhorred of the Lord, Pal. 
5.6, He that fat upon the Throne hath (him- 
ſelf ) ſaid it, Rev, 21, 8. Murderers ſhall have 
their Lot in the Lake that Burneth with Fire 
and Brimſtone, more efpecially ſuch as Mur- 
der Gods Image in his Sexyants, who have his 
Ita hea Image 
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Image upon them in a double manner, beth 


by Generation, Gen. 9.6. And alſo by Regene- 
ration, Eph. 4. 24. God will (of all others) a- 
venge their Blood, Rev. 6. 10. and that feedily, 
Luk. 18. 7. Thus Cain was a wicked One, was 
of the wicked One, and went to the wicked One 
in Hell at laſt. 

But the laſt Means, whereby God Defeated 
the Devil's 2d Plot was, In -railing up a Seth 
to ſtand up in Abe's Stead , according to the 
Signitication of his Name Seth, Hebr. Poſuit, 
placed in his Brothers place, tor Upholding 
the Church; Sic Uns avulſo non Deficit Alter 
Aureus ; Though one Branch ( Abel) was lopt 
off from the Tree of Mankinde ( Adam.) yet 
another ſprings up (and that a Golden One)in 
his ſtcad : And out of the Alhes of the dying 
Phenix, another Phenix ariſcth to continue its 
Kinde in the World. Thus Seth, or Sheth, 
{ignihes, not only Poſwit, but Repoſwit, laid wp 3 
as his godly Mother believingly acknowledged, 


- That the Church was laid up in him , and that. 


he was the Foundation of it, a Type of Chriſt, |- 
ſai. 28,16, 1Cor. 3.11. Out of whom Chiiſt 
ſprung, Luk. 3. laſt. Gen. 4.25. And, though 
Adam had many other Sons, Gen.5. 4. yet none - 
are Named, (ave only Seth, as being the only 
Profeſſour of the Trae Religion, and Foundation 
of the Church. py 

Now when the Devil and his Agents had 


got Avel out of the Way and World, and faw 


Adam 
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Adam for an 130 Years, without another in 
his ſiead, Ger. 5. 3 Oh what Rejoycing was 
there, and ſending of Gifts amongſt them , as 
Rev. 11. 10. But God Cxt their Coxcombs, 
and Confuted their Confidences, in Raiſing up 
Seth ; by whoſe Means, with God's Bletling, 
the Devil loft and the Church won. Ground , 
for then (*tis ſaid) Men began to call upon the 
Name of the Lord, Gen. 4. 26, that is, Pwublick- 
ly and in Solemn Aſſemblies, making an Open 
Profeſſion, which hitherto had been but Pri- 
vately done. 


LE ——_— 


The Third P LOT, e*c. 
CHAP. III. 


Hen Satan ſaw his 2d Plot Defeated, 
and Largh'd to Nothing by the Lord, 
that Seth muſt Live and have many Chil- 
dren, ( though Abe! was Dead, and that 
Childleſs) Ger. 5. 7. Numb. 24.17. and the 
Church not only Maintained but Advanced by 
them; This relileſs Adverſary projects a 3d 
Plot : that is, To corrupt the White Line (the 
Poſterity of Seth,_) and to make them as black 
as thoſe of the black Line, the curſed brood of 
Cain. 
That the latter Linz was yery Obnoxious 
| and 
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and Injurious to the former all along, may 
eaſily be believed, though the Scripture doth 
not expreſs it : even wntil they were all ſwept 
away with the Flood, Job 22. 16,17, However 
this is expreſt, That the Devils deligne was 
now to Debauch thoſe bold Profeflors z (who 
had ſo openly oppoſed his Kingdom) and this 
he promotes and purſues by ſetting the Fair 
Faces of the Daughters of Men (Cain's Brood) 
before the Eyes of the Sons of God, the Off-fpring 
of Seth, Gen. 6.2, This, by the Tempters 
Inſtigation drawing out Mans Corruption,cor- 
rupted the very Church it (elf : The Sons of 
God, (Deut. 14.1.) or Members of the Church, 
looks, likes, loves, and luſts after the Dawgh- 
ters of Men, that were out of the Church, 
Their Eyes became Burning-Glaſſes to ſet 
their Hearts on Fire, even Loop-holes of Luft, 
and Windows of all Wickedneſs ; the Luft of 
the Eyes uſher'd in the Luſt of the Fleſh and the 
Pride of Life, 1 Joh. 2.16. Profeſſors then be- 
gan to be profligate with the Prophane, and 
made prophane Marriages with them 3 as pro- 
phane Eſar did, Gen. 26. 34,35. and 28, 8, 9. 
- contrary to God's Law, Dext. 7. 3, 4. They 
took, them Wives, of all which they choſe : that 
is, Suchas their wanton Eyes and wilde Af- 
fc&ions liked and loved, without either Gods 
Licenſe, or the'r Godly Parents Leave : {| Cam 
multiem Cepiſſent Generare, Multkm Cepiſſent 
Degenerare. | When the Two Seeds mingled, 

X | multi- 
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multiplied, and began to Generate much, they 
began to Degenerate much : Their Marrying 
by the Eye,more than by the Ear, (thinking a 
fair Face enough, though covering never ſo 
foul a Soul, without either Holy Grace, or an 
Honeſt Race ) made them as Carnal as the 
 Off-ſpring of Cain : Hence ſprang the Gy- 
ants calPd Nephilims, that is, Faln Ones, ( as 
the Hebrew word ſignifies) for they were faln 
from God as they had falnon Men, and made 
Men (by force and fear) to fall before them : 

They fall into Lamechs fin of Polygamy , and 
muſt have more Wives than one | Item pellices 
Dot & Bras Volebant, | and as many Whores 
as they pleaſed : Hence all the world was 0- 

verſpread with Cruelty and Corruption, "twas 
a World of ungodly men, 2 Pet. 2. 5. Hereupon 

God faith, Gen. 6. 3. Ple Conſult no more with 
my Mercy for ſparing them , I am Reſolved with 

my Fuſtice to Ruine them : Satan had Conſulted 

to Deſtroy , (and his Conſult had an Happy 

(or rather Unhappy) Hit here.) *Tis fad 

when God will not (at ſuch a time) Conſult 
to Deliver. 

The world was now become ſo Fowl with 
Sin , that there was no Remedy but to Waſh 
it clean with a Flood, the whole Earth (plainly) 
(tank, before God ,, v.12, 19. and he Sweetens it 
with adowling Deluge : This reſolve to Reine 
the World, (to wit) both the Seeds, of Seth, as 

. well 
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wellas of Cain) muſt needs make the Devil 
Laugh to ſee his Delign ſo ſeemingly ſucceſ(- 
ful ; notwithſtanding all this, The Lord laughs 
this Projet to nothing God ſtill conſults to 
Fre, as well as to Deftroy; Though the 
World (hall be Drown'd , yet the Church 
ſhall not be ſo, according to the Devils 
Delign: for unto Noah God graciouſly 

ves a Promiſe of Preſervation , and the Plat- 
Pm of an Ark, wherein, he and bis ſhould be 
Preſerved, Gen. 6. 8,14. Yea, and for the 
Churches future Suſtenance and Accommoda- 
tion, Two of every ſort of Creatures ſhall be pre- 
ſerved alſo, Gen. 6. 20. And ah how Sequaci- 
ous were they all to God their Centwrion , they 
All come at his call \ Matth.8.9. and even beaſts 
of Prey were {o cicurated and Tamed for this 
time, that- they all Liv'd together and Dyeted 
together, (the Lion with the Lamb, Iſa. 11.6.) 
without any diflention : Yea , the Antipathy 
and Enmity *twixt the Serpent and the Woman, 
was here Reſtrained : By Faith Noah prepares 
the Ark, Heb. 11.7. and every ſtroke upon it 
was a Real Sermon to fore-warn the Old 
World, that they flee from the Wrath to come c. 
And fo this Preacher of Righteouſneſs Preached 
without Preaching 3 1n the mad(t of Wrath, re- 
{olv'd on) God remembred mercy, Habb. 3. 2. 
Thoſe Corrupters of the Earth, and of their 
ways had 120 Y.given them,wherein to be Re- 

clain'd by thisPreacher of Righteouſneſs:but they 
" | had 
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had the Space (not the Grace) of Repentance, 
and they Feered where they ſhould have Fear- 
ed, looking upon Noab's Work (of Preparing 
an Ark) onely as a Work of Dotage : as if he 
had Dreamed, not ſo much of a Dry Sunn. 
as of a Yet Winter. This long-Suffering of God 
is Admir'd and Ador'd, 1 Pet. 3. 18, 19, 20. 
All the DeviPs Vaſfals were Drown'd, (Yea, 
and* Burnt too, ) ( So Deep is the Stain 
of Sin , it Requireg Fire as well as Water 
to fetch it out.) For they are calF'd,. The 
Spirits, once in Pleaſure, now in Priſon, and in 
pain of Everlaſting Burnings 3 but Noah, Gods 
Servant, was Saved, who in the Spirit of Chriſt 
ſtrove. long with. thera for their Salvation, to 
whom: he was but alittle Beholden for his own, 
in this reſpec eſpecially, ſeeing the doorinto his 
Ark muſt be- in; the fide. of the loweſt Story. 
aud. fo it. was under. Water a whole Year, all 
the-time of the Flood 3: and it mult be a pro- 
digiouſly great Door tor {0+ vaſt and Bulky a 
Body /as an Elephant to enter 3 Noah within 
cannot {hut it, *tis too heavy for him.: This 
Jeering Generation withort would not 3 they 
owed him -no ſuch Service, Now rather than 
the Church ſhould be drown'd cither by an O- 
pen, or a not well-ſpxt Door , the molt High 
God ſtoops to that low Office of Shutting the 
Door after Noah : That which God does, is 
well done, therefore it Leaked not for ſo long a 


tim: and he that Vouchſafed to be Noabs 
Turns 
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Turnkey, condeſcends to be his Pzlot too; for a 
long and dangerous Voyage, whereby the Ship 
(or Charch ) {wam ſafe to ſhore : the Ark ar- 
rives at Artarat its place of Reſt , Gen. 7. 16, 
and S, 4. whereby the Church was ſaved. 


— —— 
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The Fourth P LO T, &c. 
CHAP. IlIL 


O ſooner was the Church (in Noab)) ſafe- 

' ly Landed , and\/God had ſmelt:s fiveet 
Savour(inſead of the flench of the Old-World ) 
from Noahs's Sacrifice, Gen. 8. 21," but Sa- 
tan hath a Fourth Plot to-promote and ; 
God will not War with a Weaponleſs De- 
vil, but- but of his Unſearchable, Wildom 
ever allows him ſuitable Inflruments to work 
withal in the world for the:glory of # own 
Grace : Th Enmity betwixt the Two Seeds 
never dyes (as before) id ons as the World 
Lives, and Cain will be Murderihg Abet (by 
Propagation) to the end of the world : yea, 
and the older he grows, the more Savage and 
Bloody will he be 3 The laſt Bite of the Beaſt 
will be the maſt deadly Bite. 

As the Serpent had crept into Paradiſe to 
Plot againſt our firſt-Parents, the firſt Fonn- 
dation of the Church, ſo Satan creeps into the 
Ark to Plot againſt -the Superftructure then 
| OT 3 
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of : he wants not his ( Cham) even in' the 


-"-." . Ark, (a Type of the Church) a fit Infirument 


_ for-him-to work with. *Tis thought this Chant 
| kad concealed his wickedneſs from Men, 


” - (which he could not from God,)) and ſoon af- 


ter Degenerated': However this had Son 


had a Temporal Favour for the ſake of his + 


good Father, which he badly Requited after- 
wards : This Curſed Cham or Ham the De- 
vil makes nle of. |. in his Perſon. 24ly. In 
his Poſterity againſt the Church of God, 1/f. In 
his Perſon; The Occaſion was this. As Satan 
had made Adam Tranſgre(s in Eating 3 ſo he 


made*Noah to Tranſgreſs in Drinking, Gen. 


9.21, He: that had Eſcaped the Drowning of 
the world by Water (becauſe Fuft: and Up- 
right) was now {perhaps not knowing, the 
ſtrength of the Grape) himſelf Drown'd in 
Wine, and was Shamefully uncovered, Though 
this Act was but once , (he was Ebrias, not 
Ebrioſis, Drunk, 'not a Drunkar#, Denomina- 
tio non fit a particulari,) yet this wicked Cham 


ſaw it both with Delight to himſelf, and with 


Derifton to his Father : and therefore Noah 
(for whoſe ſake: he had been Saved in the 
Ark) -did Doom him accxrſed , and his other 
Two Sons he Bleſſed. 21y. In his Poſterity. The 
Acgyptians (from whom the Church ſuffered 
hard things in their Houſe of Bondage.) are fre- 
quently called the Children of Ham,and Ag ypt 
the Lan4' of Ham, or Cham, Pſal. 78. 51. 
an 


C. 3. in Eyypt, Defeated by'God. 33* * 
and 105, 23, 27. and 106. 22, *Tis "Tru . 
there be ſome Hundreds of Years betwixt '+ - * 
thoſe Two Actions. (of Hams Perſon, and” of © . 

his Pofterity ) againſt the Church, which ſome- 

may judge over large a Leap, as if the Devil 

had been Idle all that Interſpace of Time :+ 

.| No doubt' but it may be ſafely ſaid , There is 

ſome time wherein God Chains up the Devil, as 

Rev. 20. 2, And whereins the Church hath her 

lucid 1Intervals, as AQ. 9.31. Yea, and this 

may be ſaid allo, That all thoſe Games the Des 

vil play'd and all the Plots he Plotted betwixt 

theſe Two, were the lower Games; the leſſer Plots 

of a Daring Devil : compared with this of 

the Church, and (of Tſraels ) being in Agypts 
Bondage. No doubt, but the Devil was gra-. 

tih'd in the Building of the Tower of Babel, 
whereby the Holy Tongue was loſt to all the 
World, (fave to One Family) and fo the Do- 

etrine of Salvation, which was Preached in 

that Tongue onely. This began Satans King- 

dom in Heatheniſm through the Confuſion of 

4 Tongues at Babel, which was Bleſſedly Recover'd 

hy the Gift of Tongues at Sion, Ad. Y. 4.' 13. 

The Devil was alſo well-pleaſed to have Los 
Righteous Soul vexed with the Wicked Sodo- 
mites, To have I{aac ( that Heir of the Pro- 
miſe, Scoffed at by Iſhinacl. Tea, Perſecuted 

alſo by him, Gal. 4. 29. To have likewiſe Pro» 

phane Eſau (o Bloodily bent againſt plain 7a- 

9 z To have Godly Joſeph Abuſed both by 


bis 
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hjs own Brethren, .aod by his: wanton'Mittris, 
- Pfst;:105.18. Oh how: would Satan have Re- 
rude to ſee Lot and:his Family Burn'd' in $0- 
dom, Tfaac Sacrific*d by his own Father Abra- 
bam >» Jacob Murdered-by his own Brother E- 
ſax, "(as Abel had been by Cain at his inſtigati- 
on) yea, and ' Foſeph periſhed: in- the Pit his 
Brethren caſt him intd;,/ or in the Przſon where 
his wicked Miſtris Lodged him. Yet God bat- 
fled the Devil, who. will play at ſmall Games 
_ Father than ſit idle, in all theſe Plats. But now 
when the 70 Souls, that went down -mto E- 
gypt, that Land of Ham, were increaſed to a 
great People; ſo as to fill the Country of Goſhen, 
Exod. 1. 7. this enraged him, fo that he puts 
out his. #tmoft Power and Policy to Suppreſs 
them: © In: the firft Age before the Flood, the 
Church of God was/(hut up ſome time in One 
Perſon. 3 as in: Adam, Abel, Seth, Enoch, &c. 
And though Adam Falls, Abel is Slain, - Seth 
Dyes, and Enoch is Tranſlated, &c. yea, and 
the Devil doth his worſt to extirpate it oxt of 
the .World , as above; yet the Great God 
hath ſo Secur'd his Church , both by Prowiſe 
and Providence, that his Mount Sion can never 
be Removed : Inſomuch that in the 24 Age at- 
ter the Flood, the Devil Loſes, and the Chxrch 
Wins Ground, and Spreads her ſelf from the 
narrow compals of Perſons, to Families, as tn 
Noah's, Abraham's, Lot's ,, and the Patriarchs 
Families ; and yet more, when the Time-of the 
oi Promiſe 
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Prontifſe ditm: nigh AGF. 7+ 4.7, througllithe 
Special Bleſſfup of: God, theQhunch freads forwb 
her'Teits, \as ſhe-is biddeny1/o, 54+ 2,84itrom 
the natrow. compals at Farvilies, and;bedamels 
Nation Great, Mighty and-Bopwlows, Dent 26:5. 
and. all- this; at of .\Ont,;#' Good «4 Dead, 
Hebr.::1KXJ134; . Satan; ragddles not with.his 
Match; when he meddles with God, who.af ve- 
ry ſtares 'can raiſe up\Children - xnto Abxahatn, 
Manth.:3.g.:-To behold the; Church wreale as 
Stars! in . the Heaven, \andas. Sands onthe Sean 
ſhore, this. makes the Devil more mad thany-evet; 
ſo he falls upon his 44h. gxapd Plat, ta Cut ber 
ſhort>byi the Children. oft.. Ham- thie Father: of 
Mitxraim , (which is: the Hebrew word. for 

Egypt ): Gens 10, 6. . © 19. nf 
he firſt part of his'Plot was to make Gl 
their Enemy;by their ſinning fouly againſthim. - 
In order. hereunto he Tempts them to' comi- 
mit 7dolatry,a God-proyoking Sin, Foſh.2 4.14. 

Ezek. 20. 8. and 23. 3,9. ba 

2, To torego Circumciſion, (the Covenagt of 
their God) which was the Reproach of Egypr, 
Toſh.3.9:and the lols of their Lord's Livery, + 
3. Tojoyn in Marriage with the Egyptians, 
Levit, 24. 20s. and: Exad,! 12.3%, Hereby the 
$un (of Religion) goes doven upon them, as God 
told: Abraham, Gen. 15.12. Then God was 
angry , and he tzrn'd the Hearts of the Chil 
dren of Ham to hate his own (God-provoking,) 
People, Pal. 105. 25. As after the Death of 
D 2 Meru 
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hjzs own Brethren, .aod by his: wanton Miſtris, 
- Pfat;:105.18. Oh how:would Satan have Re- 
joyced to ſee Lot. andihis Family Burn'd' in S0- 
dom, Tfaac Sacrific'd by his own Father Abra- 
ham, Jacob Murdexed-by his own Brother E- 
Jan, *(as Abel had been by Cain at hy inftigati- 
on) yea, and ' Foſeph periſhed: in the Pit his 
Brethren caft hum intd,- or in the Priſon where 
his wicked Miſtris Lodged him. Yet God bat- 
fled the Devil, who. will play at ſmall Games 
' Father than fit idle, in all theſe Plots. But now 
when the 70 Souls, that went down -into E- 
gypt, that Land of Ham, were increaſed to a 
great People, ſo as to fill the Country of Goſhen, 
Exod. 1. 7. this enraged him, fo that he puts 
out his tmoft Power and Policy to Suppreſs 
them. In: the firft Age before the Flood, the 
Church of God was {hut up ſome time in One 
Perſon 3 as in: Adam, Abel, Seth, Enoch, &c. 
And though Adam Falls, Abel is Slain, - Seth 
| Dyes, and Encch is Tranſlated, &c. yea, and 
the Devil doth his worſt to extirpate it oxt of 
the .World , as above; yet the Great God 
hath fo Secxr'd his Church , both by Promiſe 
and Providence., that his Mount Sion can never 
be Removed : Inſomuch that in the 24 Age at- 
ter the Flood, the Devil Loſes, and the Chxrch 
Wins Ground, and Spreads ber ſelf from the 
narrow compals of Perſons, to Families, as tn 
Noab's, Abraham's, Lot's , and the Patriarchs 
Families : and yet more, when the Time-of the 
We Promiſe 
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.Caþ.a: vaiEgypryBgeated by Ga be 
Prontiſe drem; nigh. A&P 7+ 4.7. throughiithe 
Special Bleſſſup of God,theQhunch freads forvb 
her Tents, as ſhe-is biddeny: 1/2, 54+ 2,84ifrom 
the natrow. compals at Families, and:betamdls 
Nation Great, Mighty and-Bopylows, Dent 26:5. 
and. all this; at of Ont, :#' Good & Dead, 
Hebr..:1KJ13i; . Satan: ragddles not with this 
Match; when he_meddles with God, who.af ve- 
ry ſtones 'can raiſe up\Children : xto Abrahatn, 
Matth.:3.9.:-'To behold the; Church increaſe as 
Stars! in . the Heaven, \and)as. Sands onthe. Seas 
ſhore, this. makes the Devi more mad thayevet; 
ſo he falls upon. his 44h. gxapd Plot, ta Crt ber 
ſhort>byi the Children. of, Ham- thie Father: of 
Mitxraim , (which is: the-. Hebrew word. for 


Epypt ): Gens 10,6, : | + {12 Gn 
Fe firſt part of his'Plot was to make-Gl 
their Enemy,by their ſmning touly againſthim.,- 
In order. hereunto he Tempts them to' com- 
mit 1dolatry, a God-provyoking Sin, Foſþ.2 4.14. 

Ezek. 20. 8. and 23. 3,8. | 

2, To torego Cireumeiſion, (the Covenagt of 
their God) which was the Reproach of Egypr, 
Joſh.3.9:and the loſs of their Lord's Livery, + 
3. Tojoynin Marriage with the Egyptians, 
Levit, 24. 20s. and: Exod, 12.3%, Hereby the 
Sun (of Religion) goes doven upon them, as God 
told Abraham, Gen. 15.12. Then God was 
angry , and he tzrn'd the Hearts of the Chil 
dren of Ham to hate his own (God-provoking,) 
People, Pal. 105. 25. As after the Death of 
D 2 Medi 


"BS te qth Plotugainfi theChurch C.g. 
—__ *Methigfilem(whichin Hebrew ſignifies, He Dy- 
&h, and the Dart comerh;,) the Deluge'came : 
:So after. theideath' of the godly Patriarchs their 
: Bondage began; 'They were caſt into a Furnace 
-of -Iron, Deut.- 4.'20; to; ſee them there muſt 
needs be the Devils Delight , whoſe. Deſigne 
-undoubtedly wdg'to Burn up the-Church as 
-Droſs-therein 3 + but God's Deligne (which is 
always to countermine his Mines, and to coun- 
+terplothis Plots) was, ' when he had.Tryed them, 
#0 bring them out as Gold, Job 23.10. as he did 
his 1 gage” ea from Satan's Furnace of Af- 
Action, e 2d part of his Plot was, To ſtir 
uy new King that kjiew not Joſeph, Exod.1.8. 
ell-knowing,- that-ſuch Kings as know not 
BEL or Feſus (our Brother) are his fitteſt 
..Fools-tor oppreſſing the Chxrch « This King 
(the eighth from Ham, - and ſuppoſed to be 
Buſiris,'a (avage 'Tyrant in Heathen-Hiſtory) 
-was the firſt that Opprefled 1/rael, whom his 
| Predeceſſors had entertained as Gueſts, and 
'erfjoyed'as Friends and Benefattors : Nc, I ſay, 
Ueals both Craftily and Crxelly with them, and 
( both to prevent their further Increaſe, which 
he ſaw, verſ. 7.) Exod. 1.10, 11. AG. 7. 19. 
Pſal. 105. 257 and all-this was to prove God a 
-Liar in his Promiſe: to 'Facob, Gen. 46. 3, 4+ 
Yet - his Serotec, Septuag. and Keamoruonua Ov? 
'Gre. Dealing Subtilly, his Setting Severe Task- 
Maſters over them, as..making them to make 
Brick, yea, ſuch a-Tale, and no Straw given : 
=; - 0 All 
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All this ' would not Qb, for God: catches this 
Fox in his:own net of craft dnd ervelty,1 far. 
3. 19. /andiithe more the ©hiurch: was Mote> 
fted, the more they Multiplieds: *Tis/true, this 
rigour'and 'fierceneſs (from -Pharec-: the Hebr, 
word) in/ impoſing} intolerable. hard: Labour 
upon-them, was 2 probable Plot (in; thadndis 
nary courſe:of. Nature ) to prohibit Procxeae 
tion of Children.z yet this King:was; i as rtny 
Oppreſſor'i4, a\Fool, Prov. 282.16. For, beſides 
.. *tis uſually :{een | that Labauring-men! hate 
the moſt and+the-luſticſt Childreh ; .Herg. was 
an; extraordinary path! of: Prabwdencei to.overs 
rule .this Proje&t 5 which: Divid . ctlehrates, 
[ God increaſed his People greatiy,_and-made them 
(tronger thaw their: Enemies,l\ Plalct 05.24. his 
Camomile,- the. more'-t' {Stzotten.\the faſtes 
it groweth : This Walnzttree;the-more-it-i8 
beaten, ns it bears {This grieved' there 
Grievers, Exod. 1.12. So-the-Egyptians-gric4 
ving at Iſraels Growth; bD both-thetr 
Crime and/their Curſe; :When this Deſigns 
was defeated; this Dragon (lying in thenudR 
. of the Waters; Ezck. 29-3.) talls upon: his24 
Plot, to Deſtroy all' the Males of -1ſrael-aflfoon 
as Born 3 not-unlike the great Red n,he 
ftood ready to Devour the 'Man-Child;: aſſoaices 
the Woman ( the Church) had brought it forth, 
Rev. 12. 3, 4 This Pharach \treads in'that 
Fiends fleps , 'and Commands the Mid-wives 
to Straxgle:(with a privy-Pinth) All the Boxn' 
D 3 * Males: 


38 1heath PlotudatnSthe kw ch Cl, 
Males:| Hoping) thutt tie 1:zab' (or Dragons) 
Skid right patch tup» he-Foxrthatchad: Fails 
indreping up frag 3 ut God bdMtd this Plat 
to, for: Shipbrahrarnd:Rubb, the two, principal 
Midwives; zFexted "God. ind: darſt !not:Obey 
thecKiheshahutiang and Linnatyral Commend, 
wor that: whicty' is' 3xferioar and; ſubordi- 
rRE majidnbt:gondrou: and contradidb that 
whichs i5*Szperin.cicThus Peter Explains: his 
dab. .Duties ,þ Fear. Gidy. Honour the 
7 oe with ality; 29. 

4229. + Hebtitthe! | Midmines: ſtick: (they 
needs DevitorJoreyd ;andhere the - 
Ploefticks. vuRArach'Frovats upoti them. for 
this, Snt:GomhSaiwer poybert,: and: Blefſes them, 
138,159,207 [They wouldcnoe pull dorp 
Goas Houſe,c:hhipChuxch) and Gvd builds 44 
theirs Phartbahas diſappointed, falls'on his 
gth:Po: ;jnipiblifhing :a Bloody-£4:4:toall 
his'Pcople(an wibm fome.favage Shugh- 
we-menhe probablynot nliſs,. and pols 
fibly not} without/a Penalty: toi'Neglccters,) 
Tb Drown. thoſs 'Males optily, ':ohiob.the Mid- 
wives world ndt:Strangle privately, v- 22, -Not- 
erg this B49, ans the (trit Execution 
of wi2,'E [Moſer cis. Preſerved: by: Pha- 
obs. Diab. who becomes the Ruine of 
Fharaob's Kingdom 1 This #0 "Counſel," nor 
Agha) nor Wiſdom {rieither:Craft nor Cruel- 

ty |' can prevail - againſt the Lord, Prov. 21.30: 
This ( he DSTI Moſes bringsten 
Plagues 


Plagres-0n Egypt's The finft whereof. was, Tie 
Waters wherein the Childrair Blood had:beeh 
ſhed, were tamed into Blood. And inthe lat 
were.Slain. all Egypts.Fixi4born, for their faay- 
ing Irael, Gods. Firſt-born, Exod, 4.22; + Then 
did 1/agel ge qut of the Furnace, - being-loaded 
with. Spglr, and Egypt was-plad that they were 
gone, though gone with their Jemels,Blal. 105436, 
37, 39) Exod. 12433435, 36 Fhth the Devil 
now done, and bis Infixzzmant Pharaoh? Oh 
po! he:kath yet another(his 5thrand aſt Plot) 
which)  endeth 5 as all-other Plots agpinit- the 
Church do, in his own Deſtruditon. 

Iſrael Marches three days dircctly to Horel, 
as they had Requelicd, -Exed3:15; and 5. 3. 
then turning towards the Red-Sea, Pharaoh's 
Spies gave Intelligence,” That they-were Run a- 
way, and would not Return, and that they were 
Intangl'd in the Muthtains}Exod. 14.3. This 
bardens his Heart , at which Gods Mighty 
Hemmer had given ten' Mighty-Stroakfin the 
#ett-Pizgues, yet.covld inde: no Entrance, and 
Refd/ves-to-purſue them-;: Yea, and his People 
allo,(who Repeated of their-Well-doing,”-but 
yotsof thelt-JIl) ſaying, '1Fby have we let them 
go, ver. $. all purſue and:oyertake to recover 
their Feels 5;and to bring them back to-Bon- 
got , .thinkipg-they had, caught them./1nsa 
.Pound 3+ they:bad no way to eſcape, unlels- they 
could climbup. to Heaven 3 -which becauſe they 
:£0uld: not do, Heaven comes. down. to thery, 
D 4 |  Diwiides 
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" -. q0 The 516 Blot agdin}tthe Chyreb 0:5, 
| Divides 'the. Sea, Tfrael*walks' betwixt Two 
om of - Waters,” which made a fair Lane 
For them » Exod, 14: 22y Pſa}. r05.8,9 Ifai. 
-63«.12, 1 4. * The Egyptians follow them in- 
to'the Sea, the'Angel of God*s'Preſanics (who 
had ed them thither)- remo//d' fromthe Van. 
tothe Rear, to be betwixt then and their E- 
nemies, _— who had” drowne#* IſraePs Firſts 
born. wege - rated ot Iſrael (the Church) - 
es over dry-ſhod;, and when ſafely'Landed, 
pd that Song of Praiſe to the Grd if Ifraet, 
TERS TS P/al. 77- 8. and 18,71 ;) for this 
Of. De Hiverance, ” 4 
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N? Goter uns Ie! got Cife buvof the - 
Red-Sea, and::into the Barren Wilders 
-meſt;, but preſently the Devil Projets' # Fifth, 
'Phet , and plays'a' New--Gamp-agaiiſt- the 
| vCharch in the Wildeewly c-Lalld; AF 7. 

38.) in not-,only-/ making the !Maulticude to 
murmur againſt Moſer lefssthan for times 
about their Meat ,:(in. the Cauſe: arid  Quar- 
relof the Belly 3 'as the Wilderneſt- wanted 
[Proviſion , ſo-ithey: wanted Patience "to keep | 
ou with their Governors ) but allo in ſiirrivg 
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c.5. inthe Wildern.defeated by God. 41 
up Amalek,, (Eſax's *Grand-Child, Geh. '36, 
15, 16. and the Heir of his Hatred againſt 1 
rael> for ing hitrrof his Bleſſing as: well as 
Birth-right ) to War agaibſi-him, Exod: 17.8, 
[Theſe Amalekites being a. -Warlike-, People, 
and now. fearing. that the Bleſhng (conferr'd 
upon Facob.by 1agc_). would be confirm'd,and 
not having the Fear of God before their Eyes, 
[4 wioeds, This Seed of the Serpent waye 
lays the Seed of the Woman in their paſſage to 
the -Land: of Promiſe , which was the Bleſſing 
promiſed: Amalck meets them by the way, not 
with Bread and Water, as he ſhould have 
done tochis-afflicted Kindred, 0bad. v.1o, 11, 
12, 13. but with Fixe and Sword, and cuts off 
the bindmoſt-of them, Deut.25-48; Yea, and he 
'excxrcig d the Devils Craft, as well as his Crux 
elty; in {miting all that were faint and; feeble, 
that came behinde the Hoſt 3 not unlike the 
Serpent (that Acted him) in- his 'braifing the 
Heel of \rael. This ( Foſephwlaith) way das 
'by comman._ conſent .and Counſel -of all the 
Nations adjacent , in;.theix. Em Qurs., 
pitching Unanimoufly:ppon this People of 4 
malek (as being. ot-ahe:motk-Martia] and. Mi- 
litary 'Spirit :afd: Coiage) to. cut off. I/reel, 
whoſe Renown now - had+ſo exceedingly A- 
larum'd. them.. . 1ſrael [-or' the Chxreb. mn 'the 
Wildeineſ) was at this-tume under great Dif- 
advantages, - (neither expeing any Ads of 
"Hoſtility, nor being . provided of due Arms 
NAN _ 
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1.2.The 5th Plot againfs the Church c:5,. 
and Ammunition) was much diſmayed at the 
danger of being: afſanked by: a puiſſant and 
well-armed Adverſary. .\Now the grand: Plot- 
ter-(Satan)) had ia. fair Proſpe&t of his fifth 
Plot as to-its ſucceſs, -but fill the .miſchiet: of 
it was; he reckon'd' without this: Hoſt, Even 
the- Lord "of Hoſts , that Man of | War, Exod. 
15.3:'who giveth:Victory, (not -as . the De- 
viSut)-4s-himſelf pleaſeth : For though tif 
Lotd'pertnigteth'Amaleh to oppoſe - 1/rael, for 
the Chafſtiſement of their Murmuringsiz . yet 
had he*other Defrgns'-than onely. to.Chaltize 
His:Church, whore be bad allur'd into the (Wril- 
debneſt , He muſt alſo Speak Comfortably to ber 
"Heayt; Hol. 2:14; »-:Amalek; nut Fl: (and 
therein-the Devit®Prije&)» betore i'theuPtople 
offs Promiſe , arid: they mulbnot anhp:be 
encolrtged by their/Vidtory: overiche :24male- 
#745 they-had- been- with that' over the £- 
pypManr, -but alfo Envithed with: rheir Spoils, 
4iÞ Furniſhed: with-theix Arms dnd Amrtuni- 
Hills God bath inchis Defigne ) not: only the 
c294Ht fit Dinoctncy ma bis: People ta Chaſtize with 
Ros, bat allo the!Gpllt of Inſolency-in his Ene- 
ies 29 Scourge withS conpions.” "IS 
1%. Yarrbfek,, indeed; eomes-forth to mect Tfrael, 
-but/it was to meet his own rxixe, and to fetch 
rf his own” deftrutiton, which Miſes | Precand | 
-by-Prayiig, and Foſhua\-Preliands |. by Fighting 
' brought. upon him :*2Moſes in the Moumdifts 
'up \the- Rod to God; as a Standard againſt 
LE Amalek 


c.5.inthe' wilder Defeated by God. 43. 

| Amal&k3\ and Foſhna” in the Valley Enguges 
them and Moſes's Prayers' gave molt -effeCtual 
Puſhes, as wall as Foſba's Pikes, againit theE> 
nemy. Moſes Orat 49+ Vincit®,: Ceſſat &f* Vinci 
tur, V1.2; While Moſes's:Devotion goes down; 
Amaleks'Courage gets up and-prevaileth-3-but 
when-it-goes #pand keeps upy being ſuſtained 
upon-Chilt; the Stonerof Jſraet , then Amelek, 
# diſcomfited, v.13. And'being; theohrit Nas 
tion-that- Warr'd againſt the Church, after her 
Deliverancefrom Egypt, God's Hand is upon 
his Throne , Swearing, 'That) be will have's 
perpetual Way with Amnalek, - and wipe''out tht 
Remembrance of thent from under Heaven,-ve 1.4, 
16, Amizlet's Hand had been lifted up againſt 
Go4's Throne, his Chrivech, *fo'called; * Fertms. 3.6% 
21." Now God*s:Hand'is lifted »p"upor his 
own Throne;'in taking:this Solemp Outh;That 
He wonld wage War again Arnalek forever 2 
This prefent Diſcomhiture:was but'a*Ppp213bis- 
men4 or Pledge: of this perpeemal Jun Apd 

Jaſting; Monmnent of God's great -Medcy to 
yaet; in this firſt Victory; + Moſty bills aivAR 
tar;/and calls it | Fehovab N59r;]- chat-15, The 
Lord ir my Bamier , \nhder whole Stdkdartt He 
had'got the Vidtory*' And as 2 laſtirg: Mero- 
rial/'of God's great Wrath "agpiiilt \4mmblble,c4 
this firſf Oppoſition /" Mofes -tult retord this 
of them, {either in the Book of the Wars of the 
Lord, Namb.- 21. 14. which 45 Jatens } oriin 
the' Pentatenchowiych Het was then-weiting arid 
£1 now 
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44 Tbs $th PlotagaM/? the Church c.5. 
now extant, That they;ſhould utterly be deftroy- 
ed. : This Sazx/ ſhould. hayc-done, '1 Sam. 15.7, 
&c: deftroying, onely: ſame 3 David deſtroyed 
more; .2:Sam. $3.12», Such as eſcaped thoſe De- 
tructions, ; were-deſiroyed by the Simeonztes in 
Hezekgab's time, 1, Chron: 4. 41,:42,:43+» 'Lak- 
ly, Hamen and: bis Ten: Sons were ſlips of this 
eurſed: Stock,, and. Hanging was thei end, and 
the' end.of chat Rece of Rebels (being the laſt 
that-we-read of )} #0: be Rooted out, * Oh how 
dangerous 1s it to anger the Antient of Days |! 
. bi#:Forbearance (for many Hundred Years) is 
no Forgiveneſs :;:T was 400 Y. after when, God 
gave-Command -to deſtroy tveme utterly , 1 Sam, 
15.2+and long; after that ; God made a War 
againk-them, and at laſt did Rvot them out, 
{Root and Branch. : Thus Amelek, Hebrew ſig- 
nifying.| Populus. Lingens] a Licking People , 
that. had licked »p the Hindmoſt of. 1/rael, the 
Wrath:of God licked. them all up as Fixe doth 
Stubble,, who can ftand before. Everlaſting Burn- 
ings? | 1a. 33. 14. The Chuxch's Protefdor is 
Conſuming hre to them, Hebr. 12..laſt,, who 
not onely Laughs - but-Bwrns, not ongly-their 
Plots but their Perſops t9,notbing. i A Man, had 
better Anger all the Witches in the World, 
yeaall the Devils in Hel,than Auger this One 
| ——— the Heat of whoſe Wrath laſts 
anger. and Burns deeper than the Coals of Fu- 
niper, Pſal.. 120, 4.; His Judgments are ſevere 
and . durable, never, rot in- the Sky ;. * Twas 


this 


c:6, in the Wildern . defeated by God 45 © 
this Divine. Wrath that: waged War againſt 
Amalek from one Generation-to another, un- 
til it came at laſt to an utter Extirpation , Ha- 
man (the Agagite) of the 'Blood-Royal of £- 
malek deſcending from Agag their King whom 
Saul ſpared) is Hanged, no more of that Re- 
bellious Race (that Warr'd againſt Iſrae] with- 
out Cauſe or Provecation) do we Read of, the 
Wicked are forgotten_, Ecclel. 8, 10. Yea, the 
Devil (that ſet them on work)-is Chain'd and 
Defeated : The Chxrch (by her Champions help) 
abides for ever. ; | 


2 x by 
no more doth he depart from his Church, he 
will have his Retwrns todo her all the 21] twrns 
he can : Thus doth he here to the Church in 
the Wilderneſs, that almoſt as cloſe did he 
Dogg her behind, as the Pillar of Glory did 
Conduct her before; and though Chriſt (whom 
ſhe Tempted there, 1 Cor. 10. 9.) ſuffered her 
thus to be Proved and Tryed, yet it was al- 
ways to do her Good at the latter end, Deut. 
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The Sixth Plot &*c. 


GHAP. VI. 


S ſaid, Like. 4. 13. - That Satan De- 
parted from Chriſt onely for a Seaſon 1 


The 


46 The 6th Plotiuguirſt thr Ohavehs c.6; 
The fix'b Plot againſt the Chrrch,- (which 
was the ſetond/in' her Wrlderneſs-ftate) was the 
Tempter tempting' Iſrael to ſet up the Golden- 
Galt) Exod. 32. 1+ Which, the Devil knew 
well,” would make God-Diſown, Difeard;, and 
Difcovenant his People; This is one 'of Sa- 
tans Grand Wiles ; that when he cannot play 
his Game upon the open Stage of' the'World 
by- an Extrinfick-Adverſary, as by Amalck,, 
then he trycs his Skill 'by an Tntrinfick-Engine, 
{crewing himſelf into the Mindes of -Tſrael *: 
(this piece of Ingenuity he taugt the Feſwits, ) 
and being 'Ewvnczegic, a Lover of' Idol-Wor- 
ſhip, (as_ being, Devil-Worſhip, 1 Cor. 10. 20, 
21.) he puts them upon making an Idol, to 
make God caft them oft and deftroy them, tor 
ſuch a God-provoking Sin, v. 22. as provoked 
God to Fealoufies The Advantage Satan took 
for promoting this his Project,was Moſes's Ab- 
fence, ( Non-refidents do little conſider this,) 
though: Moſes had Warrant tor his Abſcnce 
both trom God and his People : For 1/t, God 
 calf'd him up into the Mount, Exod. 24.12. And 
2dly the People conſented that he ſhould be as 
an Ambaſſladour and Mediator betwixt them 
and.God, Exod. 20.19, Moſes (the 40 Days 
Faſter )) ftaid longer with God in the Mount 
than the People expected, though all the while 
he was Negotiating their Weal , in bringing 
ghe Two Tables of the Decalogue, (both of 
God's Writing and Workmanſhip, 6 
: anc 


c.6.- in the Wilder.defeated by Gyd:. "47 | 
and 32.16.) the Heavenly.Pattera of 'the Ta- 
berndtle, with all the: Ordinances concerning, 
Legal-Worſhip, to them :- They grew Impatient 
of Moſes delay : The Devil (no doubt) did 
ſuggelt ro the worſet fort, That be was tori of 
Id Beaſts ; and to the better ſort, That (as 
Enoch was) he was Tranſlated into Heaven, as 
Foſephus faith. Or, That he had deſerted his 
Charge and mocked them, as {ome. Or,” That be 
was Aſhamed to return, becauſe he could not make 
good his Promiſe of Condutiing them into the 
Land of Promiſe, as others fay. Hereupon 
this Stifſ-necked People ({o called, Exod. 32.9.) 
wyl ſtay no longer : Joſhwah could wait tor 
Moſes (all alone all the time) on the out-fide of 
the Cloud, Exod. 24. 13. and 33. 17. yetthe 
People could not(with company )in their Tents. 
Thus Delnded by the Devil, they would have 
a Worſhip of their own, {uch as they had Re- 
tailed in their trading with the Merchants 
ot Egypt , Acts 7. 39, 40. Though they 
wanted Moſes. yet they wanted not the Pillar, 
Deut. 9. 15. But becauſe this Pillar. of Glory 
{tood ſtill during Moſes Abſence, they would 
have a ſtirring God to lead them at their Will, 
when and whither they pleaſed : Hence they 
ſay,| Up, make us Gods, to go before w ; | Oh 
How had the Devil acluded them (even to a 
Stupefaction) to make them prefer a Stirring 
Calf (that could not ſtir, but as they flixr'd ic, 
having Feet, but waiked nat, &c. Pſal. 115. 4, 
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* The ſixth Plot againſt the Chrrch;- (which 
was the ſetond/in'herWilderneſ-ftate ) was the 
Tigre tempting' IſFael to ſet up the Golden- 
Galt) Exod. 32. 1+ Which, the Devil knew 
well, would -make God: Diſown, Difeard; and 
Difcovenant his People; This is one 'of Sa- 
tans Grand Wiles ; that when he cannot play 
his Game upon the open Stage of' the World 
by- an Extrinfick-Adverſary, as by Amalch,, 
then he trycs his Skill'by an Tntrinfick-Engine, 
{crewing himſelf into the Mindes of - Tſrael ': 
(this piece of Ingenuity he taugt the: Feſaits, ) 
and being 'Edwnezegic, a Lover of' Idol-Wor- 
{hip, (as_ being Devil-Worſhip, 1 Cor. 10. 20, 
21.) he puts them upon making an Idol, to 
make God caſt them off and deſtroy them, tor 
ſuch a God-provoking Sin, v. 22. 4s provoked 
God to Fealoufies The Advantage Satan took 
tor promoting this his Project,was Moſes's Ab- 
fence, ( Non-refidents do little conſider this,) 
though: Moſes had Warrant tor his Abſcnce 
both-trom God and his People : For 1f. God 
 call'd bim up into the Mount, Exod. 24.12, And 
2dly the People conſented that he ſhould be as 
an Ambaſſadour and Mediator betwixt them 
and.God, Exod. 20.19. Moſes (the 40 Days 
Faſter ) ſtaid longer with God in the Mount 
than the People expected, though all the while 
he was Negotiating their Weal , -in bringing 
the Two Tables of the Decalogue, (both of 
God's Writing and Workmanſhip, Exod.31.15. 
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c.6.- in the Wilder.defeated by Gpd: 47 _ 
and 32. 16.) the Heavenly.Pattera of -the Ta- 
berndtles, with all the1Ordinantes concerning 
Legal-Worſhip, to them :- They grew Impatient 
of Moſes delay : The Devil (no doubt) did 
ſuggeſt ro the worſet fort, That he was tor: of 
Iild Beafts ; and to the better ſort, That (as 
Enoch was) be was Tranſlated into Heaven, as 
Foſephus faith. Or, That be had deſerted his 
Charge and mocked them, as {ome. Or,” That be 
was Aſhamed to return, becauſe he could not make 
good bis Promiſe of Condutting them into tbe 
Land of Promiſe, as others fay. Hereupon 
this Srifſ-necked People (ſo called, Exod. 32. 9.) 
will ſtay no longer : Foſhnah could wait for 
Moſes (all alone all the time) on the out-lide of 
the Cloud, Exod. 24. 13. and 33. 17. yetthe 
People could not(with company )in their Tents, 
Thus Delnded by the Devil, they would have 
a Worſhip of their own, {uch as they had Re- 
tailed in their trading with the Merchants 
of Egypt , Acts 7. 39, 40. LIhough they 
wanted Moſes. yet they wanted not the Pillar, 
Deut. 9. 15. But becauſe this Pillar. of Glory 
{tood ſt; during Moſes Ablence, they would 
have a ſtirring God to lead them at their Will, 
when and whither they pleaſed : Hence they 
{ay, [ Up, make us Gods, to go before w | Oh! 
How had the Devil acluded them (even to a 
Stupefaction) to make them prefer a Stirring 
Calf (that could not ſtir, but as they flixr'd ic, 
having Feet, but waihed not, &c. Pſal, 115. 4, 


52 ©, 


| : 5, £;7,8.) before a' Stnding-Pillar, that did 


4 3 48 The th Plot againſt the Charch.c. ”. 


Support their Union i and Communion ' with 
, Yea, a Pillar of Glory, which had' Divi- 


ded: the RedsSea, and deſtroyed both Agype ' 


and Awalek for then ; And Oh how had $a- 
tan Intoxicated Iſrael fo, as to make them See" 
double; for though they had but one Calf.yet they 
cry, [ Theſe be thy Gods: which brought thee out 
of Fg,ypt, 7. 4] even to this ſingle as well as 
ſenceleſi Idol, No doubt but the Grand Plotter 
had now a fair Proſpect of his preſent projet, 
. and could not-but think , he might wir the 
Game. And ſo indeed. he bid fair tor it, hav- 
ing gain'd this Notable Point, in aſmuch as 1/- 
rael had twice promiſed To do all that God had 
Commended, Exod 19. 8. and 24: 7. Yet here 
he makes them to break the very 1(t of the 
Ten, [in. having, other Gods, | and the 24 alſo, 
[in'Making and Worſhipping a Calf=Tdol,| as 
it he had defign'd to drive them thorough gra- 
dually in the Breach of-all the Fen, one after 
another : However, he had already drawn 
them ſo far out of Gods Favour, as to make 
them Naked, Exod. 32. 25. to wit, Deſtitute 
of Divine Prote&ion , (which had hitherto 
been their Armor of Proof.) and Exposg'd to 
be devoured of their Adverſaries, Gen. 3. 10, 
Rev. 3- 18. and 16. 15. God bids Moſes Get 
thee down, (before the 40 Days were Expir'd) 
for thy People have Corrupted themſelves, v. 7, 
God will own them no longer, they are zine, 
2 father 


} 0.6. 3 the Wildern. Defeated by God.4g 
rather than mine, ſeeing they have turned afide 
ſo quickly (when thy back-was but newly tri 
. of ther) tt me alone' that I may deſtroy then, 
v. 10. Now the Devils Game was at the Fair- 
eſt, yet he wins not, but loſeth it : God faith 
to Moſes, Go down quickly, Deut. 9. 12 but he 
return'd not till he had firſt Prayed, and alſo 
. had Prevailed, Ezck. 32. 11, 12,13, 14. God 
(as it were) beſpeaks his own Freedom, v. 10. 
Moſes' by the great power of his Prayer doth 
(after a fort) tye Gods' Hands from Puniſhing 
this Rebellious people z, as if Moſes's Devotion 
had been ftxonger than Gods Indignation, not 
by the prevailing of Humane Power above 
Divine Onanipotence, but by * Condeſcendin 
of Divine Grace to Humane Prayer 3 eſpecial 
ly this of Moſes, who preferr'd Gods Glory 
before his own . Preterment, which God of- 
fer'd him, v. 20; God. Grants a preſent Re- 
prieve fron Utter Deſtruction, yet not a Li- 
berate from future Plagues, v. 35. Upon New 
'Provocations God Reckons for the New and 
the Old : There is (faith the Rabbies Jan Ownce 
of this Calt in all the Plagnes upon them to this 
'day : Though Satan had got by. this Calf, 
the Breaking of the Two Tables ,. (hewn out 
of the Saphir of the Throne of God:, Exod. - 
24. 10s as the Thargum faith) by his Tranſ- 
porting Maſes to do unadviſedly with bis hands, 
V: 19. (as well as Speak Unadviſedly with bis 
Lips, Pla. 106, 33z) Jucging Iſrael oO 
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_ of 'fucha. Jewel now ; Forfeited: : They had 
broke the Two firkt ofthe Ten, and for this, 
he breaks them all at'ofce, becauſe Gods Bride 
had plaid the Whoze: at the! Threſhold of the 
Marriage-Bed-Chamber, ſo had Joſt her Title 
toher Dowry and. Jewels,neither are thg Tables 
to beReſtored, nor the Tabernack to be Erect- 
ed; nor the : Creating Angel . (Chriſt) Exod, 
23. 20,21. to go along with them, but they 
ſhall be tum'd over to a Createds+Angel, Exod, 
33. 23. This Degraded their Dignity. Not- 
withſtanding, all this, ghe Crafty Devil carries 
it not, but his. Plot s Langh'd to nothing , fot 
Moſes broke the Golden Calf, as well as the 
Two Rich Jewel-Tables , Executed: Divine 
Juſtice upon the Chief in the Tranſgreffion z 
(about 3000 of the Ring-Leaders) Exod, 32, 
20, 27,28, Then Returr'd he up again un+ 
to God (as:Angry as he was) to Intercede 
for thoſe Calviſ-Idolaters the 24. time, v. 30. 
and (though Rezzrn'd back the fame day with 
a {ad Anſwer , whereupon T1/rael is Humbled, 
Exod. 33. 3, 4.) The Mourners (as good cauſe 
they had to mourn for the loſs of Gods pre- 
ſence, Hoſe 9. 12.) looked after Moſes, Exod. 
33.7, 8. to ſee what acceſ{ to God, and what 
Succefi fron God he could Obtain. by this 
Addreſi he gains ſome Hope of Reconciliati- 

on, then the 34. time he goes up again, 
 14;17. and Faſtsother 40 Days; and by hard 
weging in Prayer and Faſting, he at laſt — 

Va 
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fls' in the” whole : (This kind of Devils 
Me 7 Det 'of ſdtjatrf ) *would not be Caſt 
bat bat by Faſting a Tug 5 ) Then, comes 
he End with Che , That al & 
well betwixt God NY Wer 'The: Cloud 
Pillar Returns, the Two. Tiblis are Refior' 
and a Commithon giver” to Build a, Taberna- 
cle ; Iſrael ſets about it; and not onely' does, 
but over-does in 5 bat Offetings, Exod. 36, 7; 
like x Stotmbling orle, they gain Ground 7 
their Stumbling, "Thie Tabernacle 15 Finiſh- 
ed , and Fild with Gods Glory, Exod. 40, 
Thus the Devil is Difappoinited, and his De- 
fign is Defeated, and the' Church in the Wil- 
derneſs | al Deſpi ito de Grand Diabolo] in 


Deſpight of ks Devil Marches forward to- 


wards the Land of Promiſe. 


A— 
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The Seventh PL 0 T, &&c. 
CHAP. VII. 


! thy Devil- hath not! yet done with the 
Church, but makes one Proof more 
of another Plot, from TIntrinfick, Engines, to 
wit, in the Conſpiracy of  Korah, Numb. 16. 
Satan had given the Church many when" 
bences betwixt this Plot or Conſpiracy, a 
that about -the Golden Calf ; Fc People 

_ 
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were often making Twwlts againſt Moſes, and 
as oftey did Moſes (in'the Wiſdom and Power 
TFGod.) quiet theſe Tumults. One of the worſt 
of them was that, wherein Aaron and Miriam 

did myrmur againſt Meſex upon the account of 
th rab, cither. becauſe ſhe, being not of the 

Stock of Tfrael, hinder'd him from Crrcymci- 
fing his Son, Exod. 4. 24. or becauſe he was 
c06:mich with God, and too little: with his 

Wike, as the Rabbins {ay : Or rather, becauſe 
Miriam (according to the Sgnification of her 

Name) would be Exalted, (as ſhe was a Pro- 
Phetefs, Mizch 6. 5. Exod. 15. 20. ) and 

cogld not brook that Zipporah ſhould take too 

ruch,Honoar upon her ſelf, (beaauſe of her 

Honourable Husband) , and give too little to 

her : As Satan prevailed firſt with Eve, then 
by her with Adam ; So here firſt with Miriam, 

then by her with Aaron 3 ſo ſets a Siſter and a 

Brother againſt- Moſes : he loves to Fiſh in 

Troubled Waters 3 no Relation or Qualifica- 

tion (either of Honour or Meckneſs) can ſe- 

curea Man from Offenſive exceptions, Their 

Murmuring = meek Moſes , cauſes the 

Cloud of. Glory to depart, as the fin of the gol- 

den Calf had done before, whereiw Aaron had 

a Hand. inthe Sin alſo : Moſes þs Vindicated 

by. God himſelf, Nzwwb. 12, 4. He that had 

been a Lyon in Gods Cauſe, (in breaking the 

Calf to Powder) was a Lamb in his own : and 

the leſs he ſpeaks for himſelf, the more God 

) | S LIST IF ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks for him. God Hears and Stirs, Yea, and 
Strikes Miriam .with.  Leprofre, becauſe Chief , 
in the crime, and (polſhbly.;more paſſionate and. 
perergptory in her Reports and Reproaches ; 
Not-4aron, becauſe he' was the Judge of Le- 
profie, and ſo could not be tainted with it, as 
ſome lay 3, but rather , becauſe he met God by 
Repentance, v. 10. So difarm'd Gods Indig-. 
nation, and Redecm'd his own ſorrow, Yeaand” 
Miriam waSbumbled too, Deut, 24. 9. * The” 
pcopleying ard Mourne for ber,,(to go 
betore them, Micha 6. 5,) till ſhe .was Rico - 
ver'd. © And another Diſturbance (after, this* 
Halt) was, They -Journeyed to Kadeſh-barnea, 
Numb; 13.3, 26. not.;far frgm the Sourh-" 
point of the Land of Promiſe, , Deut. t. 2, 
19,20., From.hence they Tentche Spies, which, 
(no. doubt, but) the Devil of Unbelief put 
them upon, ſecing God had. before Spyed ore. 
the Land for them, Exod. 20. 6, and Search'd 
it out, -Deut. 1. 33. But this Satisfied them, 
not 3 Seethg (with them) muſt be Believing : 
Thoſe*Spies came to Hebron, Deut. 1.22. and 
Returning with the Fruit of the Land , Ten 
(againlt Two, great odds) prove the Devils 
Inſtruments, (who had prompted them to this 
PraQticej and Rais'd an bard Report upon the 
Glory of all Lands, Ezek. 20.6. Numb. 13.32 
Hexeugon Iſrael falls upon, Miltakes : As 1th. 
That the Lird Hated them, Deut. 1, 27, wherc- 
as never was Child more Charily carried by- a 
ODE E 3 _—_— 


54 The 7th Plot againſt the Chyrch c.7. 


Tender Father, (as his own Bowels,) and ne- 
ver was Prince ſerved th tnore Stite, than they 
had been all along 3 yet they thus Deſperately 
Belyed the Lord. 24ly They make themſelves a 
Captain to Return t6 Fgypt, Neb, 9, 16,17, 
as if that were better for them, (which could no 
way be.) Thus they caſt the Helye (accord- 
ing. ti the Proverb) after the Hatchet , and 
like Children, becauſe they 'might, not have 
what they would, grew Sz/lain , and would 
have nothing : This highly plealed;ghe De- 
vil, and the rather, becauſe it might Diſ- 
pleaſed the Lord, infomuch as he Fwore, They 
ſhowld wander, in a Circle until they were "worn 
ous, and ſpend about 38 y. in Journeying from 
that place (of their 'Sin) K leſh-Bargtz , to 
the, ſelt-lame 'place Kadeſh- area, again, 
Nmh. 33. 18. and 36, which'is call'd' Rab. 
mah, here » but hefore, Parab, and Kadeſh, 
Numb. '13. 3. 26. ang Deut. 1. 19. , Kadeſp- 
Barnes , as the Lord was there Sanfify'd 
( Hebr. Ka4ſh, ) upon the people, and 
page them Wandring Sons, as {Barnea) i ni- 

&s, Nzmb. 14. 32. Yea, and there Mans Yife 
was {hortned , from Hundreds'of Years (they 


2x had wved)to.70 or 80 Y. (as Moſes (then ma- 


' king the 90 Pſalm) ſheweth) to wear them 
out the ſooner. And thus God Was. Moth to 
them'(to wear them Þ Senſime fine $ enſu] inſenſt- 
bly away, though he would not be as. Lyon to 
them to Devour them at once, and to Extir ate 

. | them 
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® .1.cm witerly, Hol. 5. 12, 14. becauſe he had 
Pardon'd them at Moſes Prayer,Numb. 14. 20. 
And therefore doth he preſerve their Chil- 
dren both: to. pr, te the Church, and--to 
els the Land ; However, this ſad Doom, 
th in cutting their [Lives ſhorter , and an 
cauſing them to Wander (© as.to make xthat 
way, Which init (elf was but 11 days Forney, 
Deut. 1.2.' tq be aboye Three times eleyen 
years Journey, .Expos'd them for the Devil: of 
Diſconteng to paſſels-: Hence aroſe-this grand 
Plot, Korah's Conſpiracy,, as well as all their'0- 
cher ;Murmuring afterwards.... Korab was the 
Devils Chief, inſtrument 10 this 3d, and-Grand 
Diſturbance, , 10x, Jujernal. Impediment: , @@: the 
Church's Motion fo wards Cangan :\he wasthe 
Princtpal Rebel :, Hence \this. Plot [is i6alfd 
Korab's conſjiracy, and *tis' Korah's Carigregation 
qr Company, Numb. 16.5, 16,,2.2,40d-E&«.9- 
and 27. 3. And. the. Gain-jayings of ::Kerah, 
Judge 2. :11,,'And to make his Conſpiracy, the 
ſtronger, draws: i Dathgr.and. Abirany.to-be 
his. Complices, «Yea, and'250 Princes , of the 
Aſſembly, Numb. 16. 2. and got onely ſo; but 
even all;the Congregatipn,. V..19., Who were ll 
too ready. to, promote this Plot,: ke having pere 
fades them that God alſo, wonld:'promote and 
Proſper at, N= 41+ I hus/ one, Seabb'd Sheep ins 
fecied the; whole Flock 3 ang as Fuvenal {aith, 
Uveqa Goruepta livorem-ducit ab Vva : Weng 
the (Pſalmiſt Imputeth his iCanſpiracy-to-all 
E 4 Iſrael 
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Tſratl, '| They Envyed Moſes alſo," and Azron 
the Saint of #he- Lark. Pa. 105.16.) Inaſmuch 
as the people did neither Defire to punith 
thoſe Conſpinators, nor Enter'd their proteſt a- 
gainſt them,thiey are 211 look*d on as a Rabble 
of 'Rebels againſt-God and his Servants , and 
actuſed as Guilty of the'Sin : (Thus Gatans ſowy 
Leaven almoſt Leaven'd the whole bump : ) 
And though Aaron was not Innocent in the 
Two former Internal. Impediments , being an 
Acceſſory in them hoth , yet in- this he keeps 
Clean, and is caWd 2 Saint of the Lord, being, 
one of the main Marks thoſe Rebels Shot at? 
for Korsh (his Coufin-German, Exod. 6, 18. ) 
of th# Tribe of Levi , Aſpired to have the 
Priefi-Hoofl from Aaron, v. 11.'and being en- 
raged * that Eliz.aphan Son of the 4th Family, 
ſhould be preferred: before himſelf of the 24. 

K anily, Numb. 3: 30. and he Incenſes Da- 
than and 'Abiram” (who were his next Neigh- 
bours in the Camp, fo ſooneſt ſeducef) v0 olzime 
the a5 IEG from Moſes, as being of Rexben 
the Firſt "Ty againſt Moſes, and , opainf 
Aaroh, Numb. 16, 3, 11. againlt } 
and againſt Miniſtry, a Deſperate an Dan: 
gerous Conſpiracy, 1/t. In $ lauiidering' the Go+ 
vernoxrs , that they took too much $tate', too 
much For, too much Honoxr, and too much 
Holineſs upon them 3 whereas they took none 
of theſe upon them, but what the Lord God 
had given them , Hebr. 3+ 3+ . and'5, 4s tle 
theſe 
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theſe Ring-leaders of the Rebellion moſt 'pre> 
ſumptyquſly, preſcribe an Amendtment of 
Gods Word ard Work , and would have hi 
Divine Inſtitutions to truckle unto their ir Hh. 
mane” Humour, and fond meander 2dly. In 
Flattering the Goperned, As if the people _ 
Holy, and might make their immediate 
cher to God both with their Incenſe an Of: | 
ferings. All this is as falſe as the former, Mo- 
ſer was Ambitious, (lay they,) 'Tis as true as I/- 
rael was Holy, much alike : had Moſes been 
ſo, while God lifted him up over 1/7et, he had 
never falnat their Feet, as v. 1. And had 4p 
rael beetx Holy, (who had now ſcare wly wiyed 
their | Mouths of the hate Tranſgr ) af 
—_ theze had never been ſo much Tdolatry, 
Infidelity, Mutiny amongſt them: : - What 
couſd Hr Wicked: if all theſe world 
Denominate them Holy ? 

No doubt but the Devil had a fair 
of his Plot and Deſign, when he had raiſed »þ 
a Grand 'Ringleader of Rebellion , and not 
only fo, . but when this'One Man, v. 22; the 
Great. * 'JPheel (the Primus Motor , , or / Printim 
Mobile ) thereof, had ( by his Inftigation”) 
Twiſted to himſelf ſach Two confiderable 
Interefts of '250 Princes, and of ſo tmatny Peo- 
ple, yet — pda} erty. or than the 
Higheſt, Ecdleſ. 5. 8.) Laughs all this to No- 
thing 3 for Moſes ns tells them, v. 11. That - 
this their Riſing wa againſt the Lord , as the 
Lord 
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Lond told Sax! after; Saul, Saul, why, Perſecu- 
zeſt thou me ? AQ, 9. 4, Who ever hardued 
binſelf againſt Gpet and proffered ? Job 9. 4. 
Nor they.then, for: ( 1} ): $7.4 Retorts upon 
thoſe, Rebels the ſarnc. they had- falfy.xefleted 
upon - him and A#azon, Ve. 7. le take too unech 
_ ge on of 194g (as doth Ejias upon 

' 1 Kin. 13+ 17, x8.) and (to Hide eds 
fon thens,, Job 33-174); he minds them, not 
to look up at thoſe. few - Prieſts that were a- 
bove . chem; ſo mughas look down at the ma- 
ny.1 Myxiads: of pcople.that. were. below them. 
Theix./ Lhankful-Contentedneſs .with, . Shi 
Adwapcement (a6; heviter) above ki the. pe 
ple, ſhoald have.hept them from 5ebo al 
Diſcorteatedyets at 1 the few prielis chat;were 


above; theus : But: ly, Rebels were 
Lncougſcllable, acar pile, al ey ty 


and Ambition are re 
Hines they ſay, He poill = come WhVs" "A 2," Pre- 
ferring the Land of., Azgypt (their Houſe of 
Bop e, and theirfran Eunace, Dem. 4. 20.) 
iefully 3nd Maligigully , before 
_—_— wrote + ae Oraciqus Promiſe, v.13, .14- 
Hereupoam (24): Moſey peſerrs this, Controver- 
hie þerwixt the; Church Malignout ang, the 
Trae, Clamch Milizent -to a Divine, Deciſion, 
1|t in.Rraying, that. Oy wad . mt. reſpec? their 
Offexing,v- 15. and thereby maintain bis His- 
neftiCauſe and Holy Calling agatuſht 
ders thereof 3 thay hag . forgot 'G 
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ments, upon Nadab and Abihx, Levit, 10.1, 
which ſhould have made their Hands Trem- 
ble, infomuch as Handling ſtrange. incenſe.and 
Cenſors , which they had ready provided 
when firſt they Combined to Uſurp the Prieſts 
Office, and now ſtood ſtouting it out in,the 
very Face of God but he had no Reſped. to 
their Offering , when he came to make known. 
who were his, as v. # Though he Anſwer'd by 
Fire from Heaven, it was to Burn themſelvey , 
but nat their Sacrifice. 24ly. In Predifting 
Gods Miraculous Judgement pon thoſe Re- 
bels, v. 28, 29, 39. whereja Moſes Engageth 
the Truth, and Honour of his Caxſe upon a. 
Miracle Immediatcly' comming to paſs ; At” 
laſt ('34ly.) -both the Plot and all the Plotters 
Periſhed , Jude v. 11, Some one way, and 
{orpe another, (as the Word {| ing 15s 
nifies) none of them dying a common Death, 
God” Created Two New. Deſtrucions for 
them ': Some were Swallawed up of the Earth, 
{o Buryed Quick (the worſt of Deaths). be- 
caufe their Mouths had been.open Sepulchres 
to {wallow up, Gods Servants, and Others 
were Burnt to Death with P ire from Heanjen, 
having finned by Fire in their Cenſors and Ins 
ceple. , As for Karah ( the Captain of We. 
Confpiracy, and the Ring-leader of, the Re- 
belon , the main Wheel of. this Malicious 
Miltiny ) the Scripture ſeems to doom him to 
a double Death , (as his Sin was [ aKego ] 

gs 
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a Twice-dip'd Scarlet Sin , and of a = 
dye... As it he were not only Buried Quick, 
(in, that Diſinal and Univerſal Grave) but al-. 
Ws Nerves with thoſe that Offer'd ſtrange In- 
cen(e, az if the Mouth of the Earth below him,, 
and pp ire from Heaven above him, had both 
conſpired together to Stigmatize "and Brand 
chat Arch- Rebel, who had b been the Original 
of all. 

* Fox fri, "That be was Swallowed up of the 
Earth, , appears, (1.7 Inaſmuch as th& People 
were bidden to Separate from the Tents of Ko- 
rah,'s as well as of. Dathan and Abiram, Numb, 
46. 24. And accordingly they did ſd, v. 27, 
(2.) The words; [v.30. If the Lord Create a 
New Thing , and the Egrth open ber.mouth and 

ipallow Them wy 1 ſeems to refer unto all 
the "Thzce : (3.) The Earth did $ wallw xþ all 
the Men that appertained unto Korah, v.32, 
And (4.)'tis expreſly.faid. , That the Earth did 
Dezpur Korgh hug{clf; ;Numb: 26.10, 

"2dly. That he wi ned by Fire from Hea- 
en, 11) ariſe as roy a Levite, 1, was 
| one of thoſe that bffered Ch Incenſe as God 

ed not 2. ; Korab þ joyning with them i in 
thay/zme Sin,was allo joyn'd with them in the 
F-4 Puniſhment : , They, all ſinn'd together by 
Fire, and they were all, Puniſh'd together by 
Fire, and that immediately after their bugn- 
ing Incenſe. 3. Thoſe that WErc thus' burnt 

ao *ralled Korah and by Company verl. 40. 
4. Korah's 
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4. Korab's Cenſer was among thoſe Cenſers 
which wete to be Plates for the Altar,as a Ca- 
veat to ſucceeding, Ages , That none-ſhould In-. 
vade the Prieſt-hood, as Korah and hx Compa- 
ny had done , Nurgb. 16.6, 17, 38, 39, 49. 
However he was Brerned in Hell , both he and 
his whole Tribe of Traitors: Thus the 
Sheol, v. 30. (taken either {irictly or largely, 


for Hell, or Grave) Swallowcd' up both this 


Plot and all the Plotters; Yea, and the Wiſe 
God here beats Satan, and batters his Kimg- 
dom with his own Weapon, and ftrikes him 
thorough with Arrows out of his own Quiver; 
in his'Reſerving Korah's Children alive :.| The 
Sons of Korah Died not, Numb. 26. 11.]Who 
(fome ſay) were born up (Pendulous) in the 
Air by Dive Power, (while the Earth had 
Swallowed p their Wicked Father) being ei- 
ther Innocent of their Fathers Sin, or Penitent at 
Moſes Admonition, Numb. 16. 5, And thoſe 
became as eminently Service#ble, as their Fa- 
ther had been notoriouſly Deſtructive ro the 


Church. Of them deſcended Samuel, 1 Chro. . 


6. 33, 34. (with 1 Sam. 1,20.) They were fin- 
gers in the Houſe of the Lord, v.31. And many 
Pſalms have them in their Titles, as P/al. 42, 
44, 45, &c. Thus God can gather Grape 

from Thoms, and Figs from Thiſtles ; An 

(as one faith) can make White Paper even of 
Dunghil-Rags : An Holy Off-fpring Extra- 
Ged out of an Unboly Root + + Thus Satamw 
loſes 


- . 
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' Zoſes Ground: by this Plot , and the Church 
winns 3 «Aaron's Prieſt-Hood (fo oppoſed) is 
Contirm'd by a Miracle, Aaroti*s Rod ( alone) 
Bx4ded:; Numb. 17. And the Church marches 
on towards Canaan o | 


pt — 


The Eighth Plot ec. | 
CHAP. VIII. 


He Sth. Plot is as a Rope of the De- 
vils making, wherewith' he Deligns 
to draw back the Church not onely from 
Canaan, (when they were come to the yery 
South-point of it, Numb. 21. 1.) but: alſo 
farther off into the F7ilderneſs, yea (if polhble) 
into Zgypt again : and in Order hereunto 
whereas the S ipture faith 4 3-fold Cord is 
not, eaſily broken, Egcl.4.12. | To make it frong 
er, Satan Twiſts his Rope (here) of 4 Cor 
to make it a 4-fold one, that it might make a 
ſtronger Hale without breaking : to wit, 2 In- 
ternal Cords , or 2 Murmarings . within the 
Camp zand 2 External Cords, or 2 Aſſaults 
and Onſetts upon the Camp by King 4rad and 
*by King Shox : yet God broke this 4-fold Cord 
more eaſily than Samſon did his, when Phili- 
ſtims were upon him, Fudg. 15. 14. and 16.12, 
As 1jt. Internally : And ift. A Murmuring 
with- 


bh m— 


_ 0,8.in the Wilder. defeated by Gotl. 63 
within the Camp for Water at Meribah, Nzmb. 
20, 2. They wanted Water the firſt 
Year of their coming into® the Wilderneſs, 
and now the lik want befalls them in this 
40th. Year of their Wilderneſs-Wandring : In 
the 1ſt, Year-want, God Tryed the Fathers, 
Exod: 17. 1, 2. &c. and God gave them Wa- 
ter-out:of the Rock Horeb, v. 6. which follow- 
ed them all along, till they came near Canaan, 
x Cor 10, 4. In this laſt Year-want God try- 
ed the Children, and they Murmur like their 
Fathers, and | Patrizando} do want Patience 
as well as Water : The former at. Rephidim, 
Exod.' 17. and this at Kazeſh,do Harmonize 
in many - Particulars 3 fave that Satam was 
more- ſbocefifel] in this Plot than in that, for 
here he Tranſports meek Moſes ( 1.) to anIm- 
moderate Anger, to Speak unadviſcaly with his 
Lips, Pfal. 106.32. (2.) Toa Speaking (paſ- 
fionately)'to the People, when he ſhould have 
Poken (believingly) to the Rock, v. 8.3.) To 
his Smiting it, and that Twice, as in a pang of 
Paſſion, when he ſhould have onely Spoken to 
it with the Rod in his Hand firetched towards 
It, v, 10. *Tis true, while Moſes Spoke to thoſe 
Rebels; he ſpoke toa Rock , even to their 
rocky hearts. Here Moſes is at a ſtand, and 
his Faith ſtaggers, (as knowing a Flinty rock, 
was more like)y to have Fre fetch'd out of it 
than Fater, by ſtriking : He is not bidden 
Here to {mite the Rock, as Elſewhere, Exod. 


I7. 
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17. 6, And becauſe he did it Unbidden, (not 
believing in the Lord, nor Sandifying him be- 
fore the People, v.42.) both he and Aaron his 
Brother ( for the ſame fault) were Exgluded 
Canaan; but Satan. could not get either of 
them Excluded Heaven. However , Gol par- 
dons their Murmurings,( the Belly bas no Ears ) 
and ſatisfies their Thirit by a Miracle : Wa- 
ters came out abundantly by a Work of Omni- 
pojeney » verſe. 11. and fo the Church is pre- 

ed. 


Secondly. A muxmuring within the Camp at 
the Tediowſneſi of the way, in compaſling the 
Land of Edwn , when that unkinde Couſin 
would not ſuffer Iſrael to paſs through: his 
Land, Nzmb. 20. 14, 17,18; and 21.4. which 
had been the far neareſt way : This turning 
about Moxnt-Seir, turns them again into their 
old ( Paraxyſms, or) Fits of Murmuring againſt 
God, ( that forbad them the way through 
Seir or Edom, Deut. 2. 5.) and of Loathing 
Manna, as their Fathers had done, Numb. 11. 
5, 6: as if it were not ſo Solid and Subſtantial 
as that Food they had in Zgypt 3 though it 
maintain'd the Body in an equal Temperature 
of Strength and vigorous Health (without of- 
tending the Organs, or oppreſſing with Full- 
neſs) tor many Years, as it did Moſes, Deut. 
3447+ and Caleb, Joſh; 14. 11. For this, Con- 
tempt God ſent | Seraphim Nebaſhim | Fiery 
Serpents to Sting them, that thoſe ungratetul 

ones 


| ©-8. 5» the Wilder. defeated by God. 65: 


ones (who had cauſcleſly Cryed) might now 
have ſorhe cauſe to cry. *Tis a Fonder', that 
ſceing the Wilderneſs ( through which they 
went) did abound with thoſe and other Ser- 
pents, Det. 8. 15. That the Old Serpent (the 
Devil ).had not (before this) molefted ' the 
Church with theſe Biting and Killing-Serpents 
but the Great God” (who was their Conduct 
and Covering ) over-rxPd the Devil or Scr- 
pent, 'and: kept all thoſe Serpents from hurting 
his People, till now (by their Sin) he gave 
them a Commiſhon, as Amos 9. 3. I will com- 
mand the Serpent , and he ſhall bite thee « *Tis 
the Church's Mercy, that the Serpent eannot 
Hurt. nor Deſtroy upon God's Holy Mayntain, 
but when God permits, Tſa.65,25. Andithough 
'God . (here for their Sin) doth. permit . this 
grievous Malady, yet provides he a moſt graci- 
ous Remedy at the Prayers of his people, v. 7,8. 
to wit, the Brazen-Serpent upon a Pole ( a Fi- 
gere of Chriſt, Joh. 3. 14, 15.) to which who- 
.ever looks (tho ' with a weak Eye) are healed, 
1ſa.17.7.and 45, 23. and! oh. 12.32, 

So 2wly, Externally. (1.) Satan ſtirred up the 
Canaaxites to Oppole this Wilderneſſ-Church 
in her,Faflage to Cataun ; Now when they 
were-.came {0 nigh to-it , even to-the South- 
point of the Land, Namb. 21.1. and 33. 40. 
Theſe. wnder, King Arad fought againſt Iſrael, 
and took; ſome of them Priſoners. Undoubtedly 
thoſe Canaanites had heard of the Overthrow 

| F - which 
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- which" was given to Iſrael 38 Y. before this 
when they preſumptuouſly went iiþ againſt an 
expreſs Prohibition , Nzmb. 14. 41, 44+ 45: 
and of the Hand of God againſt them iri Pe- 
taining them fo long in the Wildernefſs Here- 
by the Devil 'hardned and encouraged them 
to Encounter Tſ7ael, coming ſo near” them a- 
gainz which was done accordingly with Tome 
Succeſs, yet from differing Thoughts bf God 
and the Deril ; For (1.) the Devil did this to 
diſcourage Tſrael, that as their Fathers through 
Unbelict centred not into the Promiſed Land, 
but their Carcaſſes fell in the Vilderneſ, Deut. 
1.27,32.35. Hebr. 3. 11,18, So their Chil- 
dren alfo tnight be deprived. (2:) But God 
Suffer'd this Succeſs for a Chaſtizement of 
their Siris; and for a Tryal of their Faith,” and 
that his People might know, that they (heyild 
riot conquer the Land by their ozyn Firenpeh, 
or for their own Merit, Pfal. 44. 3. Det. 9. 4. 
This Sicceſs of the Canaanites prevailing and 
taking ſome Priſoners, gave Satan 4 fair Pro- 
{pect of his Plot and Project 3 yet behold 'how 
the Lord baffles, him , and Larghs-i#_ to No- 
thing, for it was onely ſome Priſdners, riot all : 
rhe Church (as the Old Romans )-miay loſe a 
Battle , but-riever a War s 'This'Loff was fo 
Sandity'd, as made them take "the right way 
to prevail- with God (as Facob, the Father of 
Vows, had found it, Gen. 28, 20; ) n this 
occaſion Iſrael ( Facol's Off-ſpring, )' Vowed a 

Vow, 


” SS ” — wu YYuimw WP Yy G@o rf. *#» © 


* = »3 5. =” WU my Fr WWD 06 


a, OS . , 2. AE AR... 


6.8. in #he Waldern defeated by God. 6; 
Vow, Numb. 21. 2. invocating Gods Aﬀis- 


ſtance, and promiſing a Devotement of ther 


Conqueſt , to God : The Lord accepts of this 

Religious Vow or Promiſe, performs his Part 

of Helping them to a Victory, v. 3. King Arad 
( Satans Inſtrument ) being drunk with his 
former Succeſs, comes again intro the Field 
like Thunder and Lightning , but - gocs. out 
like Smoaky, and a Sneffs as "tis faid of the 


 Frenth, | Prior Impetus eft plus quam Virorum, 


poſterior minis quam Faminarum, | More than a 
Man \ at. firſt, left than a Woman at laſt, God 
Delivered him.mto 1frae/s hands, and his Ci- 
ties they Deſtroyed , which they Devoted to 
God;:as the Firſt Fruits of the Land of Pro- 
miſe: And that they might keep their Vow 
the better to.the end of their conquelis, the 
place” .of this hirft Victory was call'd Hormah, 
to wit, Devoter1ent, for a Standing Memorial 
both of Gods Mercy . and Iſraels Duty in 


after Ages, v. 3. And when the Devil ſaw 


that he had loſt this Game, and that Iſraels 
Sighing tor their firſt Detcat , was turned in- 
to Singing for their laſt Victory , (as well as 
for their Deliverance from the hery Serpents, 
and for their Sanedrims (or 70 Elders) cauling 
Wells to ſpring up in the Dry Wilderneſs by 
the ſtroke of their Staves, as Moſes had done 
with the ftroke of his Rod, v. 8,9. 17.) This 


- enraged him again; (2.) To ttir up Sibon King 
of the Amorites againſt Tſrael, v.21,23. Deat. 
F 2 
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$822.39. Judg, 11,20: But behold the Iflue, 
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Sthon comes forth» at the Devils Inſtigation, 
and it was to fetch his own Deſtruction, (as 
King-4rad and others had done) Gods* Judg- 
ments-need not go to finde' wicked Men, they 
do-come out to meet it the better half way: 
Fehovah (the God of Tſrael_) Smote hin: and his 
Complices, Numb. 21.24. Deut.2.33. Though 
their Height was like the height ' of Cedars, and 
they as firong as Oaks, Amos 2. 9. Plal. 135. 
IO, Il. With 136, 7 18,19. The Glory of 
this Victory in Defeating' the Devil and his 
Imps, is Attributed to the God' of 1ſ7ael ;: And 
mark a Marvellous good Providence towards 
Iſrael ; who was forbidden of God tor meddle 
with Moabs Land, Det. 2.9. Yet Sihon had 
taken this'part from Moab, Numb. 21.26, God 
takes it from him, { making him a Proverb, 
or By-word , v. 27. Deut. 28, 17.) and 


. Gives it to Iſrael : Thus they Loſt not, 


but Gaii'd by it herein. | 


————— 


The Ninth PLOT, e*c. 
CHAP. I% 


Ut the Screft Thruſt, and moſt F zery 
Dart of the Devil againſt this Wil- 
derrefi-Church , was that of the Moabites , 
with 
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with their Affiſtants the Midianites, )) *whiche, _ s 
was | Ultimus Diaboli Crepitas | the laſt Gan= * 
Shot of the Wicked one againſt Iſrael, (as to 
External or Outward: Engines, ) before they 
Entred Canaan, yet proved it (by the Over- 
raling Providence* of God) but the Shot 
of a Pot-Gun , a Dintleſs uh , and an Un- 
ſucceſsful Thruſt in the ſue : No Weapon that 
is formed againſt the Church ſhall, proſper , 
Ifai. 54. 17. This Divine promiſe did blzznt 
the point, and Spoid the purpoſe of all both 
Humane or Diabolical projects 3 Yea, of this 
laſt , which was the worſt of all, | Morſis 
Morientiam ſunt Maxime Mortiferi. | The laſt 
Bite of Dying Beaſts are moſt Deadly, no lcls 
was this latt of the Serpent to Interrupt the 
Church in her Paſſage out of the Wilderneſs 
to Canaan, 

Take a Particular View of Two Things, - 
1/t, Ot the Church's Danger, and 24ly Of the 
Church's Deliverance. God Requires a Due 
Commemoration hereof , Micha 6, 5. where 
he faith, Oh my People, Remember now what Ba- 
lak King of Moab Conſwulted, and what Balaam 
the Son of Beor Anſwered from Shittim wnto 
Gilgal, that ye may know the Righteonsneſs 0 
the Lord : The Compellation | Oh my Pod 
doth plainly Demontirate, That the ſinfuineſs 
of Gods People doth not Deſtroy Gods Claim ta, 
and bis Tntere(t in them. They are bis by Crca- 


tion, by Redemption, and by the Covenant 
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"of Grace, *Tis true, by the Old Covenant 
God « might write Lo-Ammi , and Lo-Ruba+ 
- *mah upon his Sinful Church 3 but the: Free- 
Grace of- this New-Covenang rides Trium- 
phing]y over all the Incapacities and Unwor- 
thinefſes* of his People 3 and when they are 
not (in themſelves) worthy ,- yet their Graci- 
ous God will Accoznt them worthy, Luk.2 1.36, 
When he cannot own them (as his Fewels, 
Mal. 3.17. for their {akes, yet then will he own 
them for his own ſake, Ezek. 36. 23, 23. No 
Love like God's Love, that Loves thus Freely, 
Hol. 14+ 4+ Though all the World diſclaim 
them, yet muſt God lay his Claim to them,0h 
my People, How can he Diſclaim them? So he 
tells us in his four ſzch Hows as are not to be 
parallePd in the whole Book of God, Hoſ.11.8, 
How fhall T give thee up Ephraim, &c. I can» 
not finde in my heart to do it : What will the 
Egyptians ſay, Exod. 32 .12, And, What will 
become of my Great Name? Joſh, 7. 9. The 
very Banks of Blaſphemy will be broken down, 
When God cannot behold Innocency in his Pes- 
ple, (as before) yet will he prevent the In- 
{olency of their Enemies, Deut., 32.27. Pſal. 
1.40. BS, 

The Commemoration Holds forth Three 
Things Firſt, The Plot 'or Danger x as the 
Church in the Wilderneſs had a Balak and a 
Balaam agajntt her : So the Church evermore 
in her Wilderneſi-State hath Force and Fraud, 

©, Power 


c.g. in the Wilder.defeated by Gad.: zx 
Power and Policyagainit her. 2. The 7ſwe. and 
Deliverance , God delivered the Church aut of 
their hands, Foſp.24. 10. and brought ber from 
Shittim (the place of their Sin of Ragal-Peor ) to 
Gilgal , where he Renew'd his' Covenant. 
3. The End, to Proclaim God's. Praiſe. | 
The other Plots bctorc this were a Compli- 
cation of leſſer Plots ; but this lalk External, is 
a Plot of Plots: The Devil employing his 
Grandeſt Engines at this Onſet agaiplt . the 
Church. As firſt Balak hires Balaam to come 
and ſecretly Curſe then, Numb, 22. 4. 2. He 
draws out all his Armies in Battle-Axray a» 
eainft them, to ſuppreſs them by Open power, 
Numb. 22. 5. Joſh. 24. 9. afſoon as Balaam 
had Curſed them. . 3. When this would not 
do, then by Wiles and private Policy, accox- 
ding to the Counſel of Balaam, he Scduces 
them to Fornication and Idolatry, Numb. 25. 
1,2, 3. In the Management of this /aft and 
worſt Plot, Obſerve Three things; 1. The 
Ground or Occaſion. 2, The Manner, 3+. The 
Matter thexzof. 1. The Ground,it was indeed 
a groundleſs quarrel , for Moab fretted againſt 
I{racl, to ſee them pon their Plains, juſt xeady 
to {er foot upon the Land of Promiſe, Numb. 
22.3, Though Moab was (Allied to Iſrael ) 
caſed by them of -a Troubleſome Incroaching 
Neighbour, ( Sibon King of the Amorites, that 
had taken ſome part of their Land from them, 
Numb. 2x, 26.) and (3.) aflur'd by Iſrzel that 
F 4 they 
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they would not meddle with them, or moleſt 
them, becauſe they were of the Poſterity of Lot, 
Deut. 2. 9. So it was a Cauſcleſs Quarrel, as 
Satan moved God againſt Job without Cauſe , 
Job 2.3. Thus they were Acted and Agitated 
by the Devil without cauſe on TIſraels part : 
they being of a Differing Religion, were car- 
ried on with Satanical malice, and ſought their 
Ruine. Thus Rome(at this Day) ſeeks the ru- 
ine of thoſe of the Reform'd Religion , and 
Deviſes Deceitful matters againſt them that are 
Diet in the Land, Pal. 35, 20, Their Qyar- 
rel is Cauſcleſs, 2ly. The Manner Thregfold. 
(1.) Secret and Underminingz Moab ſent no 0- 
pen Defiance by ſound of Drum or Trumpet, 
it was cloſe as the Plot of Rome againſt xs at 
this Day. 2.) It was Earneſt, Importunate 
and Irreconcileable ; for Balak was a reſtleſs 
Adverſary, and would not give over, till ſome 
Miſchief were done , as Rome doth at this 
Day. (3.) Sumpruous or coſtly, Balak {parcs 
no coſt, either in proffering Honours, or in 
Building of Altars . and w Foe Sacrihices : 
"Paul Perſecuted out of Ignorance, 1 Tim. 1:13. 
ſo was cafily Check'd, AG. 9. 4. but Balak 
out of Malice , as Rome does , and ſpares no 
coſt in her Malice. 3ly. The Matter of the 
Plot. (1) Balak, Hires Balaam to curle Iſrael, 
Numb. 22. 6. Balak was a politick and po- 
tent Prince, not more Valiant than Vigilant, 
Ingeniose Nequam , Wittily ,Wicked 3 he = 
| Or 
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for Balaam (the Devils Spelman) to curſe 1/- 
yaet, This Balaam (his Inſtrument) is calld a 
Prophet, 2 Pet. 2.16. There is frequent menti- 
on of his Receiving Meſſages and Anfwers 
from the Lord , Numb. 22.8, 13, 18. and 
24, 17. *tis ſaid, God put a Word into Balaam's 
Mouth, Numb. 23. 5. a phraſe never uſed 
concerning the Inſpiring of any of the Holy 
Prophets 3 which Word did but paſs through 
him as a Trunk through which a Man ſpeaks, 
his Heart was not Holily Aﬀected with what 
his Tongue uttered 3 He did not Eat his 
Word, as Feremy did, Fer. 15. 16, Nor did he 
Believe what he had ſpoken, as David did, 
Pla. 106, 10, And after him Paxl, 2 Cor. 
4.43 And as he was call'd a Prophet, ſo a 
Sooth-ſayer, Joſh. 13. 22. As all his Altars, 
Sacrifices and Conſultations with the Lord, 
were by the Wicked Art of Enchantments, or 
Obſerving of Fortunes, ſuch as the Diviners 
and Prophets of the Heathen uſed , Dent. 18. 
IO, 14. Numb. 24.1. He went not as at other 
times to ſeek, for Enchantments, as being Reſols 
ved to curſe Iſrael however and without Gods 
leave, he was fully bent to do it, and nothing 
ſhall Hinder him. Thus Satan makes Uſe of 
the meeteſt Means to Accomplith his own De- 
veliſh Ends, and makes Balaam to do more 
Miſchief to the Church by his Coxnſel , than 
Balak could do by his Corrage :* He lay'd a- 
Stumbling-Block betore Iſrael, Rev. 2, * Ny 
| oubt 
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doubt but this wicked Perſon had excellent 
Gifts 3 yet as he was Famous for. Prophefie, ſo 
he was Infamous foe Prophanefſ. And oh what 
pernicious Counſel was this of Balak's Con- 
(ulting with Balaam to have Iſrael Curſed, and 
that from - Heaven too, to wit, by the Mouth 
of a Prophet! this was more Dangerous than to 
Fight againſt them with all his Forces : And 
Balagm was as willing to Gurle them, as Balak 
would have had him, for the word | it:z@ww ] 
Fude 11. imports it. He pour'd out his Ma- 
lice(like Water in a Spout) after an Impetuous 
and Violent mannerz he Raz greedily from 
Altar to Altar, gaping after the Gain promiſed, 
if but his Crſing-curſed-Work were performed 3 
he. was like a {wift-ſwelling Torrent , that 
breaks down all its Banks and Bounds which 
are . made to keep it in. Thus Balaam's 
march to Marre the Church was as furious as 
Feb#'s; ſo that neither God's Prohibition be- 
fore bis Fouraey, nor the Cruſhing of his Foot, 
the Speaking of his Aſs, the drawn Sword of 
-ghe Ange) in bis Fourney, nor the Diſappoint- 
ment oF all his Endeavours. by his Enchant- 
ments afterwards , could hinder him from 
purſuing his Curſcd-curſing project : yet-God 
made all fruitleſs and fruſtrate, neither had 
Balak his Will , nor Balaam his Wages : God 
Gver-rules the Devil and his Spelman 3 Turns 
the Defired Curſe into a Devont Bleſſing : gladly 
would Balaem have Curſed Iſrael, but he can- 
| | not 
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not wagg his wicked Tongue without God's 
leave , nor ' Balak, with his Men of Might could 
finde their Hands without Divine Permiſſion, 
Pſal.7 6.5. Yea,Þ alaam's Heart Curſes againſt 
his Tongue,” and his Tongue Bleſſes againſt 
his Heart. | 

Let us turn Aſide a little here (with Moſes, 
Exod. 3. 2.) and Wonder a while that this 
Buſh ſhoxld be ever Burning, yet never Conſum'd. 
Oh let us admire the Power, Wiſdome and 
Goodneſs of God towards his Church, "both 
in that antient and in this preſent Wilderneſs 
State, as to thoſe pregnant Parallels follow- 


Ing. 
| The firſt Parallel is, As the Church then 
had a Balaam to Curſe her, and a Balak to hire 
him thereunto 3 Even ſo it is now, Gal. 4. 29. 
There is no new thing under the Sun, &c. Eccleſ. 
1:9, The preſent Church of the Reformed 
Religion, hath the Great Balaam of Rome to 
Curſe her with Bell, Book and Candle, (as the 
Phraſe is) he is The Devil's Spelman , | Primo- 
genitus Diaboli, | the Gull and Cheat of the 
World , to whom the Balaks or Kings (that 
have given their Power to that Beaſt , Revel. 
17. 13.) ſays, Whom thou bleſſeſt ſhall be bleſſed, 
and whom thou curſeſt ſhall be curſed , Numb. 
22.6, Whereas the Power given to Man, for 
Blefding or Curling others, is not Deſpotical or 
Magiſterial, but onely Miniſterial. 

The 24 Paralll, As Balaam is call'd a Pro- 

. pet, 
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phet,2 Pet. 2, 16, yet a Mad One, yea, a Sooth- 
ſayer, Joſh. 13. 22. So the Great Man of Rome 
is ſaid t9'fit in the Temple of God, as a Prophet, 
2 Theſſ. 2. 4. Yet a Sooth-ſayer-, a-Sorcerer, 
aNecromancet, a Conjurer : See my Diſco- 
very of Antichriſt, pag. 48. and 59. Soheis 
the' Devels Prophet : and” *tis very 'remarkable 
' the/Devil hath done more Miſchief to the 
Church of God in his Transforming himſelf 
mro ar Angel of Light,. than ever he could do 
while he appeared in his own proper Colowrs 
as the Prince of Darkneſs.” Gog | Tefus | or the 
Secret- Adverſary, is a greater plague to the 
Church, than Magog | Detefzs | or, the open 
Enemy. The Pope , that falſe Prophet , and 
Chriſti: pretended Vice-Gerent , hath given 
more bloody blows to the Reform'd Religion, 
(in its power and - purity) than ever the Turk, 
hath done. 

- The 34 Parallel, As Gain 1s the great 
Wheel (orat leaſt the Yellow Undion) that 
made Balaam run {o greedily after his Delign 
of Curſing Iſrael, - Fude v. 11. So the Balaam 
of Rome 'Hews out the principal Pillars of his 
Romiſh-Religion out of the Quarry of filthy 
lacre. Gain is not onely got from the Living, 
in his Pardons, Indulgences, Diſpenſations , 
Oblations, Pilgrimages, &c. (He making a 
Money-matter of the moſt Execrable Abomi- 
nations, as Witchcraft, Parricide, King-Kill- 
ing, Inceſt, Sodomy, Bealtiality , - &*c._) = 

| alla 
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alſo from the Dead , (in his Maſlcs,. Diriges, 
&c.). who leave large Legacies to be Pray'd 
out of Purgatory, a Toy which he crics not 
up ſo mach for Truth as for Traffick, 3 as Ms. 
Fenkgus Exellently ſhows, upon Jude laſt, part, 
P. 212, ſaying, Silver is in the Sachs Mouth of 
every Popiſh-Errour s "Tis a Religion wholly Com- 
patted and Componnded for Gain « "Tis altoge- 
ther a Contrivance to make the Popc's , Kitchiu 
Smoak,; and their Thirſt after Gain makes them 
© The: 4th. Parallel, As | Balaam - Broke 
through all Difficulties to break Gods: Dehbga 
of Bletfing . 1/rael ; (whom he was. Brib'd. to 
Curſe) though (1_) a good Angel food in. his 
way to {iop him, (who was Add and. Agita- 
ted by the Devil that wicked Angel) (2) hong 

his:own / Aſs (that had been long, his faich 
Servant) did reprove his Madneſi, 2 Pet. 2. 16. 
(3) Though he ſaw a Sword drawn before 
bis Eyes, and that in the Hands of an Angel, 
who was able to Kill 185000 Souldiers ( not- 
withſtanding their Armour ot Detence) in 
one Night., l{a. 37. 36. and therefore able to 
Kill him (a Naked Man) at' one blow : Yea, 
and (4) though God fiood over him with a 
Cudgel ox Whip, (as the Angel had done with 
a Sword) all - the time he ran from Altar to 
Altar with his Enchantments and Diabolical 
Arts, and would as gladly have Curſed lracl, 
as ever the Dogg would be at his Carrion, 
: which 
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which he yet forbears , not becauſe he hates 
it, but begauſe he fears the Whip or Cudpel: 
So the Grand Impoſtor of Rome hath met 
with many Rebukes in hi bloody Deſignes \ the 
Kingdoms that have Conch'd under bins as bis 
Aſſes, Gen. 49. 14, 15. and have bech over- 
faithful Servants to him, 1 Chron. 4+ 23. have 
( at leaft ſome of them ) (through Grace) 
#hrown their mad Rider. And what: Signal and 
Singular Appearances of Divine Providence 
have been evident againſt him, yea,and bleſſed 
be the Lord who holds his Whip and Cxdgel 
over that Balazm at this Day, ſo that the 
Dog cannot come at his Carrion, (no better 
than Carrion he accounts the Church z whom 
he would Eat wh as Bread, Pſal. 14. 4. Yea, #s 
Fleſh, Pfal. 27.2. Yet when he comes todo 
fo, Oh ftand and wonder, God gives hitn a 
>wbck with his Cudgel, and then he Siambles 
and Falls. 

The 5th Parallel. As Balaam (who had 
been brib'd by Balak _) gocs about toBribe e- 
ven God himſelf, to keep off the Blows of his 
Whip and Crdgel, and to purchaſe a permiſſion 
for Curhng Tfrael. Hence was it, that he cries 
{o oft , Build me here Seven Altars, and Burn 
on them Seven Bullocks and-Seven-Ratns. The 
firſt whereof was done upon the High-phces 
of Bazal, Numb. 22+ 41. with 23. I. 'a-fit/place 
to bribe God in , and'to bring him into-this 
Wickedncls, who had forbid bins #6 Curſe his 
People, 
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People, Numb. 22. 12. Hereupon Balzam 
(who inſicad of diſſwading Balak from his 
Wicked Purpoſe, and inſtead of Confelting with 
God about the Building of his Altars) he firſt 
builds his Altars to Conſ#lt with God 3 and 
then boaſts of his Devotion, ſaying, IT have 
prepared Seven Altars, &c. Numb. 23.4. As if 
he would bribe God with his Sacrifices, 'and 
now did mer this Favoxr, to turn bis Bleflnig 
into a Cirrſe 3 but *tis expreſly ſaid,God world 
not hear | bim, notwithſtanding all his Flatte- 
ries, Dent; .23. 4, 5- Foſh. 24.10. God was 
not ſo ſoem-taken with the M/titrde of Bala- 
am's _ ,” aS be had been with a Mmlti- 
tide "of 'Balak's Treaſures and Honors. So 
the Bzlzum'of Rome with his many Altars and 
Sactifiees (though wnbloody) thinks to Merit 
God's Favours yea, to over-Merit it in his 
Works of 'Swpereregatzon 3 exceeding, the Pha- 
riſee, ſaying , | in nes | Wherein am T' be- 
hindband with God ? Matth. 19, 20, What 
lackF yet ?' He can keep the Law.and be before- 
hand with God, ſaying, Calum Gratts non Ac- 
cipizrl, © 1 ſcorn to take Heaven as a Free- 
Giftz I will either Ears it, or I will never have 
It : 'And 4hother Komiſh Pharilee faid, Non ba- 
beo, Domine, quod mihi Tonoſcas, 1 have no Sin, 
Lord, tor which I need to beg thy pardon. Thus 
(with Balaam here ) they make themſelves 
Veſſels of Merit, rather than Veſſels of Mercy 
but they (as Veſſels) ſhall be filled with their 
Own 


| 8o'rhe gth Plot againſt tbe Charch c. 9. 


own Merits.or rather Demerits at laſt,cven with 
endleſs wrath, as veſſels of wrath. | 
The 6th. Parallel. As Balaam had his Con- 
ſults, Micha 6.5. and his Confidence that by 
his many Altars and Sacritices he had merited 
this Favor to Blaſt Iſrael , whom God bad 
Bleſſed. yet both were Blaſted and Baffled by 
the God of I{racl , who over-rules the Matter 
{o, that Balaam's Anſwer unto Balak, was 1. a 
plain Prohibition, Numb. 23: 8. as God had 
ſaid to Laban concerning Facob, |. I Charge 
thee not to burt him, |- Gen. 31. .34.. It muſt 
therefore follow, that Laban's, Wards were 
falſe, when he ſaid, It is 'in the power of. "my 
Hands to burt thee, v. 29. For ny mult 


be given of God, as Chriſt told Pilate, Joha 19. 


IO, 11, Even {o had God Charged:Balaam n0t 
zo Curſe or Hurt Iſrael, Numb. 22. 12.:and 
23. 12, God ſpeaks for his people. in, the 


Hearts and Mouths of their Enemies. 2dly. Ba-. 


laam's Anſwer was an Abſolute Inverſion.z. God 
doth: not onely put a Spoak, into his Wheel to 
ſtemm , and to ſtop: him from :Curſing his 
Church, but 'he makes him to pour out Bleſ- 


ſings, when he was Hircd to Curſe 3 and thus. 


the W#thof Man turns to the Praiſe of God, 
Pſal. 76. 104 3dly. His Anſwer is an Vnexped- 
ed Retortion, all his Intended Curſes are Re- 
torted and Returned, (1.)) upon: Moab that 
Hired him, ( 2.) upon himſelf that was Hired, 
Numb. 24; 9. Curſed be every one that Curſetb 


thee 
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c.9.in the Wildern defeated by God. 3+ 
thee.. They both Deligned/ and Deſired "to 
Curſe Iſrael, and theretore' on Gods Account 
they did"it; Joſh. 24. 9. Di, quia non Ticuit, 
non facit, ille facit, Even {0- the Balagm of 
Romie hath his Conſulrs de propaganda' Fide both 
at Home and Abroad, and his Confidence in 
his Multitaude of Maſſes and Money : but oh 1 
how Wonderfully hath - God hitherto bownd 
their Hands to the Peace, and their Tongw's to 
Good Behaviour. Their- caxſeleſs Curſes ſhall 
not come, Prov.-26. 2; but are-retterned on their 
own Heads' :: And *tis very Remarkable here 
(3ly) that though Balaam cannot Cyrſe Iſrael, 
yet he Curſeth Amalek, their firft , and Rome 
their laſt Enemy, Numb.-24. 20, and 24, As 
ſure as that of Amalck, is come to pals , ſo 
ſure ſhall that of Rome be | Gods Hand is vpog 
bis Throne | to! Accompliſh both in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
1. 20.and by him, 2 Theſſ; 2. 8; Thus [Me Fad 
Kittim}' from the Coafts of Kittim is ' meant 
Italy, as Dan. 11. 33. for there is an Harmony 
and Congruity betwixt the Two Names, La- 
tium of Latendo, and Kittim of Katham abſcon- 
dere, to Hide or Lurk : The Balians, Latines, 
(call'd Ketims or Kety, as Swidas faith,) or Ro- 
manifts axe Gog ( ut Supra) as the Turks are. 
Magog)) to wit, Hidden and Lurking Enemies 


againſt the- Church, and do (as Balaam had 
foretold they ſhould) Afiit Heber, Numb. 
24. 24-t0-wit, the Hebrews, or Iſrael, ( Hebers 
Poterity,) or the Gheek of God, Now Chrift 
LY WAS 


82 The 91h Plot ageini7 the Charch cg. 
was |.the chiefef of... Hepers Race, Lak. 3, 
23, 35.- and was killed by: P:late, the Roman- 
Deputy, 3 and ſincexthat-time, Rome (by Anti- 
chriſt, Reigning there) hath been Killing Chriſt 
in his. Members eves ſmce : But ſhall he Kill 
for ever.? Ohno, for God makes Balgam (him- 
ſelf) to. Denounce his-Doom and 'Domnfall ; 
[ He alſo foall Periſh for ever, Numb. 2 4; 24. ] 
Or ſogll go into pexdition, 2 Theſſ.:2«.7\ 8, 9, 
Thus Balaam (the Devils Spelman, and: Hired 
by BaJak to curle Iſrael) was over-ruled by the 
Great God to begin with the Bleſſing of #hem, 
and to Exd with the Curſmg of their firſt Ene- 
my Amalek,, and. their left Enemy. Antichrift, 
The Lord (evenby the Mouth of this Spoth- 
fayer).cqnfirming his Promiſes made to. Abra- 

and. to his ſeed.for ever ,. which are all 
propounded, ratified and performed in Chrift, 
2.Cor,/1. 20421. . Notwithſtanding all this, 
the Devil hath not yet done, nor his Diveliſh 
Diviner - Balaam, although be foreſaw- ſuch 
Felicity lay'd up for, and 30 be layd ont on 
Iſrael, as made him wiſh, that bis own latter 
End might be like theirs, Numb, 23. 10.; Yet 
Retis he not Here, but Acts Rill in giving coxr- 
ſed Counſel, and never gave over Acting. De- 
viliſhly zent4] the Sword , which he. had fear 
Drawn in his way, at laſt was Shegath'd in bis 
own Bowels, Numb. 31. 8. *Tis faid,(ipdeed) 
He retarn'd to his place, Numb. 24. 25. | That 
is, aith Baa! Tarim, He went to Hell, as Jens | 
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cd.3tbe W/ildernofeatedl by Oof.* 65 
did, Aft.1, 25. Had he gone then to his own 


place in Hell, his Doin ng of Miſchief would 


then have., ceaſed ,<a been. Turned into 
Suffering of Miſery , which Undoubtedly 
was done at laſt 5; þut-efher he was (in 
his Returning Homeward, ) Detained by 


the.. Midiqnites , where he ve that, ir 
lent * Ihe fo Ent em ( wit Wh 


Dau boo. wo daltery and -1dolairy 
IWraet As to. aal-Peor that 
Saf pt, 563 My "Numb. . 

Hoſ, ©. 26S became Pecpatum F 14- 


rant \. 4 "Fowl Flamin Sin, in God's. 

Bot RR his Notts, Shout HER b 
had Subgfly. Lid)" a aouye 4 is Enchantients 
could aac againſt nh, Numb. 23» 21,23, 
Until! chis ſin*putithem ar 'bis Advice J under 
Gods "Niſpleaſtre, 2. Fete 2. 15. Jade II, Revs 
2. 14, Or if he Werit Home, he return'd again. © 
Midian' Demand his Wages (Gaith Charks- 
Jas fogn as he heard Gods Plague was upon 
py through his means, Numb. 25. 9.1 Cor, 
ho S. Nahas Shemei ſought his Servants, and 
bo: ” I Kin. 2:40, 46. ſodid Balaam, 

Ni I, "Neither 2k had his 771, nor 
Bal ag hi Wages ; How could he Dye the 
Degth af. that Liv'd not the Life of, but plots 
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| - The Tenth Plot, ehc. 
+ -. \CHAP.X. 


I Hus have 1 ſhown what a Marvellous 
3 . Conduct the; Church had | by the 
Pillar of Providence (Defeating all the De- 
vils Deligns againſt her) from Adam, to Noah, 
front "Noah to Moſes, and from Moſes. to 
Foſhinab Winning (not loſing) Ground all 
the time, for. above 2493 Y. according to 
Helvicus, Pareus, Calviſius or 2553 accord- 
ing to Dr. Lightfoot. When Satan had. got 
quit of Moſes, (by his Tempting him to Un- 
belief, Numb. 20. 12.) who Dyed in the very 
| Borders of Canaan, (whither he had brought 
Tfratl:) and was Buryed by God himſelf, Deut, 
34-5,6. Next he propoſes and purſues his 
Toth. Plot and Proje& (which was the laſt In- 
ternal Engine) againſt this Body of the Church, 
which had now Joſt her Head, Moſes ; and 
that, in bis Contending «vith Michael or Chriſt 
aboxt the Buryed Body of Moſes,” Jude 9. Mi- 
chael or Chrift (who onely could bxry Moſes 
Law, Rom. $. 3.” Gal. 3. 13, 14. . Col. 2 14, 
16, 17, Hebr. 9. 9, 10, 11, &c;) becomes 
( bimſcIf) a Sexton, and burys Moſes Body 3 
the like is not done by God to any Mortal 
' Man; 
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ad; which Body. Wis" Bais'd at''Chrift's 

Tratisfguiation, Mat 19.54. with a Glory 
upoiy-if,'atid yet ſhontd 'Riſe with a greater 
Glory at'the loft Day," Phil. 3. 21. The De- 
vil Diſpated with Michaet about the place of 
Mofer Sepulchre, that he: might take up the 
Reliques of Dead Moſes (as the Romanifts do 
of their ſuppoſed , and 'Swppoſititions Saints) 
and ſet'them up as Idols in the Hearts of the 
Living \ Tfraclites', who- were ſo Notorioufly 
Inclined to iy ſort of Kdolatry, Pſal 106. 28, 
Ia '$19;86x|4, This Satan(being ambidexter 
lays about Ritt'on ww "Hands :* while =_ 
was Living, t16'Tempts Tſrael to Deſpiſe 

(im 'thelr' Meritwurings aforeſaid.) 44 when 
he is Dead, he'would Tempt- them to Idolize 
hit, -arid to Tranſlate his -Body out 'of ity 
Grave Int6/4" Temple of thei own Hearts' : yet 
all this 'was'but as 4-Stirrop and Stalking» 
Horſe Advance and' Advantage the Devi 
Deſign of *fecting up a Divine© Adoration of 
Himfelf' amiong 'the" (people "of God t This 
Garne did Satan play with Saxl;jin making him 
Diſregard Samuel, while Living, and then 
puts him upon Conjuring him-up (as his God) 
when Dead. -Whereby Satan got Divine war- 
ſhip from Saxl in {that Mock-Samnel ; Here, 
Satan had - no Reſpe& to the Body of Moſes, 
any further than thereby-to Hure the Souls of 
£7.31 G 3 Iſrael 


86 The 0c IPG Church 0.10, 
emight Argue: to.the 


kgN- a  Mpn-33 Euonrable: hens 
td have ſuch, ,2 PfLYAte;. and.not a Bublidk 
axial, Attended, ; VIA 3  whezgas in- 
dead. itrwas moſt c,, for, God onely 
Atty d.1zng. Acted ef -the, Solemaigys: the 
geEly altos. quarts): was, thatiGog wonkd 
not, lavitc, the gy ta;be preſent at the Fs 
para tor the Reaſons afarclaid,.. PAY 
gr! eres the Plot;waslay'd, .to make Moſes an 
jay An Ocpalon gh log -ben: Dead, 
beey the graxalt Oppoſes of It atuit 
Ra -had this Dore, twas 


; Satan may 


he: res tun-weper pL ha way: be 
= d o-bugnever,carqd 5 he-may be.chaur'd, 


q;pexer charped:!: And, a9 the Lord's:.re: 

ke was upon; him: fat. his corgepding abort 
the Bodwef MolanrdoLlpdoubredly. #7 i5gjabOuk 
heoBody of the, Methag,to wit; the Iphaxch, 
Which. is his Body and; he is the Head 5. Nee 
verdid Michaelmake War with this: Dragon, 
but: he-hath- alwaysthe:V.idory, as Rigtty 1.2» $ 
Dan. 10. laſt, &e. And: if he do not now lay 
his rebuke upon: Satan, *tis not from: the';ſcant- 
veſs of his: Power, but from the greatneſs of 
his Patience, yea, and.of his Wiſdom. Behold 
here} God, did not leave the Church (his, Bo- 
99 ) with out aty eas; but raiſes up'a: ns 
Hea 
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Head (a Foſhxa, or Feſus, ({o call'd, AG. 7.45.) 
a Type of Jefus;omrtord)-intteadof a Dead 
Moſes : Moſes (or the Law) cannot bring to 
Canaan, nO, it is- Dead; and all the* Ceremonies 
of it, and *its the Devil that puts Men to: digg 
them out of the Grave 5 but tobring us into the 
Poſſeiion of the Heavenly Canaan, is the work 
of .Jeſas by the Goſpel, as Foſhna ( not Whſet) 
brought Tfrael into the Earthly Canaan ; This 
Jeſus is 'the-Hcad of the Church', 'a Living 
Heid at.the' Right Hand of God: : Herice the 
Charchcan never be-Drowned; fo Tong as her 
Head (CChrift ) is liftcdiabove the Waters! nei- 
ther doth: Gqd-ever ifiayve&his' work for want 
of Intiruments 3 Moſox Dies; Foſhwa (who'Hd 
beew traiefd vp With him from a ChidYis Hi 
Subftitite :- God will 'tiot leave his Chorch 
Deſbitute 3:as:o0ge is broke off, ahothier'K/es 'u 
in his! Roong and 'that witt Commiltibit ah 
Qualifications: fuicable- tor His Work" that 
Iſraebmig ht '#bBow: him 2th Confidence , 26 
thopmefirwith Obedierke; Dew;4 1,48! ard 
34.9Jand' Figfh, 1.7 1221 6; "who after his Wie 
auguration'R bjew4i 6 TWw6"Sacramerits 6f 
Circumdciſiqn, and the Pyfſtover, 'Congquers all 
Canaan , ſettles Tſnael iv-it%y and all this after 
Miſes Death 3 a Figare of ©brift, 'who brihgs 
into'Eternal Reſt after) che-ending; -6t -Moſes 
Law.T Fhas'the Churchat hft Lander 
Land of \Proneiſe, mauigye'the Malice bf angiy 
Men,/and-of Bnraged-Devits, & 3M 
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The Eleventh Plat, Se. 
C H A P. XI. 


Ne- though the Church had: loſk 
Moſes, and at his Death the Clou- 
dy -Pillar 'toq, which then Departed , yet 
The Righteouſneſs of . the Lord brought Her 
from, Shittim to Gilgal ,* Micah 6, 5. that 
Is, The Faithfulneſs and Goodneſs of God 
in. keeping promiſe..,with; his people ,' not- 
withſtanding, all their provocations , and in 
Deſpite of the Devil that (all the way-in. the 
Wilderneſs ) made many. Deſperate. Difturban- - 
ces 2 Still the Church'had a Foſs to ſtand 
far herin Moſes ſtead 3 and though: thei loſs of 
the Cloudy Pillar| was Undoubtedly-a, very 
cat. and moſt ;Diſcquraging loſs; eſpecially 
having Jordan (yea,an ny jk chat time, over- 
fa all bis hanks, Joh. 3.15.) betwixt her 
and. Canaan, for the Devil Tad. black'd: up all 
:other ways ta it, having, ſtirr'd up |Moab, Mi- 
dian, Ammon, Amalek, and the: r-* po tO 
obftrut her paſſage;thjther., - - 1. 
&. & God, cones to Comfort ber |at.: the tive, 
-Hol 2. 14+. ſaying as it were. ,, Be adt Diſcou- 
raged, I have taken from you my Cloudy Pill- 
ar, to Teach you that the © FAnagnges Or _ 
; y 


c:11. i» the Wilder-defeated by God. 8g: 
dy  Shaddows of the Law of Moſes cannot 
; Condutt you- into Canaan,” (though it -hath 
through the "Wilderneſs : ') yet now ſhall you 
have The Ark of the Covenant (which typifies 
the Angel of the Covenant Feſws Chriſt.) to go 
before ne you Joſh. 3. 3, 11. and that (hall Divide 

ordan 'for yore, as the Cloudy Pillar had Di- 
vided-the'Red-Sea for your Fathers, H 
the Order and'Courſe of carrying the Ark” of 
Gods preſence” was changed; for while ithe 
Pillar went before the Camp,'the Ark 'abode 
in the midſt of it, Numb. 2417. n(tobetoken 
Gods preſence in "the midit of his people, Pſa, 
47: 5.) Now the Ark muſt go' betore (when 
the Pillar was gone) and Iſ#ae/ muſt follow it, 
to Sher, that as there was no' other 'way of 
Entrance into the Earthly Canaan but by fol- 
lowing the Ark, ſo there is no other way of 
Entrance irito the Heavenly-Canaan, than oney 
ly by following Chriſt;. (whereof the Ark was 
the Type) Foh. 14. 6. then did the Lord 

| \buz, Job. 14+ 14. by making him 
qaal with Moſes, (who'had divided che Red. 
Sea'tor them at their coming out of | 
undey the: condu&Þ of the Pillar 3 ) now Foſhxe 
divides Jordax under the conduct of the: Ark, 
and' gives them paſſage to and poſſeſſion of Ca- 
naanan-deſpight of the|Devil and all bis In- 
ſtruments {the Nations aforenamed) that Ob- 
firaged them. 


Joſhua (through the Righteouſneſs Fry Good- 
nefi 


gc The 1 Plot apdirft the'Church c.l, 
neff ofthe. Lard,) bringi them from Shittim to 
Gilgahi Miah 6c) 55:1 He removes. them, from ' 
Shittith,.: Jah, 3420. This Sbittim: was the laſt 
Stagg of all the \4.2.Stations or Manſions Iſrael 
had.m the Wildernals, :\Numb, 33. 494 and it 
was. that Unbappyiplace where:| B4laam (Sa- 
tans - ) _ the As por jout-wit 
Tjneel ctting\fair faces (his lock, 
woe 14): before, them, who-: CDs 
this linto thoſebTwo'! Sifter-Sins ; Adwttery 
ahd.(dolatry,. foratrwas whor theſe Terms, That 
i£they:$vould .Warllyjacheir Idols; they thould 
bave gig Eres bi dfldanir: Bodies 4, /fome De» 
rivd Shitting, from Sethint; / Spine'y AKit was a 
placecdf Thirnes \kuitt bam, here Gods. Flock of 
Keeps, Blas JJ 204 were fo. caught among Thorns, 
on wit; wich that Smoaking and Flaming Sin) 
wetenot deans 4 from ftuntzli after the 
S—abes thaland;- Zr. 22> 47 widktiCas 
thoPlaguc:of iFrogy Exad. 8, 14)-e log latis 
| Sthucli behibd it3/ by. that Sinof Haal-peor 
= brod themfehves : unde the: NVxath 
God, which 823/4a8:-Wwith-all his 
bs) tould> ngt. otherwiſe bringthem unde ; 
and, this. place 15\gall'd- Abel-Shietim;' Numb. 
13/4941 bocauſt.abthe ad Lamentaredur(as 4- 
tz] ſigrafies) which way made forthe -ieath of 
the 4000 that Died (as: Ring-leaters by the 
rare: Jubice, and; the-2 3000 (thar;follow- 
ed thoſe Ring-leaders) by the Hand of God in 


the Flaguc, Numb. 25. 4, 9." Cor. 10... yet 
the 


e.:148 .4Ganaan, defeated by God: gr. 
the: Laxd's . Goodneſs over-comes all 'Tſraels 
Badngls, and not onely tiirs up Phinehas to 
ſtand m_ the Gap to ſtop the plague, Pal. 
1106.29, 30. butalſo Foſhwa, to bring them off 
from-Shntim, where they might all have pe- 
xiſhed, been cut off, and caſt away from, þqing 
a people before him yea, and to bring them 
through - Fordan even to Gilgal, where heiſt 
pitched his Tent,. and fo. did take ' poſſeſſion 
of the Land of Promiſe, wherein Galgal ftaod, 
Jofh. 4- 19, 20: Nonxe bic 'Refulfit Admirabilis 
Dei Gratia, laith Calvin, Behold here- a Mi- 
xacle of Divine Mercy, eſpecially in, Six'Re- 
ſpeRty, (1), The Devilwas Iofatuated;by-Ged, 
in;not, ttigring -up. the. Ganaauztes to Guard 
their .Coafys, (as is uſual \fos: people. toi Mir 
their Frontiers w Danger of Invalion) All the 
Hoſt of -lrael paſſed gyex and quietly Landed 
wrthout any Aſſault os Qppolition, Zoſhs'3« IF 
and 24.) That theLord ſhould magnibe:þis 
Mercy to;his Ghurgh (notwithſtanding all her 
Demeripþy $w) in bringing} [ſra# mto Cana+ 
an,(the,Land of tha Iiemaics,. yet the Land 
of hig.pxomile co. therm) -in the vexy,time:of 
Harveſt, when. it - was. beſt furniſhed 'with all 
manixex | of, proviſions: both far. that, preſent 
time-and. for the following Year, +/3<15- 
(31y,} mother manifeltation of God's Merty to 
his Church was this, That God RouPd awey(4s 
the Word Gilgal lignifies, and therefore the 
place iis {6 call'd) the: Reprogch of Agypt , to 


wit, 
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wit, the Uncircumciſion of theix Piefh,! Joſh 
5.9; "Reſtoring to them that Seat of the-Cove. 
-nant, to wit, Circumciſion, (to -Teath , none 
birt? the Circumciz)d in Heart muſt Enter the 
Heavenly Canaan, as none but the Circumci- 
fed'in the Fleſh muſt enter the Earthly Go 
Yea, (4/y.) behold a marvellous Merey of 
to Tfael in this, that the Devil did \not ſtir up 
the carſed Canaanites to Fall upon Iſrael whth 
they were ( all )-ſore in their Circumciſion,(as 
"Siyweonand Levi did viport the Sichemites, Gen. 
34. 25, 26: andflew them,) then Kracl abode 
I: Rn wor whole, olti-5.8. con- 
in'God's promiſe, providence and pro- 
aw for ſecuridgthem'from their'Enemies. 
torts the" Terror 'of the Lord was wpon 
their” Adverſatiet 4 the time, © (a$'in *Facob 
{their Fathers)Gaſe, Gen: 35. 5. with 34: 30.) 
char they Aſſaulted [ther not upon -this Ad- 
wvaritdges.” Yet further; ( Sly.) anifcſted 
his mercy to- his' Church in giving them 'the 
other Seal his Covenant, to wit, 'the Paſſe- 
over! nd | thac--within 'Thice Days ' of their 
Citciimcifion, Foſhi'5. 8,10. which ſhews, > 
onely their ſpeedy and miracubons- Healing , 
theewiſe they could not have (Four Days af 
_ kept. the Paſſeover with ' joy 3 but-alſo 
od's' Speedy app "prying g both #be Seats to his 
Ponta Pomiſe, to | Aﬀute them, that" though 
rhey-had wanted them both in their Wilder- 
af Wundrings, yet now their former Sins 


wcre 


c.11. in Canaan, defeated by God. 93, 
were all pardoned, and their perſons now. xe>. 
ceived as a peculiar people into the Bonds of 
' the Covenant, he would be & God to them, and 
they ſhould be a people to him. Moreover ( 6ly,) 
Chriſt. (himſelf) comes to be. their Generaliſ- 
fimo with a Sword drawn in bis Hand, v. 13414. 
which Sword: he will nevex put up , or. lay 
down, till the Wars of. the Lord be ended: 
the. curſed”. Canaanites were all conquezed by 
this Captain, as the 1f. Fruits, ſo (hall ,all the 
curſed Foes of the Church be by his Wiſdpm 
and Power, Hebr. 2. 10. Rom. S. 31. All that. 
the Devil could do (in this 11th. Plot) further 
againſt the Ghurch under the conduct @ her 
Captain-(General. (who was preſent with. her, 
Jaſh..5,134and 6. 2, not wrapped upin a Cloud: 
as in the Wilderneſs, but as a Man of War, Exo. 
15. 3. Mighty in Battel, Pſa. 24. 8..,in Cana- 
an, as a przlude to his Incarnation) fave one- 
| ly Two poor Spirts, or {mall Skirmages, the 
one. in the beginning, and the other in the end 
of the Conqueſt : The 1}. petty-Plot, was 
that of Achan, who Interrupted their pro- 
greſs, and Troubled their Hoſt tor a time, Bb. 
7.25. The Occaſion was this 3 The Man 
Chriſt Jeſus (who appeared to. Foſhna) Ordains 
and Orders'the means of the Downfall of 7e- 
richo , even ſuch as .the World would judge 
Deſpicable and Ridiculous 3 not the Silver 
Trumpets of the Sanfuary , (which might 
have -both Graced tlie Enterprize, and given 
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Confidence of Succeſs ) ' but Contemptible 
Rams-Horns, fitter tobe Laugh'd at by: a-car* 
nal Eye. God loves to go a way by ck 
Poſh. 6. 3, 4. Joſhua paſſes on before the Lord, 
v.'$, Uſes the means Appointed'3 The” Ark 
of Chriſt's Preſence compaſles” Fericho” and 
Down it falls, ( fo fore ſhall MyRical Ferichs 
or Babylon Fall by the powerfull preſerice of 
Chriſft:though the means be Deſpiſed.) The 
whole City (as the 1. Fruits) is Devoted'to 
DeſtruQion, v. -17. and the people are Com- 
manded to Keep from the Accurſed thing, v. 18. 
This was fair Watning to that foul Sinner 
AchMF, who Sacrilegiouſly feiz*d' on'a Wedg 
of Gold, and a Babyloniſh-Garment, Toſh. 7. 21. 
The Devil knew his covetous "Fernpet by 
feeling his Pulſe , ſo fitted him with an Ob- 
ject, a fit Penny-worth, or Prize, he ſets be- 
forc him : Achan Covets them, (as he confeſſes) 
Robs God of his Right 3 God is Diſpleaſ- 
ed with all the Body for the Contagion of 
this One Sinner, | #/ho Deftroyed mmcb Good, 
Joſh. 7.1. Ecclel. 9.18. This one Sin. (of 
one Member of their Body) betrays them 
into the Hands of Divine Juſtice, (for 'look- 
ing no; better, not onely to the Obſerving , 
- but o—_ Preſerying of God's Law", on 

which Account” every Man ſhould ' be His 
Brothers ' Keeper '3 ')” 1ſraet © Fled. before i the 
Men of Ai, Foſh. 7. 4« "Joſhua Faſts and Prays 
to find*out the: Sin-and Sinner; God _ 
' 
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re&s to both, both are Remov'd, ard God's 
Favour Recovered :- then - the-- Ghrerch —goes- 
on (with Chrift) Conquering and to Con- 

quer for Seven Years, till -the Land (Lett 

to hey by God's Sealed Leaſe): was Subdued 

before Her. The Devil being ſoon Bat- 
fled of this 1ft. Plot in Canaan. was chained up” 
to the End of its conqueſt :' *Tis True, he put 
a cheat upon the Church -by the ' Gibeonites, 
pleading Antiquity to+Her, :(as the. Romtaniſts- 
would do with Us now: with:their Old Sacks 
and 'Moulded Bread. ..:See:my Antidote ageinſt 
Popery,' in'the Chapter-of Novelty z Butihe had 
like-to have made them Sheath-their Conquer- 
ing Swords iry one anothers ſides, (which 'was 
his 24, Plot) when Rewben, Gad,; 'and : the 
half Tribe 'of Manaſſeth were Diſmifed,: and 
Built -an Altar. of Remembrance on the: other 
fide: of | Fordan, Joſh. 22. 12, 12, 2:64; 18 
No--Doubt but the Devil made the: Simnoak, 
while an Holy Fire fo Blefledly Blows up Iſrael 

into ſo Inconfiderate Zeal and Uncharitable 
Cenſures : but Phinebas (their Ambaſſadour) 
being rightly Informed by the Rewbenites. , 
takes up the Controverfie, v. 22. 3o, 31-10 
Satan: loſt this Deſign alſo, and this might 

rebuke the Reubenites that chooſe to Live ſo far 

from the Tabernacle ( as they were on the atber 
de Jordan) ſo far off from the place of God's 


orihip., 
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The Twelfth Plot ehc. 
CHAP. XII. 


T* the Devils 12th. Deſign and Plot a= 
gainſt the Church, (which continued 
450-Y. in its Ups and Downs, Act.. 13: 20.) 
Take a Diſtin& View, 1. of the Churches 
Danger 2ly. of the Churches Deliverances : 
It. of her Danger. *Twas Twofold; 1ft. by 
her Jin the Devil ſeduced her into, and 21y. 
By her Puniſhment the Devil procured upon 
her for her Sir : 1ſt, Her Sin was Twofold ; 
1, She ſinned againſt the 1/t. Table of the 
Law in her Worſhip. - 21y. againſt the 2d. Ta- 
ble thereof in her Manners : Thus the De- 
vilDebauch'd the Church beth in her Holi-. 
neſi to God, and in her. Righteouſneſs to Man, 
and he made her Degenerate into a moſt dan- 
gerous Apoſiacy z Until this be done, the De- 
vil well knows, none of his Plots can ever be 
proſperous, Numb. 23.21, 23. The Churches 
1/t; Sin againſt God in her phe ig 1 was Idolha- 
try, 'that God-provoking, and Land-deſtroy- 
ing Sin: Idolatry (after the Death of Feſbxa, 
and of the Elders, who had ſecn the Wonder- 
ous Works of God, and Upheld the purity-of 
Divine Worltup in her, Fadg. 2.7.) was bc- 
gun 
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gun in 7 Tſract by a a Womail, to wit, Michds Mo- 
ther, Judg."17. 1, 2, 3. tt. (which Story muſt 
Undoubtetly follow after, ode. 2, IO. in or- 
der of tirfie and' place) and that in Ephraim 
alſo, 'where 'afrerwards ' Feroboam Eftabliſh'd 
it by a Law: *FThe Devil fr his- Kingdon of 
Sir in the' World 'by a Fs, to wit, Eve, 
r Tim. 2. 16, Ahd he cattits it on' here by 4 
Woman, to-wit ' Michs*s Mother, of the weak- 
er Sex, | yea; ar Old Woman (who had: not 
onely a Son in, a” n_ Efjare ,* but alſo-a 
Grand-Sorr $towh up torlectated to the 
Prieſts Office, Judg, 17; 5,') The Temptex 
knew wall, thit \veakand old Wood was moſt 
Apt'ro take Fire;&ven the Fire of Hell -yez, 
ſhe was ot” ohely a Workin 3n'Old Womih, 
bur allo 2 ety Saperſtitious Woman, poſhdly 
ſhe might\(though ther very young) Lt 
Her Sypetinnon, from' the' mix'd + Memory 
Exod. 12*3S.* Numb: 11.4. "And ' though 
God had beg n [{7ael->tull 40 Y. in- the 
Wilderiieſs. Colle? many” fiydet Gals of 
Grace did blow Upon then yet Micah's Mo- 
ther did 'Stnelf" 'of © Xgypt,' in her Devoting 
'Fleven' Hdyditd Shekels of Silver to the riiak- 
ing ofa" oL;"for the' loſs of which ſhe tnoſt 
grieyouſly'd inſed 3, ' Curſmg Perſons are moſtly 
*Cuiſed Perſons' i 4 wicked Heart wants not a 
' wicked Mouth, that is full of Curſing and Bit- 
| | ternefe, Rom.” 3.14. Yea, and out <> the ſame 
Mouth "proceedeth Bleſſi ng ( of = Thief, Lo 
us on 
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Sog, without, xcproving bim for his Sin)ar well 
ai Corfing, ups 37 1Þ Ju Ge 17.,2. And par: 
tw ſpquitzer I follows. the 
Belly, Marally. ON oNis « od » > {o.did Mi» 
thg.;his Mot en, ch x9a%9 niggnyy; again. Bn, Of an 
Exil Bird TOs Evil £gg73 like Mother, 


like Son,3 tþey,..1wo conſent, cogether to lay 
put Nine of the Shakeb for Mater, 
als, _- other two Hug dred for Workman: 
ſhip ak the Jdol,, Mach fets it,up, in his own 
Houle, for kis:\own, uſe; and. ;Fe uſe of} th 
Neighbourhooy, xoundpabout him... Now he 


who had been hithgrto called ( in the Hebrew 
ET, ſs (with a. part of Jew * 
tg he pr ig H Mok 

ug and ever a gh 
_ what ok part in the Name FJehough 
hy bis 1dol he Hema up and Me for Fehe: 


veh, and Conſecrates one of . his, Sons for bis 
Prieſt, th neither of Lev? s: Tribe, nos 
of Agror's Lineage. 

. Yet afterwards, he berhought himſelf © 
Amend that Fault by Chuſing a Novice, one 


F agg + Myſes Grand-child, a Degenerate 
Fry te lgnepe a po e 
becauſerh (De- 


Fo: 4 ar Moe the of 

| Ng Mo Man 
have been Better, This young . Levite = 
Hixes for a ſlender Sallary to. 
his dot: He, who h 
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Shekels to beſtow upon his Image , thinks 
Ten Shekels Wages enough for Prieftly 
Work, onely he will make up that Defte& by 
a parcel' of cheap Complements, (calling the 
Young-Man a Father) and if that were not e- 
nough, he would give him a Summer and a 
Winter Suit : This Jonathan being forced 
by the Iniquity of thoſe times, (while yet there 
was-no Judge or Supream Magiſirate to Sup- 
.preds it, v. 6.) to ſhift and ſeek Subfiſtarice any 
where, (as thoſe did after,Neb. 13. 10, 11.) 
and being Hunger-bit, he ſnaps at any thing, 
even at this ſordid Wark and Wages, not ha- 
ving) Grace to Reſirain him, v. 7, 8, 9, 10. 
Micah Canfecrates 'bim/as he'had done bis own 
Son; (wthich:none might Lawiully do, bur the 
High-Priek, Exod. 29./22;'23, 24.) and as 
Feroboam did (after) the haſeſt of the People, 
1 Kin, 13.33. All this Atcab did as a Groks 
Idolster,cxpreſly conttary to the Law of Gad , 
yet:dath .he .Bleft hargelf in all this bes blind 
Dewwtion, (Entertaining' this Levite as a Son, 
in xe{pe& of his: Youth, yet as a. Prieſt and 2 
Father:1n reſpe of- his Office) v. 11, 12, 13. 
he. promiſes; hioaſelE much Proſperity (as th: 
Papifts eerograys = mag and Prieſts 
Ablolution) in his Idolatrons way of Wor- 
ſhip: but.his'groſs Idolatry brought a grols 
Diſappointment, the contrary came to paſs, 
it indeed. Expos'd him to God's Wrath and 
Vengeance, 2s appeareth, Judg. 18. 18, 19, 

H 2 22, 24. 
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22, 24, When he had like to have loſt his life 
for purſuing the Phanderers of his Gods, Goodly 
Gods they were that could not fecure them- 
{elves from Plundring-Men : yet he Accounts 
them his A[, (though of his own making, fo 
could have made more) Reckoning the reſt of 
his Goods. as nothing without his Gods, and 
therefore Arms himſelf and his Neighbour- 
hood (who had Haunted his Houſe of' Gods ) 
for a Reſcue, but all in vain, v. 26. he returns 
without his Gods, yet took no Notice that 
God Puniſf'd his Idolatry by this (to him ſach 
4 Lamentable ) Wjury. However, the Devil 
c whom $ _=_ calls 'Ewwnozepme, A pig 
romoter of Idolatry) Notably promoted -hi 
Notorious Deſign of (road ths Sin of F- 
dolatry from an Houſe to a Tribe, even to the 
Tribe of Dan. (xft.) The Devil gives the 
Danites bis Equivocating, Oracle:and Doubt- 
. ful Anſwer to their Queſtion by -the 'Tera+ 
phim," (as. Ezek, 21. 21. Zach. 10, 2: Hoft 
2.74. in bidding. them, | Go in peace, before 
the Eord is your way | - 18, 5, 6; wherein 
the wary Devil.as..| a4 | Ambiguous;:that 
however the matter prov'd, he might ftillſave 
his Credit(as in alt his Oracles both/ih Sacred 
and Civil Hiſtory. x Kin.2 2.12;&c.)for his An- 
{wer Imports, either, God ſeeth what. you are 
going about, ox, he will alſo See #0 your: Safety 
and Succeſs ; and yet his Anfwer: might be 
the more peremptory, Inaſmuch as _—_ 
AC.S: 5 ew 


£12. in Canaan, defeated by God. 101 


knew the Men of Laiſh (whom they were go- 
ing to Invade) were. throughly Ripe (at that 
time) for their own Rxine « However, it was 
ſo Accommodated to the Danites Humour,that 
the Devil (having given them this Sweet Bit 
for 2 Foretaſt in Micab's Houſe) makes them 
(21y..) long to take the Idol along with them, 
(as moſt Uſeful in theix Unſettled Eſtate) and 
to fet it up publickly in their own Tribe after 3 
for which cauſe (*tis ſuppoſed) the Tribe of 
Dan is not Named among the Sealed of the 
Lord, Rev. 7. becauſe, The firſt publick Ido- 
latry began among them 3 The — of 
which (and the Miſery attending it) made the 
Dying Patriark ſigh, Gen. 49. 10. 

This Idolatry the Church of Iſrael doth to- 
lerate, never Entering their Proteſts either a- 
gu that in Private, (which was in Micah's 

emple of Idols, Fudg. 17. 5.) or againſt that 
in Publick,, which was ſet up in the Tribe of 
Dan, Fudg. 18. 30. This over-ſoft Tolera- 
tion became the Nurſe and Mother of all 
Sorts of Impiety, inſomuch as Gibeah, a City 
of Tſrael , becometh as Abominable as $9- 
dom, Fudg. 19. 22, thoſe Men of Belial, or (as 
the Word lignifties Tokeleſ7-Ones , Diffterin 
onely from” Beaſts | Non Ratione, ſed Oratione 
Not in Reaſon, but in Speech, had taken their 
Luſt by Twrns upon the Levites Concubine, 
until they had 2#rn'd her out of the World, 
and txrn*'d her Soul out of hex Body, which 

| H 3 they 


102The 12Plot againſt the Church c.12, 


they had fo Villaniouſly Abuſed, v. 25. Thus 
a Whoriſh Woman, Fxdg. 19. 2. is kilfd with 
Whoredom, and fo fil®d with the Evil of ber 
own ways, Prov. 14. 14+ The Levite Appeals 
to All the Tribes for Juſtice againſt Gibeah, 
four Hundred Thouſand Marches againſt it, 
and that by Command and Commitlion from 
God : forty Thouſand of them are Slain by 
that Wicked and Wretched Town, and 
by that Tribe who patroniz'd it in his wick- 
ed Lewdneſs, Whereby God Avenged his 
own Cauſe againſt Iſrael, becauſe Iſrael would 
not Avenge God's cauſe againſt Idolatry : 
They were enough Senſible of the Injury done 
to the Lord's Levite in Gibeah, but were not 
at all Senſible of the Injury done to the Lord 
Himſelf in Micab's and Dan's Idolatry. Yet 


the Rod after this Chaſtizement is Burnt at. 


laft, When- God hath thus uſed Benjamin to 
Corre& Iſrag! for their not Pwniſhing Idolatry, 
he then uſeth. Iſrael to Scourge Benjamin for 
ProteQing Gibeah from Juſtice : No doubt 
but it greatly gratified the Devil to fſce the 
Tribes of Iſrael Deſtroy one another , and to 
have one Tribe (well-nigh) cue off, which 
God Ordered as a Juſt Judgement upon then 
for their Iniquity in one Tribe, and their Idola- 
try in another ;, yet hath not the Devil done 
here, but he after all this, cauſcth this curſed 
Leaven of Idolatry (which had hitherto ſpread 

. onely over one-Tribe, the Tribe of Dan, juſt 
7 at 
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c.12-5#: Canaan, deftared by God," roy 
at their Settling in che Promiſed Land) to 
ovet All the Tribes; and ſo to Leaver 
the whole Lump of Ifrael, Fudp.'2. 11, (before 
which AlF thoſe Stories in Chap, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, ought to be Underſtood, as all Tranſ- 
a&ed foon after Foſhnah's Death, and before 
they had any Judges.) *Tis not now (aid he 
Children of Da onely,'or the Childretx of 
Berjanin onely,; 'But, The Children of (All) W- 
rael did Evil in the fight of the Lord, and Ser- 
ved Baalim and Afhraroth; v, 11, 12. Jxdg. 
20.6,” That is; He-Gods and $he-Gods, Idols 
of all forts, -as the Papifts do- Adore their He- 
Saints, and —— at = Day - 
Corruption « ip brought in (21y. )Cor- 
ry off Manners. ( 1. In Negletting God's 
Command of Driving out the Canaanites, wh 
became Thorns in their ſides; Judg, 2. 2, 3. int 
their Converling and Commercing with them, 
| they did draw Iſrael to Participate both of 
| their Sins and of their Plagues. (2._) In Con» 
tracting Matriages with ' thoke Canaanites, 
(they thus ſpared againſt God's Command, 
Foſh. 23. 13.) Fudg. 3. 4, 6. expreſly contra- 
ry to God's Law, Exod. 34.16, Dent. 7.3» 
Thoſe Interchangeable Matches marr'd thetr 
Manners, and produced many Enormities, ' as 
(3+) that Prodigious Sodomy and Villany in 
Gibeah atoreſaid, Yea ( 4.) Obſtinacy in their 
Impieties, Fudg. 2. 19. They would perfift'and 
perſevere in their. Stubborn way, and would not 
H 4 Repent 
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Repent.cither (1,) at the Kebuke pf the Angel, 
Chrif, who had, offer'd;/Hiunſclf _ C Pan | 
of theiLord's Hoſt, . Foh.'s. $3, 14. : abd had 
led. the; Field in, all the Wars of  Faſhiza, "yea, 
and. of Judah too, till he ſpared the Canaan- 
tes, Ju g. 1. 18, 19, for this (and: other Sins). 
the Angel of the,Copenant did Reprove them, 
dg..2+ 1, .2..and.for this,Dcparts from them. 
Hereupon the people fall a Weeping: (as. they 
had good caule .) for the loſs of \{uch'a\Cap- 
taineGeneral as Chrift.,. and: call'd ; the .place 
Bochim,, that is,Weepapgy v. 4; 5. yet this, bleſ- 
{ed; and Heart-blceding Frame was ſoon ' loſt, 
for -they Forſook the. Lord, v, 12,and Goge 
ed themſelves, v. 19..2pd. Stubbargly, W, alked in 
their own Wicked Ways. Neithexi/would they 
&epent ( 2.) at the;Reproof of the Prophet, whom 
Chriſt (though, himſelf was gone) fent with 
a Meſſage, Judg..10,11, 12,13, 14 Thus 
Iſrael having broke both the -Tabls:iof the 
Law, The 24 thing, to. wit, Paniſpment muſt 
follow, as the Thread follows -the' Needle : 
God is Angry (though Satan is pleas'd) and 

' God's Anger brings Revenge 3 Ged. ſald his 
People anto the Hands of their Enemies, Judg, 
2. 14,and 3. 8. and 4. 2+ Oc. that is, he Re- 
nounc'd his Right in them, writing Lo-4mmi 
on them he gave them over as the. Seller doth 
the Matter Sold into the Hands of -the Buyer, 
{yet., without. the Complement, I wiſh you 
good of it,,) or, as the Tyrk, ſells: hjs Slaves, 


an 
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and the .Conquerour- his Captives 3 And this 


is Aggravated-in Two Circumſtances. . 1..God: 
made-not bis Beſt of them, but. took bis firſt 
Chap-man: (as the Pope gave. England, . upon: 
the: Aboliſhing of Abbies, primo occxpatyro, to 
the firſt. that could —_ - aan 6 
thought, might eaſily be:done, and won, when 
he withdrew his ProteQting Papal BenediQi- 
on from it,. and put his charming Curſe upon 
it, God Sold his People for nought, and did not 
encreaſe bis Wealth by their Price , Plal.. 44+ 
12, 13. he plainly gave them away gratis, for 
whom he was wont to give great Nations, Iſa, 
43+ 3+ They had ſold themſelves as Abab did, 
1 Kin. 21. 20, to work Wickgdneſs, Wa. 50. 1. 
and now they are ſold by the Lord alſo :- And 
as they had ſold themſelves for nought, a. 5243. 
{o they are ſold by God for nought, he had 
not ſo much as Thanks from the Enemy, and 
as little from the Devil that ſet thein on : 21y 
They were ſold, as to. the firſt, ſo to the worft 
Chapmen; not to their Brethren , who would 
have ſhown ſome pitty, as the Iſraelites did to 
Benjamin, Judg. 21, 2, 3, 6,7, 15, 16, 17, 22, 
nor to Strangers coming in as - Conquerors, 
for then common Humanity would have 
taught them {ome Mercy : but unto: ſach 
Neighbouring Enemies, as they had highly In- 
cenſ{ed-in their former Wars, and therefore 
breath'd forth nothing but the wortt of Rage 
and Revenge againſt them; Fudge. 7. 3. 


Here 


© Here'the Devils Detign againfi the. Church 
was promiſing and prolperoys, and no doubt, 
' he'hadia fair Profpe&t of this Plot ; yet the 
Lord'(nowwithflanding all) Laughs all to Na-- 
thing, "and Works (which is the 24. thing) the 
Church's Delive#ance 'from this Danger for 
Ct.) though they were ſold as Slaves to their 
Adverfary, yet even: then were they precious 
& Sons to their God, Ifa. 50.1, 10. Though 
the Mother had +Divorc'd her ſelf, yet God 
owns-himſelf the Husband, and he owns them 
tobe his Children, yea, Children of light., even 
then, when they Walked in Darkneſs : And 
though they had fold themſelves for nought, 
he wauld '(accordingly) Redeem them without 
Money, Iſa. 524'4.-and loves them freely, Hoſ. 
14.4; (2.) Though the Church was then un- 
der great Diftreſs, Judg, 2,15.and 4. 3. (God 
Strengthening their | Enemies, Judg. 3. 12. as 
Ezeh, 30. 24. and weakening therr Arms and 
Axmies;\and God profpering that Wickedneſs 
in their Adverſaries, which he puniſhed in 
them;: being Profeſſors) yet had. ſhe (as oft ) 
great Deliverances, as many Sabves as Sores 
upon- their Repentance ; God had one Hand 
to Help them.as well as another to hr them 3 
pittying his people for his own ſake; he Rair'd 
them wp Judges, Jadg. 2. 15, 16, as Othniel, 
Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gedeon, Tola, Fair, 
Fephtah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, and Sanipfon, all 
'Twelve to faye his Chuxch , one -by an Qxe- 


Goad, 
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Goadz as Shamgar. another by the Jaw-Bone of 
an Aſs, as Sampſon, and Gedeon was but a Bar- 
ley-cake , Judg. 7. 13. / God never ſiarves his 
Church for | want either of Inſtruments or of 
Agents. (3) Though the Church was oft 
Sighing, yet as oft Singing : God goes in a 
Circle with her, as oft as he Repented of her 
Sins, {o oft God Repented of his Jydgements, 
Fudg. 2.18. and quite through the Book of 

udges. The whole Hiſtory of the Book- of 
Fudges for 450 Y. the Church lived all that 
time (as may be {aid) at the Sign of the Chequer. 
God Cheqyered his Providences towards her 
with the Black of Miſery, and with the White 
of Mercy, and all Chequer'd Work is accoun- 
ted Beautiful Work : God Speekjed his Diſ- 
pevſations to his Church, as is ſet forth by 
thoſe ſpeckPd Horſes among the Myrtle-Trees 
in the bottom, Zech. 1. 8. Croſſes and Com- 
forts arc Interwooven while ſhe is in her. Mili- 
tant-fiate in this Vale of Miſery , and Valley 
of Tears, Pſal. 84. 6. God. hath ſet the one over 

againſt the other, Fcclel, 7, 14. As there is 
a Vicifhtude of Night and Day, fo of Adver- * 
fity and Proſperity ; God turns the Church's 
Night into Day, and the Upright hath Domi- 
nien in the Morning, Pfal. 49. 14. No fooner 
doth the Church alter her courſe from Sin, 
and Return to God by Repentance, bur pre- , 
{ently God alters his courſe from Wrath, and* 
returns to Her with his | Mercy, Zech. 1.16. 


Oh 


— —  — — 


"Oh that it were the preſent praftice (as it was 

then; the! continual 'courſe of God with his 
Church, and his Church with him) in this 
cur Day/3z-God would ſoon turn our Mourn- 
ing - into Mirth ; Heavineſs might: endure for 
the Night , .but Foy would come in the Morn- 
ing,' Plal. 30: 5. No doubt, but God Wiſh- 
es his Church's Welfare , (as the Loving 
Bridegroom doth his Beloved Bride's, ) o- 
therwiſe He had never Sighed out thoſe fad 
Words, i! 0h ! that my People had Hearken- 
ed unto'me, &c, I ſhould ſoon have Subdued 
their Enemies, 8c. | Pfal. $1. 13, 34, 15, 16. 
God, with a bare tum of his Hand can o- 
overturn. both the Many and the Mighty of 
them, and Reſcue his Little Ones out of all 
their Hands, Zech. 13. 7. -Iſa. 25.11. none 
{hall Pluck them out of Chrifts and His Fas 
thers Hands, Joh. 10. 28, 29. 


_— 
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He - Church's Reſtleſs Wretched Ad- 
-.& + verſary , Satan , ſeeing he: cannot till 
Hinder- the Bering of God's Church, Tries 
again his:13th. Experiment againſt the Well- 
Being of it ,_ and. that once more : before 1/- 
raels Ariftocracy . was chang'd into Monarchy, 


to wit, in the time of Eliand Samwel the Ln 
a 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


c:12. in Canaan defeated by God. roy 
laſt Judges of 7ſrae! 3 yet ſuch was the Overr 
ruling Providence of God above. the Devil, 
that - whatever Ground he Won upon tHe 
Church 'in Old Elts Male-Adminiftration, ie 
Loft it Allagain in Young, SamuePs Godly Re- 
formation. So that here again Divine Dil 
fations towards the Church (concerning Sor - 
rows and Joys)were moſt beautifully Chequer- 
ed with [Interchangeable colours : Magiſti- 
cy is, -what the Pole is:toithe Hop, or the Tree 
to the Ivy, or the Wall to the Vine ; the" for- 
mer gives Support to the latter, which carmet 
ſtand © alone without ſomething to Suſtam 
them: #Fhe: Church's Word to the State 43, 
[Te Stante Firebo,'| While thou Stands; Flow- 
riſk, ThisBlefled Nail(as Eliakim, that:God- 
ly. Mapiftrate)) Keeps all the Veſſels of the Loyd 
fedfaftly.; and. Holds them from falling to-the 
Ground; 12.22. 24.- This the Devil knew 
well;:and- therefore play'd' his-pranks againtt 
the'Church' in that Interval'of Magiſtracy be- 
twixtiFofpnah and the Judges,” in which Inter- 
{pace Satah wrought and brought down 1fraet 
to that groſs 1dolatry, Impicty: and Apottacy, 
mentioned in the Five laſt Chapters of the 
Book of Judges. © - The''Stoxies whexeof there 
Related (that' the: Hiſtory of the- folowing 
Judges might be continued without any Inter- 
ruption as before) did: all 'Bcfall Tſrael : foon 
after Foſhnab , and fome_ '100's of Y. before 
Sampſon, whom this Elz immediately ſucceed- 
| o ed, 
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ed, unleſs we make Phinehas (mentioned in 
Fwdg, 20. 28.) to live far beyond Moſes term, 
Pſal.:90. 10, even above 300 Y.,: who wasat 
Mans eliate at his Killing Zimri and. Cozbz in 
the Wilderneſs, and therefore could not out- 
live Sampſon. | $7 
- | 'Tis {aid expreſly in thoſe Five la Chap- 
ters:no leſs than Three times, (to wit, Fug. 
17.'6, and 18, 1.and 21.25.) Is thoſe Days 
' there was no King in I(racl, that &s, not a King 
in its proper Senfe, for ſo, Iſrae! never hada 
King in any of thoſe Days, until Saz!'s time 3 
butino Judge or ſupream Magiſtrate to keep 
Ifraet in Awe and/Order.. This time of 1/raels 
Anarchy, (before theis Ariſtocracy}the De- 
vil. Improv'd as his! Golden 'Oppartunity, 
wherein to propoſe and - promote: his Hellith 
Projects. and £o bring All t6 an Herrible Con- 
farſion, ' when theve was no publick Power to 
cantroul or reſtrain their '-Extravagancies : 
Yea, this Daring Devil ( though over-Witted 
. and over-Powered by the onely Wile: and Al- 
mighty God, even \npon that Advantage» ' 
Ground') Durſt Attanpt the 'Church ,when 
utder the Protection of Her Godly Gover- 
Nours;. as under 'Sampfan, of whom "tis ſaid, 
{ He ſhall ((onely) Begin to Deliver Uradl, ] 
Facdg. 13. 5. He made fame cffays to fave chem 
from the Oppreifing, Philiſftines,, yet that Op- 
preflion lafted 40 Y..z. 1. to wit, During the 
Days of Sampſon and of Eli bis next — 
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though Sampſon was Deſtroying them all his 
life, :and Deſtroyed more at his Death, 
16, 30. (wherein he was a Type of Chrilt; who 
by his Death overcame Death, and him who 
had - the power of Death, the Devil ; Hebr. 
2,14.) = did he, anely Begzn,; and kept Do- 
at the Church's Deliverances, both all his 
+I and at his. Death, the PerfcGing where- . 
of was Reſerved tor:David the Father ing Fi-- 
gure of Chriſt, who is both the Foxnder and 
Finiſher of Faith and $aluation, Hebr. 2.10. 
and-4 2. 2.. So.nder Eliy who undoubtedly was 
aGadly, Man, as, is Appazent (1 by bis Godly 
nes forDiſcgyſ, ie Hannah, - whezeby þc 
her Amends tor his Unchacitable Gep- 
"TT God. of : Iſrael Grant bee thy Pe- 
FG '* Sam, 1, 17. He, Juvring z. hay 
IE that God would. grant os 
I 'd her w 207 ca Day += 
(gx Petition) wpen, the Lord, Plal. $5 224 Rx9- 
eS1.his own Prayers for that purpoſe, and 
big hex,. Go.in, Peace, which the. did; taking 
Dn wk Cong od ions 
with his Comfort, and; havin 
Hake $ down her Diſcomfost, as David " 
| bis Humble an Hearty Submiſſion 
to; _' | of God. when Declared to him 
ape ot T's Man of God, 1 Sam. 
2,; 27. and 2ly by the Mouth of his Young, 
Miſter $emuel, Chap. 3. 11.17. Eli ſaid 
wen the Hearing thereof, v. 18. [1+ is the 
Lord 


Lord, let him do what ſeemeth good, lo eſt, 
His "Holy Will be done, Fand my Houſe have 
Deſerved All, God hath Juſt cauſe to puniſh; 
but"not T to murmur 3..I muſt patiently bear 
what God pleaſes to Inflit : He is too kind 
to do me harm, too juſt to, do me wrong, he 
wilt torn Temporal evil to my Everlaſtin 

good. (3 ) By his Tre mbling for. the Ark, of G2 
Chap. 4. 13. out of his Zeal for God's Glory 
and the Church's Good, left Trae} ſhould loft; 
and Phitiftines get the Sign of God's Preſence. 
He loved his Spirituals better than his Tetn- 
porals; he could htar with' patience of the loſs 
of \ forme "thouſands; and of the loſs of (his 
Two Sons but' when he heard of the loff'6f 
the 4} this goes bke a Dagger to his Hearr, 
and *tis a Queftion-whether his Neck of his 
Heart” were fitft Broken)” v. 18. Like a oy 
Mari” he cannot five without ' the Ark of God's 
noi$word of the Uncircut ciſed 'could hive 
Even lh 4 EY tr the Re- 
port bf this Loff, that” ixdgk*hini 464 wh 


into 2 
deadly (wound. * Yet #33 he not Dreven avpuy . 


bad Hope in bis Death, as a Righteout Oar, 
Prov. 14. 32; He that could not Live/wath- 
out the Ark of God, how could he ' Dye" with- 
out . the God of the Ark ? The' Siris' &f his 
Sons Difpleas*d his godly Soul, and' he* Re- 
- proov'd them for it”, yet more Mildly' than 
was meet 3 hence God 'Wit his Sin upon his 
Puniſhment 


in bj Wickedneſs, as'is a Wicked Maji,” Yuit be 
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Puyiſtitient, 'He that minded not in time'to 
BreaktheE'Ni IFN eck of his ſtubborn Sons while 
Young, Prov. I9. 18,' had now his own 'Neck 
broken.-"'A 'chough he was yot a good Fa- 
ther to'his yet was he (Himſelf) a4 200d 
*Oc und his Memory is Blefled amoug 
Gi ly Jodg es, ach 1Wiſe dom Or 
.I1. ih, A hoc af LA 
Eli was a PA and Xa 
Judg over Civil, and High-Prieſt over 
liaftick 'Atfaits, "and ſo had. 4 moſt Ji Jak 
price, putt Into his Hajids for, | Notibug -the 
Obits Woah, yet gn It 1 ade a Fool | 1 
him, {6 that” He Patty be Att to it, Prov. 
27.16. "2d this 'Satan di, "Accomplifh. C1,) 
by Pr jg Hen ro too tnach Iudulgency £6- 
bs iffolate Solis, * 70: by Ke 
Arche Ne pleQ; © fb th 
ko wh, aft a Pg Hs if Thits 14 Ca- 
ain . AS at ASthe MiohPaed. 
: | 7 he OEM: RN Judg, W#: As 
2 Father," % the” D&bn rin eſt p ae Cant 
0 2 -2pd his fweet” Natural Dip ofiti- 
'to cockering of his Sorig, and toa 00 
_ towatds thiem (as he did. Da= 
towards Hi, 1 Kin. 1.6. &c. ) 
Gt You get and Elder years ;' over- 
ack  Neymar many a child, Prov, 13.24. 
'nd 25.13, 14. *Tis likely, Eli had always 
'been' {7 B22, Father to his - Sons, and brows 
them &þ ir} his Doting _ ulgency, till he brings 


down 
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"gb his HO by: thei 
As High: Prieſt, oh 7 
ks to him over His Wicke d Podretyet doth 


E- 


_ faith) [ 


'thole profligate. Varlets » yet he conch. 


( they having Wives 


he; ſo. gently Recon, them; i or. th 


(lo exceeding ſinful, even to Black: Sin: under 


a White Epbod,,) as if he had, been Afraid. to 


Hurt \them,. 15am. 2,22, 830 . A Gentle Res 
proof can never be. a Salve broad. and 
enough for ſuch ;a Sore as 5s Fieronqus 
[op Wi jckedneſs + ; He did it (as Hierom 
Lenizate pat 1s, non Amutboritate pont pou 
es, ] by. the Geng ty of a Father, .not by 
the gr the Hep: and Severe Au Authority of an, Highr 


ye d \heeg.0n out if 
their Pre, whe bo ould hays. for their Pra 4 


CES. As the Þ 5x KS or ork» Fan 
ane him power (moſt of Bop 


the Head , which Deſerved cutting . 
ſhould. have puniſh'd them for their Ady 


19.) according to 96 w, yct comes off one- 
ly with {7 < 36 fab things ., and Nay, 
my dx rp . whereas he ſhould have In- 
and Aggravated their evil Doings, for 
* their Sharne and Horror, and Exe oſs 
upon them as Degencrate Sons of Zeljal;, ra- 
ther than of . Eli, 1'Sam.2. 23 3: Me #5 He &. 
Hereupon he is blamed for Gratify n 
more than Glorifying God, v. 29, 2p. I 2a Tas 
' ther to pleaſe them-than hin, and not puniſh- 


ing 


uſh | 
av 


their own,. Aker, 


| ect? ” Sana dofean32 by Ok.” "ny 


%, _, a= _ v ,ww . 05 of. Wo .X a 7 


. Laity: Bot 6) ly 'in't 


ing tHettic/ Either b PETE THUS s | 

by GIVIFiPeriatrics, OE b8 pot ih) ot by 

ths Miewnp"the Hiph-Ptidhood nv 

his" nt og Wy of Ithbantart 48 i it had fg Mognt 
r foths Mildenieanath'; (the RaBblhg' 

fav!” eaſe they thana 6 £4] matters well 2- 
e — 19) which al-' 

{0 did befal'hird. after wy r UT 1.26.1 Chr. 


' 2922; 'Thus'EF; by c>klng;to þ brevent rhe” 


Evit(iri arr eyil me Od bog Phang) did - 
theſooner P! re it. F becalne his iy, 

! 2hdthe Devil" mg © 
ard firer' Fri thice OfaHid Miſchicfs oh 
Maladies 0 the Chigreh of God, (all which. 


EE 


had mM Leffed _ plies i To Sirmnel. Sucteſſor, 


o 'PF) ro "wir, "Thc AVborring of the” 
HY Vatrifice. p y ki! The Failure F all Pro=. 
wht ons.” (3) The Captivity of the Ark: 
pork e”Phy Hiſfines, 1jt. Of the 1/t. Thoſe. oof | 
figate” Pick de the Prople to abborr the ; 


ferigr of te 4, 1'Sam. 2417. and to Trae 


oreſs, v, 24. ' where the P; ophane Clergy.Cfo call- 
ed) 15d"4'9 imbling-Block before the Sober 
fir ſinn ng lo ewe: 
cot-ree in ſo Dojn 
agate Got Himfaf® 41d Diſh fe Th 
Lord in prophaning bib Wilks ind Abuſing 
bis Ordinances « but alſo in giving ſich an 6 
Example to God's People by their Wicked Pra- 
ices, (whom they ſhould have Infiructed in 
the good, rays of God "according to their Of- 
I 2 fice) 


tuouſly y (and ſcoping, 
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figg) {o as to make.them withdraw from God's 
'orlhip, - when they {aw it ſo much; propha-/ 
ved by their Impicties. This God Complains of. 
(as aS ritzal. loſs. to. his. Peoples Souls) moxe 
than, of the: Honour of bis own Name diſho-. 
noured thereby ; Hengs *tis ſaid "the . People) 
Tran/ereſſed in Neg eing to come-to-God's 
Worltip.in Shile 3, The . Men wauld: not! \come,: 
while thoſe” prophane Pricſis Thecyiſhly and 
Sjcrilegiouſly Abuled God's Sacrifice, 1,Sam. 


of 


2,13, -t0 16, , And, the; Women dyrſt not;come 


for Fear of a Rape, 224 for thoſe lewg loſels 
(though: they had. Wives of their own,) were 
ſick of a Plurifiefor knowing more Women, And: 
like, the Devil thejx Maſter , lov'd; to.-Sow 
their Seed ©upop, other-Mens Grognd, . Matth.. 
13. 25. - The 24, Malady was The F elm of 
P overy in thoſe Jzcentzows times of Elz, 1,Sam. 
3. 2,, The Word of the Lord was Precious. in 
thoſe Days ; though there:was ſome ſecret Vi- 
lion as to Manoab and bus Wife, Judg. I3. yet 
there was no open Viſion, the Spirit of Prophe- 
cy was Rare and Scarce, and therefore Preci- 
ous, | Rara, Preclara] in thoſe Days of De- 
teſtable, Debauchery, and both -Negle& and 
Contempt of God's Worſhip, for which ' God 
Inflicted this ſore Judgement upon them, that 
they ſhould bave a Famine of the Ward, Amos 
S. 12. and that there ſhould not be'a Prophet 
amorg them, nor any that could tell them how 
long., Plal. 74.9. *Tis very fad with the 

| | : Church 


£13." Canaan, Weſexted by Cod.-1 t7 
Church, when there is a 'Sealing up of Pro- 
phecy. Dan. 12: 4. and'ſhe is plainly bethight- 
ed in this' way-Jſs Wilderneff : This Dark- 
neſs upon Tſrae/, (wHo were Children of light 
and'of the: Day, 1 Thel. 5.5. cond not but 
pleaſe the” Prince of Darkneſs, and : give him 
both light and fight -of the Sucteſs of his ' Plot, 
to'make them both frmble and fall, Joh. 3:20. 
e-Johi211,' The $4. Malady is, the Capti- 
vity of the Ark,, which was firſt Tonthed,-(for 
which Vzzah periſhed, '2 Sam. 6.6, 7.) and 
alſo taken by the Hands of the Uncircarnciſcd, 
1'Sam. 4. 11. which made the Wife of Phine- 
has to cry out | Ichibod} that Glory was depart- 
ed from Iſrael ; the greatneſs of "her" Griet 
made her Repeat it Twice, v. 21,22: ſeeing 
the Sign of God's preſence and ProteCticn, 
(which was therefore call'd their Glory, Pſa/. 
78. 61. the Face of God, / Pſal. 105; ' 4. Yea, 
God himſelf, Pſal. 122. 5. )/ was carried Cap- 
tive, as it the Devil had been'-too ſtrong for 
God , 'as if God- could - keep the Ark ' no 
longer ; but was' conſtrained to let it goout 
of Canaan'into the Counttey of the Philiftines, 
who verily Thought they had taken the God 
of Tſrael-Priſoner, v. 8: Indeed 1ſtael aferibd 
that'Honour to the Ark of God; which was 
Dne'onely to Godhimſelf ; for upon their-De- 
feat; (knowing no other Cauſe, though there 
was enough, Pal. 78.58, 61,62, 63. but the 
want of the Ark.) They ſend for it'to' Shils; 
I 3 that 
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that i wight ſave:them, v. 3, 4+ (1) without 
Conlulting with God: (2) they brougbt.it'in- 
to the Camp without'due' Reverencg; ( 3) and 
that:by the Hands of Two profligate Priefts ; 
All which: was-more tikely to bring a curſe up- 
on them, and not a'Blefling : . When this. Ark 
of Wagd, was made. an Idol by the'1fratliter, 
they faxe worſe and nat better , notwithſtand. 
ing its preſence, v./2,10, External; priviledges 
relted and Truſted in, are;more Deſtru@ive than 
Saving, Rom. 2. 9. - God juſtly-ſuffers the. Ark 
to be taken from them by the Philiſtines. 

Now the Devil having got the Ark of-Gad 
into his. awn Temple, to:wit, the, Temple . of 
Dagon, (which they had Rebuilt, ſince Sampſon 
pull'd it Down, Zudg, 16.:23, 25;.) and the 
Two Cherubims-,now. Spreading their Wings 
undergnp Rook of an, Ugly, Image (Halt a Fif 
and Halt a Man, ): no, doubt but he' had a fur- 
ther, ang fairer Profpedt of proſperivg, in. his 
Progect. 5! yet.eyen "TheniGod Awakes , ( who 
had been Aſleep, as it werezall this time, Pſal. 
78. 65, 60, puts forth: his Power, Beats Da 
gou.'upon his own Dunghill, yea, Beats him 
down to the Ground.as/it be had met his Wor- 
{hippers:.to\ Worſhip them, and falls down to 
tham,thatcame the next Morning to fall gown 
to bim, 1 Sam. 5. 3. and when their Superſiitly 
on had. matic them more  Senſelcſs than their 
Senfeleſs Idol, Pſzl. 115.5. they become Pa- 


txons to their God,. and (as if it had been once 


ly 


| 
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ly'a Chance) Helps him up into his place. He 
is'a miſcrable - God: that cannot'- Riſe alone, 


| but ſtands-in-need of Helping up by his own 


Worſhippers, and craves more Help from 
them, ' than ever he could give to them ;- Da» 


gon is again rais'd up''imto his Rood-loft to 


Afﬀeont: the Ark, and hath thoſe very hands 
lifted up to him, which had helped to lift him 
up. Wilt a :Fealous God (who Winks and fits 
ſtill on purpoſe to behold their mad Folly and 
ſtupid Conhdence, and toFetch' about his own 
Glory) put wp this Injury ? (hall this Lifeleſ 
Stone continue 'as a fit Companion with the 
Living God , and {cape 'Scot-free with an 
Harmleſs : Fall ? No, God cannot Brook Cor- 
rivals z Dagon Falls again and Breaks his 
Neck : His Head (the Seit of Wiſdom, ) and 
His Hands (the Seat of Power } were both Cut - 
off, v. 4; tolhew them their God could neither 
Conſilt nor A&@ tor they yea,God that chopp'd 
them off upon-the Threſhold of his own Tem- 
ple, (as a Cook ſometimes doth the Head' and 
Leggs of a great Fowl tor his Mafters Dinner) 
and now thoſe that came to -Worſhip him, 
might Tread- thole parts (they moſt Truſted 
in) under foot, as unſavoury Salt, and Dagon' 
was now ' no better that a DuvghilDeity 
They might now-ſet their Foot upon the' beſt 
parts of their Idol,” whereon they had ſet their 
Heart , and now thoſe chiefeſt pieces met 


them at the Threſhold, ro tell them how mich' 


I + the 


| 
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they were miltaken mn; their HeaHlefs; cHand-! 
leſs, and eyen Fogotlels: God, 1nothing;bus the 
Stump remained, to with, the Fiſhy, pait :that had' 
no Feet, and that-alſo-ſadly Bruiſed: and /Bat-. 
tcred by the Fall. ;And'becauſe;thoſe obſtinate 
Idolaters, inſtead of giving Gloxy to: God: who 
had Deſtroy'd their, Idol, gave. Honour to the 
Threſhold whichi theix | Dagon had! Toyched ;' 
' 5» (whereby z however , .God 'perpetuated: 
the Memory of ,the; Miracle in _ the: minds '6f 
Poſterity ) as if-the Broken Head and Hands: 
of the Idol had, Hallowed it, They-had it in 
great Veneratign. - Thus: the Pagans of Old 
Kiſſed the Threſhold of their Temples , and 
Papagans at ithis Day do Kiſs the Threſhold 
of Peters-Church, in Rowe, when they enter' in+ 
to it. Suppoſe.it wee done (as ſome ſay) by 
way of Deteſtation, and not by way of Venera- 
tion, 'as Dear Relations will Deteft to touch 
that Sword wherewith their neer Friend hath: 
been Murthered ; yet even {o the Romanijts do: 
Symbolize with thoſe Uncircumcifed , inaſ- 
much as'the Pope in his Solemn Proceſſhon dc- 
clineth to Walk that Street in Rowe, wherein 
Pope Foan was Delivered, as a Street unhappy: 
to..the Credit of their Church: : ; Thus the! 
Priclts of the Devil might foxbear to Tread- 
upon the Threſhold that was. ſo Unhappy. as 
P break the Head and Hands of their Suppo- 
ed Deity. However, the Loxd was Angry, 
for no better- Improoving 'the iFll.of han G 
ac ol, 


c:13- in:Candan, defeated by God, 'r2w 
dol , (neither the firſt nor ſecond ) 'therefore 
Falls he foul upon themſelves, pays their Po- 
fieiours like ſo many Puniboys, and 'Plagues 
' them with Emrods, yea, and (as ſome think) 
with the: Foul Diſeaſe , and likewiſe with Mice, 
that Marr'd tbeir Lan4, ( as the Blind Piles 
Marr d themſelves.) Their Dagon could not 
drive ſo much as a poor Mouſe from them 3 in- 
{o:-much that their own Mouths Confefſed, 
[ The Lord's Hand is ſore upon us, and upon Da- 
gori or God | v.7. The Ark is too Hot for 
them to-Hold 3. They carry*the Ark' of God, 
(and with it-the-Plague of God) up and down 
to their Neighbouts any. whither they would 
bear.it., rather than - Home to Iſzael 3: uritil 
, God: forced them to yield, ſaying, Let the Ark 
Return to its own place, NV. It. Yea; and that 
City. which firſt ſaid fo, fared the beſt, for the 
Men there Dicd not as'they did in other Cities. 
Thus God's Revenge Works out j{ Nolens, Vo- 
ens] the Ark's' Keizrn, and not without a 
Treſpaſs-Offering, though Ridiculous, fuch as 
Satan (in Contempt of God) had ſuggeſted to 
their: Diviners, © r':Sam. 6.2, 4. The Ark is 
carryed: Home by: two Untamed and Untrain- 
| ed Kine, tthat' hat: Calves at Home, (which, 
Naturally; they break through All to come at) 
and that without a Driver; All this made the 
Miracle \greater : God (Himſelf) drove the 
Catt, and made the Kine know their Owner, Ifa. 
1.3. which Hopbni and Phinebas (Two Pticſts) 

: had - 


Fz3The £3. Plot egainft'the'Chur. caz, 
had not done, 1 Sam. 2.12, This'was (ho 
doubt)-The Frr;t of SamueFs Pray'r, (in whom 
the Lord 'Reſtored the loſt: Spiric of  :Propht- 
cy.z :hence he is called the firlt of th: Prophets: 
after that Failute;, 'A#; 3524: Hebr.'11. 32.) 

and. of Wrael that Lamented after the Ark", . not 
being Contented with/an Empty Tabernacle, 
but: thought themlelyes: A withoat - the 
Ark in/it-\ Thus Gracious was God to his: poor 
People'to: make the. preſence of the Prifoner 
( the Ark) Grievous tothe Philiſtines, and be- 
ing ſet at Liberty, !Joyful to. Iſrael ievemſo: 
will the Lord do Nth all thoſe that Deal thus 
with the-Goſpel, asthey.did with the' Ark, hc 
will make: them Smart. for it, and. La h all 
their Plots to Nothing, Eſpecially, it give . 
his Sanzels'to'his Chnrch, that ceaſe not to Cry 
zo the:Lord for ber, at her Requeſt, 1 Sam.7.8,9, 
And. tlie: Spirit: of Repentance be powr'd out 
upon his People, ſo that All (Univerſally) La- 
ment. afterthe-Lord, even with Storms of'Sighs, 
-= Showrs of Tears though after 20 Y. Bons 

age and Backſlidings, v. 2,to 6, Weeping be- 
= the Lord as, ar; that their-Sorrow+ 
ing might be-proportionable to their Sinning. 
Samuels Sexmons to Iſrael, dihis Itinerary Cir- 
cuits, wrought ſo powertally-upon thetn;;as to 
fetch Groans out of their: Hearts, Teass ©uc 
of their Eyes, Vowsout of their -Mowths)antt 
Idols ont of their Hands. ': Oh !' for: ſuch a+Di- 
vine Diſpenſation in our :Day 3 "than. ny - 
| the 


the FivaLogds of the Phjliftines; 1 Sam..$..4.6. 
thoſe Five-Lords in the Tower do Plot againſt 
us; and. Afﬀault ns in our Faſting and Pray- 
ng3 If our Samuels do but Cry,(as he was Ex- 
cellent at that Work, Pſal. 99.6, Fer 15. 1.) 
and Ofer up the Lamb of God with their Pray- 
ers, '(as he did, v. 7, 9.) God will Hear, and 
Thunder upon them with a great Thunder as v.10. 
and Ch. 22; 1Þ.. and Foſh, 10. 10. Judge 4. 15. . 
and {mite thenyſo (at Beth-car, the Houle of 
the Lamb).as to make them come no more, v. IQ, 
11, 12,13. the ſame God is our Ehen-Exzer, or 
Stone of Help, v. 12. 


_—__ 
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The Fourteenth Plot, ec. 
CHAP. XIV. 


We God had Graciouſly given a 
Suitable Remedy to that great Ma- 
lady (by Els Sons) in Holy Sanzel, and 
ſo had Eſtabliſh'd his Church , Ark , and 
Worſhip again 3. Satan play'd his pranks, 
and plyes his-Plots again, - in. the Days of Sax, 
David, and Solomon. . 1ft, of Saul. The Wick- 
ed One (neyer Idle) Debauches Samuels Sons, 
(as he had done Eli's) notwithſtanding their 
ftricter Education, ( Same! could not well be 
guilty of that Sin of fond Indulgency, which 
he, 


134 The 13. Plot ageinſt the Chury. ci14. 
he, from God, had Reprooved in 'EJi.) This 
gave the Occaſion to Tſrael for chatiging their 
Ariſtocracy ( or rather, Theocracy,' x Sam, 
8.7.) into-a Monarchy, and Sax! (of Wicked 
Gibeah Judg. 19:) -was ſet over'them, for his 
Stature, (as' David was after, for his Heart.) 
Sul at firſt Reigned (as a King) well and Or- 
derly, but being RejeQRed of God for Diſobe- 
dience, he turn'd a Tyrant, and RuVFd with 
Rigour, 1 Sam.13-1. with 14. 47.- Then the 
Sprrit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an 
evil Spirit from the Devil (by the Lotd's leave) 
poſſeſſed him, Ch. 16. 14, which caſt him into 
Fits of Phrenzy and Fury. Here began the 1/, 
Branch of this 14th. Plot in Sax/'s Reign, as 
the other Two did'in David's and Solomor's, 
which all Three (in Conjun&tion) makes up - 
this 14th. Diabolical deſign againſt the Church 
of God, By Iſreels 1/t. King, Satan labours to 
Hinder the Church 3 . By the 24. God Advan- 
ces-her 3 By the 34. God brought her to her 
oreateſt Glory. 1/. -In Saul ; whoat his firſ 
Geary quitted himſelf nobly, in. the overthrow 
of Tſraels Enemies; but when ſcarce well warm 
in his Kingdorn, he Hears of loling it, 1. For 
Dis Pacroachiil into the Priefts Office.of Sacrifi- 
ling, 1 Sam. 13. 8,9, 13, 14. where his diſtruſt 
made him pretipitant, he ſhould have ſtay'd 
for Samuel one Hour 'or two longer 3 had he 
done ſo, his Kingdom had been Ettabliſh'd up- 
on him : but his Rotten Heart was Diſcover'd 


by . | 
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by. this. Delay ,' and his' Doing fooliſhly 4n- 
Thruſting, himſelt among the Prieſts as he 'had: 
done among. the Prophets; procures him tydings 
of its. Tranſlation to ' Another whole "Heart 
was Upright, Pfal. 57. 7. and who would do 
all Gods wills, Act. 13.22, 21y For bis' ſparing 
Agag with, his Amalekztes and Cattcl, contra-, 
ry to God's:expreſs Command, 1 Sam. 15; 2;, 
3, 8, 9, 26, 25, out of fooliſh pitty to his fel- 
low-Kirg he; ſpared the one, and becarſe:he 
Feared tbe People, he {parcd the other z there- 
fore: Samuel: ſaid to him, The Lord hath Re- 
jefted thee, &c. And this' Doubly Declared 
Rejection, brings him into, a-ſad Melancholick 
Deje&ien- Dilcontent is called the - DeviPs 
Bath, wherein he Delights to, Wade: :. ;The old 
Mes foyer takes this Advantage, and turns; his 
Melancholly-&mps into a mad Phrenzy, inaf« 
muchas in:his frantick Fits he Tranſports him 
- outragiouſly. to Slay all in his way, Friends as 
well as Foes, even his own dear Jonathan ance; 
Ch. 20. 33. as wellas his Deſerving Danid of- 
ten, ſometimes covertly, as Ch./18. 17, 25: and, 
ſometumnes overtly, as v.11. and Ch. 19, 10. 
The Devil, (that Ewl: Spirit | poſſefhog - hicn, ) 
had hlled . Saz!'s Heart from Corner: to-Cor- 
ner with his own Diſeaſe, to wit, Envie (which. 
Is call'd Morbus Satanicus & Vitinm Diaboli- 
cum) againlk David, whom he knew God 
had Raiſed up to Raiſe up the low Eſtate 
of his Church, 1 Sam. 24. 20. Yet (by 


the 
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the over-ruling Hand of God:) the Spirit of: 
the Lord that relted' upon David: from His 'firlt 
 Anointing,Ch.'t6: r3. (by the power of which ' 
he RIIPd a Bear and'a Lyon; Chap. 17. 34s )' 
was allialong too hard for Savls Devil;not-only 
when\Davids Milfick drove away Saxtls Me- 
lancholly, Chap. 16. 23. but alſo in'all Sant; 
both Secret Craft' and open Craelty-: Tt. In 
his Craft 5 Row 'many Plots did the Devil (in 
Saul )-contrive to cnt-off David from advan- - 
cing ce Church, yet God Laughs them all to 
nothing "and *#5'very Remarkable, God Ex- 
trats-Happy Remedies out of the very Loins of 
Wretched'$2u!* againſt: all Davids Unhappy 
Maladies 3 once Michal, and often Fohathan, 
$aats.own Sor and Daughter. God 'makes uſe' 
of his'o©wn Children' to diſappoint him'of his' 
Wicked' Deſign,” and to deliver Innocent 'Da- 
vid,: whom he tooliflily followed a5 his Adver- 
fary, Chap. 19./2,'4, 12,'t3, &c.'ahd' 26. 27, 
29; 30,34, tO 42. Fonathan ſhot over David, 
that Sa#l might ſhoot ſhort of him. And 24ly. 
irbis-:Craelty , When he threw his Javelin 
three times to Kill-David, yet the Lord Inter- 
poſes'as oft, and 'he who Gurded' the” Stone, 
(whitt'/David did fling) unto Goliab's Fore- 
heatl'for his Deſtruction, Diverts Satels Javelin 
from Dxv34s Body, (though a fairer Mark and' 
nearer hand) for his Doveranck : This-was 
Sauls Cordolium or Heart-ake, wherr he could 
not come at and compaſs Davids Heart to de- 

{troy 
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ſtroyit;: (whoſe onely Farilt was Faithfualneſs,” 
and:whorhuft die, onely:becaule he ttiade"7/?a-! 
el Live)Sax} (as is the Nature of Envie) feeds 
-up6hhis own beart, Ch. $72, 15. Invidi#Sicu- 
li not Invenere Tyranni majus Tormentum,Enivie 
exceeds all the Torments the Tyrants:of 'Sieily 
ever Invented 3 it defiroys its own Habitation, 
as the Worm doth the Nut wherein it'is'bred. 
Thus God made Sawxlithis own Inward Execu- 
tioner (by. ſending this Fire into his Boforn to 
burn hin and this Wotm to be continually 
gnawing awpon-his Totrals)-long before he was 
his own «Oxtward *Executigner, at laſt; And 

Saxls Frantick Devil did not hurry him into 

Outragidus:Craeltyagain{t David onely', but 

againlt the: 'Priejf5: uf tbe | Lord, for) ihewing 

kindneſs to:David;: Chap. 22.12, 13446, &e, 

Oh what a Mad Phreniy' was -manifefttin his 

cruel»-Cdmmiſſion'?' [Tarn ad flay the Priefts 

of the:Lordy\.\Ver. = malice was bent a- 
gainfiithe:Lord himfel\ for! taking! \away- his 

Kingdom, and giving-ttito. another 3 and be- 

caule-hq:.could not-icomean: the Lord (who 

was!qut: of his rcach)i.he ſponds'his ſpleeriand 

vehtshis-mad Fury. upon'his Prieſts *; - *Tis a 
- wonder,that the very Word © | the Prieſts of the 
Lord Þ inchis Mouth, did not' make. his\Haids 
tremble to; | Murther: them, and” that -without 
two or three Witneſſes according to the Law, 
-but-andy upon the! bare ſingle Tcttimony of a 
falſe aridiflattering .Sycophant 3 hence ſome' ſay, 
| that 
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that this Damnable'/Hypoctite( Saw!) did corn- 
mit-herein, the Sin- againſt the Holy: Ghoft, 
Maſſacring fuch a multitude of Innocents -, 'as 


$5-Pricfts,- as the Scripture, . and 300-perſons* 


more,/as.Feſephis.tells us,,Chap.. 18. ver. 18, 19, 
and though his qwn'/Servants durlt not do ſuch 
a Villany,' verſe 17. obeying God rather 'than 
the King, yet Doeg (that. bloody Edomite of 
Eſau.) that had been as far in Gods Sanftaary 
25 David, Chap. 21. Je fiicks not at this Deſs 
perate Villany.z; yet in this Horrid. A& of 
Cruclty , . God baffles the! Devil that::a&ed 
Sazl and (his Swine-herd )Doeg in two refpedts; 
If. , While this baſe and bloody Wretch and 


his Maſter thought ot nothing but Revenge; 


and ſatjating, both thcir barbarous and brurith, 
yea ,»Devilith Blacd-thirſtineſs , they-are:Un- 
wittingly: made the Executioners of Gods D& 
termined Counſel, and juſtly declared ſentence 
of God againſt Ex's Family, Chap. 3.3t; to 
27. 24ly. As they. ſerved Gods Glory, {o they 
ſerit David Comfort : Abiathar God marvelguſly 
bid fron their bloody hands, he efcapes'them 
according to Gods promile of preſerving ſome 
of El?'s Houſe, Chap. 1. 33. and comes to: Da- 
vid with, the Ephod in his hand, Chap 22: 20. 
and 23. 6. « This Ephod had the Breaſt-place 
with the Urim and Thummim in it, Exod, 28, 
30, The coming of this muſt needs be very 
comfortable to Diſtreſſed David > Now he 
hath an High-Pricſt , Abiathar, with him j 
wc 
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wal as the Prophet Gad, Chap. 22.5 es 
j, by whom he might conſult with 

aha Dangers and Aifculic £5, Chap. 23. fo Þ 

5c d,often, . Saul ſtreng Sheng David, 

gy this ne than THE had rl on S, 


one 


«a-<4/-+ 


es of. Say ET 


with ( when David 
cotfults with a Tl 


KY Achoronia. May Be \*. ft; 
ith, the Deyh oy Fon CQIme I, 
In CSaninelr Reſemblange, Poe &s Sams Fu 


. neral-Sexmon , he tte S n 
his own rYord, fo Fg the Candle bg 2 
ket,. -ZQes,0ut 11 A Scioks and THE 

all his Plots, he leaves hignlelt: to the. Un hs 

cumciſcd 3, Yea, his Body to,a cold Graves, a nd; 

his Soul to anchot Hell, as an Hypocrite, ;Mat 

24. t. and leaves his Kingdonreo x Z 

e ed. Branch of this "14th, Plot, was in the 

ns {Ye Band, 'whbſ{Ccntranee to the Kings. 
Was ſtrgngly- oppeſed, not onely all 'the 

E : Sau pet (being, Hilnnted like a Partridge. 
untains, £6 be taken and deftroy-. 
NE wife after bis Death by Abner, under. 
= y 3 the 


4 


ey They adior FEY the Chub: E. "u 


the Hereditary, Title of Thboheth, a' wian of 
Sarhie; (as ls Natr ſignifies) a weak and Un- 
worthy wan, (paſſſhg "by Mephiboſheth oo 
t flcir, (becauſe Young and 
pihg to Rule all under Jr Empt tl. 
pou. *cis aid.” 2'Samt, 3. .6..t z ah 
ot {(; jb) male inſet or for the bouſe 
5 bring about his own Defizns add to 
{Sa faſt in the"Saddle ; Yet God: did 
wan? this Projects. NR. 'The .Iffue; 
chough Nr rt, long War betwixt them - 
( as (as there is Mo aB pe Fand A re the 
e 


« 
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dom gradually. * Fs to 
roars ow the Lord Baffled the dey here, 
ii ſending an Evil Spirit *twixt Xbner and 16- 
boſheth (as he had done *twixt 4bimelech and 
Shethem,- Judg. 9. 23, 24, 25. which Evil 
Spirit was the wil that ſower of Sedition, 
that great Coal-kindle and Make-bate of: the 
World) 2 Sam. 3.8; ro. God Over-rules the 
Devil fo, as to reatk him deſtroy his own De- 


ſigns, by his Working upon thoſe Mens : Cor- 
raptions (whom God had juſily given. over to a 
Reprobate mind) and filling them ed Evie, 
Muither, Debate, 'Deceit , Malignity, &c. 
Roth, X. 28, 2 9. Here; . Abner the makes 
firſt an Athieſt, in a&ing, all od contrary to. 
his Conſcience, 7. 9,18, He knew that" 


. had 
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had deſigned David to be King: over 1/3aet 
whom Samnel Anointed to be Saxls Succeſſor 


yet againſt the Light of his own knowledge; 


as well as againſt Gods expreſs command, he 
tadeavours to {et up Thboſheth. 2dly., The Des 
vil makes bim an Ambitioniſt , not onely in ad- 
vancing this weak Prince, of {mall parts, and of 
no Martial Spirit, (he not fighting in that fatal 
Battel wherein his Father did fall) that. he 
might be/ the [ Donrinus, fac totum] Lord Pa- 
tamounit of' dormg All,” but-alfo , in aſprring to 
the Crown and Kingdom ir ſetf, by his. Lying 
with 8zuPs Concubine (ho had two Sons) 
Which.might. give ſome colour to his claim; 
when | Ifbqhheth was txken out of the way,' 
whom he bad hitherto ufed onely as a Stalking- 
{:-4pon this occaſion | the Devil divides 

the tw9 Grand Plotters againſt David, Chap; 
3. 7, Bad (6 Defeats his own Deſign. Urls 
"Leapgey hever aft long 3 when Thieves fall 
out, True Men -come to their own « Abner 
will por Be Godly (who never had been fo) 
in heIpmg the” Lord to fulfill his Promife to 
pate which he had hitherto hindred. He 
prefin{#3all (he how ads) was in Obedience 
to'God; and for the good of his Chutch,,. bur 
mt Revenge to Thbdfheth, and Refpeti 
to himſelf,” that ho might thereby ſecure his 
peſen Power . and Dignity of Generalfhip”: 
, becauſe he would have done David right 
with an Eyil mind, it all turns to his own ram, 
| K 2 and 


£32 The 14, Plot. againſt the Chur. G14], : 
and\God will Right: David , by a fairer way, | * 
than by Abners Perfidiouſnels; So 24in s thing 
it 180 ſtrive againſt God, Plal. 2, 1, 2., David|y; 
(n ;deſpite of the Devil) doth come to his 
Kingdom (though by Steps, and gradually) Jþ; |, 
boſheth.,is remoyed.: out of the way (as well as 
Abner :" ) Hed dies Th lys Sloth, as be had lived 4 


we a; 445 


Noel wa AE. Crowns David, 7 Cha, 5.) |; 
Who, as ſoon as ſettled on. the Throne, EXs 
preſsd his firſt care for. the. Church and Relt 
Sion, Chap. 6..; So brings. the Ark/{as they had |, 
brought him from Hebron to Jeruſalem, ) fr 
 Kiriath- Fearim, (where i in Sarl's, j it had 
beenilighted) to Obed-Edoms. and; (ny to.Þ 
Sion, a more publick place than thaſl gle.pruzate 
Fakes ,wherein if had been before; w ſe. 17, 
iS. Was,a joyful, day to Dad, (and iſe) 
14,16, 19. ;.. And not being, 
umdelf ſbould dwelt in an bouſe of Ce ar, RE 
7 Ark of God's preſence dwelt in.a Taber- 
nacle, he both defigns and vows to Build it a 
Temple; Chap. ,7. 2,,; Þſal. 1 hey WF . Nathan 
hinders--this: purpoſe and promiſe e, yet left, 2 
valt Proviſions for his Son to, perfottar j It, 
Pſalms for the. Church, and the, | ng 
floariſhing Condition, ( notwithſjan ling . all 
ances ) which Solomen brings. to Hex 
Tg rus »and* Take Advanced to Her 
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* The 34, Branch of this 14th. Plot, was, in 


S|the Reign of Solomon : before which Satan. had 
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%Ihis fore-Games to Oppoſe, as his after-Games 


to Depoſe the Church's Glory. - The 1/4. His 
fore-Games were in cauſing, Abſalom and Ado- 
mah to Exalt themſelves both, . ſaying, I will be 
King, that Solomon might be put by , and ne 
yer have an opportunity to raiſe the Church 
into a more. Glorious State than it had ever 
been in, which Satan Deſigned to Ruine by 
inſolent and arrogant Abſalom, 2 Sam. 15. 10, 
and by haughty & ambitious Adonijah, 1 Kin. 
1. 5- Thoſe Two Sons were David's Darlings, 
whom he had honoured above the Lord, (as Elt - 
had done his-two wicked Sons, San. 2. 29.) 
and therefore they proved ſad Cordoliums, 
and {ingular crofles to him : Such as love over- 
much, ſhall be ſure to grieve over-much ſtrong, 
affections bring+ {irong afflictions.-: The De- 
vil manages the firlt part of his tore-game by 
Abſalom, and the latter part of it by Adoni- 
jab, both of them goodly wen , of a comely 
courtenance, both perionable , and of a 
Princely preſence, 2 Sam. 14. 25. 1 Kin. 1, 6. 
won whom Nature had {ſpent all her 
lrength in beautitying, their bodies ( faith 
one ) but the had left thcir Souls. altogether 
unbcautified 3 they had (both 'of them) foul 


fouls in fair bodics 3 ſo were both the t.ttes - * 


Tools for Satan to work with to prevent Solo+ 
wen from the Throne, and thereby the glory 
| K 3 of 
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|; | . 
_ of - the Church : David had always: cockered 
them, when he ſhould have correfed them 3; 


and..becauſe they were both perſonable, and 
Prince-like, as the Children of a King, Judg. 
S. 18, therefore were they made to think 
better* of themſelves, and their ( ever too- 
tond) Father to think too well of them 3 their 
Father had not diſpleaſed them at any time in 
their Childhood, and therfore they diſpleaſed 
their father 'in. his- 01d Age, and made no 
bones of breaking his heart, when now de- 
cay'd, and even Bed-ridden (as in the laſt) by 
their Diſloyalty and Uſurpation : yet all was, 
that it might be fulfilled what was fore- 
threatned, 2 Sam. 12.11. 1ft. Arrogant Ab- 
Jalem was hammering and hatching his part 
of-the Plot two full years, 2 Sam. 14. 28, with 
15.1. after David had kiſſed him ( being 
perſwaded by Foab that he was a true Peni- 
tent ) when he ſhould rather have. kicked 
him, and not have harden'd him for further 
Villany by his fond credulity : (1.) He gains 
a guard,.that he might be put into the Port 
of a Prince ( being the Kings Eldeſt Son ) 
that ſo the people might look upon him as 
Heir of the. Kingdom , and  by*counterfeit 
c2urtefie ( wherein he ſlander'd David ) he 
ſoon ſtole away their hearts ) from his Father 
the Right Owner) lily and ſecretly : (2.) 


He makes Religion a Cloak, for his Rebellion (aS}* 
is ufual in the Papacy) Chaps 15. 6, 7, 8. Let} 


me 
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| me go and £9 my Vows, &c, well knowins 
I 


that. his Pious Father would promote rather 
than preveut any aG& of Piety.in his Son 3 and 
Hebron was the fitteſt: place tor his-purpoſe, 
becauſe antient and famous, the place of his 
Fathers firſt Crownivg.,. of his own Birth, 
and. where be had many Fricnds to aflift him, 
(3-2, He calls Achitophe! to be his Coun- 
ſellox > that old Fox Jaid cloſe till the Plot 
was ripe, yet probably he. paved the way 
(from. the firſt) by his perſwading to take two 
hundred Principal Citizens along with him, 
(the better to conceal-the Plot, and that 0s 
ther Cities might make 7eruſalem their 'pat- 
tern to follow Abſalom) thoſe are ſaid to fol- 
low Abſalom in their ſimplicity, to wit, to his 
Gratulatory Oblation, knowing _—_ of 
his villanous and rebellious intention. Even 
ſo it may be (aid of our Forefathers, they fol- 
lowed Antichriſt in their ſimplicity 3 for they 
being kept (by him) in. groſs ignorance, h 

this happineſs, nat to know the depths of Sa- 
tan in the moſt principal and moft pernicious 
points of Popery, Gods Providence fo over- 
ruling the matter, that the people of Chrilt 
might not periſh under the Prieſts of Anti- 
chrilt, 4.) The Conſpiacy was ſtrong, by a 
mighty confluence of the common. people, 
who -were but over-ready to worlhip this 
Riſing Sun, and to be weary of David (the 


” Setting Sun) whoſe Credit the Copſpirators 


K 4 had 
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had 'blacked and blaſted to them, Newtrum: 
nods, mas modo Viulgus. ' The many-headed 
multitude cry even to. Chriſt himſelf (of 
wh-m' Dapid was- both Father and Figure ) 
FHoſanna one day, and Crucifie the next day, 
This put holy David to'ſuch a fright, that 
he was forced totake his flight to fave hinfelf 
from Jain (according” to Achitophe}3' conn- 
fel, 2 Sam. 17. 3.) - avd his chief City from 
ſacking. Now. .was the'. Devil -undonbtedly 
moſt highly pleaſed, not doubting here,” 'but 
having got the Ball upon his foot, he ſhould 
carry it cut and dry'd, and prevent Solomon 
om the' Crown, andthe Church from her 

ory. But behold, God over-matches ' the 

Divil here, David "pours out | his Prayer 
(magle'm'P/al. :)'en the' top of Mount Oli- 
'vet where he prays! himſelf into a 'particu- 
Tr Faith of -his' own deliverance, ke of his 
PFnemies © deſtru3;on. © And when Davids cafe 
{tend fo deſperate, as if Salvation. it {elf ) 
"could not ſave him, ». 2, yet even then did 
'God ariſe at bis pray'r,'y. 7. and gives David 
:a Propherick proſpe&; not onely of the death, 
but alſo of the #2zanner of the death of his 

two grand Adverſaries, Achitophel agd -Ab- 
ſalom ; | Thou haſt ſttitten them wpon'the Cheek- 
bones} as if he had ſeen Achitophel kriock'd 

with the Knot of the Rope, and” Abſalom 

with ' the Bough of the Oak whexein' rhey 

" were hang'd, by the heavy Hand of .God : 
3 *Tis 


* 


3 
4 
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"Tis very obſervable, that no ſooner had Da- 
vid prayed, | Lord turn the counſel of Achi- 
tophel- into . fooliſhneſs | 2 Sam. 15. 31. ' but 
preſently God ſends him in Hyſhai as a re- 
turn of his' prayer, a Man who could match 
Achitopbel \n' any of his deepeſt reaches, and 
who did defeat his counſel ( which might ve- 
ry probably have deſtroyed David ) by | 
ſtarching an. Oxation every way accommo- 
dated to Abſaloms ambitious humour, Ch. 17. 
7,to 15; and when Davids deliverance ' de- 
pends all upon the faithfulneſs of a Wench, 
V. 17. delights to work by weak means 
to confound the Mighty, 1 Cor. 1. 27. and to 
help his feryants with alittle help, Dan. 11, 
34. Though the Devil at that time had a 
Lad (he never wants tools) to work miſchief 


\. by in fuch cafes, ». 18, yer the iſſue of this 


hrlt part of Satans fore-game was this, the 
Grand Counſellor of the Conſpiracy ( Achi- 
tophel ) ſecing his counſel baffled, ſadled bis 
Aſs, (when he thould have bridPd bis anger) 
got him home to his houſe, and ( Foſepbus 
{aith) told his-houthould,” that Abſalom would 
be undone, 'and himſelf ſhould be hanged ; 
wherefore he thought it. better to ſave Da- 


' vids Hangman the labour, and to prevent 


him, with dying manfully by his own hands ; 
He ſet his houſe (but not his heart) in order 1 
he took care of his Family after his death, 
but no care of his Soul for Eternity 3 he 


banged \ 
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banged bimſelf (as Judas did after him for the 
like Crime) ſo ſirang]e'd he thoſe very Chaps 
wherewith he had given wicked counſel a- 
gainlt David (as Judas did agaipſt, Chriſt) 
beth deſpairing, ot mercy , 2 Sam, 17. 23, 
Matt. 27. 3, 4. The like fatal end to the like 
froward Counſellors. the good . Lord ſend in 
our day, faith Dr. Filet. In, all this Achito- 
pbel.did but anſwer the ſignification of his 
own ,name, for Ach; Hebr. fignifies Brother, 
or Coufin-German, and Topbel Hebr. a Fool, 
Thus this Arch-Artift- in Helliſh Policy, ec. 
(whole caxnſel was as the :Oracle of God, 'the 
Event. uſually anſwering bis Advice with ſuit- 
able ſucceſs, 2 Sam. 16, 23.) proves no bet- 
ter. than a Brother or Coufin-German to a 
Fool-z and no better proof can they make, 
that follow the Popes Placit as Infallible, as 
Ipfhſſimum. Dei Verbun , the very Word of® 
od ,- when they are moſi damnably wicked 3 
like that pernicious and pettilent counſel of 
Achitophel, which brought Abſalom into the 
bryars; and could never get out, until this 
Grand Cot#mander in the Conſpiracy follow'd 
in the ſame Fate, and came to the fame end 
with his Grand Comnſellour, onely with ſome 
difference : As: (1.) God (himſelt) was his 
Exccutioner , giving him a juſt reward for 
his unjuſt Rebellion 3 *twas of the Lord that 
he ſhould be reſerved from the Sword, to be 
intangled in the Oak. (2,) This Divine Exc- 

cation 
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cution doth make his Hair to be his Halter 3 
and that whereln he had ſo much pride, to 
be the means of his own deſtruction : His 
long Locks he had poſhbly plaited (as Sam- 
ſons, Judg, 16. 13.) and thoſe being blown 
up by a ſtrong wind, wound about the Bough, 
and became his Halter to hang by : He had 
wont to weigh his Hair, and was proud to 
fnd it ſo heavy : Now his Hair poiſeth the 
weight of his body, and makes his burden 
his torment. (3.) His own Mule herode on 
(as it were) turns him off the Ladder, Achi- 
tophels Aſs carries him to the place of his Ex- 
ecution , and he turns himſelf off when he 
had tycd his Halter for his turn, and put his 
Head into it : But Abſaloms Mule not onely 
bears her Maſter to that place, but when all 
was ready for Execution, runs fron under 
him with the Reins uncurbed, as the Cart at 
Tyburn drives away when the Tippet is faſt 
about the Necks of the Condemned. Thus 
this plot ends in the curſed and ignominious 
Death (Demt. 21. 23.) both of thoſe Grand 
Conſpirators, who were both hanged be- 
tween Heaven and Farth, as if he rejeqed 'of 
both, and as unworthy to live in either. of 
them. Behold Abſalom (whoſe name figni- 
hes Hebr., his Fathers peace , whereas he brea- 
thed out nothing but War and Rebellion a- 
gainſt him) is' hanged by. that Head which 
had plotted againit ſo good a Father : : His 


haughty 


/ 


rao'T he 14. Plotiggainſs the Chur. c.14., ; 


haughty Head is now in its proper 'Exaltati- 
. on, and his arrogant heart hath no leſs than 
three Darts thruſt through it. ' En Admiran- 
dum Dei Fudicium, Divine Vengeance. over- 
takes him with a revengeful hand tor his de- 
teſtable difloyalty , who would needs be a 
King betore Davids death, and now hath. he 
an Oak to be his Throne, his twiſted Hair for 
his Crown, the Darts in -his heart for. his 
Scepter \, and Foabs ten Armour-bearers for 
his Guard, 2 Sam. 18. 9. Oh wonderful ! 
And little better was the end of .the De- 
vilts ſecond part of ' his foxe-game 'in Adoni- 
jab, 'than was his firſt part in Abſalom 5 *Tis 
true, *twixt thoſe two the Devil was not i- 
dle, but did diſturb the Church, ( 1.) By inſti- 
gating Sheba, a ma##of- Belial, to blow up a- 
nother blub of Rebellion at the very heel of 
Abſaloms,2 Sam. 20. 1. He himſelf being 
Tuba 'Rebellionis, a "Txrampet of Rebellion, 
blew 'a Trumpet, taking an occaſion of the un- 
happy difference *rwixt Iſraet-. and | Fudah, 
Chap. '19. but he was ſoon ſuppreſſed by Da- 
vids Foxces ſuddenly furprizing him in a 
Siege at Abel, where a wiſe Woman wrought 
upan-- the timerous- Citizens to throw over 
. the Head of the Traytor to General Foab ; 
*twere: happy if all ſuch Traytors might hop 
headleſs.”' (2.) By provoking Dayid, ; that Man 
of God, to number the people, 1-Chron,/21. 1, 
Hes prick'd him up to. a pride both in the 
116 | magna- 
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-magrianimity of his. Worthies, and- in, the 
multitude of his. Army,” which was no bet- 
ter * than  Creature-confidence : | This, ,. fin 
brought a Plague uporr 1/zael, to leſſen their 
number, which David, began . to \make, his 
pride.,| and probably...intended to make, his 


te { by. polling them...) / This Plague was 


hreatned: to laſt, three days, but.in the he- 
inning; (not in the mids} of wrath, Aopd pe- 
membred mercy, Hab. Jr 2.. For as V/atahlas.no- 
 teth on. 2 Sam. 244-15-;; God; repentedz.aud 
bad | the delizoying ; Aa oel. hold, his band -at 
the.evening of the uſt day, which: commend- 
 eth Gods good cyg.-to is Chapgh, {I whila i it 
ws apeenity Devine xe) whine 
thzz?5ned, fends)(he: Peſtikence. que day 

one 5 Yea, and, Divine, Mercy extracted this 


greah gaogl out of ;this,great evil, that, in the 
very-place; where the Angel was bid to put 


up i his Sword," Dapid j builds an \Alcar,: ofters 
Sacrifice, ,and God anſwer him, by Eire from 
aycn, to betoken,. his, acceptance 'and--re- 
concilement and he ,paigted, .out,, from Hea- 
ven...the -place . where; the, Temple. ſhould be 
builc,' which : whole, ;:plat; of ground Dawd, * 
purchaſcd , for: fix! hundred, bickels & Gold, 
1 Chron 231. 25+ 
= Nom ag'to Adoniiah, the Rabbins fay, Da- 
wag ſo frightned, at bn Dreadful. Appari- 
tion. .ot\ the Deliroying,* Angel, that he. .be-. 
came, Bcg-rid eyer: aftes 3, and his i iepatient 
ambt- 


[WILL 
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ambitious Adonijab' would gladly have buried 
him alive, and wiſhing his Bed his Gyave, 
Hercupon he exalts bimſelf,, ſaying, I will be 
King, 1 King, 1. 5. Though David had de- 
. Clared Shloman to be deſigned King even from 
God himſelf, (1 Chron. 22, 9, 10. and 28, 5, 
and 2 Sam. 7.12.) and Adoniab knew it tobe 
ſo, and therefore he call'd not Slomon and 
ho Friends to bis Fealh, v. 19. The Plot ahd 
Conſpiracy was ſong in him (as it had been 
in Abſalom) being IRrengthened by the-hands . 
of Foab the General, and 4biathar the High- 
Prieft, both under ſome diſguſt, and ſo more 
eafily ingaged : Ffoah was conſcious of his * 
own demerit, and Abiathar. t-kear the 
extin&ion of Els Houſe': The is Grin, 
dees (having an influctics upori both Chittch 
and State) Gals not'buf' give a fait proſpect 
of the Plot, and ho NT els rs A ks 
ſpecially confidering the other Sons 
24 did joyn with ith. thenk in the exploit, I 
(pecing A denijah (as now the Eldeſt ) ttiore 
than- Solomon; and all the men of Fudah, -the 
Kings fervants; ». 9. - Hereupon tt e Plotters 
fall” on feaſting jovially, and undoubtedly 
many a-mmerry calth was drunk fo their new 
Kin ” Adong 2h ( who had got his 'Gnards as 
Abſalom had done, v.'5; "many « Taurit was 
cat on the 'old King, and many: —_— 
ons tothe new : But the Trium Hes re 
ed is ſhort,” Job 20.5. Davi upori thi 
mecer- 


# 
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mergency haſtily Anoints Sofomon 3, tydi 
of this kde all A&donijabs mirth 3 er th 
Meal comes 'the Reckoning that damps the 
mirth, v. 4x." yea, when the Plotters were 
at the very height of their joys and jollitics, 
God comes 'and confounds all their contri= 
vances, and ſerves up for their laſt Diſh at 
this Feaſt a Cup of Horrour, Aﬀoniſhtnent, 
and fearful *expedation ' of righteous © r& 
verge, this dreadful ſound in their ears, (Job 
I5, 21, 24.) The Feaſters had heard” at $9- 
lomons Coronation, v. 40, was a doleful Knell 
to them © and like” the Knuckles upon” the 
Wall, Dan, 5. made them” ( as Belſhazzar 
did). knock their knees one againſt another-: 
The Gueſts were all afraid, and roſe 'np; rid | 
went, &c. 'v. 49. as well as their tremblin; 
legs could, carty then, * all ſcukking 'away : 
Theit Plot (being laid open, and timely: pre- 
vented) laid them open' to the- ſcom of the 
people, and to the anguiſh and horrot of 
their own guilty Cor{cience, 

Thus. doth the moſt 'wiſe 'and righteous 
God befool infolent mcn'in their never {6 (e- 
cretly. proje&ted and promoted Plots;' where- 
in. they do” hope to ſupplant the Sen of D4- 
vid, oux Lord Jeſus, that - Prince of Peate, 
as thoſe did” Solomon here, and the Churchin 
him : But what became of the, Plotters ? 4- - 
dontjah ( himſelf.) flies tothe, Homs of the 
Altar, (which propably ſo prodhane a, FIOS 
| & 
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re&ted in the City of David, and alſo 'in his 
Religious preparations for the Fix'd Tem- 
ple, (1.) Knowing the place where it ſhould 
fiand, to wit, on Mount Moriah, where A- 
braham offter'd Iſaac, Gen. 22. 2, 9.and 2 Chro. 
3. 1, (2.) Receiving the pattern of it by Di- 
vine Inſpiration, x Chron. 28. 19. he gave it 
to Solomon, Chap. 29. 11. who by the help of 
Davids prepar'd materials, to wit, (1.) Spoils 
of Enemies, Chap. 18. 11. (2.) An hundwed 
thouſand Talents of Gold. (3.) A thouſand 
thouſand; Talents of Silver. (4.) Hewn flone 
and Timber, (5.) Iron and Braſs without 
meaſure, Ch. 22. 14.(6;) Precious Stones, Ch. 
29. 2. (7.) His own offerings, and thoſe of 
thePrinces and pcople, Ch.2 9.4. &c. (though 
Solomon added much more of his own ſtore) 
built the moſt ſtately. and coſily Strufture, 
the molt ſumptuous and glorious Editfice that 
ever was in the World (therefore juſtly called 
the Worlds Wonder ) the Houſe of the moſi 
High God, 2 Chron. 2,5.; and a Type of the 
Church Triumphant' in Heaven, as the Tas 
bernacle had been of: the Church Militant 
upon . Earth, This Temple was twice {o 
long, and large cvery way, as was the Ta- 
bernacle, Exod. 26. as the Temple in Ezek, 
Ch. 40. 41, 42, &c. ( ſetting forth Goſpel- 
times) is Ceſcribed as much bigger than all 
the old Jeruſalem, and a new Feruſalem big- 
ger than all the Land of Canaan, Solomon ti- 

REP nith'd 
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niſh'd his Temple in the year of the World 
3000. Hence ſome gather, that the Spiritual 
Temple ſhall be compleated in 3000. more, 
and then the Sabbatical year ſhall take place, 
as the Sabbath ſucceeds the fix days of the 
Week. In the building of ' this Magnihcal 
Houſe of the Lord, all the materials were 
made ready before they were brought vhither ; 
ſo that there was neither Hammer, nor Axe, nor 
any Tool of Iron heard in the Houſe while it 
was in building, 1 King, 6.7. to teach us 
three things. 1. That all true Members of 
Churches muſt be ſandtified, and called to be 
Saints, 1 Cor. 1. 1, 2. hewn by the Word and 
Spirit, and made living Stones before Ad- 
miſhon. 2. That in the Church Militant up- 
on Earth, all noiſe of jars and contentions 
(whi@ are as the knocking of Iron Inſtru- 
ments) muſt be declined. 3; That in the 
Church Triumphant in Heaven there ſhall be 
no ſorrows nor ſufferings, allnoiſe of fears 
and tears, ſhall be done away, the State then 
ſhall be peaceable and joyful, for which the 
Saints are fitred by the Hammer of Gods 
Word, and the Hand of his Spirit upon the 
Mountains of this lower World, there to en- 
joy reſt and Glory : The: Sanfinum Sanflornn 
of the Temple or Oracle ( ſo called, becauſe 
there God uſed to deliver Divine Anſwers 
or Oracles, Exod. 30. 5. and Levit. 16. 2. ) 
was the place —___ for the Ark of the 

265, Cove- 
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Covenant to reſt in, after its many rempves 
and wandrinps, 1. From the - Deſart 'to 'Git- 
gal::2.\From Gi/gal'to Shile. '3. From Shilo:to 
the Philittiner, 4. From: thence to Bethfhemeſh. 
5: From therice: to Kiriath- Fearim. 6, From 
thence ' to..the Houſe of  Obed-Edom 3. And: 
7: From: thence to Sn, the City 'of David : 
Now Solomon provides a reſting place, to 
wit, the beft part of 'the' Temple ( the Holy 
of Holies Y-for his ' beſt and moſt precious 
piece (which had the Law withm it, and the 
Mercy-Seat upon it ) far more precious than 
the Palladinm at Troy, the Peſſinemim at 
Rome, . ' or the Image at Athens (made by Ca» 
netias the Artificer, yet faid by the covetous 
Prieſts to be dropt down from Fwpiter, At. 19% 
35») as it was the principal Evidence of Gods 
gracious preſeniſe , and the - lively Type of 
Chriſt, in whom are hid (as in an Ark or 
Coffer) all the Treaſures..of Gods goodnels, 
Col. 2.3. So that when Solomon dedicates 
his: glorious Fabrick (which; as arg faiths 
dazed the eyes of all its beholders) by Sa+ 
crifice and Supplication , he conchudes his 
' Prayer, ſaying, Ariſe now therefore, O Lord 
God, into thy refting place, thow and the Ark 
of #by ſtrength, 2 Chron. 6. 41, whereby he 
invites the Lord to take poſſeſſion of his - 
Temple, where his Ark ſhould be no more 

rtative, but fetled for a long ſeaſon, 
P/zl. 132. 8, 9, 10, And the Lord teſtifies his 
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acceptation /:of all, both by Fire: from Hea- 
ven, ) (which was kept alive . tilt the [Captivi- 
ty: of Babylon.) and'by. filling "the Horſe” with 
bis Gldty, 2 Chro. 7::1: Now asthe.Church 
of Ged {by his. gpod:hand upon her) brought 
up to ſuch a. beauty.: of > Holineſs,” and: to fuch a 
Perfection: of | dazling .dplendour-( like that 
Of the: Temp) that Religion: was. had in 

feat .Vencration,” both 'by Domefticks and 
* orxeigners... 1, His own Iſrael |went [home 
{o-refxeſhed with the Prayer, and' the Bleſs 
fing;; that they adored the Lord: for - his 
goognels to them, Kin. 8. 66.:and both (1.) 
Hitami King of. Tyre praiſed' God for the 
Blefſivg that the - Church had in Solomon, 
r Kin.'5. 7.. faying,: Becauſe the Lard: hath 16+ 
ved © bis. people: ; he: hath ſet a Solmon over 
them,'-2 Chro. 2. 11, Hence ſome verily think 
this. Hiram was' a. Profelyted Prince 3 ' and 
(24). Mackeda, ' Queen of Sheba, cotning from 


| a farCquntrey, Mat. 12.42, falls into an Ex- 


_ tdfie? of 'admiration;//1: Kin, 10. 5. and com- 
ing to her (elf, 'ſht -bleſſes the Lord God that 
bad loved Iſracl- ſo,. as to: ſet Solomon on the 
Throne.; ſaying ,. the reality of Iſraels: glory 
(in bim) far exceeded: all the Reports. ſhe 
had received, 2. 7.9. .yea, and not oncly 
thoſe two Forreigners, but { 3ly._) eyen all the 
Earth ſought toSolomon,g*c. v. 24, both;Princes 
and People, Ch. 4. 31. 34. The Devil put 
Jfrael upon. cafting off God, and dcfiring 2 


King, 
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King , 1 Sam. $. 7. \Now God uſcs'a King 
to raiſe his Church to her higheſt"glory. 
Thus God - over-ſhoots. Satan in 'his' own 
Bow. | - t 7 
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The Fifteenth Plot, Oe: 
CHAP. XV. 


Fs ſhown how the Pillar of Provi- 
dence hath uſher'd and over-ſhadow'd 
the . Church of this lower World , from 
Adam to Solomon, in whole Reign ſhe 
arrived at her greateſt Splendoux and 
Beauty , notwithſtanding all the Devils Fore- 
games he plaid to prevent it: Now come 
we to ſpeak of his After-games , where- 
by he brought an abatement of her glory, 
and a declenlion of her luſtre in this_ her. 
Militant ſtate upon Earth : As it is the. 


courſe of Nature, in Celeſtial and Ter-! * 


reſtrial. things, therg is a time of their riſing 
and growth to their perfeQion , gradu- 
ally carried on ( for Nature makes no leaps ) 
and there is a time of ſetting and gradual de- 
clinivg alſo : Thus *tis in Cceleltial Bodies, 
the Sun riſeth and runs its courle, till it 
come to its Zenith at High-noon , or Mid- 
Summer 3 and then x deſcends and goes low- 

3 cr 
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The Moon hath not onely her Ortum & oc- 
caſum, Riſing and Setting, but alſo her Ple- 
nilunium & Novi lunium, Increaſe and De- 
creaſe: and therefore -i5s the Embleme of the 
Church in facred Writ, as having her filling 
and waning times 3 and Terreftrial things, 
both Animate and Inanimate, having their ſca- 

ſons of attaining their 'perfetion both of 
| parts and degrees, and then follows their 
declining time 3 yea , the Kingdoms of the 
World have their times, and their txrns, their 
points and their periods, beyond which they 
cannot paſs: Even fo it is with the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, his Church : there is nothiug here 
below that can always ſay | I am | but the 
unchangeable God, | Go tell Pharaoh that IT am 
bath ſent me unto thee , Exod. 3. 14, The 
Creator onely can ſay, I am that I am; but 
the Creature is to day, and is not to morrow, 
being a changeable thing : and ſo the Church 
here upon Earth is changeable: as the Moon, 
whici hath her Eclipſes,. her Obumbrations 
under a black Cloud, and (when filled round 
with light borrowed from the Sun) hath her 
time of a gradual loſing that luſtre again. 
Thus the 01d Teſtament Church came to her 
Full. Moon of light and glory ( borrowed 
from the Sun of Righteouſneſs, Mal. 4. 2» 
Uxor fulget Radiis Mariti, the Spouſe _ 
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with the Beams and Bracelets (ſuch as {zac 
ſent Rebekah, Gen. 24.) of her Bridegroom, 
Ezek, 16. 14. ) in the days of Solomon;for a- 
bout thirty years together , in bjs laſt ten 
years, the Devil begins his firſt ame 
to bring a decreaſe of her glory upon her : 
it is obſervable, that Gods promiſe of efte- 
blifhing the Throne of Wrael for ever, 2 Satti. 
7. 13, 16. as it was Typical (and fo tempo- 
rary) relating to Chriſt, the Son of David, 
who ſhould build a Myſtical Temple , the 
Church, called fthe Houſe.of God, 1 Tim. 3. 
15. (whoſe eſſential and natural Ki 

{hall never have an end, though his Mediato- 
ry hath, 1 Cor. 15, 24. yet not till he hath 
put down all contrary Powers, and made all 
his Foes his footſtool) ſo it waz (2.) Condi- 
tional , relating to Solomon , who built the 
Matexial Temple which ſhould flotriſh for 
ever, upon condition of his pexſeverance in 
Pity : [ If be commit iniquity, v. 14. ] which 
Solomon did ( but Chrift could not) in the 
latter end of his Reign, by falling into Ido- 
latry, 1 Kin. 11.9. 14. 23. 26. therefore the 
Lord correfied him- with the Rod of men, by 
ſtirring up Adverſaries againſt him 3 which 
would not have been,-bad be been conſtant, 
as at that day (when another promiſe was 
propounded upon that condition) in the good 
ways of God, 1 Chron, 28. 7. Solomon had 
been well &ducated , both by his Father, 
L 4 Prov. 
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Prov. 4. 4. and' by his Mother, Prov. 31. 1: 
and af that day (while young) kept the Com- 
 Tndindments of the Lord, and brought -both 
Church and State to the higheſt point of ſub- 
lunary happineſs : So that as Davids Reign 
repreſented the Church Militant upon Earth, 
fo Solomons Reign reſembled the Church 
Triumphant in heaven : yet as man that is 
in honour abideth not, Pal. 49. 12. fo Solo- 
mon (according to the manner of all tempo- 
ral things, and by the means of mans cor- 
ruption)' abode not in this Honourable and 
happy eſtate, but when he was old, 1 Kin. 11. 
4. and then ſhould he have been beſt, Job 
_ 32. 7. Having had {o long Communion with 
God, and ſo much experience of his good- 
neſs in his appearing to him twice after an ex- 
traordinary manner, which was a great Evi- 
dence of Divine favour, and laid a great in- 
gagement upon him to cleave cloſe to God, 
who -twice appeared, 1 Kin. 3.5. and 9. 2. 
and 11, 9, Some make Solomon's old age the 
extenuation of his fin, inaſmuch as it brings 
along with it many weakneffes, which ex- 
poſed him to. be over-ws tted by Outlandiſh 
Women, upon which he ſo fondly dotcd : But 
ſurely his Age was an aggravation of his fin 3 
his Jaft days ſhould have been his beft days, 
and- his Graces ( like good Jiquor ) ſhould 
have run freſh to the bottom : Some do give 
the Flower of their Youth to the Devil, -and 
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reſerve the Dregs of theix Old Age for God, 
This is ' bad enough 3 but Solomon dill fax 
worſe, in doing quite contrary, as if he'ex- 
pected to find the Devil a betrer Matter to 
ſerve in ais old age, than he had found God 
tobe in his youth : g> Oh what need-wethave 
to ſtand upon our watch ! little do we know 
what the Devil may tempt us to before we 
die if God leave us;, Satan may lift us 
worſe ( in his Sieve of Temptation ) when 
we are old,' than ever he could do while we 
were: young : The Innocenteſt man Adam, 
the Strongeſt man Sampſon, and the Wileſt 
man Solomon, were all undone by Satan, and 
all by Women, eſpecially Solomon, who had 
hitherto the charaCter of a None-ſuch, from 
1 Kin. 3.1. to the end of Ch. 10. then Ch. 
11, begins with a But, like that of Naaman, 
2 Kin. 5. I. he was Captain of the Syrian Hoſt, 
a great man with bis Maſter, and Honourable 3, 
he was alſo a mighty man of Valour, But he was 
a Leper. So here, after all Solomons glory is 
graphically deſcribed in the foregoing Chap- 
rers,it follows, Chap. 11. 1. But King Solomon 
loved many ſtrange Women 3 hereby he 
(who ſhould have been the man for cſtabliſh- 
ing the Church in its perfection of beauty, 
and for perpetuating the power and purity of 
Religion to his Polterity ) becomes himlſelt 
Effeminate, and Emaſculates himſelt fo far 
as to be intangled by them into great evils : 
I, 
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x, ' In tolerating ( at leaſt ) their Idolatrous 
praQtices. 2. In allowing places for their I- 
dols. . 3. In his complying with them, and con- 
forming to them in their worſhipping of Ve- 
mes, Bacchus, Saturn, &c. and all this ( as it 
were ) #ndey Gods very eye, {o nigh the Tem- 
ple, the place of Gods refidence 3 for this the 
Lord was angry, and ſays, be will rend the 
Kingdome, v. 9;10,11. and does it ( as well 
as ſays it) afterwards. The Devil is as much 

ed as God is angry, hopes to win the 
.Game , and to damn Solomon ; yet that 
wicked one could not touch him, to wit, with 
his deadly touch of final Apoſtacy, for the 
Seed of God was in him, 1 Foh. 3.9. and 
5.15, the Rogt of Grace remain'd, wroxght 
in him, and browght him to repentance 3 his 

k of Ecclefiaftes is his Penitential Pali- 
,nody, {0 ought he not to be pidtur'd by Pa- 
piſts balf in Heaven, and balf in Hell. *Tis 
remarkable, that David and Solomon are con- 
joyn'd in one Commendatory Sentence , 
2 Chron. 11.17. to ſhew that. Holy David is 
2s much in Hell as Solomon, and Solomon as 
much in Heaven as Holy David : And *tis 
not poſhble that the beginning of Rehoboams 
Reign could be like Davids (as that Clauſe 
affirms) if Solomon had left his Kingdome in 
{o corrupt a condition as his Apoſtacy cau- ' 
fed. and not have reform'd it after his return 
to the Lord, The Devil having loſt this fill 
| after- 
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er- game ( for cclipling the of the 
ons , which gain'd y A bl 2 Book of 
Eeelefiaftes by Solompns fall ) upon Solomons 
. ſelf, he tries conclulions upon Solomons Son, 
as his ſecond after-game > and no better 
Tool could he have to work withall, than 
Childiſh Reboboam : *Tis a wonder that 
wiſe a Father as Solomon, ſhould have (onely) 
ſuch a fooliſh Son as Rehoboam, and that of 
ſeven hundred Wives, and 'three hundred 
Concubines : Many a Fool hath had a wiſer 
Son than this wiſeſt Father ; afſuredly Solo- 
; mon did prognoſticate his Sons future folly, in 
his ſaying | Who knows whether he that comes 
after me will be a wiſe man, or a fool, &c. Ecelef, 
1.18, yea, the holy Scripture calls him a Child 
at forty years old, 2 Chron. 13. 7, All this he 
did prove himſelf in the Parliament held at 
Shechem, 1 Kin. 12. 1. where an humble Ad- 
dreſs is made ty him, that he would lighten 
'their grievous Yoaks, and lefſen their great 
Taxes which his Father had laid on them for 
the maintenance of his vaſt Retinue , of 
{irange Women eſpecially, and (fay they) we 
will be thy. ſervants for ever, which promiſe 
(annexed) anticipates a. tacit Objection z for 
it might be ſaid, if the King had once ſub- 
mitted himſelf to the requeſt of his Subjects, 
they would prove Lo1ds over him : but' here 
they ſhew the contrary, and promiſe to ac- 
cept of him, and to be ſubject to him : he 
:, 8 being 
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being leſs wiſe than. his Father who adyj- 
ſed ;him | by « ſoft Anſwer to pacifie. wrath, 
Prov. 15. I. | but more wilful)) rejeRs the ad- 
vice. of his Fathers old experienc'd Counſel 
lors (with whom was wiſdom, Fob 12. 12.and 
whom he conſulted onely for fa{hion fake) and 
follow'd the device of his own green-headed 
Companions and Courticrs , who paraſiti- 
cally perſwade him to_ ſtand upon his Pan- 
toffles , and not at all to ſtoop to his people, 
' for. that would make him a King without g 
Kingdom, and a Subjet to bis Subjects, Thus 
they humour him into a conceit of Abſolute- 
neſs : Hereupon he threatens Tyranny to the 
people, who hear of- nothing from him, but 
Scourges 4nd Scorpions, v. 13. Oh fooliſh 
and childiſh King, whoſe very words have 
Stings ! was this the way to gain a diſcon- 
tented people ? No, but rather to. diſoblige, 
even a willing people, who . could - not but 
think .how crue] will this mans hands be, who 
thus draws blood with his Tongue! Thus 
he fondly loſes ten Tribes from his Crown 
with his churliſh words, and rough anſwers, 
which he would (and might not) have reco- 
ver'd with the blood of a great Army, v. 21, 
22,23, Then {aw he (when tog late) that 
ftrife 1s eaſier ſtirred than + ftinted, and that 
the people is a moſt Heady Water, when 
once ten of their Banks, which now. were 
broken down by his indefinite profeſſion of 
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jgour and ſeyerity upon their purſes and per-: 

3s : 0+. Sad conſequences ever accompany: 
thoſe,Princes that would be Abſolute in Pow- 
er, Will be Reſolute in Will, and dare be, Diſ- 
ſolute in Life. The | wicked one had a double 
advantage. 'for promoting this Plot, not onely 
Reboboam to -»#vrk, on, who was green-headed 
at forty. (though the Son of Solomon 5, who 
was grey-headed at twenty) year old, 2' Chro« | 
13.7. and 1 Kin, 3.3.7 With 2.6. : and 
1 Chre. 154 21+, but'alfo. Feroboam to-work hy, 
who'' was as wily wicked, plotting/ a revolt 
from-- foxmer aftronts , forming a Religion 
accommodated to his Rebellion , and, de- 
fignedly., marring the Iſrael; of God, for ; the 
better. makzng then his own Subjects : By both 
thoſe two helps -(ot  childiſhneſs in the' one, 
and/craftine(s in the ether) Satan, that Schiſ(- 
matjcal Spirit ( who- made the farſt Schiſm 
or Rent\'in the City. of God, at the- firſt be- 
ing: of the World') now made (1.) The lar- 
get: Schiſm or Rent ,. (2.), The longeſt that e- 
ver had becn wade ,in the Church -of God 
under: any Goyernment : (1,) It was the 
largeſt, far here the; Devil got more than 
nine/ parts (, even; -the ten Tribes-) ;leaving 
God: ogely his tythe, his: tenth, his one Tribe, + 
to wit, .the Tribe of .. Jadah onely 3, {0 *tis ex- 
preſſed, 1.,King. 11, 13. with 12, 20, and it 
(2.) was the longeſt. alſo, for it was a Rent 
that: covld never be ftitch'd together again, 
ncither 
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_ "by force » tus Fr by - moſt 
| Reformers 3 t till £ Capti- 

| arr Sorter a work of wonder, 'a- Mi- 
of Mercy, and a matter of great admi- 
ration, that the Devil made not the ten 
Tribes to' ſwallow up the one Tribe (ten to 
one's -great odds) the Kinglome of” 7ſrae! 
to devour the Kingdome of , fo called, 
though Berjamin was included in Fadlah : 
No; God-had promis'd, that his mercy fſhowld 
not away from Solomon, as he took it 
from Saul, 2 Sam, 7.15. that is, F will not 
ite- caſt him out of my favour, or wholly 
— or him-of eek date” s - did Sar, 
is fpoifd the Devi eſtroying 
the Church, for Solomons Seed was not re- 
jeded:of God, as Sarl was, to give a way to 
Davids - ſucceſſion 3 yea, and that -which 
fpoiPd- Satans projet yet more was;-when 
God was angry with Solomon, his  Jedidiab, 
his-Darling, for his fin, and threatned to rend 
the Kingdome (which is as a glorious Mantle 
upon the Kings ſhoulder , x Sam. x5, 28. 
1 Kin. 11.29, 30.) from him, yet the feveri- 
ty of that Sentence God was pleaſed to 
fweeten with ſome mitigation and”! mix- 
ture of mercy3 as 'I» I will not do # in thy 
days, &c., 2. I will not rend away all, 1 Kin. 
IT, 11, 12, 13. (1.) For Davids fake (which 
. is five times repeated there for his honour) 
and (2.) For Jeruſalems ſake, both which had 
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peculiar promiſes 3 as, ' I. David, 2 Sam. 7; 
9, 10, 11, 12, 16, all performed {by the-pro» 
miſer , either in the- Types or. Antitypes, 
2, Jeruſalem , that holy City,. Neb. 11. 1..48, 
Ifa. 52. 1. wherein Zion and the Temple 
ſteod , and was the ſpecial Type - of the 
Church, Pſal.. 51. 15. Iſa. 62. 1.7. and. 66.20, 
Revel. 21. 2. and thevels God promis'd/"to 
David his _——_ Is bave qc 
or Lamp always, 1 Kin. 113.v.36. to wit; a Roy: 
al ws. ſhould ſhine before his fin. 
ple; which was moft- properly accotnplith'd 
in Chriſt, Luke 2. 32. The Scepter could not 
be taker (either by men or Devikts) from Fu- 
dah, «mil Shilo came, Gen. 49. 10, and then 
was he a light to the Gentiles, as he had been, 
(and ſtill was) @ glory to Iſrael. Now —_ 
the Devil (that Grand Make-bate of 
World) had a great hand in this Rent or 
Diviſion, together with his Impious Inſtru- 
' ment Feroboam, yet the Lord had a greater 
hand in it, to ordain, order, and over-rule 
all : For thus faith the Lord, This thing is 
me {and the cauſes was from the 
$i as from the Devil) 1 Kin. 12, 15. 24. 
it was a ſin (call'd Rebellion, Ch. 12. 19.) 
ſo it was from the Devil; but as it was a pu- 
niſhment of {> (both of Solomons Idolatry, 
Ch. 11. v. 11. and of Rehoboamss inſolency) p. 
it was from God, as an Act of Juſtice from 
the ' Supreme Judge, Am. 3.6, God here 
with- 
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withdraws the Spirit: of Wiſdom from Reho- 
bogm, and leaves. him; tv his own egregious 
folly, as Chap. 22. 23-.2 Chren..25. 20. and 
323-.31- : God knows how to order the difor- 
ders of the World to his own Glory, as: ha- 
viog/an over-ruling Providence beyond mags 
purpoſe,” and an over-powering-power , tlill to 
preſerve; his poor Church , ' though | Sofomon 
bad. been ſharing. himfelf betwixt God and 
Idols, and th e-.his ſervant ( Feroboam ) 
ſhall ſpqre the Kingdome with his Son ( Reho- 
boem) yea, and bear away the hbetter- half 
from 'him3 yet Judah ftill rules with God 
(and God with them) and is faithful with the 
Saints 5 When Ephraim (the ten Tribes). com- 
God about with lyes, Hof. 11. y. 12.,'that 
is,: while  back-ſliding Iſrael went after their 
Leaden Priefts (made by Feroboam of the ba- 
{ek -of the people) and their Golden Calves, 
Fadah kept tite to the Temple-worlhip, and 
firm in the true Religion. Thus the moſi 
gracious God, even in the midſt of wrath, re- 
members . mercy, and leaves this blefling (ſoon 
repenting of the evil) behind him , that 
Lamp ſhould be lighted in Jcruſalcm, -4 
the moſt boiftrous blaſts of the Devil, and bi# 
In(truments, ſhould not blow ont. | 
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-Ow whed <6 Devil had Srvided 
ſo -great 'a' ſhare of Davide King- 
dome' to- himſelf by Divine Per- 

- © - miſſion, ( the Lord. of' the Soyl, 
Hoſe 9. 3. Iſa. 8. 8." giving = deve v 8 > dev 
glory to' ſuch ſad Incroachments) he 

on {owing the curſed Tecd of his Tares upon 
the \Lords Land ,” among thoſe Tribes who 

diſdain'd to live any -lenger by 'the Lords 

Law. '' Oh wonderful ! there was no viſible 


z 


Church upon Earth at this time, but in the 


Land-of - Promiſe 3 -and yet the ongly wiſe 
God gives up'to Satan (when all 'the World 
lay in wickedneſs, r'Job.'5. 19. and fo in the 
poſſeflion/ of that wicked 'one) even the lar- 
geſt: ſhare of his owii Land: alſo, though 'it 
was but a little ſpot of Land (no bigger than 
our Wales) in all; Thus the Lords Land, 
Levit, 25. 23. became {the Devils 'Land' too 
(inthe greateſt part ) with all-the reſt of the 
, Habitable: World': - Oh how wnſearchable are 
"ho ways of ' the Lord; and his works paſt find- 
ing- out, Rom. 11. 33, 34,35 2345©-, Oh 
thie | borcomlels _ of - Divine T——_ 
M the 
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the Devil, having got this leave againſt J- 
ract (agonce agatnft Fob)-when Gods Hedge 
was gone, begins to lay waſte Gods Vineyard, 
Iſa. 5. 5,6: Hei'naw::falls'to wotk for de- 
bauching Iſrael 3 he firſt makes them caſt of 
their tr#e Sovezaign, and the 2 falſe one; 
Feroboam the Son of Nebat muſt be the man, 
one that wanted neither Craft nor \ ag wo 
back this Horſe which, had caft hi 
Next to Aebitaphel,.the Devil had nag a ok 
tier Head to plot again the Church, than 
this ] of the. F attio and F reliien.” As 
the abtil PAs into him bis ſubs 
for his ſtealing a Scepxer, lo tor ſremring it 
- im, when he. had, Gen it.; His. Platung 
Head had this conſidering | Cap upon 'is, 
%y- but a pang of diſcontent; that made 
ag z violent things: are; nat ent 3 
ſaga aroxyſmes, or.Fits of ion, hav 
as Gallo Relaxations and recovexies 3. the 
Revolters cannot return, thrice a year to the 
Temple, in Fernſalem ( as. God, commands 
JOS Exod. 34-23.) but *twill, make __ 
revolt from me, and xeturn to .Rebobopr 31 
muſt either keep. them off from God, orl 
never keep them off from Loyalty and 
Piety | Therefore [to give them a. pleaſant 
Diverlion (when he durſt not offer a dire 
_Reftraint .and Prohibition) he changes: and 
adulterates that Religion , which i he daze 
melhor inhibit nor aboliſh ; Hereupon this 


ne 
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new'King plots '10-make,” Tftgel ar! new God? 


and'(for (theix: cafe) nears: home to0, thay 


they! might;;8Þ6 be, toed, with. going th fan 
2s the \'Temple,- pretending) to. be more mex« 
cifil! ta the, people than) the; moſt- mexcifyl 
God, yed-and [mare - pradeng ghan he; in-big 
more compengigus and-playfble way of war- 
thipy. altogether; accammodated.- to the: caſes 
ang. .humouy of; the people: + Aaron had:bur 
maur'd Js} with one. Golden Calf (ſuch 
35, they had ſeen long, in heph) ' Exod\32«43 
Now: /Ferobvam (who: had {ately lived: there, 
3 Kins; AJ. 494) jadges it - proper (after 4px 
ra79; example )-to humaug. thera with twa, 
which beets up at. Pox..and Betbe),. at bath 
the... ends- of | the Land ,, North and South, 
+ Kin.' 12, 274 2$, 29. . Thus took. he crafty 


counſel'gf'.his eurſadd Chountiexs, and, ſo he 


might ſecure his. Realm and. Region , he-mat- 
ter d-pok though, Religion , were [run down, to 
mine... Avg; this thing becawe ; a fot to Ira, 
3 30» a; molt þagjnous fin,- though. it was but 
2. baſe thing, this. lmage ; was one of the ba- 
felt, Pſal, 196.20, The Image of 2 Calf eat- 
ng - Hay.:,, Ot; ; what Brwtiſh, Creatures were 

ael tpade by av Intoxicating Devyl, -Pſal. 


21 5» &'10-251to fell down-and worbip fucka 
[Bratiſh Gyeature, as a: Calf as {gon as it was 


ſet-up 3; yea, [that ſervice. ( which was ondy 
due to God). was! performed; to Devils in»this 
baſe thing, 12, Chron. 11. 15. all Idolatry is 
3 M 2 DeviL 
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Deviworſhip 3-all Devotion that' is abt -don® 
eo'God '(rivr by # Divine Wartant”) is' done 
6! thie Devil ; ther no Medium'or Mean 
betwixt them', X Cmi10.20, 21, (Revel 9.20, 
Now the Devil”! (that daiez4giry/ or Idob 
lover) had £0 his deſign in debauching 7/- 


- 


7461", when he had'got a Divine Service {et 
ap (1.) In another Mace, 1 Kin,1 2, 29;:(2.) At 
acother time, v, 52:(3.) After another man- 
ney; v. 28, (4.)-And by other Prieſts, v. 31. 
than God * had [appointed : ' Prond'! Licafer, 
the:-Deyil was: welt' pleaſed with this De 
viworlhip..: "This 'fin not onely -brought a 
black ' Brand upon its-abominable | Author to 
all ſucceeding. Genetations, that>the phraſe 
frequently rings in: our reading the Scripture 
f Jeroboam the Sou of | Nebat that made Hrad 
#0 ſin] but alfo' had-ſuch arr Indelible Cha- 
Tacter in it; as'coul# never be -rerfioved, nel- 
(ther from his'6wn Family, nor from any 
-his 'Succeſfors © ("though of other- Families, 
-when his'wis robted'our) 'all the'-Kings of J+ 
-yael after-hinv (by his exarnple)"grew work 
-and\worfe, (atid Trae! with*themn- until che 
-wete 'all carried} away Captive-out- of ' their 
- own . Lartd, -in- the- days 'of Hoſea, "their laſt 
-King , 2Kin #77, to 6, © Here the Devil 
-phid like 'a'cunitng' Gameſter with notable 
'feeming ſutceſs 3 yet God is notan idle Sper 
*'Qtator all this tire, and*ptrmits Satafh-to 

carry it - on without: any Counterbuffs : 'bat 
NONE . now 
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now and. then, he is a ſw witueſs againſt, rand 
a ſevere xcþuker of this PJotx! (2,) Bothralt'the) 
beginoing, 3) Afterwards; and (3:)Atrthe: 


(Ir) .At..the beginning, Feroboans' annalf 
pot manage, his new_ Rebellion: without ay/Jee 
from Heaven, (.againlt his; new Rebel 


a {cle 
her, b af Frog 1 and wr oa 
hoped 2 alk Joh fir from) all 


ne Coe of. Jt TN \Feroboom: ways 


B led tl 9 aye cloſe _ 
trus 5 Gal. his worſhip, ;at 
, Chron 1 13414, 15s : IRR ly; Briefs 
Fs a good: Example x godly pedfile>of 
every... Iribe, 0.0 iron. Land: leaving 
Fo Lovings ob r.-thag,yiglte -their Qons 
ſciences: 
their Ejeftiqn , ( ab. offaq;1 cf bereficio) drew 
much gaqd people. after +a, M6: » Whi 
not. Wl "Rebohoam Was: 
” phe & ' Ferohoom, and his G egnirips;” 
Hey Dey > Me 1 5s. inſompchathat Gag: 

en, ar in wicked.jAhabs,day,: that 
oracle not the. knee to Bal, nar thoſe itortht 
Golden Calyes 3 and God;preſerved themiiin 
their Aight to the holy .City, - gy "—_— 
Watchers laid . Traps:. to' catch 
Mizpeb and Tabor n their paſſage hither 
as , the. Papiſts 1n. the Marian. days watch'd 
all thole that. , betook., thenaſelyes- to \Bufd 
M3 Guzge 


LL 


voluntary, -vlcrocnry 4 -— 


! 


F 
' 
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Gemvs, &r. yetthe" Ford marvel v0 
ſerk*d-therts for. bis Otiureh ir a. Very 
he/\\did. thoſs in- "birt LL 


"wes e85t*" EY atits Shen 
2 'but'a agaitſeil a Th "7 pred 
he-dbod. at? "nies Aer at Ee ih the 2 
in pre AN aat way i the 

__ mvading -F'f as W 

4k ukwpirgitthe' ; | BS 9.07 nw 


awd 3.17, God ſerids/a Proph s 
- - dab::(pollibly vohc of his? od 
ton\Fwrabaan - -uvtheUnidſt of *hi 
byi4hd"Solkenmity at Bethel; to'E 


the 'Hitax, 0,22 Whit ne Joſich- ve 


fiead yrars): ke Hives 'therh a preſebt Sigh! of 
the [certainty” "oDhis"Prophety hs Wie "whe 
yendingy of the Altar at Þ to ew its 
downtall' afterwards,” which accordit ply was 
uccompliſhed; v/3. 3 Art this Feltlga be 
are rok Exy bold of -bin*3-arjd 
' have beetj"the" fir frraly inte 

had not -God*by*anvthet riſe avs 
him by withering his bend 3 which” though 
reſior'd' gain, - by- z thir# Mirade,'ar the 
Prophets 'prayer.;'yet {hands riot its owner 
inco' repentance”; and: while the Altar (of 
Stone)” xends;* yet'' his Heart ( being, 'harder 
than any ſtone iv the Altaz.) remains Ll; 


Weone any teviling ; or relenting.” 
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Gol for, and' therefore the Mats of God 
nl pet "te Neath 30. Ge 
tar, at to "{eei orther: 
wonld eekins inert ok thin the 
latter,” who, trad firgot how' Fart had Rt 
led X's an = Rikbenites, which was 


only for x Metnorial, Fa. 24. 
wheit thiy ee feet of PS 
Fe Fig NH was dolatry A er th ace 
m oy t on 
hs A Bethel het = be of hs ts Gol 
009, aft the rene Being now ha 
tone: a Bith-AbenF "the" Dt "God-ial 
te 1 ickednie Hopi rs | 
] was recove = oh Ho 
row ak 2 Chrat. 15; *o. 
Gd c ould Cos | 
5 City frown" its, TDA OT: 
ony fo Hoare ln Neri "Was 
Ry vinſt Bis 27 rv." * (2) As 
gainſt his > ie; firecchet "bue''ro 
end eo YPropher ( whoHad both 
fs 'agaitift his IdbRatry )- conifrary* to 
room CGniad | | Touch not | mii Al 
nonited ones, , and Prophets 'no haym, 
r05, 15. "Tis Gifer 19/ res N a' Witch; thih 
provoke a Prophet 3 thr 3f any man will Iner 
ſuch, fire proceedeth a of thetr mouth to de- 
vour them, Revd. 11. 5. To touch theſe, 15 
td touch the Appt fl Git Eye , Zech. 2.'E, 
4 M 4 There 
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Thexefore doth ; oe ſay. to. Ki ( not of 
gs) Touch . not thoſe; th be "Ei 7 Undion 


F h 7 0 
= NF rk rg Akan 
makes. him. fiand.. A Antick , Statue, 


pointing/.out the. Traveller, with an 
ary ry —{ Fi cannot , pull it in 
1;Kin.j1.3- 4+ So facile a thing it is with God 
to, x09] ke courage,' and. the rage of. 
the-py LDH %rſecutar, Ht 76. 
| S pe PR had; becn. buxning 
Þ paring the Prieſt 
race . to- his. ſordid 


Hen: Gods his 3. L 
his; "Heir, \ and. a 


WAS13 EST, fiſt Sor, ſ oi be 


ced, 
for. Wes his Heir,” na - Fi pop, 

 -3, Kin..14. 13. Now 

yy r. his fin, upon, LOO Ade Pt the of Shi 

js. fickneſs 2 Feroboam ſeeks *t 

{ihe Lords Prophet) what would be Wet » 
cnot: oat was the cauſe ) of. his .godd Sons 
knel: S,. Which none 7 his wooden Pricſts 

could tell him, »%3- He. receives heavy, ti- 

wings. » and that by. the hands v7 hg o on 


*% Witfe, 


| TE 


Son, who was 
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Wile, that qhis onely-gracious Son muſt die» 


but - all bis, other - HRgHg Sons mult” live 3 
he muſt die. to.afflick then), they muſt /rve to 


- afflict them becauſe Ferghogm was bad, FI 


fort was he.unworthy of good a Son'; 
cauſe. the Son was good, therefore was yi 
worthy to þe xemoved from ſo.bad a Father : 
This: Son alone ſhall ba © both Tears, and a 
Tomb for his goodnels, Ri other Sons' ſhall 
have no ſorrow. but for. their lives, 5 hal at 
their deaths no Goaves x ; hut, the Bellies of 
Dogs and Fowls, 'v, 6..11, 12, 13. Iſrael had 
cauſe to.mourn when. Fey. tiad loſt ſach, an 
hopeful Heir of -theKing ee 'The' can y 
Diving aTeſtin Y. 288i nl} Feroboams Idolatry 
ya AS .Þ» al ut his be Sa %; Againſt his 
hi k IS; Her, 4.) 
his Army, A an 1n, the, et oa 
of his Reign raiſes a-valt Apitly ( no lefs't Nas 
eight hundred, thouſand)" to Fangulih 0h 
while . young, and newly / ſtept into his bh 
ther (; Rebobggms ). Thane which: ad 
ewpty- by his Eien dey th, >” young.” 4 
raiſes an Army to xelilt him, which was 
half as big as Ferobogms, yet was it afi TY 
Army too, con{idering hit fifty thouſ: 
now counted a Royal Ariny, whereas his was 
tour: byndred thouſand, which is eight times 
as many as. 1s fifty : "Thoſe two great Armies 
(the $00000 of Feroboams for Idolatry, and 
the 400000; of Abijabs againſt Idolatry) tas 
Ces 
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&, each other in” © Short = jb by his 
Hecalle ſounds a Park 7 'Mount 
Zemeraim (as ' Fothim likewiſe Bad done upoti 
Mount Gerizim, Judg, 9. 6.) makts a pious 
pithy; elegant and attificial Oration | ( no 
' pnlike. fy. -Grand-child) to the Heads 
of if eroboams. Atty, Wherein' ke (tits then 
bottou God Wt from Fudeh ,"and the 
fore he had frotri T/rael, and maby migh- 
b Matives' he preſſe & pon ''them 16 deſiſt 


ejr; ; cial, and. Ever Oak 07 


NOT 25 ano Ef nes Natty yes 
by A Halt and frieni Jy, | 7 ra oh baſc- 
ehery, in 


"ufech moſt foixt! and filth 
AU vg ,an re ri g\ bin!” white 


his. 0 \ Battaha Xt: before bp BY Farp rize 
him at WIA | vn 5, 13s 
Zndeh (elpyin tt ZETED 
ny pying us Trey, 


* 05D 


anger) oped wn ving 
ls ſr ee | bp We God for ſuc- 
QUrL:1m erous ta were 


6 dot dmg oreat,. On ce, arid 
to gether with. their holy prayeet They Joyn an 
bon palicy, t i whole Army, togerher gave 
one great unanimous (hout, v. 15. This lond 
Acclamation Uke, They, HR," they rh} afftights 
Iſrael, elpecially God "Arikiri them "at the 
Came time with a panick feat, and with i 


fit Fyries4i their own Conſtiences, they alt | 
fy: = all im” a monſtttus- and © matchleſs 
Shy #td;"v..16, 17. to Wit, five Lundted 
fatid then of Tet: *werg flain by the Thich 
Fu who wee bat fon; handrtq thou- 
o that chey ſtew wibre that every one 
AT ard his Stanghtex , is well "called" a 
: it being ie greateſt flaigh- 
mari A tel in all the World 
; : bye read of, £i her in Sacred of Civil Hi 
: And had choſe two Armies been; yni- 
ted, AS _ againſt 4 Common Entin ney, 


they had tj up the 3p eateſt Hoſt that ever 
we: ala 6 age of; aflembled: of opether in 
7 yet Fudah { the (flor "nainber 


ails againſt Iſrael (twice 23 wariy betauſe 
"Yelied #þon the., Lord, v. 18. | Deg Con- 
= Mnquain Confuft. fan poſed in 
God, therefore wiraÞ not Eon founded 
by Foe! * "True ring God, 'cati. never 
Tty 3' God is faithful, , and never fails 
the' Faith ; of his people: He that believes. 3 n 
him "fall "not be conforonded, 1 Pet. 2.6. 
(5th and laſt Divine Teſtimony was Satin 
fora himſelf : God had Jet him blood 
(av itwere) in the 4m, tocure hiinof his 1- 
dolatry, and ſtruck the. {Vital Spirit out 'of 
it when *twas dry'd up "but now Otd CQMES 
to fixike the Soul gut of his Body, when. net- 
ther. Miniftry, nor 'Miſery, nor Miracle, nor 
Merty, could mollifie ind "heal his. impeni- 


Lene 


id 
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' tent. heart 3 nel 7 the Wind, nor._the. on 
( to wit, nee e blaſts of Divine | þ 
- menks,. nor the Beams, of Divine. Mercy,) co 
make him caſt his cumberſome Coat 9 
latrous ,w' will not (ith | 
bis band y hs bot bon and caled;;, Gre.) 
ſce, Gods | Hand him ,. but will live 
and die in his Idolatry, :,. Therefore, the Zed 
jo, Jeroboan : 1.4 -..and the 1 ra firuck 

\. God gayc hi im, two 


Ee {Mons up upon hi Re ek-bone;. (85. To 
th his beard: b Eh he died 

nar! den 4 

\ that. Re pay hand” Go 


Pp 'Tmote m 3.45, with”, a 
bt S he. mote Nabal that. be hed. 
Kg eadly Dilcaſes are Diving... 
Shes CurneS. B) is called * =» 79, 1M 
acer, or the Divine ſea e top 4 
Ty in Scripture of Diteaſe 
noither up nox_-Frrohoam died, 3. w hat 
i Idolatry died' with } lim, it had been; bet- 
Ts he, This, Jeroboam the. Son .. of 
'o made  Tiyacl to-fin, 2 King. 10. 
ts "Which is, oft added wa 4 erobqams in- 
aniops tite, I Kin, 124.30. and 13. 34+,and 
114: 16." &. . ( ſo. oft. it ſounds 2 our 
ears) made all the” King $ of Irael ſin” his fin 
of Wdolatry after him, exc being. not. Fa 
good | Succeſſor in his., Throne of Apo 
until the Captivity, though You Bo rg Ki 
ſuns 


o- 


F:- 


c16; t# CaniahHefrated by CVAT 1h; 
ſundry  fambus 'Proplets (-as Elijah, Etjfha, 
&e;)) to-rechim 'thens' #nd/thohgh God did 
witneſs from Heaven agitrift them in his'moſt 
ſevere Judgements, "s the perdition' bf one. 
was not any availing caution 'to another, for 
(2:) Nadab took no watrtying at Gods Jtidg- 
ments4upon his Father - Fervboam, and he was 
roored ont, and all his*houſe, 1 Kin; 15,27. 
by Baaſha, (3.) And the- fame Judgernents; in 
the ſatze words, are threatned againſt” Baa- 
ſha, ' which had been” againſt Feroboam , be- 
cauſe he” perſiſted in the ſame fin, t Ky. 16, 
3; 4.” And'(4.) Ela Baaſha's Son was a Sot 
it his drunkenneſs; and was ſlain in his finby 
his ſervant Zimri, v. 9. who (5.) ſucceeded 
him; but! God ſoon caſt- that Rod -into* the 
fire,, wherewith he had chaſtiſed the houſe 
of 'Baaſhs, v. 10, 11, 12, for Omri (the 6.) 
forced 'him to bxrn himſelf with his Palace, 
6.38; 19. This Omri made wicked Statutes, 
Mich.'6,'16, and made ( undoubtedly) as 
wicked an end : 9xalis vita, Finirita ;, he 


lived \wickedly, v.25. (ſeeking to out-ſin all 
'his” Predecefiors) fo died wretchedly, though 
not that-we read of )* by any violent death ; 
His 'Son ' Abab- ( the thi) that None-ſuch 
ſin ſucceeded, - whom ( being an 'uxorious 
man )"Jezabel (his Wife) ſtirred wp, even to 
unparalleFd wickedneſs, v. 31, 32, 33. God 
ſets his black-brand' upon this Virago Feza- 
bel, 1 Kin, 21. 25. 26. who hcld her Husband 

in 
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EA her, ps that ſhe rn Frags 
'Heneby. he. proves, worle than his Anceſtans, 
exforts ..\Nehotbs Vineyard and life fxatni him, 
where; the,, Dogs way his blood afterwards, 
yea, ayd. the Dogs, did cat up Feazhel' alba, 
1 Kin.-21« 19, 22, 23- With Ch.-22. —_— 
2 Kin.;9+ 35, 36, 37+, 50. they who ſold thous 
ſelpes ta. wark evil, and. wig ' have _— ſare 
they ſhould (in time) rae the har, Mga 
as they had made a Match wi me iary {a 
God: gave them both their Belly-falls of it, 
and. fill d then with the evil of ' thetx own mays, 
Prov. x4. 14. Gods Arrow found out' wick- 
ed 4bah under his diſguiſe ( which hedid to 
evade Micaiah's Prophecy of him ) a certaiy 
1241s drew a Bowe at a venture, and fſmate Ahab 
"twixt ve joynts of his Harneſs, 1. Kin; 22. 
30, 34: This cafual/ and contingent thot was 
| "ar; by God to hit. the mark to.an. hajes- 
xeadth, whereas the caſt of Saxls Javelin 
was three: times guided by the fame hand of 
God to.-miſ7- the-merk, of holy Davids body :: 
Micgiah "was impziſened- for: foretelling this 
fate, 4.2 6, 23, who mould ngb rather be @ Mi- 
Gaiah in the Geal, than''an Ahab in the Cha- 
riot ? God preſerved the one in theiformer , 
but wounded to death the other in the lat- 
ts 


\ 
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Ker: Then was God, ow, ith him, for al 
bis txy-2nG, UNPIEUIES I: PEriecuting! the 
Prophets, waazdexing of. Naþoth, whe: doubt- 
leſs bad. bopa-#n bis death.6r rightes, apd/ fo 
in a. fax, hettes. condigign, pgw than Hheb 
was, who had; no bope, bt. was driven away 
in his when: Prov. 14-32. Wiched'\men 
may have {ame edvantage.of tha may, but god- 
ly men have their aduenge- af the end y; as 4- 
hab had ſold himſelf to fn, fo! God ſeld him 
to defiruction., and 4Ahazjah C the 8th.) fuc- 
ceeds him, who was 2: ſoft-pated Prince, 
and low-fſpirited, in loſing* po mean part of 
his Kingdome, in the beginning of his Reign, 
by the Rebellion of Mozb, 2 Kin. 1. 1, with 
Ch.3, 455+ and 2 Chron, 29, 1, but aboveall, 
he was a wicked Xing, . like_ Bird, like. Egg ; 
he hadas b{ock a Soul as his Father Ahab; to 
live in his kite Ivory Palace that 4b@ had 
built ,'1 Kin. 22. 39, 52. - His fins find him 
out, Num. 32.23. as he was walking upon the 
Leads of his, ſtately Palace, be falls. through 
a Grate, and catches bis death, which Baal- 
zebub of Ekron could riot prevent, or rather 
the Devil of 4eberon ( as Hell is call'd by the 
Poet Virgil, as above, Fledere fi nequeo fw- 
peras, Acherants movebo, This Beelzebwb, or 
Baalzebyb, is call'd the God of Flies, or Fu- 
prter Stercorarixs, a Danghill-Deity, for out 
of the Dunghill have the Flics their Natu- 
ral Generatiqn : This: Devil could not take 

off 
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off that ſickneſs which* the God of '7/F4el had 
Hhid'on him, and wheteby he'was'difinabled 
to attempt any thing'againſt- rebelling Moab, 
This” puillanimons' Prince 'Fehwwam © ( the 
'9th,.)'' ſucceeded , who was - more-/ ative 
than his Brother *Abaziah , and not all out 
{o-bad as his Parents Abab anl Fezabil, ( for 
he deſtroyed Baal out of Sanarie) yet not 
-very- much better than they, for he continued 
Feroboams Calves, # Kin. 3. 2;'3. God likes 
not that men-ſhould make a ſtraight furrow 
here; and a balk: there 3 partial Reformation 
diſtovers Hypoctiſie, wherefore Gods Ar- 
row: finds him at Ramoth-Gilead., as it had 
done Ahab ( his Father ) at the ſame place; 
and coming to_ be: healed of his - wounds at 
Fezreel , is there ſlain by furious Fehw (the 
roth.) whom God raiſed up extraordinarily 
to defiroy Ababs Poſterity,” 2 Kin. 9.1, to 30. 
:37. and 10: to:15, He had a Zeal (indeed) 
for the Lord (as Fehoram had) againſt Baal, 

v. 16, to'28. -yet proves he butian half Re- 
Kentine, putting down Baal,: yet keeping up 
-the..Calves, 'v. 29. + leſt it ſhould coſt him his 
Kingdome by TIſraels repairing to Temple 
" worlhip, notwithſtanding this his Diſpenſa- 
:tory . Conſcience 3 becauſe be' had done well, 
-for the matter, 'God/gives him the favour of 
*his fourth Generation, v. 30. ( which was 
not granted to any. other King of 1/rael atter 
the Revolt ). to wit, Fehoads ( the 1 My J 
who 
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who doth wickedly, and Foaſh (the 11th.) 
who rides in the ſame rode, 2 Kin. 13.2,6,11, 
and Feroboam (the 13th.) who did | Pa- 
trizare | alſo, and walkt in his forefathers 
ſteps, Ch. 14. 24. for which cauſe Amos 
prophecied againſt him, and was baniſhed 
from Bethel for it, Amos 7. 10, 11, 12, fore- 
telling a dreadful Earthquake, Amos 1.1. and 
T9 by the Sword, Ch. 7.9. Him 
ucceeded Zacharias ( the 14th. ) and the 
fourth from Fehu, to whom God would 
- not be indebted for his good a&ings, but 
gave him this reward yet this his laſt Branch 
being wicked, he was ſlain for his wickedneſs 
by Shallum,-(the 15th.) Ch. 15. 9, 10, who 
was paid home in his own Coyn by Menabem 
( the 16th.) whoſe cruelty ending with 
himſelf, Pekaiah ( the 17th. ) comes on the 
Throne 3 but he ( not degenerating from 
his evil- Anceſtors) was ſoon put off by 
Pekah ( the 18th. ) who (being no better 
than the reſt ) was trayterouſly ſlain by Ho- 
ſhea ( the 19th. ) who (being wicked al- 
{o) was carried Captive by Salmanezer of 
Aſſyria, 2 Kin, Ch.15, and 16, and 17. Thus 
llrael provoked the Lord to anger ; as if «hey 
had done all this for that very purpoſe of 
cauling God to caſt them off, and to write ' 
Lo- Ammi upon them : by the torementi- 
oned Earthquake, the Lord did plain- 
ly torclhew, that God wonld ſhake terribly 

1 the 
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the Heaven of that Church, and the Earth of 
that State : And as God forewatned them by 
his works (both ordinary and extraordinary) 
| ſo all along by his Word in the mouths of all 
his (both the greater: and, leflexr) Prophets, 
ſaying, to them, 'that it they would not live 
by Gods good Laws, they ſhould not live in 
Gods good Land, &c., Hoſ. 9. 3 This Hoſea 
who forewarms Iſrael, that their, Land would 
ſpue them out (as God had threatned, Levit. 
18,26,28,) was the firlt of the Race of thoſe 
Prophets (before Tſaiah) in the days of Fero- + 
boam, Hoſ 1. 1, 2. And thus, as under an 
Hoſea, Iſrael was poſſeſſed of Canaan, Numb. 
13.16, and under an Hoſea they were diſ- 
poſſeſſed of it, 2 Kin. 17. 1, 5. So the Lord 
ſent 'an Hoſea to blame their unthankful- 
nels for the former, and to declare the 
dreadfulne(s of the latter. No doubt but 
the Devil was much delighted with this fad 
Cataltrophe \ot Iſraels Ejection out of Ca- 
aan, he always makes mirth and merriment 
out of 1ſraels mourning, he makes Comedies 
of their Tragcdies 3 he had (indeed) fo 
rooted and riveted Idolatry in Iſrael, that it 
could not be rooted out, but by rooting up 
the corrupted Stock : yet all along the Reign 
of thoſe 20. Kings of Iſrael (for ſo many 
Tibni (Corrival to Omri, 1 Kin. 16,21, 22. 
doth exactly make) and of ten ſeveral Stocks, 
yet all agreeing in Feroboams {in 3 God raiſed 


up 
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up a Rice of Prophets ty pive warning; even 
from'the Man of God'{that cried againft Fe- 
roboatas Altar, t Kin, v3. 'and from Fliah 
and Eliſha, down'to the Jaft"of thoſe*Kings 
(very' few-whereof died a' dry or natdral 
death) > Kin." 17. 4!'235{ God warite@'not 
his Witnefſes-(though'in"Sackcloth) 'all that 
time 5 His 'Eye to Iſrael (even undet great 
provocations ) was: zoog, While the Devils 
Eye-was evil : Oh the admirable workings 
of Divine Compaſſion in 2: Kin. 14. 26,27, 
{ The Lord ſaw the affliftion "(as well as the 
tranfgreſfion) of Iſrael, -that it was very bit- 
ter, when they had neither fafety, nor a Sa- 
viour: Oh the ycarnimgs of Gods Bowels in 
that Word | The Lord faid not; that he would 
blot ont the Name of Wracl from under Hea- 
ven | God had not then' ſaid it, yet though 
afterwards he both ſaid it.,Hoſ 1. 6, 9, and 
did it; 2' Kin. 17, 18, *Twas a long time, 
and upon great provocation (as is related 
from v. 7, to the 18.) before he removed them 
ont of his fight, that r.-- ont of the Land of 
Promiſe, upon which the eyes of the Lord 
weret continually after an eſpecial manner : 
Notwithſtanding all this, the Devil got not 
all, nor did the Lord loſe all, be divided the 
ſpoil' with the ffrong Devil, Ef. 53. 12. AS 
God had his Witneſſes 1. At the beginning of 
the Apoſtacyz fo 2. All along afterwards, 
he had both Witnefſes and people too, that 
N 2 had 
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had a. bleſſed tenderneſs. towards their two 
hundred thouſand Captives, at the powerful 
preaching of the Prophet Oded ( whom God 
had as. a Witneſs. in the worli, of times) 
2. Chron..28. 9, to 16;.. {o mightily did the 
Word, of God work.upop: this armed Axmy, 
that: they (hewed-a.great work of mercy to 
their diſtreſſed Brethren, &-c. though they 
had but one Prophet to preſs them to it, in ſo 
great an. Hoſt. ; And as God had his ſeven 
thouſand of people: in Ababs. time, 1.Kin, 
. 19. 18. ſo he had great multitudes in” Ho- 
ſea's (their laſt Kings) time, out of Ephraim, 
Manaſſeth, Iſſachar, Zebwlon, and Aſher, who 
humbled themſelves under the fight and ſenſe 


of their ſins, and came to Feruſalem at Heze- 


kiabs Proclamation, to keep the Paſſover, ac- 
cording to the Word of the Lord, 2 Chron. 
3O. I, 6, 11, 13, 18, though ſome -jeered 
( ſhowing themſelves ready ripe for raine in 
their laſt Kings time ) yet many others fear- 
ed, v. 10, 11. And though thoſe which came 


out of the ten Tribes ( out of the fear of 


| God ) were ignorant of due preparation, 
( having been long-without God, Law, and 
Teaching Prieſt, 2 Chro, 15. 3.) came, rudely 
and irreverently to the Paſſover (and proba- 
bly ſmarted tor it, as 1 Cor. 11, 30, Matth.22. 
T2, 13.) yet at Hezekiabs gofily Prayer for 
them, God Healed them, and accepted their 
Service, v, 18, 19, 20, Yea, and Gods Pitty 


Was 
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was ſach'tohis Covenanted people, that the 
Old Stile and _ ['The Lord = of 1fracl] 
is kept 'wp+ even-by Abijzem, 2 Chron. 13. 5. 
and fetvords Gods Reſpeckto Ifrael undef he 
Revolt, that he ſent ſometimes Saviours to 
them, as 2 'Kin. 13. 5. Obad. 21. Neh. 9:27, 
All which doth plainly Demonſtrate Gods 
Care ofhis Church ever in the worſt of times, 
let the Devil and his Imps do all they can : 
And though - there hath been ſuch a Revolt 
from the Tre Chriſtian-Religion by the Pa- 
pacy, as this of 'the Ten Tribes-from the Tem- 
ple-Worſhip.Cthe Foundation whereof was laid' 
in Bloody to wit, 'the Bleod of Adoram, 1 Kin. 
12, 18. as that of rhe' Romiſh-Revolt 'much 
more. '} Yet the Lord 'fecureth his” own 
Intereſt, Rev; 12. 6, 14. Maugte the Maliec' 
of Men and Devils, both-ih 1/7tneſſes and'Peo-. 
ple, as I have thown at large'in my Diſcovery 
of Antichriſt. - Morcovet {3ly.) at the End of 
this Reevolting Kingdom, when God had caft 
the Ten Tribes out of Canaan, ' becauſe they 
had caſthim off and hisgood Laws 3 yet God 
had refpe&(1.)to the very Laid out of which 
they were caſt 3 for when the King of Aſſriz 
had Conquered Samarizand' the Cities of the 
Ten Tribes, which he carried Captive into 
his own Countrey, and had 'Plantcd his Co- 
lonies of mixt people in their place, the- Lord 
ſent Lyons among them, which Slew ſome of them, 
2 Kin, 17.25, becauſe thoſe New-Planters 


N 3 (as 
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(asthemlclves lay) ew: not the manner: of the: 
Ged-of the Land, v.26, fooliſhly thinkingzthat 
cach- Land hagl AtS;PFONEr Gadwn Inderd the; 
Lind of - 1ſrat+ had;,anather. God-#han the 
Gog.,Cor Idals) of thoſe Lands from whence. 
they came, it-wasa\Land which Febovah had 
Chola asan Habitqtign.to himghh, ayd faith, 
The Land is mine, Lgvit« 25+ 2:5 Hence it is 
called;the Lords Lang, Hol. 9. 3»atid ftrmanu-: 
els Lagd, Iſa, d.d, ngd/by their Seventh-Ycar 
Sabbath, they Acknawledged tha their Land 
belonged to God, and:thet they were -onely 


Gods ;Lenants ayd., Tythe-men,;, now. ſecing | 


thofe A(ſpriqns.that came into/Garaah in Th 
gels; Room,'made ng ſuch Acknowkdgrecnt, 
norQwn'd himin 4Lgnd which the Tree God 
was glealcd to- Own . therefore he fent. this 
Judgqment of . the Lyops upop,thamn,; tor let 
them know that the;(3od of this Land þad all 
Craatures (even, the moſt.Ravenous)- at His 
Command,wherewith.to'be Avenged foe their 
not+F earing aims. - -Ihus, it appears, :God did 
not Hate the Ground (as ſome fay ) that 1/rael 
trode upon, though they were Revalters. 21y, 
God had Reſpect to themſelves much more, (if 
{o. much to their:-Land.) ſo that they were (in 
a fort) Ammi, while they were Lo-Ammi: and 
Rubamab, while they were Lo-Kuhamah, Hol, 
1. 6, Yea, when the name Iſrael was too good 
and too Honourable a name fox them, but 
they muſt be called 7ezyeel, that is, a People 

| | | deyo- 
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' [devoted to-Diſperfion, v. 4; and ſuch as God 
' | would ſcatter into the fonr Winds of Hea- 
: | ven, [Zer #ng,} as the Seeds-man ſcatters his 
| Seed, fo that the. Ten Tribes never return'd 


out of Captivity ; yet (ſure I am) neither the 
Devil pot all, nor God loft all; for God did 
not loſe- Iſraet;-but onely lid them up in an 
Unknown Sepulchre with his own Hands; {as 
he had done their Mediator Moſes, in {are 
and certain Hope of a Reſurre&ion:: Gud did 
not caft off bj People for ever, * 1 Kin. I'1. 39. 


mn» In wm 3 765 - a Swcac v1 


Though'the dry Bones of 7/7ael lye in'Babylon, 


; &c. as in a Sepulchre, and'were (as it were) 
; Buried Alive at their final Abdication , 
| yet the Lord Promiſes, Theſe Graves ſhall be o- 
' pened, This is ſpoken over and over again, 

' Ezek, 37.11, 12,13,14. To the whole Houſe 


of Iſrael, the Lord faith, Behold'O my People-: 
God owneth them till, though they little'de- 
ſerv'd it. This is Alledged as an/Allay to-thoſe 
Dreadful Deſolations; '{{ I6ath is the Sin of 
Righteowſneſs toſett under a Cloud,that in the 
midſt of Judgement he remembers Mercy, Hab. 
3.2, Thus while the Lord wrote Fezreel, Lo- 
Rubamah, and Lo- Ammi upon Iſrael ; In the 
Invaſion made by Trglath-Pilneſer upon the 
Tribes beyond Fordan, 2 Kin. 1 - 9. 1 Chro, 
5. 6, and by Salmaneſer upon the reſt of the * 
Ten Trbes on this fide Fordan : Yet behold 
how*graciouſly God comes off in that Direful 
Sentence 3 Tet the Number of the Children of 
N 4 It- 
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_ Vrael ſpall be as the Sand of the Sea that cannot 
:- be _Nwmbred ; and where it was ſaid; Te are. 
at my People, there it ſhall be faid,. Te are the 
Sons of the Living God, Hol. 1. 4, 6, 9, 10. to 
ſhew Gods great care of his Church, and of. 
: his Proxpiſe to. 4brabam, even when he ſeetns; 
to have Utterly Abondon'd them ; The ſame, 
Graciouſneſs that had ſent Prophets, to them 
all along. their-Revolt, and a Promiſe of the 
Meſſiah at-the ſame time their Rejection was 

foretold, Iſa. 7.8. (within 65, Y, of itscom- 
ming to paſs.) That the Lord would.not quite 
caſt off the Houſe of David, till a Virgin have 
born a Son, aud be to be God in our Nature, 
V. 14. and. this Son to be born in Bethelem, 
Onethat ſhould tread down all the Churches E- 
aemies\, and be ber Peace, &c.. Micah: 5. 1, 2, 
354, 5» yet.would be be War to the Aſſyrians, 
1ending Lyons among them, - (as before : ) all 
which doth: ſhow, ; That this Antient People 
(of the Ten Tribes} are not altogether Aban- 
don'd and: Aboliſh'd, but God reſerves this 
Honour for them, . to Vouchſate them a' Call 
to the Participation of Chriſt, (but more of 
that. in New-Teſtamcnt-times ) Ezek, 37. 
I6, 19. Fer. 3. 12,13. &C... Iſq, 11,12, 13, 
 Obad. 20, Rom,.11.15, 26; | , -7 
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The Seventeenth Plot, efe. .-/; 
CHAP. XVIL » =, 


"JF. 'F Hen the Devil ſaw how- ſucceſs- 
JT ful he bad'been in. Debauching 
and Deſtoying the Ten Tribes of 
Iſrael, He falls upon the 127th. Plot againſt the 
Kingdom of Fxdab, which yet Ruled with God, 
and was F aithful with the Saints, Hoſe 11. 12. 
God was ſincerely ſerved among{ft them, and 
they Held faſt their firſt integrity, the. 'True 
' Religion was Pwblickly Profeſſed, and the True 
 Worlhip,of God was Purely Preſerved'in the 
Temple at Feruſalem: This made Abgab (the 
next to:Rehoboam, thoughnone of the beſt) to 
boaſt ſo boldly, and. therefore :prevalled, 

2 Chro. 13. 10, 17. Tſraels Apoſtacy was not . 
_onely Aggravated, but alſo Vanquiſhed by 
Judabs Integrity ; yea, and Judab was Kind, 
Courteous and Communicative to thole: good 
Souls that left the Ten Tribes.,and came thi- 
ther to.Injoy the Pure and Publick, Worlhip 

of God. - | 

This th Envious Oneeſpying and Envyings 
' Endeavours to Corrupt Fernaſalem-as he had 
done S2maria, that ſo Aholab and Abolibah 

might be both Alike, ay, the latter tobe worſe 


than 


— 4s QG 2 
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than the former, (as afterwards,) Exzek. 16, 
2,4,5, 48. and 23.4, 11, Yea, that Prince 
of the Ayr (the. Devil) never gave aver his 
ſtormy Blafts (with his 'tmking Breath) until 
he had Blown 'oxt that Lamp which God had 
promis'd to give\David.in Feruſalem, 1 Kin, 
* 1<.,4. at the /aſt, which did fall out about the 


3420:Y1 of the Wpildpiti the 24 F 
dekiab, (when Ezekzelr -390' Y.: ( woued 
. Ezek; 4: 5.) were exattly accomplilfd,) 


10 
that fatal-Fall of. Ferzſalem, tor which Jeremy 
Writ his: Book . of; Lamentations to Condole 
the: ſad. Condition of the Church, becauſe the 
Crown was, faln from beriHead, Lam.i5.15,16, 
and her Light,,or Lamp, .was Extin& by 'the 
Devils Extinguitherz then was ſhe brozght into 
darkneſs; 12nd not into light, Lam. 3.2.. and 
removed.into dark places, as they that be dead, 
2#4'S.''fo pit into the Dark Graves of Babylon, 
until:che-Time of their Opening came, ! Ezek, 
37d F25/&c. | e851 | 
Now to/Reduce the Church to this faln and 
ExtinctEftate : 'The Devil Deſigns againſt 
her many Maladies, and *tis remarkable, God 
fent her as many Remedies,in Raiking up a good 
King tor a; ba4, :a good King for a bad, almoſt 
all-along, (whereas thoſe of F72el were all bad 
Univerſally) until they had ſinned themſelves 
beyond the Reach of all Remedies, Prov. 22.1. 
2 Chro. 36. 16. Oh Dreadful and Direful-Di- 
vine Sentence! "LL 
Satans 
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Satans (fixſt) Blaſt agaioft the Lamp of the, 
Church in this 17th. Plot, was, in Rebobgant; 
who at 41 Y. old was Childiſþ and -Simpile, 
2 Chro, 1213. with 13.7. but of an Haugh- 
ty. and | Hard-oppreſling Spirit, ſo prooved; 
himſelf a very Fool, Eecleſe, 2. 19, thoughh& 
were the Son of ſo Wiſe a Father, a very-fit 
Tool for the Devil; and though for 3-Y. be 
did Well, 2 Chron, 14. 17. yet after he did E- 
vil, and Judah with im, which broghs np 
Shiſhgk K. of Ap ypt,.to Phunder Feraſalem, 
1 Kin.,14. 22, 23, 24-. Upon this, the-Devil 
got the Golden Shields of Solomon change 
into Brazen: ones, v. 27. as he had made zbe 
faithful City now to become an Havlot 4: No 
Wonder therefore, that het Szlver was ;byeonh 
Drofs, and ber Gold turned'inta Braſs, Wai,x4 
21, 22. $byhak,* prompted to this Enterpnize 
by Ferabogm, who had lived in the Court of 
#g ypt. and (as ſome ſay) Married a-Wite,of 
the. Blogd-Royal) cafily ,prevaileth throught 
the Pulillavimity and Efterninacy uf Reheboar 
but eſpecially becauſe Fudlah had. Tranſgreſſed 
againſt the Lord, 2 Chron. 12. 2. His Prevalens 
cy could not have happened without the 
Church's Prevarication : Notwithftanding -at 
the Preaching of the Prophet Shemadab, 
(which was a great Divine favour) both: Prix= 
ces and People Humbled themſelves , v. 5, 64 
(which was'a greater Divine tavour,)butithe 
oxcateſt of all was, that God. did not -then 


pour 
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pour out bis whole Woath, but granted them ſome 
Deliverance, v. 7,8. Sv that things went well 
in Judh, v. 12, | 

'The- Devils 2. Blaſt againſt Davids 'pro- 
miſed Lamp was in the Reign of Rehoboams 
Son; called 454jab, '2 Chron. 12. 16. ſo his 
Father named him, 'frgnifying, | The Lord is 
my Father, | with Reſpe to that' promiſe 
made to David, 2 Sam. 7, 14. but becauſe he 
Walked not in'the ways of David, therefore 
is Abyah called Abijam, 1 Kin. 15. T. which 
fipnifies, [My Father is a Sex. ] Indeed his Fa- 
ther was as Inconſtant in good as the Fluctua- 
ting. Sea, becauſe he Prepared not bis Heart to 
ſeek the Lord, 2 Chro.12:24. he had only ſome 
flaſhy and fleeting Reſolutions (in his afore- 
faid Humblings,) -but he did not draw them 
oatiitto Execution, becauſe they Sprang not 
from his/Heart, that'+ight Spring of all True 
oodneſs, fo they were ſoon off again z and 

e wavering like a wave of the Sea, Fam.1.6, 
was driven by the Wind of Temptation to do 
Evil, and {o Dies, leaving a Diminiſh'd and 
Impoveriſh'd Kingdom to his Sort 4hijab or 
Abijam, who did Evil like bis Father. Though 
the Book of Chronicles layeth no Wickedneſs 
to-his'Charge, (fo joyns Fah | the Name of 
God]J'to his name Abjjab) yet the Book of 

Kings Chargeth him with the Wickedneſs of 
| his Fathers ways, and therefore calls him 4bi- 
jam, aSabove,' 1 Kin. 15. 3, Though at _ 
when 


"4 
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when he went out to War againſt Feroboamsy 
vaſt Army, he ſeemed to be good, pretending, 
to, and pleading, hard for Religion, 2 Chron, 
13.5, 10, 12. and praying to God in his Dir 
ſtreſs, v.14. and believing in God, v. 18, but 
being puffed up with his great Victory,. he 
falls away, and (ſhew'd himfelt in his Colours, . 
weading in the ſame Dizty ſteps of his Idola- 
trous Father, who, when he Recover'd Bethel 
from Feroboam, 2 Chron. 13.19. did not De- 
ſkroy the Calf and Idolatry - there, for which 
cauſe (tis probable} God ſhorten'd both his 
Reignand his Life. Oh what a ſad Aſpe&t had 
the Church inthat Day, when not onely Iſrael 
Worlhip'd . Feroboams Calves, but alſo Judah 
Built them bigh places, and Images, and Groves 
on every. High Hill, and under every Green- 
| Tree, 1 Kin. 14.22, 23. Yea, and Tolerated 
Sodomy in the :Land, v. 24. This fad Face 
of the Church(and that containing two Kings 
Reigns).mult needs {adden the Hearts of thoſe 
faithful Ones, who (among the 12 Tribes) 
were Gods Remuant, and Inſtantly ſerved bim 
Day and Night, At. 26. 7. There was no 
Viftible Church in the whole World, but in 
this little part of it, And how was the Church 
here moſt Deplorably Depraved ? God ſome- 
times {uffers his Church(as he doth the Moon) 
to Wane out of (ight,and to be Ecclipſed 3 yet 
{uch Gloomy times ſhall not laſt always, God 
cauſeth Light to Spring up by Aſa*(the 3d- 
| King 
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King after- the Revolt,) who'! Revivey- the 
Qhurch;and Refreſhes the Children of God by 
a"Ripht Reformation of Religion, x Kin.15.11, 
both'in the Privative and in the Pdſitive part, 
I. The-Privative,' He, finding Sodom in Feru- 
ſalem; Roots out-the Sodomites, v. 12. Demo- 
liſhes the Idols, thoſe Dirty Dung-hill Dei- 
ties, (call'd | Deos' ftercoreos | becauſe of- the 
Stench wherewith they offend Almighty God, 
yet, rerhoves Maachab from being Queen-Re- 
gent, for ſetting up a molt filthy Idol in honony 
of YVengs, ſuppoled the Picture of 'Pan or Pri- 
aps, V. 13, (21ly) The Poſitive part,” He doth 
not-onely put down Idolatry, &. but he ſets 
op -and; Reſtores the- Splendour'.of Temple- 
Worſhip : *Twas his Grand-Father Rehoboam 
that turn'd Solomons Gold into Braſs 4 now A- 
(a tutns: Rehoboams Braſs into Gold, 1 Kin, 
15. 15. *Tis ſaid of Auguſtnrs Ceſar, | Romam 
Invenit lateritiam, Reliquit Marmoream, ) He 
foand Rome all of Brick, he left it all of Mar- 
ble : So it may be ſaid,as Rehoboam had turn'd 
Feruſalems Marble into Brick, ſo Aſa turns 
it back from Brick to Marble as Solomon had 
left it; *Twas a Wonder, that both Sodomy 
and the Worſt fort of Idolatry (to. wat, Pria- 
piſmy(honld be found among(t Mankind, (be- 
ing fo contrary to the Light of Nature, Rom, 
1.19, to 28, } but much more amongſt the 
onely profeſſors of Religion that were then 


npon Earth. H-re the Devils Defign had no- 
table _ 
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table Succeſs; yet behold as great a Wouder 
in the Churches Remedy, (as was in her Mala- 
dy) the Lord raiſes up a good Son ( Aſa;) from 
_ the Seed bf an evil Father ( Abijam, Jand from 
the Soil of an Idolarrous: Mother C Maichab ) 
and makes him to be fuch-anImpartial Reform- 
er, as he would not grant a Diſpenſation to 
his own Mother or 'Grand-Mother';'3 Kin. 
15.13: and 2 Chron.-15;/16, He-tmds her 
Unreclaimable fromi-her Idols in her' (elf, and 
very Influential uponithe People 3 Hereupon, 
the Law of God (in Command. 1. 2.) Prepon- 
derates\the Law of Nature, (Command, 5th.) 
Down goes her Idols from their Station; and 
her (elt from her Regency, becauſe his Heart 
was perfe&t with the Lord, 1 Kin. 15. 14s And 
as a Reward of his!/Covenant-Reformation, 
God gave him a glorious Victory over the 
preatelt Army that ever we read of in any Hi- 
{tory, to wit, a Thoutand Thouſand Z#thio- 
pians, who (likely) were cald in by the Ten 
Tribes (at the Devils Inſtipation) in Revenge 
of their Five Hundred Thouſand which Abi- 
jam had overthrown,” 2 Chron, 14. 9, to 12. 
God at good Aſa's Prayer Smote his Enemies, 
and (as the Word fignifies) TumbVFd them 
down Headlong : Aſa Reign'd long to do 
great and good things for the Church, There- 
tore the Devil (who did owe him an #l! turn, 
and had been hitherto under a Divine-Reftri- 
tion, which *o him is a grievous Vexation) 


at ® 
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at laſi gets leave to Towch hin with his Chur- 
liſh Touches, (as Fob 1. 41, 12.) to wit, in 
cauling,him(x.)to Connive at the Will-Wor- 
(hip in tae High-places,' miſ-devoted'for the 
Worſhip of God, (who had Confined it to the 
Temple; ) though he: Demoliſhed thoſe ſet 
up in honour of Idols, x Kin. 15. 13,14- this 
God graciouſly overlooks, beholding. Truth 
in his.Heart: God:tenderly covers &/z's Frail- 
ty with\the Mantle of ' Sincerity, which he 
would.not do for Unſound Fehx, though Ex- 
cellent things were done by him, 2 Kin.10.31, 
and inaſmuch as the Indulgency of 4ſz's God 
did draw a Grofſsline over all A4ſa's Weak- 
nels3. Satan loſt his Deſign in Tempting| hins 
to this Sin, andto the following alfo. (2.) To 
a Relyance on the King of Syria more than upon 
the Lord, 2 Chron. 16; 7, $, 9, Confidence 
on Man (an Arm of Fleſ+) draws off his Con- 
dence on God, (who gave him Victory over 
the Million of Abopians) Iſa. 31. 1, 2, He 
traſteth not God atall, who truſteth not God 
above and over all : Aſa Hires Benhadad with 
Sacrilegious Treaſure, unfaithfuly to break - 
his League with Baaſho, and brings a Wicked 
Enemy into Gods Inheritance : ( 3.) To that 
which was worlſe, even to the Impriſoning ot 
Hanani the Prophet, for reprooving him for 
his fin,v.10, 4ſa, inſtead of comming to Re- 
pentanceand calling for Mercy, in a great rage 
againſt his Faithful reproover, commands Re- 
verge 


& 119, WARuddb, Waſeeted bj Coll may 
venger (a) T'o'be as Hatſly to the People:as 
he-wad tothe Prophet] Tyrannically tramp 
Ihe:apoll gaole:thirprocefied/dgaintt his Fy- 
tan 226 YAhe:!! Lords! Propher, for. this-, 
God Nis hoeronely fad apgn his Kingdome 
tontifuat Wav. x4; '(burrupon himfelf rhe 
tharp Dilorous- Gor aw raiy! whertby God 
app one x clofer-frifoner by: the'Heelk 
inHi Bed v@&-with ltmoke Torturing Fetters! 
than heHiad'dine Gods Propher in Priſons 
Ther'($7 MiJetk,20'the'Phyſitians for Cure'of 
his Gout, tHdhot'to GIA, v.12. Thus falls he 
into his forties fin- of Creature-Contidence b 
He that def $hi2 outward ſirnitsfought e0- Beal 
haled,* aiidinot $0 God; wewinthis Himurt 
opts diy plane not 
depending thin the Lord Tor his Blefling) v 
i ag Means, No Wonder therkoge 
| that” this Diſeaſe Airuck ppward to! higBload 
and- Hedrt/4hd that his Hot Feet, carrie link 
to His'ColHGyave, v.13. Notwithitandingiall 
thoſe Filings the Devil loft his Detign,:f6t 
'is wore him probable; that 4/z repented 
before! he” Died Scemg (1 * God gave him 
this'commentable Chara@er, That his Heart 
Bur P&RY with the Lord #ll his Days, 1 Kin. 
15: 1472 Chron. 15. 17: arid 20, 32, and 

2) his People gave him 4/moft Honourable 
uneral, 2 Chron. 16.14: Which was denyed 
to Wicked Fehoram, Ch. 21. 19. and which 
| they wouldhot have done (m-that colily $o- 

I O tem- 
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lemnity) for 4ſa;'had he not. 'Repented and 
Reformed, to.be:thus Honoured at his Burial 4 
Yea. avd God:bleft himwith-a long Reign (d 
4AINv-1 3.)wherein he ſaw many Succeſhons 
and Changes' upon ithe Throne. of ithe Ten 
Tribes, who were all ſpecdily. xopted out by 
their Idolatry; whereas good Ala,was long E- 
Kabliſh'd upon his' Throne by his [True Piety, 
in Deſpight of the Devil ; leaving his godly 
Son FJehoſaphat (the'4th, King )to, ſucceed him, 
who prooved one" of'the beſt of the Pxinges. of 
Fiurdab, whom: God Stirred- up for a Farther 
Reformation of Rejigjon, and for a fuller Pre- 
ſervation of his Church, &c. 2 Chio. 17.4 
The Father was good, but the Son was better, 
inaſmuch as he Repented,when he was'Reproow 
ed, (which his: Father did not, but Raged)Ch, 
19. 2, 4+ where the Son ( Feb ſucceeded bet- 
ter than his Father ( Hanani,,) Ch. 6.7, Now 
' fox this his great Gqodnels the Devil envycd 
him,tinding him more fqrward and'tgrth-put- 
ting, in religion and: reformation. than” his Far 
ther, - Hereupon $atan ſets upon; his qver-good 
Nature, arid - over-facile Diſpofition, ſeduces 
him. into an Aftnity with, Wicked, 4bah, 
1 Kin.22. 44. to a Match *twixt Fehoram his 
Son, and Athaliab Ahab's wicked Daughter, 
2 Kin. 8. 18, and to a Courtly Complyance 
in Ababs Waring againlt Syria, which had 
like to have coſt him his lite, 1 Kin. 22. 2,4, 
.21. Here the Devil.had Entangled good Fe- 


hoſ- 
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God: was highly Diſplcaſed with him, and 
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boſapbat into moſt deſperat Dang#; but God 


Diſappoints the Devils Deſign :* Fehoſaphat 
ed ont, that is, to the Lord, 1 Kin. 22:32 * 
ahd the Lord Helped him, 2 Chron. 18.31." Sg 
be returned to his Houſe in Peace, Ch. 19, I: 
which his Ally 4hab did not, as Micaiah forc- 
told him; 3'K2n.'22. 28. finding if True (but 
too late) that &' whole Council (of falſe Pro- 
phers eſpeetally) may Err,'in telling him the” 
contrary Done; is.2, Brand pluck'd 
ot of the Fire, {0 dare not do'as he had done, 
7 Chron. 19. 4. and 1 Kin, 22, 49; He now* 
fays at Jerufalem.makingno more any court-! 
ly goings 6n Progreſs to Samatia, 2 Chron: 
19. 4+ This-good Man made Peach, wich bad. 
Abab the' Father, 2 Chton,''19, 3. and with' 
bad 4baziah the Son, Ch.'20. 35. but better. 
he had tiot:done ſo; for God was deeply Dil-* = 
pleaſed with it, therefore was Wrath wpon bit, 
2'Chron. 19.2. A Man had betterbe'4t Vas 
fance with'all the World, than with: God and 
his own Confcierice:He that parts with his in- 
ward peace tb purchaſe the outward,pays too 
a rate for itzone may buy Gold too dear, 
& Fehoſaphat did for his Defircd and Detign- 
6 Gold. While his Converſation was Godly, 
God bleſt him with a moſt Signal Victory ovet 
Moab, Ammon, and Mount-Scir, 2 Chro.19.20. 
then God was highly pleaſed with him 3 but 
when his Confederacy was once wicked, then 


broke 


196 The t7,Plot 4gainſtt be Ghups Cl) 
broke bis-Ships. fora. i foe very; Flarhpus (be-, 
fore ſetting Gr NrOPFs: 2 Chrong| 
nh LE ; the hor a Hopler ſprerold wc 
T7. is fore-warning,. thou 
Hraziah anY HPF him tq A hy ny As) 
HA upep the, miſcarriage, ok the 1/, 
to be ondly a. Snag ( Tot ing. the 
Hand of G againlt it) yutiJe 45 would, 
notzfor upon-the Prophets, af e Repeated: 
and Refwſed,1 5A AA, 49. be dave not Ven-, 
ture upon a 24, Expedition, wheg:Godhad, 
Blaſtcd the. firſt. ayd though Wicked Abp: 
ziah would not. hehold be Hand of 1God in, 
his Jud gements, yet good Teboſaphat beard the 
Voice of the Ro \Mic. 6. 9.;and kneyy,that, this 
Ercaking, Blaſt came from God, (mbo boldah 
the IWinds in his Filts, Prov. 30. 4+); and.that; 
- it came; from'Gods Faithfulnels,. Bſal,1.1947 5, 
who will not. pxoſper.the evil Enterprizes df 
his own Children : Thus /the.Devil.loſt his 
Deſi gn againſt Jebeſaphat, (ag 6 Fboghs loaf 


bis about-Gold z..). and thou A 
New Plots againſt the Church, by, the fellows 


ing Kings,of Zudah, ( tindin hem fitter Ine: 
fixuments for Pot than theig =; athcrs,)y& 
did the Lord Laugh them to Nothing 3 m, thoſe 
better Kings whom God Raig'd up to deliroy 
the Devils ,Deſigns : *Tis,, true, Fehoram, 
(the 5th. King) ot a pious Father,was an,im- 
pious Son, than whom a worſe could hardly 
be found, who (being an Idolater, _—_ all 
uc h) 
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ſth) laid the Foundation of his Kingdom in 


the Blood of his Brethren, becauſe. as Rabbing 
ſay) they Walked in the good ways of Febeſq- 
phat, ahd would not yield. to his Idolatrics : 
Aibaliah, Vis Wifc (who was now the Feng 
bet of Jeruſalem) ſtirred him yp to all Villany, 
2 Chron. 31.4, 5, 6, 13, yet all this moved 
not God to. gratitie the Dep caſting, off 
hi people.” Oh the, yerning ot Divine Bowds 
in that, [ Howbeit the Lord would not do it | but 
preſerv'd a, Lamp or Light for the Church, 
v. 7. out of which chere came at. length thac 
Sun of Righteouſneſs the Loxd Jeſus, that light 
of the World 3 and the Devil 1n Feboram (hall 
not carry-it without a Controul trom Heaven, 
both C1,) by that Letter brought to him from 
one that was then in Heaven,.'v. 12, to Con, 
vince him of, and to Confound him for his A- 
bominable, Impiety 3- which Writing (fome 
ſay} an Angel-handed to him out of Paradiſe 
to his greater Confulion, not unlike the hand 
writing, upon the Wall in Be/ſhazzar's Palace, 
Dan. 5.. and - (2) by the ftroke-wherewith tbe 
Lord (from Heaven) ſmote him in his Bowels, 
v. 18, Which incurable Diſeaſe and torturing 
Malady .latted Two full Years, v, 19. a long 
tine to lye under intolzrable Torment 3 and 
yet all this was but a typical Hell, and a tore- 
talt of Eternal Miſery prepared*tor him, who 
was all that while an incorrigible Wretch he 
lived wickedly, and died wiſhedly :; There was 
Q 3 no 


no Heating = his A _ as heh Gr his 
Soul : he ve died undex the Diſpleaſuxe both of 
God and Men ," for be Departed without being 
"Deſired. v. 20. his Subjects had no Bowel; for 
him. who had nd Bowels for then,,(much leſs 
for his own Brethren whom he flew) 8 who 
died loath{omely of a. Diſcaſe jn bis Bowels ; 
therefore _ afford, him neither, Subjcs 
Tears, not al Tomb : Be Wiſe now there- 
fore, Oh ye Kings, 8c. Pſal. 2. 11, 12. Fugite 
ergo Reges, ejuſmodi exitun,  fugiendo bujuſ- 
modi Dortttins' faith Ambroſe > Overthrow 
not your ſelves and your Houſes by lifting up 
your Horns on high againſt God. 

Neither did Ahaziah, Azariah,  Teboahax, 
(that»Man of Three names) the 6th. King of 
Fudah, fare better,becauſe,he prooved ſa bad, 
though by a marvellous Providence he was 
ſerved - (as a Lamp promiſed to David ) rom 
the Rigid Murders of the Ragged Argbians, 
2 Chron. 21, 17. with Ch. 22. 1,6. he was 
made King by the chief City of 'the King- 
dom, the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, while Fw 
ram lay miſcxably under the Gripes, and not 
minding the matters of Succeſſion. . Notwith- 
ſtanding the Kindnels both of God, in his Pre- 
ſervation, and of Men in his Preferment : > be 
alſ; walked in Wicked ways,” wicked Athaliab 
(his Mother,), and other wicked ones being 
his Counſellers"to do wickedly to bis own Deftru- 
&ion, 2 Chron, 22. 3» 45» He Oy 
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with his-wicked Cozen Fehoram of Iſrael,inthe- 

War againſt: the Syrians; whetcin his Cozen + 
being 'wounded, went. to be Cured of | his 
wounds. This curſed Sprig of Athaliah goes 
to Complement him.and to Condole with him, 
which coſt him his life by the hands of furious 
Jehu,whom God raiſed-up to Ruine and Root 
out Ahabs curſed Family, 2-499: 14, 15, 
16, 27. and 2 Chron. 22.7, 8, 9, Thus as he 
had joyn'd with Fehoram in Sin,he was joyned 
with him in $lazghter, and that by the Ap- 
pointment 'of 'God, even at a time of great 
Joy and Jollity for the recovery of Ramoth- 
Gilead, 'Wicked Men are taken in an-evil 
Net at the worſt, and when they never dream 
of Deſtrution 3 Sic Dews, quos Deſtruit, Des» 
mentat So God Infatuates them, betore their 
fats] Foil and Fall come upon them : and 'tis 
Remarkable, no place muli ferve wherein 4- 
haziah (hall be ſlain, but Gwr.by Iblaim, where 
(tis ſuppoſed )his Father Feboram had {lain his 
Brethren, (as Ahab had done Naboth at Fez- 
reel,) thither did he flye, and there Divine 
Vengeance (which purſued) overtakes him 3 
yet receiveth he Courtelie from FJehoſaphats 
Duſt : Hylineſs bath its Honour even in Unholy 
Hearts ; We tor his good Grand-Fathcrs ſake 


had a Royal Sepulchre and Funeral : Upon 
which, his Wicked Mother Athaliahb {in the 
7tb. place) Uſurps the Kingdom, by whom the 
Devils tixſt Deſign was to Root out that Race 
whcre- 
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whereof Chriſt was to. be Bozo; Gbten,dd 10. 
, but the great God did; Counterwank.hins! 
who had hisCompathonate and PloysPrincels.! 
Feboſheba, (the godly Priefts Wife; FT even in- 
this badAge;fuch were in ſo much-&' {6 good. 
eſtimation, as: Kings Married! their, Dabgh- 
ters to them, 2 Kin &1.2, ) AstheDepil had 
his Zezebel Athaliahs to cut-off all Com- 
petitors that ſtood. m their way: '/That: Old 
promiſe, Gene 49,10, The Scepter ſbatl:not de- 
part from Judah; &c,. and the late promile of: 
Preſerving David a Lamp, &c.._1 Kin 11: 36. 
Spoil'd all Satans Engines and Ende4vours, by 
Vertue hereof Feboſheba Sacredly as well as Se- 
cretly, ſtole ' young Foaſh out: of the Royal 
Nurſery, nourilh'd him up in the Temple Six 
Years $: ſo long lay he hid not onely in the 
Houſe, but alſo in the Hand of the Lord from 
Athaliabs bloody 'Hands * All this time that 
wicked Woman (being Devoted to; Defiru- 
&ion as. one of Ahabs Family) not onely c- 
ſcapes Jebu's Hand, but was ſpared Seven. Y. 
to: Revel in more miſchief for the puniſh- 
ment of the peoples,fin; but bythe pious and 
prudent Contrivances.of good Febyiada (in 
Subordmation to. Gods providence)\fhe was 
brought to condign Puniſhmeot, andthe reght 
Heir. Foaſh (at Seven. Y. 01d): Inthron'd tobe 
the 8th. King. & Bebold how low ' Davids 
promiſed Lamp was Redaced, even to: one 
Suckling Child, yet the promiſe is made good 
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c.17: in Judab, defeated by God, vor” 
in Deſpigho of the” Devit-and this Deviliſh - 
Woman, who ſought his 1ife alſo, as Hwwds 
did the Holy Child Juſus's:: «F fo foolifie #'! 
is to Fight againſt God and his Prorviſes is 
This 8+h.King Foafh, Feboiada had 10 fooh- 
er bronghtto the Crown, but he brought his 
ple into-the Covenant, 2 Kin. 11, 12,17. 
Foaſh repairs the Temple (bis Sanctuary for' 
Six'Y..as well as Gods, )-and Rules well under 
the Tutorage of his good- Uncle, and reforms 
all that were deformed:no fooner was: Fehoiada 
Dead, but his cringing - Courtiers Debauch 
him,'2 Chron. 24. 17. he forgets God, for- 
ſakes -his Temple, and'falls mto open Idola- - 
try, 7.'18. yea, and outof monſtrous Ingrati- 
tude falls foul upon Zeehariah the Son of Fe- 
hoiada (to whom he did owe both his life and 
his Kingdom )and ſtones him- to Death, for 
no. other-fault but for his Dealing faithfully 
with him, v.20.21,22, In his Reign Obſerve, 
God was at the beginning, the Devil in the 
middle, and God again at the end : thus the 
Devil is hedg'd in both before and behind by 
the Almighty God, fo that he cannot carry it 
as he would 3 for though he play'd his pranks 
after Jehoiada's Death in the latter end of Fo- 
ah Reign, yet God will bring up the Rear, 
looks pon him, and requites him according to 
Dying Zachary's Prayer: ' for 1. the Syrians 
are the Executioners of Gods Vengeance, and 
Deliroyed all his flattering Svcophants that 


had 
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. had Seduced him,-v.:17, 23, 24- though'the 
Syrian Army was but a ſmall Company, 2. God 
plagued him with fore Diſeaſes contracted 
(poſſibly) by the wounds he had received : 
3. God gave him upto be Treacherouſly ſlain 

by bis $ervants, becauſe; he had Conſpir'd the 
Death of his faithful Servant Zechariah, v.25, 
Thus though the: Beginning ſhould be Satans, 
(as in. Fob's Caſe) yet the End will be the 
Lords, Fam.5.11. Neither did it fall out better 
with his Son Amaztiah, (the 9th. King,) who, 
though in his beginning, did works that were 
materially good, yet prooved not ſo formal- 
ly and eventually; no ſooner departed be'from 
God, but his Subje&s hearts departed from 
him, 2 Chron. 25, 14, 16, God gave him up 
| to Worſhip thoſe very Idols of Edom, which 
could not deliver them out of bis hands,v. 15, as a 
juſt Puniſhment of his Pride and Hypocrifie, 
and prooving Unreclaimable at the reproof of 
Gods Prophet, he was told by him, | I know 
that God hath Determined to Deſtroy thee, | 
v.16, 57 An Uncounſcllable perſon hath Gods 
Brand for Deſtruction put upon Him : N9 
ſooner had he abuſed his Vidtory (God gave 
him over Edom) to groſs Idolatry with their 
Idols, but "God rais'd him up a Scourge, even 
the Cedar of Iſrael, to Tread down this proud © 
Thiſtle of Fudah, v. 18, 22.and to plunder Fe- 
ruſalem.: After this he ſpent his time ſordid- 
ly, ſerving falſe Gods without remorſe. Here- 
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pon he falls under the Univerſal Hatred of 
bis] Peg xyborn he had ſubje&ed to ſo mneb 
miſery by fond Challenging of Foaſh,)they 
Uhnimenty Confpire againſt him, Vi27s for- 
ces Hit to flee from. Jeruſalem to L for 
his Cafe ety, they Tl him and ſlay him. Thus 
ended the Devils Inftrucrent ſtxument (1 = Corrupting 
the Church,) who had (indeed) a fair Beginy 
ning, but in his latter end did notoriguſly As 
poſtatize, Neither did Vzziab or Azariab his 
Son, (whom gll the People of Judah made the 
30th. King in his ſtead, 2 Chron.26.1.)make 4 
better Eng: 'Tisno good Commendation that 
is given him | That he did according to all that 
bis Father Amaziah bad done, 2.Kin. 15. 3. 
they both began fairly, but cnded foully. This 
| Definit in piſcem | or bad Ending,marrs many 
a Mans better Beginning z TOh how many 
Toung {eeming Saints become no better than 
O14 Incarnate Derils at the laſt. Thus Vzzi- 
ab at the fixlt was wholly taken up in Conful- 
ting, with God, while Zachariab the Prophet 
fn his Houlhould-Chaplain, and as long as be 
bt the Lord, God made him to Proſper, 
2 Eb. 26.4, 5, $. God Helped him againſi 
all his Enemies, v. 7. God uſually deals with 
Men as they deal with him thoſe that Honour 
bim, be doth Honour them, 1 Sams. 2. 30, and 
God ſtrengthened bim exceedingly, V. 8, 15. 
This {welF'd him up into Arrogancy and Im- 
pudency, 2416. his ViRtorics and magnificenge 
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thbde' film proid;” than was he becomes fir 
Tnſteanent for'the Devit! 6 "DE 6h God 
Worthip'in the Chitrch bart 'of CudbſitY td 
Tyſvleney he invades*the Priefts'Offite; Cem- 
boewd-hereunits,becatife He' had Matryed 


Wh the Daughter" of 'Zadok * the” High- 
ieft'/'2-Kin. 18.337) Tha 'the Sid 
ſpas #1 By Face, that height be a{hinjed,and 
others wirned : God'ſmote bins with Leprofie, 
2' Obr»."26: 18, 19; and at that time ' (faith 
Foſephns, was that Terrible EartH-quake, 4- 
mor 1.1; Zech. 14. 5. even while his Wrath 
was hot againſt the Holy Pricſts, who with- 
ſtood him', Gods Wrath waxed Hot againſt 
him, and taking their part, (as he did their 
Office ) he makes a Leprotic immediately to 
riſe up in his Forehead; and ſo by preſutnjbg 
to-go into the Temple farther than he'fhould, 
did” lofe that I;berty which before he had : 
This Arrogant Ac did not only caſt him out 
of the- Houle of God, but alſo out the Holy 
City , (for Lepers by the Law were to live by 
themſelves, Levit. 13. 46.) Yea, and at laſt 
caſt him out of the World, who was then 
Buryed in ſome By-corner of the: Kings Bury- 
3ng-places for they ſaid, He was a Leper,2Chro. 
26:20, to 23. leaving his Son Fotham to Suc- 
ceed hirn as the 11#h. King, who did learn tc 
beware from his Fathers Harm,He entered nor 
-into the Temple (to Ufurp the Prieſts _} 
2 Ch701.27.2, though Sonſot the Prieſts Sceo, 


ot 


| 


of tha-Daulghter off Zadoky, 2: Kinz 253335 
Then did: Davids Larkhp{God promis'd him) . 
buro- baighter 'thari befoxe, notwithſtanding 
all'th&:Devils blaſts. againſbit' x. for Fab 
was! god . Princcli und: did that yohjeh:was 


right: 4/4 +be ſig/e Wftqeþe) Linrth, 2 540 batk(for 


Matter” Miriner;{Motwwapand:Endl3irhet had 
thisverfLawp.cne filthySrhafiin'tdogankdn 
its ſplendour 'andiploryw tewit,io Ebel Hight 
Places were not Remiovedy 1. 35s Ahdtha:Beb- 


ple-did: Chrrnptly, 52 Oltiro. 27.21 hadk/Fathane 


removed-thoſe High+plades,*he-b4d prevent» 
edithe.peoples cortuption { -Qh- Haw: handy 
lyZomes off a thorfugh Reformation Its 
with the:good Kings; (an Lars thofe 

-plages) a$-it was! with ifonathansySignal 
wake Two. wheredt tel thort, and Jutzone 
beyendthe Mark, z Sem20.36. fawbtreione 
of tamtbot-hometouhe; Mark of the Divine 
lofitition, as Hezo>;h.and Foſiah did; mary 
{hors \1 K i, #4. f4rand 2: Kin. 1233-221d 
15. 4, 5-\and Here; wittcas:they ſhbuld' have 
removed- not vnely--#hafs:for: IdoE-Worſkip, 
(as;they:did) but alle tba(t. for Gods) Wor- + 
ſhip tooziaccording to GoPsLeftitutiong; Dew. 
12:5;0,111. Thoſe: High-places untemaved 
was asthe Neſt-Egg:'ta maketheHew okYill- 
Worthip'and Idolatry £0. xeturn agatr;; when 


' his Son. Abaz (the-12! King) ſucceeded, who 


brought'in all the Ido/dtry: of the Kings :of W- 
racl,” 2 Chron. 23S. 2. 'and went beyond the 
worlt 


206-The17.Plot aginſ} the Churic:15, 
worltrof them all in-his Wickedriefs; for 1; he 
burnt. his Childrenin tbe; Fixes, v. 3. it Honour 
of :Moloch, which was the Devil, Pſa. 20637; 
Sorne he cauſedto pats onely.throughithe fire 
to-purge:thetn from evil; as the Papiſts ſend 
then Friends to theit ſuppoſed Fire'c fpurgo- 
tory, which (they /their Mafles make 
them paſs through to Heaven. 2: He ſet-up 
the Altar'of Damaſoxy ini the place: of Gods 
Altar, (which he thyuft'into a by=corner ot 
of the; way) by the help of Urijah (that Tem 
-porizing {-ParafiticalPrieft, a fit Helve: for 
ſuch! an Hatchet,) and; Ahaz approached; his 
New 'Altar, and birnt bis Offerings upon it, &ci 
Uryah \uffering him ſo to do, whereas 4z4- 
riah (afar better Prieſt) would not permit his 
Grand-Father Vzz3ah (a far better King)to 
todo {o;'2 Chron.26.18: 2 Kin.16,10.,to 16; 
3. 'He did wickedly as be could, with both 
Hands earneſtly, Mic. 7.3. as it afraid to be 
ont-done by others, and as it he had been delis 
vered to Work all Abomination, Fer. 7. 1. 
He took long ſtrides toward Hell, which did 
- gape for him;and was but a little before him 
Uzziab{his Grand-Father) was ſmitten with 
bodily Leprofie tor the Like Sin ( of Invading 
the Prieſts Office, but 4haz, was ſmitten with 
a worſe Judgment,to wit,with ſuch;an hard- 
neſs of Heart, that he became ſo ſtubborn and 
fiff-necked even in the time'of bis diftreſs, as 
he would rather Break than Bend, 2 my 
| 28, 


28:2 2« Adding Repellion to bis Bin, Job 3447+ 
and Jex- 48.44 Hereupon the Lord ſet a black 
Brand: pon. him, as upon. Cain, Gey. 4. 154 
uponiDathan, Numb. 26.9. and here upord 
him,. || This i that: King Abaz, } and all fot 
his Stabbornelſs : this is that ſtigmatiz'd Beaſt, 
and ſtinking Belialiſt with his! Mark of Igno+ 
miny;/2:Chron. 28, v«2%, t0'25« provetialg 
the Lord to Anger, &«c.; and (as he provok 
the Lord, ſo) his own Subjeds to Anger;inſos 
much as they vouchſafed not- his Dead Body = 
a Royal Sepulchre, v.[27, :: Notwithſtanding 
all this, The. Devil caynot. Run down-the 
Churds ivy Fudabby ſuch a[Dangerous Inftrus 
mept.fiilks ftog God. riles.up Hezekzab (the 
13thKing) to Mndoealt that his Father (4- 
haz.) had done; by the Help of his godly.Mos 
_ ther | Abiah,d. whoſe:Pirty could not prevail 
upon her 'Husbands ;Pertindcy, yet had {het 
good Inſtruftions a moſt Blefſed Influence up- 
on her Tender Son, 2 Kin. 18.2. and-2'\Chro, 
29. 1, 2-i;Here the Rule | Partus ſdquitny ven- 
zrem, The Birth follows the Belly, ] holds 
good-: as Ahaz had fiood like a Pricking 
Thitile betwixt Two Fragrant Roſes, his good 
Father: Fotham, and his godly Son Hezekjab, 
ſo Hezekjab ſtands up like a Freſh: Sprin 
after a (harp Winter, and (by the good Har 
of God upon him) brought the Ship of -the 
Church in 7#dab, from a Troubleſome, ftor- 
my and Tempeſtuous Seca, into a Safe and 
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Quiet: Harbour accordin "bo the bignificati: 
&n.of his Nani, | Hez&ht The Lond was 
hisfixength; infomuch that 8 obtained fans 
dry/bamous Remarques (better than the: Brand 
by u.ldack Coal oft Abaz)apon him: as (1.)his 
aegletiing no time uv; his Generation-Wotk;, 
berdallo: upon Reforming Religion inthe firti 
rd in the Firſt Year, im the Firt Month; 

he-Firft Day'of the Month, and> oh' the 
Fit&-Day ' ot” his Reign, even immediately 
upoi his Cotonation-Day , ' 2/ Chron. 29, 
3»'45 5,17. - This kezdoth effect by Conveta- 
tiay an Aſlembly,'or $ynod; or Council of god- 
ly-Pricfts and Levites;-'(whomhis Hohbroul 
Farther. had toxged-from- their/!Templo-Ser- 
| vicd):to! which Convocation this pious'Prince 
mhle a prudent; pithy, and'pious Oration:; 
he removes thoſe Higb-Placer, (that 
Neſ{idEgg ot Idolatry) which the'beſt of his 
Predeceflors could never' remove.and'the Bras 
zes $erpent which Molcs bad mud,"6H6 notifor an 
objxe& of 'Wothip, but-for means of a Cure) 
heiake itn pieces,when abuſed to:Idolatry, 
caltiog, it (when {d broken) Nebwſhtan, alittle 
poor paltry: picce of Bra(s, for the thatncing 
of luch as had {o:dored upon it,'+2\ Kin. 15; 
4154 * His:Confidence in God was the Cauſe of 
Courage 1n ſo doing, who could not but 
expalt Oppoſition'at-\uch an Antient Reliques 
Depoſition , it being now about-J3o Y.old ; 


Fiat jutitia, etfi' Calum Ruat > Daty muſt be 
done 
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done, whatever be its Conſequences./(2.) His) 
iſmg early the next morning. ( after his Godly 
Speectyto his Synod of'Divines) to calka>Par- 
liament; the Repreſentatives:of the Kingdom, 
with'whom(afterſeeking Reconciliation with 
God by-his-Attonement-Offering for the late: 
Apoſtacy:): he conſults '2-Chron;30.2: the'bet-: 
ter to effect his intended Reformation; 2/Chro.: 
29. 20,21, &c. and: with whoſe:Concatrence 
he' not! onely. accompliſheth-'the-Removal of” 
the High=places , * and : of the! Brazen-Serpent! 
( aforeſaid )*but - alſo the :cleatfing of the. 
| Templenud:Kingdomcof allithe Jdols, and of 
alt cheir/Ttmkets;-Trafh, and:Trumpery ; he; 
would leavemothing| behind .chat might make: 
Idolaters hbpe for: a' deſired day of return, 
2: Chron.”2.9; 15; 16, 18, 19.and chap. 31. x. 
(5 Oh tRat our Reformers' had caſt all Komiſh 
Reliques to the Town-ditch, or:-Kidron;. The: 
(3d:) famous Remarque is his conſenting/to an 
AR- of - Parliament for keeping, a | Paflover 
according. to:God's Law , and - ittviting his 
Brethren of the Neighbour-Kingdom there- 
unto, 2 Chron. 30.1, 5, 6. at which Celcbra- 
tion this ' good King (1) prayed beartzly for 
the people, that God would pardon their Un- 
preparedneſs; and (2) be fpake comfortably to 
the Minifters,to encourage them in their work 
(> Oh how-few ſuch Princes are found in the 
world ! Therefore hatly he the hogour of a 
None-ſuch-3 None like Hezekiah, before him, 
P (2. 
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(among all theKings of F»dah nor after him, 
1. tor bimiracutous Healing-Prayer, 2 Chroh, 
30.20.and 2. for bi early Eſſay of Reformation, 
(beginning the firſt Y; (and day) of his reign, 
but Fofteh began in his: cighth, 2 Ghron« 34-3» 
. 3. nEither is it found that any other K..lo pre- 
vajled- with God as he did, 2 King.1 9-15. and 
20.25)all three conſidered, make him a None-ſuch, 
No wonder tb the Devil look upen all this 
with an covious;Eye, {o falls to work tn his 
plotting againſt him, and (1) he:ftirs upSe- 
nacherib (whoſe Father Salmanezer had capti- 
vated:the Teo Fribes, 2 King-17:3.)-to come 
and beleagure: Fernſalem, chap.18,17 Obſerve 
the Time when the. Devil did thigs. 'twas, af- 
ter theſe things, + Chron. 32. L.; to wit, 1s 
mediatcly after H-zekjab had ſet all things in 
order *(by. the Advice of his Grand Counal) 
both in Church and State, and immediately 
atter the glorious Celebration of the Paſſeo- 
ver 3 Up comes. Senacherib with his Axmy.and 
thaught to ſwallow up Fxdah, as his Father 
lad Ifrael 3 | He thought to min them for him- 
felf, } but did this detigne of the Devil take ? 
No, the Lord laugh'd zt to Nothing for He 
ſent by Angel , v. 21. (at Hezekzab's Prayer, 
2 King. 19. 154 35+) in that very night, when 
they were preparing, for a ſtorm the next 
morming, who {mote (with a Plague) 185000 
of them, with their Leaders, Captains, and 
mighty men of Valour, 2 Chroz. 32. 21. and. 
Railing 
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Railing Rabſhakeb among,. if 'not above the 
relt, ' his abominable Vlaſphemics againſt 
the: God" of” I/Fael, (for we hear no more of 
him) yea, and Senacherih himſelf hardly c- 
ſcaped, havi his head. and beard ( as the 
Rabbins ſay) ſmged by. the fire of God,accor- 
ding to 1/a, 33.11, 12. However, his Preſer- 
vation from the ſtroke of Gods Angel, was but 
a reſervation tor the ſtroke of his awn Sons.;. for 
he returning with ſhame of face tO his own land,” 
2 Chron. 32.21, as he was worlhipping Nif- 
roch his 'Tucclar God, (to whony he aſcribed 
his preſervation) his two, cldeſt Sons (that 
came forth out of bis own bowels and yet neither 
of ther having bowels for their own Father, 
nor awe to his 1dol.) conſpire together, and 
{more him with the Sword even im the very 
at of worlbipping a God that could not 
ferns him, 2'Kin.19.37. As this fatal 
nd of - Senacherib founds a loud Alarm to all 
proud and: blaſphemous Princes and Perſons, 
{o it diſcovers their' Vaſſalage and Slavery 
(far worſe than that of the Twrks ) toa curſed 
and cruel Mafter, who loves Treaſons, - but 
hates Traitors : As it is molt ſure that Satan 
ſtirr'd up Senacherih to war againſt the Chrrch 
of God, 0 *tis no lefs fare that he alſo firr'd 
* thoſe his two Sons-to murder their own 
ather ;, tor be is a Murderer fromthe beginning, 
Joh.8.44. Such as dare be his Drudges and 
do his deviliſh work, can- expect to __ - 
| P 2 a 


2.8. The Y 6.Plot againſt i be Chr, want 
laſt no better than ſui Fi der liſh, Wages : Oh 
who would wear tus curſed Livery ? (21y.). 
When Satan faw himſelf batfled 


| faw | in Senacha- 
rib (his Extrinfick, Engine) againſt Hezekiab, 
he. makes an” Experiment of an Infrinfick,, 
in tempting him” to Pride and Sclt-admirati- 
on; This he ſuccelsfully effefts in* the mat- 
ter of the Erhballad! urs of Babylon , wherein 
God left bim to himſelf to let him ſee what was 
in bit heart, 2 Chron.32.25.31. The occaſion 
and opportunity of the Temptation,was this : 
Hezekjah had been mortally lick of the Plague, 
(that had ſeized upon his Vitals) and he had. 
(likely)the Tokens alſo,ſo that in humane appre- 
2 henſion a | Miſerere mei | was writ upon him, 
he was a Dead Man , yet at his Prayers and 
Tears God gives him a new Leaſe of his Life, 
(even a Leaſe of two Lives _) two Seven, 
years, and one more, to wit, Fifteen years 3 
{othat 1/t, his Recovery | in three days | was 
miraculous, by a Cataplaſm or Plailter of 
Figs applied to his Carbundcle 3 21y. to him 
alone *( and to none <l(e in Scripture ) God 
makes known'the term and period of his 
Life.” 3ly. As a figne of his ſudden and ſupcr- 
natural Cure, _ of his ſuper-added term of 
Life ., The Sun in the Firmament muſt not 
know the time of his going down, that Heze- 
kiah might know his. 4ly. The Caldeans ob- 
ſerving how the Sun (their God) had hono- 
red him in its retrograde motion, came 680 
| | miles 
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miles to hotiour him in their Courtſhip and 
kind Congratulation. ' Aff theſe Foxer peculiar 
Privitedges "tickled * his Tepraved: Nature 3 
God (tor this once) withdrawing, and Satan 
improving , blows up this Bladder of Pride, 
and makes him ad like a petty God within 
himſelf, without dependency upon his God ; 
he ſhews the -Embaſſadors all his Treaſures, 
2 King.20. 12,13. Hereby Gold-thirſty Ba. 
bylon knew where to: have a. full Draught, 
where to have a fit and fat Booty ; Oh ſublime 
Folly ! yet the Devil is diſappointed of his 
deſigne , God forlakes not Hezekzah utterly, 
Pſal; 119.8. but ſends Iſaiah to prick, this 
Bladder, lets Pride out of his heart, ( which 
had been lifted up not as Fehoſaphat's in the 
ways of God, 2 Chron. 17. 6. but in ſelf-ad- 
miration and Ambition, which is the work 
of the Devil, Ch. 32.25.) Hereat Hezekiab 
is hxmbled, hearing how his Oltentation con- 
tributes to the Babyloniſh Captivity, 2 King. 
20.16.15, Satans Snare is broken, and hy 
Soul is delivered,Pſal. 124.7. For the very laſt 
thing we hear of Hezekiah, is of his goodneſs, 
2 Chron. 32.32, But the Devil olaid a bet- 
ter Game upon his ſon Manaſſeh ( the 14th 
King) -whom he wrought and brought up to 
become a ſinner of the largeſt ſize, 1. in his 
Defying of Gaal, 2. in his Deſtroying of Men, 
3+ in his Deifying of Devils 3 yet loſt he his; 
' Game at laſt, though it laſted longeſt, Manaſ- 
F P 3 eh 
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ſeb having, the longeſt Reign we read of in the 
Holy Hiſtory, even 55 years, .2 Kin,2+.1. to 
12. 16,. 2 Chrong3+ 4+ £0 10. This De- 
gennexate Plant of .a. noble Vine, this Manaſ- 
ſeh was a matchleſs man in fin; and quickly 
made mad work, turning all upſide down 
he Deformed all his good Father had Refor- 
med ;” yet ( as Romanifts do ) under the 
notion of the Old Religion, and thereforc 
by all means muſt be done : Notwithftand- 
ing AfﬀiQion tamed this wilde Aſs,this Mon- 
ſter of men, ſtop'd him in his Career, yea, 
brought him home to God, verſe 11, 12,@c. 
and he that had out-faced Heaven in his. fin, 
comes to hide himſelf among the Thorns , as 

I Sam. 13. 6. in this lurking hole his fr 
findes him out, (and God for his-lin ) Namb. 
32.23. becauſe he would not find his own fin 
out 3 there he was taken, and put ento Fetter , 
and brought to Babylon 3 now beholding his 
Golden Chain of a'King changed into an Tron 
Chain of a Captive, he bethinks himſelf, and 
beſought the Lord, v. 12, thole ſanQiifn'd Fet- 
rers broke the Devils ſinful Fetrers 3 when the - 
Rod ſfpake, ' he heard it, Mic. 6. 9. who would 
not hear the Word, v. 10. though powerfull 
preach'd to him by 1ſaiah, Micab, Foel, 
bakkyh,, &c. the darkneſs of his Dungeon 
helps him to the Light of Gods Love; though 
he had caſt off his God,yct bis Ged had not caſt 
him offz Satan would have coached him to Hell 
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in Proſperity , but bis God laſhes him to Hea- 
ven by Adverfity : As he had ſinned greatly, 
ſo he humbled greatly, that there might be a 
proportion *twixt his ſinning and his-Sorrow- 
ing ; as he is humbled for ſin, fo is he quick- 
en'd to Prayer, wherein he comes with Fet- 
ters on his feet to his God, as diſtreſſed Ben- 
hadad did with a Rope about his neck to the 
merciful King, of Iſrael, 1 Kin. 20. 3x, 32. no 
ſooner did he find (through Grace) a Praying 
heart, but his God finds alſo a pitying heart, 
v.13. his God heard both his Prayer for him- 
ſelf, and Solomons Prayer for him, 1 —_ 
to51. Now is this deſign of the Devil dif- 
appointed , Manaſſeh is returned and reſtp- 
red to his Realm, as his Reformation ( #& 
bleſſed Evidence of his true Repentance )) 
was as large as his Deformation had been, and 
he moſt remarkably redzced his SubjeRts , 
(-whorp he had formally ſedzced out of the 
right Keligion ) into it again, v. 15, 16. as 
Litke 22.32, When he had reform'd effe&hu- 
ally, hedics religiouſly, and leaves Amon (an 
irrcligious ſon) to ſucceed him ( the 15th 
King of Judah) at 22 Y.of age : hewas old 
enough to take warning by his FathersExatn- 
ple, yet would not be warmed, but was rather 
hardened in his wickedneſs thereby , as 
thinking to take a long ſwing in fm (as Ma- 
naſſeh had done) and to repent afterward as 
his Father did 3 but Gods thoughts were 0- 
P 4 ther- 
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therwiſe, who neither. gave him the ſpace nor 
the Grace: of Repentance : This man, (that 
#reſpaſſed more . and. more .after” ſuch loud Pre- 
.nonitions, '2. Chron-33-23.,) was a fit Engine 
for the Devil, to xeſtore the Worlhip of thoſe 
Images his Father had only laid'aſide,and not 
turned , as he ſhould. have done, Deut. 7. 5. 
Inſtead of which (the R abbins ſay.) this Amon 
burned, the Law, of. God, adding Rebellion to 
his. Sin : * He iryitates. his Father in his Race 
39d. \Kage of t3n,but not in his Repentance for 
I. [God therefore {oon cut him off (as judg- 
wg at, high time aftcr a year, or two tryal 
by. hands of his Own Servants, 2 Kin. 21, 
be 3s which, Was Aa wicked adt in them, yet a 
Judgment from God : as he had confir'd 
with Satan ;0 deliroy the Church 3 ſo God 
ſuffers his Servants to conſpire his Detiruction. 
This {poil'd the Devils Plot , and yet it, was 
worle ſpoil'd by Fofiab his ſon , whom God 
PO, 'd up( the 16th King, Fo bc his Salvation, 
Cas his name,which was given him about 340 
po betor he wasborn,:1 King. 13.,2.: doth 
c) and, to þe.as.2 freſh Spring after a 


tcr = 5 Hezckjab after Ahaz ).,to 
i :, God had much.werk 
wn.to don _ Fe: time, theretore God 


Toon Temmoves. his wicked Father out of thc 
way,.and ſets.this. godly ſon upon the Throne 
berime,..at Eighe:Y. old God advances him 
tither and there hews him (as on a Stage) 
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" | -to'the World, as the wonder of the; World, 
Fofiah zealouſly lays out his Life until he was 
. 39 Y. old in Reforthing Religion,removing all 
| -he knew to be evil, and reſtoring all he.un- 
- .derſtood to be good, even all he could poſſibly 
do to divert the Deſolation of the Kingdom 
foretold by the Prophets, but then the Decree 
was-even ready to bring forth, Zeph. 2 3;{God 
turned not away from his Writh ,-2 Kings23. 
26, 27. he is unchangeably-reſolv'd on their 
utter ruine , becauſe the Peoples Reformation 
was but feigned, Jer. 3. 10. and 4. 3. God is 
abſolute in Threatning, becaufe reſolute ir 
puniſhing : .Now the Devil, being notori- 
ouſly enraged at Foſiah's glorious Reformati- 
on, tempts him to a Fool-hardy Raſhneſs in 
affronting Pharaoh Necho without any ;pro» 
vocation, and without couſulting the Lord 
by Feremiab, Zephaniah, &c. So he rulhes-up- 
on his own ruine, v. 29. and 2 Chron.;35.20; 
22,23. No doubtc,but the Devil had an-hand 
in the death of this pcerleſs Prince, wherein 
died alſo the Felicity of that Kingdom, - for 
whom all Fxdah and Feruſalem (as; they had 
good cauſe_) made great lamentation;v«24;25« 
yea, and *tis no leſs to be. doubted, /thar-Ga- .. 
had an holy hand(agthe Devil had a wicked) 
in ofiah's death , for now he who.ſtdgdrin 
the way of Gods Judgments, - was teqmoved; 
and now the way lay open for the Divine De= 
eree to bring forth , and for Gods: direful 
$1: 5:4 reat- 
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Thredtnings to raſtvin upon that ſmiful Na- 
tiow!! 'Yea, and 'God made good . Fofiah to 
Nie in Peace (according, to his Word, 2 King, 
-22.20,) though (through the Devils Temp- 
tation) he died in War; for 1. he died be- 
fore that gencral Deluge of Deſolation came 
on the Land, (as the next word explains it: ) 
2, He died ip Gods favour, though by the 
hand of an Enemy. 3. The tenderneſs of 
his Soul had made War to become Peace to 
him,his Humiliation had altered the very na- 
ture of Trouble. 4. He went then to Eyer- 
laſting Peace: The four Jaſt Kings were all 
wicked as Fehohaz. (the 17th King) Fofiahs 
younger Son,and beſt beloved of his Subjects, 
who therefore ſettPd him on the Throne, 
2 King. 23. 30. but for his ill reigning , at 
eight months end Pharaoh - Necho Depoſes 
him, and Diſpoſes of his Crown tg his elder 
Brother Eliakim., whom he named Fehoiakzim, 
V.34. who was a great Exadter, and got from 
his Subjects a greater ſum of Curſes than of 
Coin, v. 33. he was the 15th King,a Degene- 
rate Plant from Fofiah, who trembled at the 
reading of the Law, Ch.19.34. but this Son 

cut it in! pieces, Fer.36.23. and burnt it : He 
flew Uriah the Prophgs, Fer. 26.23. and 
would have lain Feremy and Baruch, but that 
the Lord hid them, Jer. 36. 26. For his wick- 
edneſs he was taken Captive by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, againſt whom he had rebelled, —"—_ 

| ain 
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ſlain in-the way,where he had the burial of an 
Aſs, Fer./22. 18, 19. His Son Coniab, or Fe- 
hazakzn (the 19th King,) is wicked alſo, Fer. 
22, 24. &c. and within three months ſurren- 
ders the City, got Quarter for his Life, and 
uſed kindly aftcr for his yielding; Ch. 2 4- 11. 
and 25. 27. Zedekiah ( the 20th ) whoſe 
Pride againſt God, 2 Chron. 36.12. and Per- 
jury to Nebuchadnezzar, prepared him for 
deſtxuQion, v, 13. Avd. there was-then a ge- 
neral Defc&ion both of Pricſt and: People 
now Gods wrath comes on them without re- 
medy, v.14.16. the Devil is well-pleaſed ( as 
God was diſpleaſed) to {ce the Temple burnt, 
and Judah carried Captive to Babylon. 


The Eighteenth Plot ec. 
CHAP. XVIIL 


OW when the Devil had got the 

N Church laid wafte in Judah and (as 
W it is expreſſed, in Scripture) buried 

in the Graves of Babylon, he' made as ſure 
work as he could to keep them down therez 
In order thereunto be made them Servants to 
Nebuchadnezzar and to bis Sons Evilmero= 
dach and Belſhazzar, as the Prophet Jeremy 
had foretold, Fer. 27.6,7. yet this was = - 
| ulh 
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calf che al of the Devil; but wwrb| 
the Lord;2 Chron.36.20, 21. unti] onely the 
Lapd' bad: enjoyed ber: Sabbaths 3” which *_ 
likewiſe been foretold ;- Levit. 26. 34, 35. 
and 23.32. Fer.25. 9 4>; and 29. 10. Dan. 
CORES ' The Land was eaſed of that wicked" 

t which brought upon it-Gods heavy 
Curſes, and it had been toyled and'tyr'd out 
with: continual Tillage, and ſo they, had gor 
out the very heart of it-to ſpend it apon their 
Lufts ( both ) 'in a Negle# and Contempt of 
Gods holy Sabbaths. (The good Lord divert 
from.us tho like Judgements (as an/utter ex- 
firpation) for the like fins : Oh how ſhould | 
our notorious Provecations make us weep over, 
and tremble at the Word of the Lord, Ezek, 
24.13;14; left Riine come upon us without 
Remedy,as upon Iſrael and Fudabh,whom Exze- 
kiel calls Ahab and” Abolibah, Ch. 23. 4. the 
Lewaneſi of both which God cauſed to ceaſe, as 
+ & Caution to: all Kingdems., that they may 

hear, fear, and do ſo no more, 7 40.49. and 

EZek-26. 51.58, 59. where the "rd! | 
is.xpreſſed more plainly, ( as in Ch, 6. af tis 


' ſpaken parabolically) yet this thugdering 
Lama God was pleg{ed moſt gracioufly to qua- 


lifie wich ſome ſerene Sun-ſhine of the Goſpel, 
V..; 60s: Nevertheleſs I will remember” my Cove- 
aants-'\ This fpoil'd the Devil's Plot ,-who 
thought the Cp now.put into the Churches 
hand ('in her Captivity )- was ſo deep, -and. 


WE: large, 
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. Large, Ezeke 23432. that it had, Ecernity;to;the 
- Bottom 3 but Gods Covenant: of Grace ſtop'd/ 
| her hitter Draught berimes., (not. by thy Cover: 
- | nant, to wit, of Works, made on Mount Sis 
ya.) but by my Covenant.to wit, of Grace,made 
| on Mount Sion,Ezek.16.60..to.63.,, This,der 
trays the Devil's defigne | of burying the 
Charch in the Babylough Grave of everaſting 
Obliwion,, which was as impoſſible as to keep 
Chriſt in- his Grave from-a Glorious: Reſwre 
reGiqn., AQ. 2. 24. Rom. 1.4. as the. literal 
Body of Chriſt (our Redeamer) ſo the myſu 
cal. Bady of Chriſt (ebony) $ Tt : 
Death inVigory, 1 Cor; 15.5 
Witneſſes.c; op be k em aovley. a 
Glaxious-Re/jerredtion,, Bev; L1410%.1 Fn 
how gladly Cohen Nevil have C.by;his A- 
ents.) kept Chriiſtfaft in the Grave, when, he 
=> xv him, there; ?.1 'Hereupon; his Inkeny 
meg (chaſe Kiln) procure a Commi 
49,do, that ; chr Oo the'S 
rh A! infecuing an and;leahng pp Chijits oY 
by Authority , Sq :they went and made 
the  Sepwlchre ſure, Matthi 27.66, and. now. the 


Devil dances upon the Grave of Chriſt, as 
thinking himſelf cock-ſure of, him. "but he 
that ſat in Heaven, fees. and ſimiles, Videt, Ri 
det, looks and laughs, and laughs all ty No 
thing : : he ſets his King ( in deſpight of the . 
Devil) upon his holy hill of S70n, Plal.2. 4 6. 
. and, as Daniel was brought out of his ealed 
en 


Y 


RE 


_ 


Den of Lions, was made greater than'ever : 


Sothe Church (that Priſoner of Hope )is rais'd 


Ont of the Pit (out of the Graves of Babylon ) 
by the Blood of the Covenant, Zech. 9. 11, 12, 
Gods-Promiſe to this People is, that though 
they hy in-Babylon as in a Sepulchre, and, as 
it were, buricd alive there, yea, and now no- 
thing but bate Bones, yea, dry Bones, ſuch as 
were ready to crumble into duſt their Caſe 
being ſo deſperate,that they deſpairingly ſay, 
Ee are cut off for our parts, | hanging xp their 
Hopes and their Harps together upon the Wil- 
tows , Pfal. 137.1;2,3. yet God owneth 
them; ſaying, | Behot4, Ok my People, } though 
they little deſerved it ;* Ezek.' 374.3. I1, 12, 
ie Graves ſhall bt opened, together with my 

7d Body they ſhall -avife,” Wa. 26.19, Come, 
my People.your Captivity is but your Chamber, 
a place of Reſt, I will bring you out thence 
Godt fent bis Angel to rowI back the Stone ,as an 
Officer {ent to let Chrift'our of Prifor-with- 
out the Keepers conſent, and ſat wpon it, in 
deſpight of all their Arms, which the-Guard 
ler fall out of their hands at the aſtoniſhing 
preſence of the Angel , Matth, 28. 2, 3, 4. 
There was an Earthquake at Chriſt's death, 
that opened the Graves, Matth. 27. 52,53. for 
the Earth could not bear his Sffering 3 and 
there was an Earthquake at Chritts Reſurre- 
&ion.for the Earth could not hinder his Rijmg, 
and Chriſt graciouſly comforts his Deſpond- 


ivg 
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: | ing Church-in the Graves: of. Babylow 3 Th 
deed men ſhall riſe, together with my F-4 
they ſhall ariſe 5 ' Awake and fing, thow 
that: dwelleſt in the duft ,_ Hai: 26. 19. : Ariſe, 
and tome azpay, Cant. 2. 10.13. and till thy 
70.Y.be accompliſh'd,) he-ſaith, Come, ny Peo- 
ple, hide your ſelves in your Chambers of Reſt, 
or Babyloniſh Retirement, as! it were for a litthe 
Moment, 8c. Thus God lovingly beſpoke his 
people when they were led Captive -'to' Baby- 
log x as it leading them' by the hand to-an hi- 
ding; place of his ow: providing chere.faying, 
{ will make Babylon to you(Oh my People) what 
the Ark was to Noah, and what Zoay'was to: 
Lot, your Captivity ſhall be your Sandiwary3 
{ Build ye bouſes in Babylon,and dwell in them, 
take ye Wives and beget. fons, and ſeek the peace 
of the City, Jer.29.5,6,7- (in a Land like your 
own Land for Fruitfulnef,, 2:Kin.18.32, As it 
is with ſundry Plants which loſe their ſtalks 
(as well as their Flowers) ins Winter, yet fhel- 
ter themſelves by their Roots in the Earth,the 
Ground is not their Grave, bat their $anfiua- 
ry 3 a new Spring makes them live again to 
bud and. bloſſom : So: it-was the Churches 
Winter-time in the Graves cf Babylon,where- 
in God ſccured Sion, when an out-caft ( as it 
- were) under ground.and trampled under foot, 
| (as Roots of the molt beautiful Plants in Fin- 
ter ) yet behold how the Lord cheriſhes the 
Churches Rgot there, and then with Thoughts 


of 


\ Pegom hdd Love zur ive ber an Expelled: 
Fo ok; her Winterlang 6 bring afteſh: Spring 
upun hen hyferg 291 EF, t014. atid+30. 17. 


*Piv:yery.remarkable ,. that thoſe' * Jews'who* 
vwere[/in Babylon (though'as buricd: there) fa«. 


xed'i fan better thanithoſ(e- that were left and 
lividiin Cenan';\ for:God ſpoke i im the hearts 
of their Evemies; for. the Former ,.,and made 
ticir Foes to-favonr! them 3 God. interceded 
for'\them;with-th&Chaldeans, Jer. 15.1 11 Ve- 
rity it rail. be well. with:thy Remnant;  Hebs 1f 
it-bu not -well, $6. and If I do. not cauſe,8c. as 
tf.the(Lord! had faid,, Then never truſt Me 


more, never logk-on: Me as Lord: ar Maſter of. 


Word”.more :*:Biit. the latter that ſtill 


livd in; their own Land: were within a little 
white: involy'd io. wotyl Miſery by Thmazl's: 


murgering of Geda/iab, many of them, were 
cxd , and 'the reſt went down*tbuX- 

Offs, '( cxpreſly contrary to Gods 'Coammand, 

| t+ 17. 16, .and: the Prophets Connſel,.;Jer. 
42:14.) where they tound no ſuch. Graves to 
Reſt in,*(as theirBrethren found in Babylon) 
but,while they fought-to rn from Death;they 
ra1't0 1t, v.22, and: Fer. 43.9. 11. and. 46, 
I3,1S,17,2 4.Yct {0 compaſſionate 15 God to his 
Ehurch's Relick #bere,that while he is denoun- 


cing the. Doom, and forctelling the'Conqueſlt * ' 


of. Aigypt, yea, and of Babylon tooafterwards, 
(tor perſecuting the-Church, Fer.50.1.9.&c,) 
The Lord intermingles his Compiinations a- 
gainlt 


xuxthe 8 Plotpabefobet Bri. 8: 
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gainſt Zeype and Babylon with ſweet Conſola- © 
trons to Sion, Jer. 46.27. But Fear not thou. 
Oh my Servant Jacob, &c.. I will make an End 
of all the Nations whither I have driven thee, 

ut I will not make a full End of thee, but Correit 
thee in meaſure. * Ohthe Bleeding of Divine 
Bowels over his Captivated Church, in this - 
conſolatory Clauſe, God could not find in his 
Heart to make a full End of her, as Hof. 11.8. 
but keeps their Rooms empty all the 70 Y. till 
the return of the Natives, his Church. The 
Devil undoubtedly gave Fudahs Land, (as he 
had given the Land of the Ten Tribes, Primo 
Occupatiero, to him that could catch and Con- : 
quer it firſt ; he was a Blaſphemous Uſurper 
if his ſaying to Chriſt, [To whoſoever I will, - 
T give it,] Luk. 4.9, wherein he Robbs God 
of the chiefeſt Jewel in His Imperial Crown, - 
Lan. 4. 32, 17, 25. "Thus the Pope (like. the 
Devils Heir) takes upon him to be Lord of all 
(that Incommunicable Attribute of Chriſt, 
AF. 10. 36.) both Temporals and Spiritvals - 
inall Countriegand Kingdoms : So Boniface ' 
the 8. (that Antichriſt) ſtiled himſelf to Phil- 
| 'p King of France ;, and ſo did his Succeſſor 
to our Henry the 8. whom he Excommunica- 
ted from the Church, Depoſed him from his 
Crown, and Diſpoſed of his Kingdom to him 
| that could firſt Win it;, ſo far as his Roaring 
Bull (which yet proov'd but a brute Thun- 
der-Bolt) might Accompliſh ; no leſs had = 

| Q Vl 
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Devil (his Maſter; Father, and God, )\ done 
concerning. the Kingdom'of Judah, Never- 
theleſs.the God of 1/raglwould not ſuffer any 
of thoſe. Warlike Adverfaries (that furround- 
ed Judea,) fo much. as, te. Deſire their \Land, 
Exod, 34. 23, 24, When they left it unman'd 
Thrice inthe Year, muchileſs Invade it. ;, and 
this Providence 1s yet more marvellous., that 
while their Land was empty of-its Inhabitants 
for 70 Y..together, yet none of thoſe Neigh- 
bour-Nations (which always Vatchedy.yet.ne-\ 
ver Catched an Opportunity) do make-a Seiz-. 
ure of that tempting Glory of all Lands,Ezek. 
20. 6. When the Prophet Feremiab hath. done: 
Denouncing: dreadful Woes againſt egypt, 
and all other Adverſaries of the Church,(nine 
in number) he comes to his 10ch. even: Baby-. 
lon; and Oh ! how. Amazing it is to,Conſider 
how in his giving out Confounding Corra- 
lives. to Proud Babylon ;, He ſtill ſcatters: moſt 
Comfortable Cordials to Draoping and Dt- 
itreſled $707, as Chap.-50. 4, 19, 20. The. Ini- 
quity of Jacob ſhall be ſought for, and there ſhall 
e none, Chap. 51. 5. Judgh ſhall not be forſak- 
en, &C. ver. 44, 45. God will make Babel 'Spue 
up his Church as too Hot a Mouthfal,and that 
cannot be di{geſted, and ſtill; 24y People, no 
Reaſon Can be rendred, why Tudals was not con- 
founded as well as the Ten Tribes,and the:Ter 
Nations , but Gods never-failing Compaſſions, 
Lam. 3.22. his mindfulneſs of the ovenes 
O 


C: 18: zu Babylon; defeated by C02. 
.of giving David a Lamp alway, 2-Kin. 8. 19. 
the Lord faid not that he would Blox out the 
Naine of Iſrael from under Heaven, 2 Kin. 14. 
2, 7. Hereupon he fent Prophets all along, 
2 Chron. 24. 19, to Comfort the good Figs, as 
to Confound the bad ones, Jer. 24. 25,28. Fi- 
nally, When the Devil had got the Church 
[. the Good Figs] in Babylon, [ as the Bad Figs ] 
in egypt, yea, and Fetter'd them there, until 
ſhe was become as very dry Boxes, and in a deep 
Grave too, with a great Stone upon it , inſo- 
much that ſhe looks upon her {eclt in a forlorn 
Condition, and that no Created power or Na- 
tural means could. poſſibly Recover her, ſaying, 
Can theſe dry Bones live ? &c, Ezek. 37. 3,11, 
they {ay (as it were) Let them Hope that Hope 
can, There is now no Hope , Jer. 2.25.. The lef 
Hope that the Chutch had, the more Hope the 
Devil hath to win the Game : -but the Great 
and Gracious God comes with a { Liberate] 
ſerves a Writ of [' Quare Impedit ] upon the 
Devil for Detaining them ;, this ſpoils «ll his 
Sport, God Commands his Angels to Roul a- 
way the great. Stone that lay upon the. Mouth 
of his Churches Tontb ,- Sealed down: with 
the Devils Seal upon it, (as Daniels Den was 
with that of Darius, Dan. 6, 17.) then Opened 
he the Graves according to his Promiſe, Ezek. 
37:12, The ſame God who vouchſated to be 
a'Grave-Maker for Moſes Perſon, Dent. 34. 6. 
youchſafes now $0 become a- G#ave-Opener 
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for Moſes People ; when hehad opened their. 
 _ Graves (with a Non>obſtanre-Writ,) the Peo- 
* ple were there preſerved Alive (as they. had 
been Buried Alive.) for God had ſent his An- 
zel to ſhot the- Mouth of that all-Devouring 
Lyon, Death,*as hedidto the Lyons in Da- 
niels Den, Dan. 6, 22.) Hebr. 11:33. ſo that 
the Savage and Hunger-ſtarv'd Death had not 
. ſeiz?d upon them, Pal. 55.15. with a Writ of 
Habeas Corpus, Or taking their Bodies, like as an 
auſtere and over-Lordly Landlord attaques 
his poor Tenants; or as'a crnel Creditor doth 
; his failing Debtor; or as that mercileſs Man 
in the Goſpel , who rook his Fellow by the 
. Throat, and ſaid, [. Pay that thou oweſt me, } 
Matth. 18. 28, x neither had _ Devil 
that Roaring Lyon. |_ ſeeking whom he may De- 
_ I Per. 3.3 Hl Ne other Writ of 
T Habeas Animam”] or Attaching their Souls, 
to-carry them away #»to his Dungeon of dark- 
eſs : Oh what a miracle of Mercy was here 
manifeſted, that neither the Cold Grave could 
contain their Bodies, nor Hot Hell catch their 
Souls : Death had not Fed upon them, neither 
was their Beauty conſumed in the Grave, -aS Pſal. 
49. 14. but thoſe Upright Ones had Dominion 
over Death and Devil m the Morning ,, (after 
the long Night of their 70 Y. Captivity was 
ended) inadawning Day : But {ſuppoſe they 
had been of that Moyety of Mankind that lye 
Dead in the Grave, as Pſ1:88:5; and: that 
fa , Death 
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Death had not onely Seiz24, but alſo Fed upon 
them, and had Gnawed them to the ve bones, 
leaving nothing but bare Bones ;, yea, finale 
thoſe Bones had been dryed, yea, ſo very much 
dryed,; ex Y ruſt ate, & Carie, both ſo old, and 
ſorotten, az ready. to-moulder into Duſt at | | 
theleaſt Touch : Yer, the great God, who *: 
comes to ſtand over theſe @pened G Aves, ( 2s 
Chriſt did over Lazaras's., Tok. 11. 38, 41. ) 
and who by his Almighty Power can quicken 
the Dead, and call things that are not as if they 
were, ROM... 5. 1.7. "Toh. F, 28, 11a. 26, 19, 
Hof. 13, 14. ke eryzth.(with ſome Groanings 
oyer the. Grave,) L4zarus, Judah, Oh my Peo- 
ple, Oh my Church, come forth, Joh. 11. 43, 
Ezek. 37. 12. Yea, he Reareth mightily from 
on high, Jer. 25. 30. likethe luſty Lyon finds 
| inp his W helps dead in;his Dey at their births. 

. . he falls a Roaring ſo fiercely, that. ( as Pliny, 
PEPPERS] they preſently Revive and riſe.u 

$0 the. Lyor of the Tribe of Judah Roareth hepe- 
70 the like purpoſe, and xch more at the lal+ 


. (Day, } The 16, U Cop. 15. 52, Topet 
PETS, #10. A: gps 2 Gi þ 
'y. 17. Y as when he a, Lagarmys come forth A 

SO it. is in the firſt Relurrettion, and ſoit ſhall © 3 

(evi. the laſt, Joh, 5, 25, 48, 29. If God, dd” - 

; but Speakzo the dry Bones, ſayi ing,Ye ſhall Love, - 

Ex acepriney 1t.is dong, as in the OA 


r]d, Ger. ..3, 6,9, 14, &C., The 
| Honarh 70rk of this great World WAS 4 
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made by a bareWo7d out of the Mouth of the 
Almighty God, and He who'could give a Be- 
72g out of nothing at” the firſt, can more eaſily 
reſtore a Being out of ſomething again , as out 
of dry. Bones here. This great Truth, Eze- 
kiel (Gods Interpreter) excellently Evidenc- 
eth in his Parobolical'and Typical Viſion of 
the dry Boxes, molt aptly Applyed and Acco- 
modared tothe Fewiſh Church in the Graves 
of Babylon, which yet was Reviv*d., Ezek. 37. 
v. 7. (1.) By a Noiſe, or Rattle, to wit, Tome 
Roaring Thunder-clap: (2. ) By a Shakeing, 
as that of the, Earthquake'at Chriſts Reſur- 
retion, Matth, 28. 2.” the Earth did Shake 
thea to let Chriſt out, of his Grave, and 'zow to 
let the Church out: and when God delivers, 
his Church from' Myſtical Babylor, he: will 
ſhake Heaven as well -as, Earth, _Hehr.-12. 
26, 27,” he will Shake.the Old Heaven, and the 
Old Earth, to Settle the New Heautr, ang the 
New Earth, 2 Pet: 3: 12, 13. Gods Shakting 
- concludes with Serrliag ;, *tis not to. Rune, but 
to Refive his Church ; Oh what a' Nazfe, and 
What a Shakeing was made here ? by Ordinary 
Means*( as well as by Extraordizary, in the 
Thunderclap above', "ant 1n the Earthquake be- 
Jow;,) to wit, (1.) by the Power of Prayer, (2.) 
'by a Prepalent Proclamation : (1.).Prayer hath 
a ſhakeing Power, AC. 4. 31. Yea, and" rat- 
ling Noiſe'or Sound with it, AR. 2. 2..( as E- 
z#keels Viſion of the dry Bones had both _ 
aa A 263: te nn Þ _ 
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Two Extraordinary and Senſible Signs of , + 


Gods powerful Preſence) fo the Spirit of God 
came upon thoſe Praying Cnes as a Spirit of 
Power, 2 Tim: +. 5. and'ſhakes the Place of 


 Pray(witha mighty 19fhing Wird,Yand ſhakes 


the Perſons tooat thatfrſt planting of the Goſe 
pet, as Planters do to young, Plants that they 
may-ſettle the hetter. Now this - Powerful 
Prayr ( for the Jewiſh Churches Reſtoration 
out of Babylon ) was Threefold. 1. That of 'So- 
lomen, 1 K:z.8, from 46, to 54. this very 
Prayr (though made about 468 Y. before ) 
ſhakesthe Heart of the Perſian Prince (Cyrm) 
ſo, asto ſhew Compaſſion to Gods poor Peo- 
ple in Babylon, and at length gives them leave 
to'Return.: -thus Facobs Prayr, God Almighty 
grve you Mercy, | or Hebr: Bowels, Gen, 43. 14. 
was particularly Anfwerd , when Joſephs 
Bowels yerned over Benjamin, ver. 30. 2, That 
of Danrel, when he V1derſtandeth by Books how 
the 70'Y, were expired 3 then he puts Gods 
Promiſe in Suit , and {peaks nothing in his 
Prayers but what God had ſpoke in his Promi- , 
ſes, and {o was Anſwer?dby God inhis Provi- 
dences , Dan. 9.2, 4, 20, This Prayer Thakes 
Heaven, brings from thence Gabrie};who tells 
him; forthe 70 Y. Captivity; they ſhall enjoy 
their own Country 'Seven-Seventies-, Or 490 
Y: v;-24.\ 13. That of the People, who Prayed, |} 


" 1M al; and Wept by the Waters of Ow, | 


Plal. 137% 1, 2,3, 1 Kin. $, 47; 4$.+. Zech. 
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2. 5. Thoſe Three Aftions in thoſe 70.Y. 
"ſhows the Church was no more Dead in Baby- 
' ler, than Daniel was in; his Den, ; for they. are 
all Actions of the Living, not of the Dead : 
Theii Sow in Tears the precious Seed of Prayr. 
CW ing?d with Faſtg,) 10. Reaps at. laſt in oy: 
-Their-Deſolate Country made them Diſcon- 
ſolateſquls,yet their Sighs ymmterable,brought 
Joy Unſpeakable , Pal. 126. 1, 2,5, 6; Then 
comes the (24. Shake) Cyrus prevalent Rrocla- 
mation, (the Lord ſtirring up Spirit to it) 
Ezxa-1..1, &c,: This -turn'd the Churches 
Tears:into Triumphs , her Sighing into: Sins+ 
ing, her Sadneſs into Gladneſs., And the Ie- 
vil (for all hzs Plots ) bath the Contrary,to 
all theſe, is Sad at his. Defeat, and: goes 
Jearing away. Now. when God- (in. whoſe 
Hand are the Hearts of all Kings, Prov.21.1.) 
had molt Happily ſtsrr'd up the Spirit of Cyrus 
to Iſſue out his moſt Gracious Proclamation of 
a Jubilee to the Diſtreſſed Church, . (wherein 
. he was a Type of Chriſt, Proclaiming Liberty 
to the Captipes, and the Opening of the Priſon 
to them that are Bound ,. 7/4. 61.-1:)-and+to 
give her ſo fair and full a Patent;this Mighty, 
Marvellous, and Immediate Work of divine 
Mercy (in her ſodeplorable Miſery): did fo 
ſurprize her,that ſhe could hardly believe her 
own Eyes, but was for a while as thoſe--that 
| Dream, Pfal, 126.1. This was the Lords own 
Doing, and moſt Marvellons in the (__ 
« kd hf NE nk Yes, 


' R249 \ct1.4. 3s R.. 
c.18" in Babyl6n, Defeated by God." 232 
Eyes, Pſal. 118. 23.eſpecially upon thoſtRe> 
ſpetts. (1.)' That their Graves (10 Secured 
with great Grave-Stones, and Sealed 1o ſures 
ly) ſhould 'be Opened, * By no means of mor- 
tal Men, but by the Afghe of Almighty 'God; 
when they were both Helpleſs and Hopeleſs 1 
themſelves. (2.) Thar their dry Boxes ſhould 
live again, ſtand upon their Feet, walk home 
into their own Country,build-a Temple,&e> 
(3.)That Cyr«s,an Heathen King,(whe did #ot 
know the Lord, Sc. ſavingly, 1ſa:45.4,5,) ſhould 
not only be valted.by Name, (above 150 Y. bes 
fore he was Born) to become the Lords Shep#4 
herd to Feed his diſtreſſed Charch, 14744128; 
but al{o(4.) inthe very entrance into hs Mo+ 
narchy,before his Affairs were fully-ſettled:} 
to Difimiſs fo great and ſo Vnired a People (in 
their Religion and Cuſtom) and ſo given to 
InfurreCtion (as their:Charatter was, Exy. 4. 

12, 19.) and: to Return:them into their own 

Land with all manner-of. Accomodatiovs both 
for State and Strength. (5.)* Twas moſt Mars 

vellous,that ths Decree or Proclamation ſhould 

be Signed, not onely, 1. Prec;/elyprrbe Bpdof 

Caniels Rrayr, Dan: 9.21; 23. and 40.12, 4. 

No ſooner was Daniels Prayr out of his Adouth, 

but 1t was preſently in Gods Ear,and no ſooner 

was It there, but Immediately Gabriel comes 

.Poſting upon the Wing,with an AnlwergFhap 
(the 70 Y. being Expired) the Decree fordheir - 
Liberty was now. Signed, hut, alſo, 2. Exattly 
at 
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at the'Exd of the 70. Captivity, neither more 
nor lets, God will comeaccording to his Pro- 
miſe, Jer. 25. 12., and 29. 10. but Daniels 
Prayers mult lead him ; thus he will have it 
tobe; and God will be PunCtual in keeping 
his Word :. A Day.-(with 24en,) breaks no 
{quares, * doth with God, Hence thoſe Two 
Great Deliverances (out of egypt. and Baby- 
tsz;and this latter more Marvellous than the 
former,.Fer. 16. 14, 15. ) hath Two ſpecial 
Remarques upon them in their Accompliſh- 
ment.at a PunCtual and Preciſe point of Time 
promiſed,as 1. That very Night (wherein the 
Firſt-born of eAgypt were ſlain) was the End- 
ing of the forerold Four Hundred Y. Exod.'12. 
423-41, And 2. That very Night ('\wherein 
Belſhazzar was Slaini by Cyrus and ' Darics ) 
wasexactly the Expiration of the forerold 70 
Y. Dan, 5.309. * This is the Churches Cora:- 
al and Comfort, though God ſometimes (Fails to 
come. at her time, yet henever Fails to come at his 


own time. 
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exe we 
He Church of God ( through his Q- 
\ -wer-Ruling Hand ) having' got this 


Royal Wind under her Wings, fee 
Swittly 
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Swiftly out of Babylon to Canaan, thereto re- 
Build-the Houſe of the Lord, (one of theSeven 
Wonders of the World.) and to Repair the Civy 
of Feruſalem, that Holy City, Err. 1.5. Thien 
Roſe up Zerubabel, the Chief Prince,” and Fo- 
ſhuah, the Chief Prieſt, with al/ the Heads of 
the Families, the Prieſts and Levites; with 
all their Children, Men and Maid-Seryants, 
inall 7337, Exr. 2. 95. whoſe Spirits God Had 
Raiſed up, Leading them #nto the Land of Up- 
rightnels L Pſal. 143. 10. -1 Chron. 9.3. 
Exzek.” 37.16; 17, 21, 22, many fſ7adlites 
joyned with the Fews' :' Thoſe '( by thei podd 
Hand bf-God upon them): 1. ifetts'up-the 
Altar', ' Exy.<3:\3; 4n*the place. whete-*the 
Tetnple'Fo4, (for, as yet, they had none) 
9.6, that by their Prayrs and Offerings there- 
on, they might get God 6h #herr ſide, and Fan 
to him Reconciled, whatever Evil thould be- 
fall them from their Evil and Malignant 
Neighbonrs. © © 77 CNS 
| Fhenthofe Godly and Active Souls (mot 
being content with thei Altar of God onely, 
but Deſirqus (as we ſhonld all be)-of all-Gods 
Ordinances) lay the Foundation of the Tem- 
ple; ver. 10. Then did the'Devil Rage ;'pro- 
jects (his 19th.) a new Plot againſt the Church, 
which indeed is a Comphicarion of 'Plots \ "fs 
the Books of Ezra atid Nehemiah 'doth-De- 
monſtrate. The 1f part of the Devils” igeþ. 
Pht, was to ſtirr up (1) the _ 
ru 
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.Ktru&the'SuperſtruCture of the Temple up- 
pn the Now and'New-laid Foundation,(2)the 
Governors of the Land, to wit , Tatnaz and 
' Shether-Boz1ai, when they began to Build a- 
-gain after the firſt Obſtruftion : 1. The $4- 
maritans Satan Awaken'd and Royzed up at 
:the loud Acclamations and Out-cries, (Par- 
tim Fubilando, partim Ejulando, ſome ſhouting 
aloud for Joy, and others howling aloud for 
Sorrow, Ezr, 3.9, 12,13. Thole Adverſa- 
ries of Judah, Deviſes Two Deſigns againſt 
the Children of the Captivity, te wit, the 
Church : Their (1.) Plot or Deſien was moſt 
Craftily to offer their own coſt and pains to pro- 
- note & Building of the Temple, Ex. 4. 1,8. 
Here the Devil pretends Devotion..to, pro- 
mate his Diveliſh Deſign : Thoſe Mongrels 
: In Religion (who put it 0 and of at pleaſure) 
would have mingled with the Church , and 
would Compoundwith them here, when (they 
faw) they could not Conquer them ., that 


- would break through all Difficulties, and 
. Diſconragements, and do their Duty ,. Ext. 
: 34-3. and this Accomodation they ſet on 
. with aloud Lye, ſaying, We ſeek, your God, 
- #8, ye do, Which they did'not , 2 Kz7. 17.. 28, 
"29432, 34- for they feared the Lord;not Fi- 
-lially, but for his Lyons : Thus they Pretend 
.«mity, but indeed, Intend Enmity, and breed- 
Ing of New Broils by their Intermixed Influ- 
- Ence, ſo as to Hinder the Byilding:.this is the 


very 
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very Practice of the Jeſuitsat this Day, wha 
pretend Comudyſion, and comming overt0 the. 
Proteſt ants, yet thoſe Caſſandrian Reconcilers;: 
intend Sbverſion by the bitter Contentions 
they keep alive in the Charch to hinder ,Re- 
formation : but the Lard will Dete&mand 
Defeat them as He did. thoſe Samaritans, 
whom his Servants repul8d;. telling them, Te 
have nothing to do with us, but we our ſelves to- 
gether (or alone) will Build the Temple ; for 
which Doing they had Royal Authority, v. 3. 
So it was 2 Godly Combination , no Wicked 
Conſpiracy or Faction : In a Word, They 
ftand off fram them, 1 Tim. 6. 5- not accept- 
ing of their falſe Service, for the Jews have no 
Dealing with the Samaritans, Joh. 4. 9. When 
this 1 f. Deſign of the Deyil (in thoſe Sama- 
ritans) was Diſappointed, then the 24. was, 
their Hiring of Counſellours, that others might 
Hinder the Work ; which hey (themſelves) 
could not, v.4, 5: Such Counſellours as can 
Condeſcend to Bribing for Bolſtering up a 
Bad Cauſe, or for Brow-beating a Good One, 
Juſtifying the Wicked for a Reward,and con- 
demning the R:ghteoxs, are the moſt probable; 
Promoters of the Devils Helhſh Plots and 
Projets : Thoſe [ #:a«gyve« ] Sordid Sil- 
ver-Loyers, being Courtiers , had a fair, 


Opportunity to fruſtrate the Purpoſe of the 
Church ; Inafmuch as Cyrus Warring abroad: 


againſt the Scythians , &c, made ms ; 
| $ 


C6? 
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his Son; the /iee-Roy ; arid he, being a Tight, 
looſ& and ilewd loffel;,, was eaſtly prevaiPd 
with'toObſtruct the Bailding : - If - Cyr did 
eonive at'- the Crofling of his wn? Decree (by 
his'Sorr) alt his Days , then his Fatal- Fall by 
Tomyris- (Queen: of Scythia,, who Conquer*d 
himz.cut ofthis Head, caſts it into a Veſſel full 
of Blood, ſaying, Satia te Sanguine, quem Sitiſti, 
Eumuſque- Inſatiabilis ſemper fuiſts ;, Glut th 
ſelf now with' Blood , whereof thou coul 
Never get enough) was a Juſt Reward from the 
Godof Juſtice : This Cambyſes, (who 1s cal- 
ted\ Areauerexes inthe Perſian , and Abaſuerus 
in the Chz/dee-Tongue, Names given in.com- 
mon'to-Kings of Perſia, ( as Pharaoh to' the. 
Kings of e-Zgypr, &c.) ſignifying, Great War- 
riowr;or Great-Head,) thoſe Courtifd Coun- 
ſellowrs*Writes to, and turning Informers , 
Wrote a'Diveliſh Accuſation, Hebr. [ Satana] 
— EE ) Hatcht in Hell, and 
Picated by the Devil, the Contents of it be- : 
ing/Falſe and Scandalous ; for then they had 
not'begwreither with Building the City or the 
Walls of it, ver. 6, 12, 14. Thoſe Mercenary 
Pick-Thanks Obtains hereby a Commiſſion to 
cauſe the Work. of the: Houſe of God: to ceaſe, 
v./24.” The Hindring of the Temple-Biilding 
was the Principal thing Iztended, though the 
Bwilding'of the City; and: of :its Walls; was 
faHfly Pretended. This Plot proves ſo powerful; 
ttat'thonghthe Prophet Dariel, (and Gabri- 


et, 
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elto0, Dan.10.13.)Remain'd there with Camby= 
ſes, and his Counſellours, to repreſs their Rage, 
and to Blaſt cherry Projefts againſt the Church; 
and though he was a great Man ſtill with-the 
Kings of Perſia, (as he had been long with the 
Kings of Babylon, and ſo marvellouſly Uſeful 
to the Churches Preſervation during her Cap- * 
tivity) though {till he was in Great Account 
(after Her Return out of Babyloniſh-Bondage J 
yet was he not now Great enough at Court,ſo 
as to Defeat the DeviliſhDefigns of Cambyſes 
his Bribed Comnſellowrs, who had now put a 
Stop to the Temple-Building at Feruſalem < 
This Diſaſter caſts Holy Daniel into his Me- 
lancholly-Dumps, Daz. 10. 1, 2, 3. inthe 3d. 
Y. of Cyrus, (which was th& firſt of Irreligious 
Cambyſes Reigning as a Vice-Roy in his Fathers 
abſence, as above, Exzr. 4. 6. ) Daniel Under- 
ſtanding the Stop to Temple-Work, falls a 
Faſting and Praying Three Weeks, becauſe the 
Prince of the Kingdom of Perſia withſtood him 
v. 13, for ſolong a time, even Three Weeks, 
or One and Twenty Days : This [| Him] thus 
withſtood, is the Angel Gabriel as well as the 
Prophet Damel, and this Prince ( that with- 
ſtood them both) 18 Wicked Cambyſes, or that 
' Evil- Angel, the Devil, who had an Hand in 
the-Stop, and ſet Cambyſes on Work to Re- 
ſtrain the Re-edifying of the Houſe of the 
Lord : Yet may we not Imagine that any 
Earthly Prince hath any power over an _ 
an 
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2 and Heavenly Argt! 5. No, not; though he 
ath:the Devil to Help him, as here Cambyſes 
d :.. but; inaſmuch as Cambyſes ( this New 


| 
King of Perſ6a ) had 'Hindred the Temple- h 
Work-{by Divine Permiſſion,) he had there- 
by Hindred Gabriel from bringing' Danrel the 
glad. Tydings, which otherwiſe he had ſooner | 
rought him, ſeeing his Prayers were (both) 
Heard and Granted from the firſt of thoſe 21 
Days, v: 12. Though this Grant was not made 
known by Gabriel to Damel until Daniet had 
been Tugging hard with God for an Anſwer 
all that Three Weeks; at the End whereof 
Gabriel comes flying ſwiftly , as Dan. 9. 21. 
Hebr, with —_ of Flight, as if glad of the 
Good News himſelf, thinking (as it-were) his 
Wings could not carry- him faf# enough to 
Comfort Diſconſolate . Daniel, as Ahimaaz, 
(who ovyer-ran Cuſks) thought his Legs could 
not carry him over-faſt to Comfort Diſtreſ- 
ſed David, 2 Sam: 18. 23. *Twas Gabriel that 
brought the good Tydings, but *twas Daniel 
that brought hi (who brought them) by his 
Prayers : the Angel faith, Now I am come for 
thy Word, ver. 12, 14. though I have ſtayed 
thus long: Further telling htm,Cambyſes (and 
the Devil by him) had ſo ſtrongly withſtood 
his Miniſtring Office for the Churches Good 
in the Perſ;an Court, that he ſtood in need of 
the Help of Michael, that Angel of the Cove- 
nant,-or. Lord of Angels, One of the Chief. 
Princes, © 
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Princes, v..13. One of the Three Perſons of 
the Trinity, or Chief of the Angels, or, Sepr. 
wire the Chearful Ones, ( who Serve. 
the Lord Chearfully in his Wars) this Chief 
One was the Meſſiah, who 1s Elegantly De- 
{crib'd, v. 6. an{werable to that Defcription 
of Chriſt, Revel. 1. 10, 13,to 15. and 19. 12. 
Hence obſerve that Gabriel ſtood in need of 
the Help of Afchael or Meſſiah -(which 1s. a, 
better Help than that of Angels) againſt the 
Adverſaries of the Church,tb __—_ aud Sup- 
preſs their further Crafry Counſels and Cruel 
Contrivances againft her : This 1s a ſtand- 
ing Cordial to the Diſtreſſed Church , That 
She hath a Champion who will ſtand by her and 
for her, though all Wicked Men on Earth, 
and all the Wretched Devils in Hell ſtand a- 
gainſt her and withſtand her. Thus the An- 
gel Gabriel Comforts Dejectted Danzel,, (who 
Sadly Sympathiz'd with the Sad Suffering- 
Church, v. 15. ) that none Help'd the Angels 
againſt the Churches Enemies, but Michael her 
Prince, v. 21. and Dan. 9. 25, 26. He 1s the 
King and Head of his Churth, and Saviour of 
| #*s Body, Ephel. 5. 22, 23. fee Joſh; 5. 14. 
| Exek. 34. 24." Att. 5. 31; Revel. 1. 5. and 
19. 16, This is Comfortable, that when the 
= Church hath no Humane Helps,yet hath 
e Angelical. The Angel Gabriel Telleth 
Daniel, Iwill Return (now I have Delivered 
my Joyful m—_—_— to thee) and Fight a- 


gainſt 
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gainſt the King of Perſia, wv. 20, Ch. 10. to 
wit, Cambyſes and all his Wicked Counſellors, 
who are {ett on by the Devil, and who fetts 
on their Inſtruments, which went up in haſte,to 
cauſe the Work of the Houſe of God to ceaſe,Err, 
4. 23, 24; the Devil driving them, and their 
own Malignant Diipoſition(like a ſtrong By- 
alle) drawing them thereunto : but {ſaith Ga- 
briel) 1 will withſtand them (who hath hither- 
to withſtood me Jand Confound zl! their plots 
and Proceedings againſt the Church ; 1 wall 
Return and Finiſh that War which I have left 
(to come with Tydings to thee) Unhniſhed ; 
and though nr One (of the Princes or Poten- 
tates)joyn with me to anſwer thy Prayers and 
Fayour the Church, yet know, the Arch-An- 
gel, Michael or Chriſt, concerns himſelf, and 
this 1s enough : Oh how many mult we 
Reckon the Meſſiah for ? as Antigonus ſaid of 
himſelf to his timerous Army, that trembled 
at the multitude of their Adverſaries : This 
Michael ( ſignifying, Who is like thee ) is of 
himſelf a whole Army of Men, Yan and Rear 
both, 1a. 52. 12. If he be for us, "tis no matter 
who's agamſt us, Rom. 8, 31. Hence the De- 
vils Plot began to be Spoiled ; this Mighty 
Michael ſtirs up Two Prophets (Haggat and 
Zechariah) to Stir up the People to Return to 
their Bnilding, Ezyr. 5. 1. Zerubabel and Fe- 
ſua (the Prophets of God Helping them) carry 
or the Temple-Building which had been begun. 
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before ; then the Devil Rages againſt; them, 
being ever an Adyerſaay to the Houſe of God 
and to the things thereof : HeStirs up Tat- 
naiand Shether-Boznai(with thery:Complices) 
to. Interrupt them in Building: Gods Houſe, 
(though they never oppoſed them in Building their 
own Houſes) by Asking their Authority, and 
(juſt like our Informers ) requiring;their names, 
Ezy. 5.3, 4. but the Eye of their God was upon 
the Elders (that Eye not only of general Pro- 
vidence, but alfo that of Special Grace) to A- 
nimate them in their Work, /o that they codd 
not. make them'to ceaſe, v. 5, And hereupon 
thoſe Governours Write a Letter to Darin 
Hyſtaſpes, (who Succeeded Camby/es) wherein 
they give a farr-Relation, but with a foul [z- 
textion, TT he Deviland his Inſtruments had 
now the Ball pon their Foot, thinking to car- 
ry.the Game before them (having nuw got 
the Governours on their {ides) and that none 
could come neer to overtake them .; but be- 
hold ! che Triumph of the Wicked is ſhort , Job 
20. 5. The Pilar of Providence-purſues them 
(as with an Hue and Cry) comes up to them 
at. Darius Court-Rolls, 'Exr. 5. 12. and 6. 1. 
There that Commullion of Cyrus for rebuild- 

ing the Temple was. found, (which they had 
{ſuggeſted in their Malicious Letter would xc: 
| be fornd, hoping the Fews would be found L:- 
ars}) the Contents whereof wes, Thatnone 
thould come at them ito. Hinder them , nord 
$Y\t) R 2 | Jhouls 
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ſhould meddte with them to make diſturbance, 
if any durſf Diſturb, let his Hoaſe be pulld 
down for a Penalty, and ler all Kings and Peo- 
ple (that dare Diſturb them) be Deſtroyed, [a 
Dreadful Curſe, and ſuch as God ſaith Amer 
to,] Exzr. 6.6, 7, 11, 12. The finding: of 
this Decree of Cyr»: (witty thoſe Contents, 
Cc.) was a Marvellous good Providence to 
the Diſturbed Church; the Malice of her Ad- 
verfaries in Writing that Malicious Letter, 
prooved a great Furtherance to the Finiſhing 
of the Temple, as Pauls Perſecution at Rome 
prooved not an Hinderance, but a Further- 
ance of the Goſpel, Plal. 1. 22, ) For hereup- 
on Cambyſes's Wicked Decree ( of Hindring 
Temple-Work) was far Removed, as Micah 
had foretold, Afic. 7.11. and thoſe very Go- 
vernours (the Churches Adverſaries) do (up- 
on the Receiving of Cyrus Decree by Darins) 
1. Pay in the Kings Tribute to Defray the 
Charges of Building the Temple; and 2. ſend 
in all manner of Sacrifices, when finiſhed, 
v. 12, 13, 8, 9, Thus God ftill over-Shoots 
Satan in his own Bow, cauſes the very Dogs 
to lick the Sores of Lazarus, and makes all 
things to Work for Geod to them that love 
God, Rom.8.-28, Foſephus and Eſdras ſay, 
Darims granted all this upon Zerubabels excel- 
lent diſcourſe, how Women was ſtronger than 
Wine, to0 mo Kings, vet Truth 1s 
Prongeſt of all. Then the Removed the 
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Decree (of Hindring the Building) afar off, 
Mic. 7. 11, by Dariwss Commullion , Ezr. 
5.3. and6. 1, So that notwithſtanding all 
the Oppoſitions from Wicked Men and a 
Wretched Devil, in the 6th. Y. of Darizs, 
the Texple of God is Finiſhed, and the Dedi- 
cation of it 1s Solemnly Obſerved, Exr. 6. 
15,16, (about 15'Y. after the Foundation had 
been laid) Yea, and the Paſſeover alſo, v. 19, 
20,.21, 22, Neither was this all the Lord did 
for his Churches Weal, Removendo Prohiben- 
tia,in Removing Hinderances oxr of her way, 
but alſo [_Applicande Adintoria] in Contribu- 
ting Furtherances,not.onely 1n making their 
very Adverſaries te become their Auxiliaries, 
as before, v. 13. (who: did lend her. Sacrifices 
of all forts, and that Speedily, according to 
Darizs Decree, hecauſe they durſt do. no o- 
therwiſe) but alſoin Sending ber Ezra in the 
7th. of Darius,(calPd by that common Name 
of the Perſian Kings, Artaxerexes) tO ſtreng- 
then thezr Hands in the Lords Work, and to 
make a wonderful Reformation, Ezr. 7.1. &c. 
and Cþ.8; and Ch. 9, Thus the Viſion of Za- 
ehary, Zech. 1. 17,22. (who Prophecy'd at 
that time) was Accompliſh'd in the greateſt 
t, for he ſaw four Horns who fought to 
atter Judah, to wit, Rehum and Shimſhas, 
Ezr..4. 17, 23. Tatnai and Shether-Boznas, 
Ch. 5.6. and he ſaw four Carpenters to break 
thoſe Horns, to wit, Zerubabel , (calPd alſo 
” 0-0 Sheſh-bazzar 
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Sheſh-bazZar; ſignifying, Joy-11 Tribulation) 
Foſoua, (a Saviour,) Ezra, (an Helper; ).arid 
(to Compleat. the Numberrof Four, God ſent 
his Church Nehemiah, ( ſignifying the Com- 
fort ofthe Lord) inthe 204. Y. of this Dars/ 
#5, Artaxerexes, with a full Commyſhon from 
the.King to repair the Wallsof the Holy Cis 
ty, after tharthe Altar and Temple had been 
re-Built by other Hands.::;Hereupon began 
the 24. part of the Devitss19th. Plot ,; who 
ſtirred up Peſtilent. Oppoſition -again{t.the 
Church both from Without and from Within: 
(1.) From W:thout,.by'apen and profeſs?d E- 
nemies, to:wit, Sanballat;;Tobiah, and Geſhum 
the Arabian, Neh. 2:10 191 Sanballat (which 
ſignifies a pare Enemy) and. Tobiab, (that Ad- 
vaneed Vaſtal) wereſgSlygnd Subtle, (being 
theO/{4Serpents Dilctples)-as to Infinuate by 
Allyances'tothe High-Prieſt, NVeh. 13::44128; 
yet weremortal Enemies tothe Chutch, and 
1,;1t.prieued them excetd;ugly ,. that. there i\wss 
@m&a Tan to ſeek, the Welfare of Iſrael, Neh. 
2: to. ; had rhey been: Ingenious,: their very 
Alkance to I/rael.ſhowld _ made then Re- 
Joyce in 1ſraels Profperity; but the Curſed Ma- 
hce of this Moabirte and Ammonite, had {wal- 
lowed up all the ſparks of commer Ingenuity. 
This 1s the (1/) Appearance of the Devil: 10 
them, they look'd upon Neberiah witha law- 
gy. look, with an ev/{ Eye, (as Caindid upot 
Abel) and ſuch was their Spleen and Spighty 
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that they became Sd at it, (21y.) The De- 
vil(in them)turns their Sadneſs into Maanef,, 
v. 19, they had onely been made Sad befare, 
but now are they made Mad with their own 
Malice, and falls a wagging their Wicked 
Tongynes to Scoit and Leride thoſe Godly 
Wall-Builders, and to laugh them to Scorn. 
Herein Geſhem ( Dariw's Lieutenant in Ara- 
b:a)Confederates with them at.the Devils In- 
ſtigation, v. 10. and Ch. 6.2, and Ch. 4. 1,2. 
Now when God had Zaxghed this Langhing- 
Deſign of the Devikro Nothing (1) by Nehes. 
miahs Courage , Neh. 2.20.. and (2): by . the 
Peoples Conſtancy,and their good mind to Work, 
Ch. 4. 6. when Scofts and Sarcaſms could vs 
deterr them from Working; then (3/y.) Satan 
Hurries them into a. Secret Corfpiracy to Op- 
poſe their Building-Work by an Open Hoſt ili- 
ty, Neh. 4.8. that by. turning their: Words 
into Knocks, they might make them either 
Creep into Corners, Or Ruy away : (4ly;)T hey 
Strengthen their Cruel Conſpiracy by the De- 
vils Crafty Counſel. (1) In-Railing falſe Ru- 
ours, Reporting that Nehemiab and the Jews 
did Intend to Rebcll, Ch,6.6, Thus they lay 
no leſs thai the.Crime of High-Treaſon to 
their Charge, Intending to charge Home thoſe 


Children of the moſt High God, as Dan. 6, 13. 


Ezxr. 4.13; £fth. 3.8. And they haie a moſt 


Credible and Cteditable Witneſs to prove it 
£00, to wit, Geſh-u (or Geſriem, the Arabian, 
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their: bellow-Conſpirator) ſaith it. X Who 
knows not, that Vulgar Rumour isa loud Ly- 
ar ? Is it true becaule it is Reported? and that 
by them that ſay Report, and we will Report it, 
Jer.-20. io. P/al. 31. 13. as if there were no 
falſe Defaming DetraCting . Reports feigned 
only cut of the Addle-Brains ofthe Reporters 
themſelves, Ch.6.8. Gefhmu here Broaches the 
Slander,and Sanballat and Tobiah will Blazon 
It ; the former ſetts it on Foot, and the latter 
keeps it a Float , Hoping (according to Ma- 
chiavels Maxim, (Fortitur Calumniare , & ali- 
quid Herebit,) It they Slander*d ftomly,ſome- 
thing would ftich, : It doth not' follow, be- 
cauſe*tis Reported, therefore it muſt be true, 
beſides Geſhmu's Tongue was no Slander, for 
he was known to Teach his Tongue the Art 
of Lying, as Fer.9.3,5. and was this Man 
who wasalowd and lewd Lyar, Yea, and a 
Party too in the Conſpiracy, fit to be a Wit- 
zefs, but arywould ſerve Sanballats turn,who, 
for a need, could have Suck?d ſuch a Slander 
(as this) out of hx own Fingers ends:and they 
belyed good Nehemiah', (as after they belyed 
Chriſt himſelf, Foh. 19. 12.) that he would 
have made himſelf King of the Jews, and that 
he had Hired Prophets to Preach him up King 
7 Jeruſalem, v. 7. As if Haggat and Zacha- 
r:iah (the True Prophets of the Lord, and 
Preaching Up the Kingdom of Chrift, Hagg. 
2.7. and Zach. 9. 9.) had been Hired by hizs 
Fs) | [0 
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to*Preach up the Kingdom of Nehemiah : 
whereas ( indeed) they uſed as they Uſed; 
this was their own (2d) Artifice in Hireing 
falſe Prophets to Afﬀrizht the People from 
the Work of God, to wit, (1) Shemaiah the 
Prophet, Neh. 6. 10, 12; 13. and (2ly) Noa- 
diah the Propheteſs, &c. v. 14. All theſe had 
Linguam Venalem, were meerly Mercenary : 
* "Thus the Churches Adverfaries can be at 
Coſt and Charge to Corrzpr Gods People, 
and ſuch Hypocritical Perſons may eaſily by 
Hire he Corrupted .: The Sutftrages of a great 
many Bribed Prophets are not ſo much to be 
Numbred as Ponder'd, their concurring Con- 
ſent 1n an evil Matter, was not {0 much Vnzy 
as Conſpiracy ; neither did the Devil Reſt here 
in giving Diſturbance from Without, but (21y) 
the Church muſt have Diſturbance from With- 
#n alſo, by their own People and Brethren, 
and that (1) by Mutiny, Neh. 5. 1. and there 
was a great Cry of the People, as if it had beea 
the outragious Uproar of a Seditious Faction, 
which is as Dangerous and as Threatning a 
Leluge , as the Head-ſtrong Water when 
once 1t 1s out of its Banks : (2.) by Treachery; 
{ome of the Nobles Maintaina private Cor- 
reſpondency with their Enemies, {juſt as it is 
at this Day) Neh. 6. 17, Tobiah (that Curſed 
Adverſary of the Church) had his Penſwners 
among the Fews, and ſuch as were his Sworn» 
Servants to be true to him, aud to Progjoty 

Is 


"250 The T9th.Plot againſt the Churche.ig 


his Deſigns, becauſe he was Son-in-Law to She- 
caniah, Ezr. 2.5. whoſe Son had Marryed 
the Daughter of Meſhullam,(a Zealous Build- 
er,Neh. 3. 4.) This Miſchief mix*d Marriages 
brought upon them , Meh, 6. 18. and 3. 5. 
The Soory Souls of thoſe Nobles, (or, Hebr. 
White Ones ) under their White Garments, 
were too Stiff to Stoop to: Gods Service, but not 
to the Devils. Notwithſtanding alkthis, The 
Lord Laughs all the Devils Deſign to nothing : 
Nehemiah under all his Difficulties diretts his 
Prayer to God, Neb. 4.4, 5. This was his 
Sanctuary he ftyes to, Eaſing his own Griey- 
ed Heart by Breathing Heaven-ward, and 
turning over all the Churches Adverſaries in- 
to the Hands of the Captain of his Salvati- 
on, (he looking upon himſelf but as a Pri- 
vate Souldier under him) to take them all 
to Task : * Woeto thoſe Enemies againſt 
whom Saints do Pray as he did, [| Turn their 
Reproach upon their own Heads ;, Give them for a 
Prey , and Cover not their Tniquity.”] If they 
onely be Bleſſed whoſe Sin: is covered, P14.32.1, 
Oh what a Curſe do they lye. under , whoſe 
Condition is contrary : Nehemiah makes Prayr 
(all along) his City of Refuge; His Anchor 
in all Storms, His Salve for all Sores.Neh.4.9. 
and this brought all the Counſel of the Devil 

and his Imps to zoxght., v. 15. Pſal. 33.10, 11. 
God Strengthened his Hands in his Work, (as 
he Weakened the Hands of their Enemies, ) 
a Neh. 
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'Neh. 6. 9. So that he Finiſhed the Wall of Jeru- 
falem, (maugre their Malice) v.15. The Feaſt 
of Tabernacles was kept, Ch.8. and a Solemm 
Faſt. Ch.8. and 9. a Solema Covenant is Entred 
ito, Ch. 10. Offices are Ordered, Ch. 12, The 
Temple Purged , and Religion Reformed, Ch, 
13, Cc. See more of this further on Nehem- 
ah, in the 20th, Plot next Following. 


Tbe Twentieth Plot, &>c. 
5 "CHAD. xx. 


He 2cth. and laſt Plot of the Devils in 

the Old Teſtament, was againſt the 

Church that Return*d not with their 
Brethren out of Captivity, but.con- 
tinned(1)in Babylon,and (2)1n Shuſham,whero 
they had Built Houſes, and Planted Gardens, 
&c. Fer. 29. 6. and ſo were unw1lling to leave 
them, and their Eſtatzs they hdd gathered 
(with Gods Bleſſing, upon their Obedience 
to Gods Prophet) in them. There were (in- 
deed) a Sordid ſort, (to wit, the Poſterity of 
Selah )who preferr'd the Service of the King of 
Babylon,above the Freedom of the Land of Pro- 
miſe, 1 Chron.4.23. They could be content to, 
drudge in making Pors in Babylon, ( as their 
fore-Fathers had made Brick in «Egypt ) both 
thoſe Works were but Mortar-Werks, Exod:: 
1. 11, There they ſtay'd with the King ( Of Ba-: 
a _  bylon) 


"252 The 20th.Plot againſt the Church c,20 


bylon) for his Work,, 1 Chron: 4. 23. which 
Scripture ſhows, * That Ezra Wrate thoſe 
'Two Books of the Chronicles after the Fews 
Return from their Captivity: but there were 
others, that might ſtay there upon more No- 
ble Accounts,as ( 1) Daniel did ani his Three 
Noble Companions, whoſe continuance there 
conduced more 1. for Gods Glory; for though 
thoſe Four eminent Servants of God were not 
Delivered from their Captivity, yet God got 
greater glory to himſelf in Delivering Daniel 
from the Den of Lyons, and the Three Nobles 
from the Fiery Furnace. 2.Twas alſo more 
for the Churches Comfort to have Four ſuch 
Friends and Favourites in the Court of Baby- 
lon.(whereher Adverſaries were Unwearied- 
Iy Circumventing her) than any Service they 
could do her in their own Land. 3. And 
*twas likewiſe more for the Worlds advantage, 
ſeeing by this very means, thoſe ſame Hea- 
theniſh and Idolatrous Kings and their People 
came to ſome Knowledge of the True God, 
as appears by Nebuchadnezzar's, Cyrus's, and 
Dariwss Proclamations : 2ly. Ezra (himleltf) 
and his Company came not (all of them) out 
of Babylon at the firſt Return upon Cyrus Pro- 
elamarion, Exzr. 1. 3. and2. 2, to 60. and 
7.1. and 8. 35. with Zerubabel : nor 3ly. did 
Nehemiah come up with Ezra, it being 13 Y. 
after his Return, Exzr. 7. 1. and Neh. 2. 1. 
and *tis much he ſhould Return at all, bag 
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the Kings Cup-bearer, a'place of great Truſt 
and Credit, yet 4 Maj of Religion 1s marvel- 
louſly Truſted with it, even by an Heathen 
King : *twasa ſtrange Work of God, that 
Artaxerexes ſhould ſhew Favour to a ſtranger, 
a Priſoner, and one of a Strange Religion, 
which he himſelf knew not, and which his 
Subjets Hated : And tis as ſtrange a Work 
of God, that Nehemiah, a Courtier, ſhould 
leave his Wealth, Eaſe, Honour, and Autho- 
rity (that he was in, ) and go fo far from 
Court as many Hundred Miles, to Dwell in a 
Tatter*d and Decay*d City , among a poor 
People, there to Drudge like a Day-Labour- 
er,and that in dayly danger of his life; there- 
fore is he moſt deſeryedly called and counted 
the 3d. Founder of that Church and Com- 
mon-Wealth after Foſhua and David : though 
Zerubabel began the Temple, and Ezra Re- 
ſtor*'d the Law, yet Nehemiah comes after 
and Compleats All;ſo became [The Comfort of 
the Lord] to his Church,according to the ſions- 
fication of his Name. (4ly) God had his Mor- 
aecas, (which ſignifies Pure Myrrhe , or Bitter 
Contrition,) 1ſt. 1n Babylon, and then (2) in 
Sbuſhan ;, he was carried Captive to Babylon 
about Ten Y. Old, in Feconiahs Captivity, 
2 Chron. 36. 10. Fer. 24. 1. Ezy. 22. 2, Eſth. 
2. 6, ( according to Junius, Dr. Willet, and 
Dr. L:ightfoor*'s Opinion ) Living about 110 
Year. This 2foraecas Returns to Jonjarn 
when 
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- when the Captivity was ſent back again to 
* their own Country by Cyr«s, Ezr. 2. 2. and 
there had Helped torward;their Settlement, 
ſo long as the Temple-Work was allow*d to 
go forward, but when that was Hindred by 
Cambyſes, (all his Life time) He (with many 
others) Return back again to their Old Reſt- 
dence into Babylonia, or Perſia : As ſoon as 
Darius had Conquer?d Babylon, Dan. 5. 34. 
he Models his Monarchy iato 120 Provinces, 
under 120 Princes, Dan. 6. 1. over theſe he 
ſets a Triumvirate, or Three Przſidents, be= 
ing Principal Princes, whereof Daniel (ſo well 
known in Babylon) was the Chief, v. 2. ſo was 
Removed from Babylon to Shuſhan the Metro- 
polis of Perſia ; compare Dan.7. 1, (then Das 
niel was in Babylon) with Dan.s. 1, 2. 2. there 
he was in Shuſhan. (which ſignifies a Lilly, ſq 
called,for its Beauty and DeleQable Scituati- 
on.) There was Nehemiah (as well as Daniel) 
Neh. 1. 1. waiting upon his Honourable Of- 
fice of the Kings Cup-bearer, and upon pro- 
moting the Churches Weal ; There got he 
his Commiſſion to go Governour to Feruſa-' 
lem for 12 Y. Neh,2. 6,7. and 5. 14. In no 
leſs ſpace of time could be hope to Refifie the 
Churches Deformation by a glorious Reforma- 
fron, which when (through the Good Hand of 
his God upon him) he had Accompliſh'd, he 
then Returns to his Office in Shuſhan again; 
Neb. 13. 6, 7. whoſe Back was 'no ſooner 
| turn'd 
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turn d but all Returnd again into Diſorder, | 
(as Exod. 32.8. Gal. 1.6. ) notwithſtanding 
their berter purpoſes and promiſes, Neh. 10, 
30, 39. he ſtays in Shuſhan about 12 Months, 
and yet the Devil (that 5 nvzg©-, or Great 
Church-Troubler)had in leſs than a Y.time no- 
torioully Disjoynted, what Nehemiah had ſo 
Happily Settled, Neh. 13.7, 8, &c. as he was 
Inquiſitive how it fared with the Church, Veh, 
1. 2, The Church was his greateſt Care, ſ[Om- 
nts in Aſcanio cari ſtat Cura Parentis, ] His 
Houovr in Shyſhan could not Satisfie him, ſo 
long as it weat 111 with Sor - he {till Enquires 
how his Reformation Remain'd, and he Under- 
ſtood, Neh. 13. 7. it was Deformed again, this 
puts him on getting another Congedelere, or 
Commiſſion at Court, and Haſtening to Feru- 
ſalem (where his Heart was before him) Re- 
forms all Diſorders, v. 8, 9, to 31. ſo leaves 
the Church in a moſt Bleſſed Eſtate,(1n deſpighe 
of the Devil and his Inſtruments) which con- 
tinued ſo for a long time after. * And (5) 
Gods care of his Church(whom he beſpeaks in 
the Phraſe of [' 24y People, ] Jer. 50. 4, 6. 
even in Babylon, ſendeth Ezekzel thither among 
the Captives, to Nouriſh the Seed of God a- 
mong them, Ezek, 1, 1,2, 3, who had His 
Comfortable Viſion by a Branch of the River 
Euphrates, (thoſe Waters of ow where 
many Godly Souls {at down and Wept at the 


Remembrance of Sion, Pſa. 137. 1, 2, £.) dio | 
that 
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that the Church was Planted in a Forreign 
Country for a long time, (even for 70 Y, 
The Lord moſt Graciouſly ſhewed her ſuch a 
Glory,as he had ſhow?d her at her firſt Conſti- 
tution into a Church-State'in the Wilderneſs 
by that Par of Glory ;, God ſheweth himſelf 
Here, as he had done There, out of a Cloud 
and Fire, v.4, 5. and from between Living 
Creatures Here , as there from between the 
Cherubims; God gives his Oracles to this 
Prophet Ezekzcl,who calls this Caytivity [ Our 
Captivity, ] Ch. 40. 1. and beſides him (6) 
many other Good Men, (as Heldai, Tobijah, 
Fedatah, and Joſiah, Zech. 6. 10, 14, who 
were Embaſladours from the Godly Fews in 
Babylon) together with thoſe Tradeſmen and 
Carpenters,( Religion being moſt really found 
amongſt the Laborious) cartied away In Fe- 
coniah's Captivity,whom Jeremy calls his Baſ- 
ket of Good Figs, Ch. 24. 2, and to whom 
God gives many Gracious Ptomtfes, v. 5. / 
bave ſent them out of Canaan for their Good, 
and v, 6, I will ſet mine Eyes upon them for 
Good, and v. 7: . 1 will give them an Heart to 
kyow me, and they ſhall be my People, for they 
ſhall Return unto me, Thus the falling out of 
Lovers is the renewing of Love;their AﬀiCti- 


- ons were Sanctify'd to them, God' Enforces - | 


them from Evil, and Entices them to Good ; 


 Heſawtotheir Safety in Babylon, and provi- 


KL nd for their Neceſlity there. Fehoiakim _ 
| _ © 
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alſo Feconiah) was Cpoke Kindly to, and done 
Kindly for by Evil Merodach at length, 2 Kin. 
25. 97, 28. having his Priſon-Rags Changed 
into Princely Robes, v.29.30. and (as the Rab- 
bins tells us) was truly Cenyerted, having his 
Heart changed as well as bis Habit and Al- 
lowance, as Manaſſch' had been before him, 
2 Chron. 33. 12,13. Ard thoſe Goed figs (no 
dovbt) did ſhare in his Comforts, getting 
good Eſtates and Reſpett in the Land of their 
Captivity, Fer. 29.4, t0 16. but the other 
Basket of Bad Figs, v.17. was not Happier be- 
cauſe at Home.,were caſt away as naughty Figs, 
or rotten Apples, and became moſt miſerable 
by -Zedekiahs and Tſbmacls Treachery 3. the - 
1/. againſt Great Nebachadnezzar, EZeK:; 17; 
The 24. againſt Good :Gedaliab,, Jer. 41: 2; 
God gather'd the Good Figs as his ſcatter'd 
Jewels, and ſtrung them; 2al. 3; 17.\but the 
Bad Figs hequitecaft away ; though good and 
Bad Figs were carry'd out,, yet in PLiftering 

Backets, and for Differmg Purpoſes,  _ 

The'Two Paskets of Figs retembled T'wo 
Breaſts, as the Hebr.Word Dodaim, or Du- 
daim'(Baskets) comes from Dodimer Duarm, 
Breaſts. Thus the Church at that time was. 
like the Nurſc-woman who hath one Breaſt 
ſound, good, and ſtrutting out 'with- trach 
Milk for nouriſhing her Tender Babe z, but 
' the other is naughty, rotten, ſhriink-up and 
dried away ; And yet, even 10 this BaSket : f 
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. bad Figs, God had his [erhe-1Miſpar] a ſniall 


Number, a poor Few of good Figs even among 
the bad ones, Fer. 44. 28. a ſmall Reſerve God 
had yet among them, to whom he was a btrle 
Santtuary, Ezek. 11.16. whereſoever they were 
ſeattreed : Still God Referveth a Remnant for 
Royal Uſe,even in the bad Basket,and in eA- 
Wes where no good Figs ſhould have come, it 

eing.Expreſly contrary to Gods Commands, 
Deurt. 17. 16, and his Commination, as the laſt 
and greateſt Plague, Dez. 28. 68.. and as ex- 
preſly contrary to his Prophets Counſel, Jer. 
42. 19, ſaying to them, Be Ruled or you will 
Rue it and be Ruined. Tis better for:you to 
be zz cold Irons, Priſoners at Babylon, where ye 
may ſerve the Lord among the good Figs, than 
to be ſerving the Idols of «Agypr at never ſo 
much liberty ; your Fathers brought ove Gol- 


_ den Calf thence, Feroboam Two, what may 


ou bring thence if you ſhould eſcape ? but 

now, All that learn their evil Manners, ſhall 
Periſh in their Puniſhments, v.22. To ſave this 
little Remnant alive (both from egyprs Sin 
and Puniſhment) God by a:marvellous'and' 
Special Providence, ſends Feremy and Baruc 
along with them thither, Fer. 43. 6. in Order 
to accompliſh that gracious Promiſe, 1/a. 27. 
13. They ſhall come, which are ready to Periſh in 
Afﬀſyria, and the Out-caſts in the Land of K- 
gypt, and ſhall worſhip the Lord in the Holy 
Aount ar Jeruſalem: When the P_ 
« , Tum- 
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Trumpet of Cyrus*s Proclamation ſounded5 
.God molt graciouſly promiſed to Protect thoſ® 
good Figs that were among the bad in Egypr4 
and in due time to bring them hack-again;yeaz 
and God further Promiſeth, There ſhall bz (not 
only) an High-way out of Egype, &c. as welt 
as our of Aſlyria, but alſo that 1frael ſhall be 4 
Third with both in the Communion of Saints, 
and Convey a Bleſſing to both, and then the Lord 
ſhall Bleſs, ſaying, Bleſſed be Egypt, my People; 
(a New and Honourable Title to them) and 
Aſlyria the Work of my Hands, (as Created a- 
'new-in- Chriſt) Eph.2, 10, 'and Ifrael my 1n- 
beritance, Iſa. 10.23,,35.. Thus weſee Gods 
Care of his Church in Babylon and in Egypr 
too, Defeating all the Devils Deſigns, which 
were to Deſtroy it every-where, as well as any- 
where: Now let us view the ſame” Divine 
Care and Kindnels to his Church when Re- 
moved to Perſia, at the Deſtruttion of Baby® 
lon, out .of which ſhe Fled, 1/a. 48. 23.'and 
52.11, and Fer. 50;8.. and 51: 6,45. Zach. 
24.6; 'Revel, 18. 4. For it was Cevoted to De- 
ſtruftion by Darizs the: Perſian ;, God had Re- 
fſerv'd an Holy Remnant for Royal Uſe even in 
Perſia, for not half of. the Fews Returned to 
Feruſalem at Cyrus Proclamation, (whatever 
Joſephus ſaith tothe Contrary, who makes the 
Returners to be above Four Millions)whereas 
Ezra makes them only Forty and 'two Thou- 
fand,' Ezra 2. 64, {Fen.or Twelve Thouſand 
wvfil; S 2 wheredf 


| 
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whereof might probably he of the Ten Tribes, 


that were firſt carried Captive, who toge- 
ther with Benjamin and Judah, make up the 
Aod'-Keguney or Twelve Tribes which the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks of, 4&. 26.7. Inſtantly ſerving 
God Night and Day, hoping to come to Hea- 
ven which plainly 1otimates hcow God care- 
fully keeps -his Covenant. in preſerving; his 
Church among them : Now, (I ſay) this'Peo- 
ple haviug lived a long ſeaſon ſafely..in a Far 
(thovgh a Ferraizn) Country, there they- had 
lived in-Pcace, enjoy'd their:Religion, gather- 
ed Riches; and had favourites \at Conrt,,fo 
were loth to trouble themſelves with removs . 
ing intotheir own Countrey,, where they wete 
{ure to mect'with much oppoſition, and ma» 
ny Enemies, the Samaritans and others. Heres 
upon many of them remained in Babylonizand 
Perſia 2s before ; yet God Eelivers them not 
over to the:Devil todo what he would with 
them, but Defeats his Deſign, even there alſo; 
As the Devil had his:Wicked Hamaz to: con- 
ttive the Churches deſtruction in .Perſie ; +10 
' God had his Holy Afordecat there for heripre+ 
fervation, before whon Hamar Falls and the 
Devils Plot in him:, : Now come we. to the 
moſt Eminent. Evidence. and: moſt pregnant 
; Proof of Divine Providence in Preſerving; the 
Chyrch of God againſt the devils moſt power- 
ful Plot Recorded in Sctipture : And in diſ- 
courſing upon.it, I ſhall not meddle _ the 

| 4 IMC- 
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Timeing of it, (which' fome Critical obſery= - 
ers of Chronology do place betwtzt Cyrus and 
Dar 1i#u#'s Decrees for re-butlding the Temple) 
but jhdll take it as it 1s' placed 1n Canonical 
Scripture, the very laſt Book that deſcribes 
the Hiſtory of the Church in the Old:T eſt a- 
ment, tO wit, the Book of Eſther ; wherein, 
though the Name. (Gvd) be not found, yet 
moſt Emineutly the Hand of God 1s found there 
in Capital Characters. And herein Obſerve. 
Two Principal parts ; 1. The Churches Dazx- 
ger, and 2, The Churches Deliverance , both 
exceedingly Eminent, even 1n Shuſhan the 
Head-City of Perſia, wherein - God had a 
great People reſerved and preſerved there, 
and ſcatter*d about 1n many other places, as 
will appear by the Sequel. Firlt, The Churches 
danger, m it Three particulars are obſerva- 
ble. 1. The Occaſion. of the danger ,, tO wit, 
Holy Mordecars refuſal of Bowing the kxee to 
roud Haman, (that.curſed Amzalakzte, a dead» 
y Enemy of the Church, and the Kings great 
Fayorite) both before he had obtained the 
Royal Decree againſt the Church, and after- 
wards alſo : 2ly. The Perſons, who were in this 
Emment Danzer,tO wit, not Aordeccat alone, 
(for he thought him alore too mean a Sacrifice 
below his RevengefuFRaze) bur alſo al the 
Godly Jews every-where diſperſed, #th.3.6. 
aud 3ly. The Danger it ſelf, to wit, (hot perſo» 
nal. oucly,. as that bt. D-r. 3.26. and Dap. 
. I 6, I4, 
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6. 14. but( an Univerſal and Utter Deſtruttion 
maliciouſly 'Intended by a Decree obtained 
upon falſe Informations that the Jews did not 
keep the Kings Laws, v. 8, "Thus Haman cloak'd 
his private Malice with publique pretences; 
Oh whata likely Tool had the devil now got 
to Work the Churches Rxine withal, to wit, 
the Adverſary and Enemy Wicked Haman, Efth, 
57.6, where hei1s painted in his proper Co- 
lours ; The Man-Adverſary, or Etbr. Iſh-tſar ;, 
che Church hath her Man-Adverſary (as well 
as Devil-Adverſary) a Man of might, and a 
great Favourite at Court, an Utter Enemy, a 
Sworn Sword-man of Satan (that old Man- 
ſlayer, (from whom Haman had drawn- this 
Ancient Enmity, Ger. 3. 15, and from curſed 
Amalck,' Exod. 17.8; He is (as pious Queen 
Eſther Brands him) our Anguſtiator, or Op- 
preſlor, and: ready to do all Hoſtile Acts a- 
gainſk us :' ?T'is this Wicked Haman, a Man of 
Miſchief, and the Worſt of Mankind, even 
Wickedneſs it ſelf, no better than a Byearth- 
ing Devil, fo prodigiouſly and peerleſly-pro- 
figate in his Plots and Projects againſt the 
Church, Now the devil begins his Plot by 
this fit Inſtrument, (as ſoon as he had ſet him 
aloft upon the pinacle of higheſt Preferment, 
and the King had commanded all his'Courti- 
ers to. Row. to him, Eſth. 3.1, 2. (1) In Ha- 
»1ans madneſs againſt Mordecai for his being ſo 
Stiff in the Ham as not tobead to Great ge 
T'F ihe dt gh ndebs = 
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Haman, with the cringing Courtiers at the Kings 
command. * That was enough for them, 
right or wrong; and ſo *tis in our Day. with 
Herodians, that will be of King Herods (or 
King Harr:'s Religion, whatever 'it be, many 
matters it not, ſo it have a Royal Sanction, it 
mult be doze, though they (themſelves) be Urn- 
done for ever for bo doing,; this Godly More 
decas could not go, not only becauſe Haman 
was a curſed Amalekire, whom God would 
have Jſrael ( not to Honour, but) to Deſtroy, 
Exod. 17. 14. Deut. 25. 19. 1 Sam. 15.3, but 
alſo, becauſe this kind of Bowing had a di- 
vine devotion in it, dxe to God gnely, and 
not ae to any mortal Man, quite contrary to 
the Law of his God, Deut.6. 13. and 10. 20,- 
Matth. 4.9. 10. Dan. 6. 13, It was not 
therefore a proud ſelf-willedneſs that made 
Mordecas io ſtift, ( notwithſtanding the Al- , 
lurements and Afrightments of the Courti- 

ers) but Fear of Sin, and Conſcience of Duty, 
and he would rather offend all the World than 
God and his own Conſcience; This enraged 
Hamar, to be lighted by a Caprtive-Few 

whom the Free-born Perſians Honour'd and 
Adored ; Inſomuch as he SwelPd like a Toad, 
and Glowed like a devil, (1) in deſigning his 
deſtruction, and the rather becauſe he was a 
Jew, whom he naturally hated, (as Fo/ephys 
faith) ſeeing they had Antiently deſtroyed the 
Amalekites, his Country-men, Eſth. 3. 3, 4, 5. 


9 4 (2ly,) 
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(21y.) His deſigning tocut off all his People:as 
well as Mordecas, it being below his.haughty 
Heart, and too narrow for his Revengeful 
Mind to be confined within the Compaſs of 
Killing one Captive-Slave pnly, but the Fire 
of his Rage will Burn up all the Fews that lay 
IN his way, v.6. 1, | In order hereunto he caſt 
Lots to find a lucky day-wherein to Accom+-. 
pliſh his Wickedneſs, which þy an over-ruling 
Providence was ordered (according to their 
Blind Superſtition)not to be till the February 
following ; ſo he remaiw'd in his Savage and 
Bloody mind almoſt 12 Months, from March 
to February, v. 7. When he had by his Sorti- 
legy (or rather, Sorcery) found out his Luck y 
Day, (though long to) he obtains a Royal 
Decree for the Execution of his Extenſive re- 
venge , by baſely Aſperſing the diſperſed 
Jews, calling them a certain People, as 1f the 
had not been worth Naming, Scatterd a 
as if that had been their Faxlr, not their 247- 
ſery, Diſperſed among the People, and therefore 
the more dangerous for Sowing Sedition , 
Their Laws are Divers from all People ; fo they 
were (indeed,) and (in their Enemies Judge- 
ment) Better Laws, Deut. 4. 6, 7, 8, Neither 
keep they the Kings Laws, that's falſe, (Ferem. 
29. 7. They Pray'd for Peace, &c.( fave only 
when Mans Law did contradict Gods,” as 'in- 
 Adoring of Haman + therefore *tis not for the 
' Kings Profit to ſuffer them,v;$. 9. &Cc, gr 
? BEV this 
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this ſordid Sycophant-filPd his Month with 
Arguments, (every Word having a ſhew; of 
Weight, and anſwering objettions about dams 
nifying the Tribute paid 1nro the Exchequer 
by the Fews for their Liberty of Conſcience) 
and all to Atchieve his deviliſh deſign: the 
then Credulous King (who in the cafe' of 
Vaſhti had been deliberate, referring the 
Matter to his Counſel, Eh. 1. 13, 15, t7, 
&c. now Raſhly Grants his Bloody requeſt; 
to do what and deſtroy whom he pleated; Res - 
mits the vaſt Sum ( even 3750000 [,- ſterl- 
ing) promiſed by Haman, the Jews Enemy, V.9. 
10, 11, and which he Hoped io Raiſe out- of 
the Spoil of the Fews. Then the Commitſhons 
were Written ( not with Black, but with 
Blood( in multiplied Cutting and Killin 

Words from his malicious Mind, and Seale 

with the Kings Signet given to Haman to 
make it Unalterable, v.12. Yea, and they 
were ſent away in Poſt-haſte by the fwifteſt 
Poſts. long before the Zucky Day, (to hold 
the poor Jews upon the Rack all that Inter- 
{pace)v. 13. And the Letters were not only 
Poſted away in all Haſte by the Kings Com- 
mandment, (as if he had been in Danger of 
his Crown) but were alfo Paſted up upon: e- 
very Poſt and Pillar, that all people ſhould be 
ready againſt the Day totake the Spoil of the 
Slain, v.14. and the King and Haman ſat down 
To arink, v.15. to drown the Noiſe of .Gon- | 
S ſcience, 
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* ſcience, and to declare their Jollity inthede- 

- ſtruftion of Gods People : Now {the Devil 
had a fair proſpeCt of his Game, having the 
Ball upon his oot, and got almoſt to the very 
Goal ; but now is God ſeen in the Mount,and 
makes him miſs his Game ; Oh what Fools 
did-God make of the Devil and his Haman ? 
helets them borh goto the very length of their 
'Tedder, and then pulls, Yea, plucks them back, 
with ſhame again. The Godly Fews had no 
place to flie to; none among the Calaees, 
Aedes, and Perſtans, to pity them ; none to 
own them, and then both God owns them, and 
they God ; which brings in the 24. General 
part, The Churches Deliverance, wherein is 
Obſervable, 1. Means Preparing to 2. Means 
Performing of that Deliverance in the Hand of 
the Almighty : 1. The Means Preparing were 
I. The Removal of Vaſhti from being Queen, 
upon her refuſal to come at, the Kings Com- 
mand : This mighty Monarch (who had ad- 
ded Seven Provinces more to his vaſt Empire 
than Cyrus or Darius had, ?Efth. 1.1. with 
Dan. 6. 1.) while he was Vain-Gloriouſly 
ſhowing to his Subjects the prodigious Glory 
of his Univerſal Command, bo could not Com- 


mand his own particular Wife, -v. 4. 12. this 
Contumacious Inſolency enrages Ahaſuerns, 
yet will Act nothing herein without the Ad- 
vice of his Councel, (for ſo was the ' manner, 
«v. 13.) not to be Arbitrary (in that mole Br 
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{olute Empire) altogether, but according to 
the Law, v. 15. Hereupon the King and 
Counſel Excldeth Yaſthi, (which ſignifies a 
. Drinker, ) and She, (the Fews Enemy, as 
Rabbins ſay)was Excluded,Jeſt the Ladies(who 
were Feaſting with her, ».6.) ſhould learn Im- 
periouſneſs by her example; Thus the Vanity - 
of this Royal Drinking Fealt was Stained by 
Degrading Yaſthi, (a Drinker) this ſad Cata- 
ftrophe was its End, and Eſther a poor Cap- 
tive Maid, yet Godly, and a faithful Friend to 
the Fews) was brought in by a marvellous pro- 
vidence into the Vacant Place, Efth. 2. 4. 9, 
15, 16, having decked her ſelf withthe white 
of Simplicity, with the Red of Modeſty, with 
the Sk of SanCtity, and with the Purple of 
Chaſtity, as Terrullian phraſeth it, (not as the 
otherVirgins)n«t ſetting out her Beauty with 
Sophiſtical Paint, bur in her Native Comelt- 
Neſs, and in that W:iſdommwhich maketh the Face 
to ſhine, Eccleſ. 8. 1. She wholly Reſted upon 
Divine Providence, and Profper*d accord- 
ingly, The 2d. Preparing Means, was Mor- 
decars Diſcovering the matter of Treaſon(of 
the Kings Two Porters, Bigthan and Tereſh) 
unto Ahaſueris : Thoſe Two Agy5ops/ogunants = 
(as the Gr2ek calls them) Keepers of the Door 
of the Kings Bed-Chamber, (fo had fair op- 
portuuity for Miſcheivous Treaſon, under that 
Great Truſt) conſpir&againſt the King, while 
he was in the - Glut of his carnal Concupt- 
p | {cence, 
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ſcence,Drowning himſelf in ſenſual Delights, 
not only in Deflowring ſo many Virgins,v.8, 
(four Hundred, ſaith Foſephus) but alſo Satia- 
ting his Guſt or Luſt upon his new Queen ; ſo 
dreading no Danger in this his Delightful 
Bed-Chamber ; then did thoſe Two Gentle-, 
men of his Bed-Chamber, or Chamberlains, 
Deſign his Death, being incenſed, that Yaſth; 
(to whom they had been Favourites) was De- 
poſed, and that they might Transfer the Em- 
pire unto Zaman the Fews Enemy, Eſth.2.21. 
| This Bloody conſpiracy was made. kyown to 

Mordecai(as he fat in the Kings Gate, v.16.) 
by a Few ({aith Foſephws) who was Servant to 
- one of. the Confpirators; or by themſelves, 
(aith Rab. Solomon) who either Diſcours'd of 
the Plot before him in a Language (they ſup- 
pos'd) he Underſtood not,(as our preſent plor- 
ters have done in French, and have been Un- 
derſtood and Diſcover®d) or they Sollicited 
him (being one of the Keepers of the Kings- 
Door alſo) to joyn with them : Hereupon 
he tells Eſther, ſhe tells the King, Inquiſition 18 
made into it, ( * thisPlot is not {muther®d,) 
& vw. 22, 23. the King lights not the Informati- 

" on, leaſt he ſhonld betray his own Life, and 
bring all into a Confuſion, as Gedaliah had 
done before him; Fer. 40. 8, 13, to 16. againſt 
whom (being envied for his Promotion, and 
for his Reyolt to Nebuchadnezzar, though he 


did ſo in Obedience to Gods Word by his 
r= 
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Prophet Jeremy) Treacherous Iſhmael, (ſome 
younger - Brother of the Blood Royal) and 
7 en Nobles of the Court whom the Grand 
Conſpirator had (probably) promiſed to Re- 
ſtore to their vrincipalitics when he ſhould 
be King, or at leaſt Vice-Roy) Fer. 41.1. do 
Traiterouſly conſpire: Thoſe Traitors had 
(1/t.) come to do their Homape to him, Ter. 
40. 8. and good Gedaliah i ncerely Swore 
he would proteft them to 'the utmoſt of 
his power, 'v: 9, 10. (2ly.) They came pup: 
—_ give him a Send viſit, (whom 
he Feaſt as familiar Friends,) Jer. 41. 1. not 
unlike to F/al. 41.9. Luke 14.1. Mat.26.23. 
Then thoſe-T4da's aſſaults him (when he and 
all his Gueſts were(as Toſephws ſaith) merry with 
Wine, and ſo, leſs able to Reſiſt) and flew him 
and all that were with him, v.23. and Seventy 
Samaritan Profelytes, who had not (i in the 
leaſt ) offended this Bratrſh\Butcher, v. 5,6, 7. 
All this *befalls this good Governonr by his 
own fond Credulity, tor che had a faithful In- 
formation of this Bloody Plot by Johanan and 
the Captains, Jer. 40. 13. Diſcovering to him, 
How the King of Ammon was the prime Engie 
zeer (out of bis Inveterate Hatred to / ſrael) in 
puffing up this young Gallant, and his Ten 
Deſperado Hettors, with Promiſes of Prefer- 
ment. (as before) v. 14. (notunlike to that In- 
fluence oxr preſent Plot hath had from the 
French-Court) Yea, and ghoſe —— 
| tne 
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thePlot do offer. their Service. to Prevent it 
v.-15.; but this Juſt Man (too much Ingenuorm, 
too- little Suſpitipes) was too ſecure, and would 
believe nothing, v.14,16, * Qui omnia Credit, 
&-..qui -nihil Credit ,, ex «Aquo -peccat. *Tis 
AO leſs a fault to believe nothing, than to. be- 
lieveevery thing. As Reports are not: to be 0: 
ver-heeded, ſo neither are they to- be over- 
ſlighted, eſpecially:where Life is concern'd, 
andmoſt eſpecially the Life of the King, or 
cheif-Governowr ; the latter whereof was Ge- 
.dalials Caſe, andthe former 1s this of Aha- 
Juerus, who likeawiſe King makes Inquiſition, 
to wit,. a thorough. Enquiry and Searching 
out to the Bottom, whether:.the Report were 
.Truce..or. No, 'Eſth: 2:23, well-knowing that 
.the Weal of the whole Land Depended main- 
1y..upon One Mans Safety ; and though Cru- 
el-and Crafty Iſhmael was ſucceſsful ſo far as 
(by his Deep Diſſimulation) to cut off. good Ge- 
 daliah (through his: want of an Honeſt Jealou- 
ay and many Qthers, to whom he made a ſhew 
of-4.mournful Mind with them, (5 his Croco> 
diterTears) that they might not miſtruſt him, 
Fer:41.6. Yet God Laugh'd his Plot to Nos. 
thing, -he loſt his: Deſign of making himſelf 
King, or Vice-Rey,, for though he did what 
hecould to conceal his Wickeaneſs, Jer.41.449. 
yet God will haye. all Barbarous- Murthers-to 
come, out to light though never ſo cloſely carry- 
ed ; Rumour out-ran him before he could get 
: ; away 
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away With his Prize ; Johanan hears of all his 
Butcheries, comes and makes a Reſcue to the 
Toy of the Peeple, V, IO, tO 13. Iſhmael eſcapes 
to Ammon (as our Conſpirators do to France) 
* which Defeat could not but be a greater vex- 
ation to his proud Heart there, than Death it 
ſelf; with what Peace, Honour, or Conſci- 
ence could this baſe Judas live in the Court of 
the Ammonites King, who had ſet him onto 
' Raiſe himſelf by the Ruine of . Gedalia, and to 
give him an Opportunity :of Invading the 
Country when they had none to prozef# them : 
Here I cannot paſs over. in Silence thoſe four 
Famous Remarques. The 1. 1s, That Divine 
vengeance purſued Iſhmael to Ammon, as ap- 

rs, Jer. 49. 1,2, 3. Amos. 1. 14.-and 2.2. 
which had. always 1nfeſted' Iſrael, and now 
Groſly 1njurd; (as if Heir-leſs)- fo is put un- 
der an Irreverſible Decree of Deſtruction for 
Three and-Four Tranfſgreſſions ; God knows 
what may in due time befal France for the 
like Sins. "The 24. Remarque is, Gods Freedom 
in his Choiſe: of Inſtruments for Deliverance : 
This Johanar was not Right, no more than 
Iſhmael, out of whoſe Wicked Hands he Deli- 
ver?d: the People, for though he pretended 
fair in that Act, and in his Addreſs to Jeremy, 
Jer. 42.:1, 2,3. yet this was all but Hatefut 
- Hypocriſie, v,23. and 43. 2,4, The 3d. Re- 
marque 1s, Divine Vengeance Purſues this De- 
lrverer when he ſtep'd out of Gods way into 
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©, o£oppt, as appeareth., Jer.43; 11. and 46; 
Me "hither thoſe perfidious Perſons 
are purſned Hot foor, for refaſing .to live in 
$.p00d Land, and according to Gods good 
Laws, as they had feignedly promiſed. The | 
4th.” famonsRemarque is this, God ſuffers ſome 
Secret Plots and Curſed Conſpiracies to Succeed 
more: and farther than others ;, yet all Baffled 
and 'Blaſted at all: Thus that againſt Geda- 
kab:had- 4 farther - Succeſs, than this againſt 
- Abaſuerws; "for Gedaligh did fall by. that 2+ 
gaihnſt him; kecauſe'of his Remiſneſs to find 
out the Treaſon : but Ahaſuerus did not fall 
by##5, or «t'was. fohmd out," Efth; 2.23. asall 


- - Freaſdnuſually is; for Adorvlorai had ſo pru- 
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denfly>Manap!d -rhe”/atrere; thathe could 
puaualty prove the Information, and did ſo, 
. wherenpon the(Traitors (whe) like-Bells, will 
, Neverhe well 1rd, until they. be well: Hanged) 
were both Hanged : on the Gallows, wearimg 
a-Tybirn Ire Latimer phraſed it; 
*whereof {fome'fuch like in-our day ſeem tobe: 
z Ambitious, but-muchJoy have they - of that: 
Ambition ts themſelves, though-they be Cas 
 nonis!d: for Saints thereby in the Remiſh-Ka- 
lendar.” Mordecass Diſcovery becomes the 
Kings: Deliverance, and the Traitotrs Deſtru> 
tion: "This memorable ACt is Erred into the 
Foirnal-Book, or puablick Records af Perſia, 
' * the King being anFEye-Witneſs of its Regi-/ 
alfing, yet Aderutecar's Good Servicewas _ 
« pe | Or- 
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forgotten,. God forgot nor Ahaſuerus, to Re* 
exce him for his Love to Eſther; and Kind- 
neſs to hey People by DeteCting and Defeating 
the damnable Plot of the Conſpirators againſt 
his Life ; but he ſoon forgers Mordecai, who 
from a Conſcience of Duty. and fear of God, 
became_ the Inſtrument of ſaving. his Life, 
though the whole marter was in his Chronicle- 
Book before him : However God (who had an 
Holy Hand in al this) forgor not Moxdecal, 
but brought to paſs great things by his Pro-- 
vidence, even out of the Kings forgetting him, 
and that Nothing was yet Done for Mordecai, 
Eſth.6. 1, &c. as is there at large related : 
* Gods time #5 the beſt, and we ſhall one day ſay 
\ ſo; let-us leave our At believingly with the 
\ Lord,neyer is there any. thing loſt by waiting 
\, Gods« Lea/ure.and Pleaſure, who both Bortles 
} upthe Tears and Books up the Groans of his. 
People, P/al.56.8. Yea, Writes down: all their 
Prayers in his Roll of Remembrance, Mal. 3. 16: 
and will not forget them as the Butler did Jo- 
ſeph, Gen. 40. 23: nor. as Ahaſuerns did Aors 
decai here; therefore went .all things Sadly 
with 'the Church after this forgerfulneſs ; Ha: 
man gets the Kings Decree to Deſtroy all-the*. 
Jews in the 12th. Month upon hs Lucky Day, 
Efth. 3.13. and his-revengeful heart being 
too Impatient of ſo long Delay, til chat day + 
came goes (inthe meantime) to get a Grant 
of Ahaſuerus to ODOR (the Kings. 
, . ed 
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Leliverer) beforehand, Efth. 5. 14. and 6, 4. 
Now the Devils game was at the faireſt,& the 
Church brought to a low ebb, Haman is come 
unto the King (for an Order to Hang Morde- 
cat; very early in the Morning, yea, ſo early, 
that Eſther could not poſlibly prevent him by 
begging of his Life, had ſhe heen never ſo De- 
- firous: Here was the lw-Water Mark, now 
the Tide begins to turn and the Wheel of Pro- 
vidence to Move moſt apparently in order to 
the Church's Deliverance, God loves to come 
& 13 Kergo in the very nick and Opportunity of 
time, God will be ſeen in the Mount, when there 
is a damp upon our Hopes, and a death upon 
our Helps :;, when We are low enouzb, and our 
Adverſaries High enough : Never was the 
Church lower, nor Haman (her Enemy ) higher, 
than that very Night, wherein God began to | 
ſtir, and to take thoſe fo!lowing famous fteps 
(all added to the Two former, 1. of Eſt- 
hers Advance in YVaſth?s Throne, and 2y. 
Mordecar's Saving the Kings Life from the 
Fraitors Hands) for adyancing Mordecai to 
Honour, whom Haman had Devoted to Hang 
up, and that before his own Door (to feed his 
Eyes the better upon ſo Happy a Hang'd Spe- 
.- cle )) upon a Gallows fifty Cubits high, 
(which was well ugh Thirty Yards in height) 
for the greater Diſgrace of Mordecas to be 
ſeen thereon far and near,” -The 34. famans | 
$tep God takes, is the raking away of the K ings 
Sleep 
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Sleep from him that very Night, Sleep is a Giff 
of God which he giveth to Man and takerh from 
him according to his good Pleaſure, P/ad. 127.2; 
This great King, that commanded an 127 
Provinces, cannot command ſo much as an 
Hours Sleep for himſelf when he pleateth : It 
was God char kept him awake for excellent 
Ends. Gods 4th. Step was, The Kings Cem- 
mmanding to bring the Book of Records to be Read 
before him, the better to deceive that Tedious ' 
time of his lying Awake : Had not God over- 
ruPd him, he might have CalPd for his Wive#, 
Concubines, —_ whereof he had a- 
bundance : NothingVut H#:/tory mult be call'd. 
for to Comfort him, and thereby God put 
ſmall Thoughts into his mind for great Purpo-- 
ſes, as the Scruple God caſt into the Head of 
' our Henry the 8th. about his Marriage, be- 
came the occaſion of Unhorſing the Pope 1n 
England, &c. The 5th: Step God takes here,, 
Eſth. 6. 1,2. that the Reader of that Perſian 
Hiſtory or Chronicle ſhould be (by Gods Se- 
cret Providence) directed to Read that very 
Story of Mordecai's Saving the Kings Life by 
Diſcovering the Treaſon againſt him, (like as 
the Eunpch was, AG. 8. 30, 32. to that place, 
in Iſaiah, Ch. 53.78. and Auſtin to Rem. 
13. 14. the main means of their Converſion) 
not turning to that place purpoſely, neither 
the oze, nor the other of all the Three, (nO' 
doubt but Gods Hand in the Margin pointed 

| T 2 | him 
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him zo 1t..) The 6h. Srep God takes in his Pro- 
vidence Is, That Noble and right Royal Mind 
God ſtirr'd up in the King, to enquire, What 
Honour hath been done to Mocdecai for thts, N. 3, 
T urpe oft Regi,  Beneficijs Vines ;, *tis too fordid 
for mighty Kings «to be ungrateful to their 
moſt Loyal Subjects, and not to Reward thoſe 
that have been Inſtruments of Saving their 
Lives God makes Ahaſuernus Reflect upon 
' thegreat Crime of his own Ungratefulneſs to 
Mordecas for ſo great a Service. Gods 7th. 
Step, 1s, his Ordering it ſo, that thoſe Gentle- 
men of the Kings Bed-Ghamber ſhould be by, 
who were ingenious, alld had a Kindneſs for 
Mordecai, whom yet they knew a great Eye- 
fore to Prince Hamar ;, and had thoſe youn 

Courtiers been as envious as Haman, and dif” 
affected to Mordecasi, they might have extenu- 
ated his good Service, and minded the King 
of h's Decree againſt the Fews, or have told 
Ahaſuerms, as the Apocryphal Additions, 
Eſth. 12, 5,6. telleth, that he had been Re- 
warded ; but they candidly Anſwer, T here #s 
nothing done for him , not Grudging (as *tis 
common with Courtiers) to have others come 
over their Heads. Gods 8th.. Step Is, That 
Mordecai ſhould not have any preſent Recom- 
pence for that eminent Service, but that he 
Thould wait Six Y. (faith Lyra) and yet have 
no Reward, efpecially from a King of Perſia, 


whoſe Kings had uſed to be very Bountiful to 
| | thoſe 
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thoſe that Deſerved well of them, as Herods- 
tus, Xenophon, and Plutarch, largely Relates. 
*Tis probable, a Reward was at Firſt Decreed 
for him, but he being a Few, its Execution was 
for ſome time (through »{amans. Influence) 
obſtructed, and at laſt it was altogether for- 
gotteri till now. However Haman (and the De- 
vil his Maſter) had a Wicked, the-great God 
had an Holy Hand in 'it, thatit ſhould be de- 
ferr*d to a fitter opportunity. , wherein he 
might be more Glorifi?d in the Preſervation 
of his People, and in the Deſtruction of his 
Enemies, at the. Dag Seaſon. Gal. 6.9. Let us 
not therefore be weary of Wel-doing, God 
Times all his Mercies well, and well ſees when 
they will be moſt Sweet and Seaſovable, 1/, 
30, 18, Gods 9th. Step, 1s, The: Jdarvellous 
Providence, that Haman (himſelf) ſhould be 
preſent at that Junfture, when-God had cor- 
rected the Kings Forgetfulneſs, 'and now had 
put .it into his Heart to Reward Mordecas, 
Efth. 6. 4. ?Tis true; his carnal Friends bad put 
this Revengeful Wretch onward 3n his. pride 
and revenge, (adding fe! to his: flaming fire.) 
They ſaid to him, {7s Morrow ſpeak, thou ta 
the. King, &c.] Ch. 5. 14. Hereupon he gets 
early up, (ſleeping that Night as badly as. 4- 
| haſuerws)) comes by Morning-light to. procure . 
a Warrant for Morgecas's Execution: yet al 
this was of God, (for it is not in Man to order his 
_ en way, Jer. 10, 22.) that Haman {himſelf Y 
Sit T 3 ſhould 
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ſhopld, to his greater Vexation, preſcribe the 
Honour that muſt be'done to Aordecas, and 
that ata time when he was come to get hin 
Hang'd,'yea, and with full confidence to com- 
aſs his Defign, thongh for' no other Crime 
wo not criuping to him ;, neither Hamas: nor. 
the Devil (himſelf) had any thing elſe to ac-. 
cuſe Mordecat of, for -heis Qne of thoſe few in 
Scripture-Record, thatiboth lived and dyed: in; 
Glory, being no where taxed' for any Groſs 
ſin, that we read'off; -Gods 10th. Sep, is, The 
 Wongderful--Diſuppointmint - ke brought upon 
this Wicked Ambitionift. Wamar comes mer- 
rily into the-Kings Prefence as ſoon as called; 
(tis ſtrange that Abaſuernw Conſultgdnotwith 
his Courtiers who'thert attendpd wpor his per- 
fon; no, God wil-have Hamnmto be the Coun: 
ſellour) coming in for another purpoſe,a miſ- 
eheivous one againſt AMordeoai, and is aſſured 
it: would .be but- Difum ,>FaFum, the King 
would not ſay him Nay ; - but God Over-rul 
all : * Ahaſuerns asks » Hamans Advice [Whas 
fhall he done, v.6.7] by an overpowering Pro- 
vidence he names not theMax whom he would 
Honour; Haman miſtaking himſelf to be the 
Hap meant, doth moſt hberally Adviſe'to alt 
Punctilio*s of Honour, and as Aſpiring to the 
Kingdom, he affets the Crown-Rayal it-ſelf, 
&. 8, (which becauſe it was not praQticable, 
the King leaves it out of- his Commiſſion.) All 
this Honpur Che expected to bimſetf) he 1s. 
1/1 _ 
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commanded to confer upon Mordecas, whom 

he hated, and would have Hanged, Thus had 

he made a Bridge of his own Sh , and down 

he falls into the Ditch, which was but a Pre- | 

lude to his final Fall at laſt, Thus Qxos Dems 

Deſtruit, Pementat, when God hath a mind to 

Urndo:a Man, he firſt Infatuates him : Oh what 
a Faol God made of Hamar here, he comes in 

toithe King with his Head full of Hopes, but 
goes out. with his Meare full of Blanks, (as in a 

Cheating Lottery) his big Expectations ends 

in groſs Diſappointments, the Kings own 

Horſe mult be the Gallows on which /Aorde- 
cas mult ſafely and ſtately Ride in Triumph, 

and the lofty Gallows which Haman had e- 

rected for Mordecas, now groaneth for him- 
ſelf : Hamans malice. (which would hear no 
delays, for he could neither S/cep in Quiet, nor 
Eat with Content) againſt Mordecas, '1s mira- 
culouſly Converted to- a conferring fuch, an 
Honour upon him, as the King or his Courti- 

ers would neyer have thonght-on to have done 
him, had-not Haman (himſelf ) CounſelPd tt 
to bedone ; it-is eaſie to be Imagined how the 
Kings peremptory Precept, wv. 10, \. did Stab 
Haman to the Heart,who muſt now(perforce) 
Honowr him whom he Hop'd to Fung,. Cloth 
him with.;Royal Robes , whom he Hop*d- to 
Strip of his own ordivary Raiment, Help him 
_ - Ppuponthe Royal Horſe, whom he Hop'd to 
Help Up upon the lofry Gallows, and then 

k T 4 (when 
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(when put down into his Grave) to Hop and 
Danceover him ; Prepare a Lriumph for him, 
for whom he had prepared Ruine, Proclaimhis 
Loyalty (the cauſe of that Honour ) asa Ori- 
er; for whom he had procured a Deſtroying 
Decree of a Traitor ; and laſtly, ke muſt run 
at Mordecai”s Stirrup as a Lacquey, and as his 
Slave and' Underling ,- being then a Great 
Prince, and the Kings'greateſt Favourite; -Oh 
what a Cutting and Killing Coydolixm muſt all 
this needs be unto Hamans Haughty Heart; 
*ris a Wonder his Heart barſt nor, but that 
Ged would not have him to ſave the Hang- 
man his labour, and therefore his ſordid Spi- 
fit truckles and crouches todo all thoſe Offi- 
ces of Honour which he would have Monop 
72d to himſelf: * Oh turn afide (with Adoſes) 
topaze awhile upon this Work of Wonder : 
The King _—_ Intention (in all this) to 
croſs Hamans Humour, or to thwart him in 
- his' malicions Ambition, not knowing any 
thing (as is ſuppoſed) of the Difference be- 
tween him and Aordecai., but 'Gods aN-paiver- 
ful Providence brought at this about for ef- 
feating hiw-own ends; which cannot but' ever 
be exceeding good, ſeeing his Wil is not-only 
Refa, but, Regula, the Rule Ruling, never -ſe- 
ver?d from his Wiſdom: (1 ) Behvld here how 
Men (by a ſecret Working of the Divine 
Hand) accompliſheth the Will of God, which 
. they think not of, but are fulfilling at 
| | wills, 
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wills. (2) Behold here: (as in a Mirrout) how 
the Holy God over-ngles the WickedWills and 
Wiles of Men in all their Aﬀairs, Counſels, 
Times and Turngfor the fulfilling of* his own 
Will and-Decree even then, when they think 
leaſt of Serving. his Providence. (3) Behold 
here the Exceltency of True Piety, *tis a con- 
ſtant and ufichangeable'Bleſling whether Ad- 
vanced or Abaſed ; Godly Mordecai's Motto 
was, [Semper Idem] always the ſame Man, nei- 
ther Puff*d up with Honour, nor Preſſ*d down 
with D:ſhonowr, as to0 many be ;, a ſmall wind 
| blows upa Bubble, all this Honour no whit. 
over-joys Mordecas, he comes again to his old 
place, v. 12, and in his old habit firs quietly 
down their, neither envying his Sperioxrs,nor 
Inſulting over his /»feriours, nor moleſting his 
Equals, &c, but committing his Concerns to 
Gods good Pleaſure and Providence ; this is 
the Godly Mans, Gui/e, Pſal. 131. 1,2. and 
his Goodnefito do ſo, 1 Petr. 4. 19. (4) Behold 
here the Baſenef of baſe Impiety, every Diſap- 
pointment Unhinges their Diipoſitions as this 
did Hamans, he haſted to his houſe mourning, 
he fretzed at himſelf, that he ſhould be ſuch a 
Fool as to preſcribe ſuch Honour to a Man 
before he knew who the Man was that ſhould 
be ſo Honoured : he made an-account to have 
us merrily to the Queens Banquet when he 

ad Truſsd up Mordecai, but now (this For- 
twne Ludibrium, Fortunes Play-fool) not av] 5 
ml. 
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miſſing ef Mordeca?s murder; but made to do 
' him publique Honour in ample manner, and 
all by his own DireCtion ; this went- like a 
Dagger'to his Heart and GalPd him above 
meaſure, he pu!s his Cap over his Eyes, as aſha- 
med to look any inthe face, ſo Bladder-like is 
the mind of a proud Carnal mar, that filled 
with Earthly Vanities (which are but Wind) 
It -prows great and ſwelleth to a None-ſuch; 
but if pricFd with the eaſt Pin of a peirring 
Diſappointment, it preſently ſhriveleth into n0- 
thing. Thus Hamarn retires Home for his Pri- 
vacy.there his own Wife and his Wizzards, 
(whom he Conſulted for his Luckie Day) when 
he expected Comnſel and Comfore: from them, 
Read him his Doleful Deſtiny, v. 13. they all 
prove as cold Comforters now, as they had been 
bad Counſellors before + while Haman is griev- 
ing at this D:/appointment at Home, as well as 
at that abroad, he is Hurried away (the King 
and Queen ſtaying for him) to that fatal Feaſt, 
(where Haman pays the Reckoning of all with 
his own'Life) v. 14. Harbonah 'Haſtens him, 
whoſe Stomack was now full enough. already, 
and would rather have been excuſed : Now 
the Churches Deliverance draws, near, being 
thus notably Provided for by 1. thoſe Prepar- 
ing Means, and no. leſs notably Promoted by | 
(2) thoſe Performing Means, Uſed 1.to God. 
2, tothe King. .1.to God, ſo the Fews and 
Mordecai falls upon 1. Weeping. 2.f Pings 
3. 4) 
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3. Lying in Sack:cloth and Aſhes, Ch.4.1,2,3. 
This was the way to get in with God, though 
they might not come tothe Courr, this ſhows, 
God had his Remnant of Godly Fews, even 
in Perſia, ſuch as now were mourning before 
the Lord, but dare not be murmuying Or muti- 
nying againſt the King and Haman : ſuch as 
begin at the rzght end of Duty, to wit, Humi- 
kiation before God, then 2.to the King an Ad- 
dreſs is made by Eſther ,, not without ſome Re- 
Whancy ;, that God might make it ſucceſsful, 
Eſther injoins a Four Daies Faſt, 1. by her 
Self, 2. by her Maids, 3. by Mordecas, 4, by all 
the Jews in Shwſhan, Ch. 4. 12, 16. * God Ac- 
cepts of all their Prayers, ard the King of 
Efbers Addreſs at her Feaſt. Haman is hang'd 
(before his Luckie Day came) upon his own 
Gallows, and Aordecat is Honour'd, all rurns 
to the contrary, God Laughs the Plot to No- 
thing, and the Church is advanced. See Prov. 
4.15, and 11,8. Pſal. $3.3. Dent.21. 34. 
Eſth. 7.9. and g. 1, 3, 4. the Church (in Ci- 
ty and Country) keep Yearly Two Dales of 
Joy to God for this Great Deliverance, v.17, 
to 29, Now when God ( by his Wonder- 
Working Providence) had brought Godly 
Eſther to be Queen, Shecame to the Kingdom 
deſigned by a Divine Decree) for the Churches 

Deliverance, Eſth. 4. 14. and had made Mor- 

Aecat the Second Man in the Kintdom, being 
next unto the King, Eſth, 10.3. 2nd + 
ho High- 
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Higher than ever Haman was, for he wore a 
eat Crown of Gold, Eſth. 8. 15. 'which (we 
ead not) Haman had any like : Then the 

Church had Light and Gladnef,, v. 16. Light 

z ſweet, ſaith Solomon, Fcclel. 11,7. eſpecial- 

ly to thoſe that had been ſome Months ſhut up 

(by Haman ) in the Dark Dungeon of Deep 

perplexity, E/th. 3. 15. from that time walk- 

ing in the very Vale of the ſhaddow ( the 

Darkeſt fide) of Death, Pſal, 23. 4. yet there 

God takes his Church by the Hand and /eadr 

her through that Dark Entry into Light and 

Gladuef, The Churches Light had been ſown 

for her upon a ſafe Soil, P/al. 97.11. All the 

time of. Hamar's Heart-grieving Grandeur, 
it lay under the Clods, as Seed under-ground, 
for a while Unſeen, but now *tis R:ſex up for 
the Righteoms, and their Seed-time brought in 

a Bleſſed Harveſt , Pſal. 126. 2, 5, 6. when 

Haman was faln from the Pallace to the Gal- 

lows, and from the higheſ#Stage of Honour, 

to the loweſt Stair and Step of Ignominy : thus 

Sings the Poet, 

Ludit in Humants Divina potentia Rebus. 
Gods Proyidence often rofſech Great Favou- 
rites Jike a Tennis-Ball, now «p, and now 
down, from.the higheſt Honour to extream In- 
famy,when Hamans Greatneſs was Hang'd up, 
and. himſelf wrap*d-zp in a ſheet of perpetual 
ſhame': then Shuſhan (the Lilly, Hebr.) and 
the Church (theLilly, Car. 2. 3.) now m_ 

mo 
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moſt Lightſome and Lovely ;, and that Luckie 
Day (as Haman had Deen'd it, but was Des 
luded by the Devil) had Ceceived the Ha- 
maniſts, and by a ſweet and Gracious Provi- 
dence was twrn'd to the contrary, to wit, an wn- 
luckie and Bloody Day to themſelves who. had 
deſign'd it a DeſtruCtive Day to the Church, 
Efth. 9. 1, 4, 6, 10, 16, Now the jollity of 
the Jews began, being deliver'd from their per- 
plexity, by Standing for their Lives : _ 
the Thirteenth day(Hamans Luckie Unluckie- 
day) on the very next (the 14th.) day, they 
made a day of Feaſting and Gladnef, v. 17. 
not deferring one day longer, while the mer- 
cy was freſh and yet of Recent Remembrance, 
they Proclaim the Praifes of their Delivering- 
God, and ſpeak good of his Name, coveri 
Gods Altar with the Calves of their Lips, an 
paying their Vows to the Lord : Yea, andon 
the 15th. too, they do the ſame, (as if one day, 
the 14th.) had been too little, wherein to 
Magnifie Gods mercy (in Pſalms and Sacrifi- 
ces of Praiſe) and to Teſtifie their own 
Thankfulneſs to him for their Lives, Liberties, 
and Eſtates, ſo lately and ſo Liberally Reſtor- 
ed to them, v. 18. and the Obſervation of 
thoſe Three Daies(the former as a Faſting.the 
latter as Feaſting Day, as ſay ſome,) became a 
Standing Law for both City and Countrey, 
. 20, 21, not as any Addition to the Word 
of God, but onely as a Sacred Memorial - 
ens 
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this ſo Remarkable and Memorable Mercy, id 
turning them from Mourning unto Mirth, &, 
v;22, from the Faws of moſt dreadful Death, 
ints.the Joys of a maſt Glorious Deliveraifte: 
Thus God can turn. (and hath often turned) 
the Churches Sadref into Gladnef,, her Sigh 
:#g:int0 Sizging, and her Tears into Triumph: 
all Hamans and Hamaniſts ( notwithſtandin 

all their Fraud and Force, Craft and Cruelty) 
ſhall find to their Coſt that there ts no Inchant- 
ment againſt Jacob nor any Divination againſt 
Iſrael : Yea, it ſhall be ſaid of the Church, Qh 
what hath God wrought ? Numb. 23. 23. Such 
Savoury Diſcourſe the Godly Jews were Ap- 
pointed to have upon thoſe Daies of Purim, 
{{o- called, for a Brand on Hamans caſtin 

Pur or Lots for a Luckie Day) as we ſhould 
have for our Deliverance from the Devils Wa- 
-zer-Works in Eighty-Eight, and from his Fire- 
works on that famous fifth of November. This 
Annual Feſttvity, Efth. 9.23, 26, 28. was 0 
Solemnly enjoined, that Yearly. the Few? 
ckept it until the- Coming of Chriſt , and 
do :indeed (though Abuſively ) Keep it to 
this Day, counting and calling all that Croſs 
them, ſo many Hamans, and Fondly pleaſe 
themſelves with Hopes of being Revenged 
of them, as their Fathers were of this Ha- 
man, The Aſemorial of the Matttr of their 
Faſting, v.31. (molt probably on the 13th. 
Day) and of their Feaſting ( on the Two 
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following Daies) was not to Periſh from thety 
Seed, but to be perpetuated from one Ge- 

tion to another, and therefore was Re- 

ailtred for Poſterity , that the People whiah 
ſhould be Created, might Praiſe the Lord, 

Pal. i02, 18. ( Popiſh Perſons. keep not the 
14th. of February ſo well in their Vain Ya- 

; lentines , ) and leaſt they ſhould ſhght and 

ſlack their Sacred Service, Queen Eſther and 

Prince  Mordecas did Confirm the Letter / 

(Writ in the Y. foregoing ) in the Y. fol- 

lowing , v. 20, 29. And Moradecas (all his 

' | Life) kept his Dignity, Seeking the Weal of 

| bs People, and Speaking Peace to all His 

| Seed, v.30,31. and Ch, 10.3, God Raid 

' | him up for the Comfort of his Church, not 

onely in ſpeaking Good of and for His 
Countrey-Men, ( then Living in the 127 
Provinces) to the King, Promoting their 
Proſperity to the Utmoſt al his Lates, but 
alſo in Speaking Proſperity to all their Po- 
ſterity, providing for Future, that after 
his Death, the Weal of the Church might *» 
be continued : How long this laſted , the 
Scripture-Hiſtory ( which extendeth no fur- 
ther) doth not Expreſs: To know there- 
fore how it Fared with the Church after-, 
we'muſt have Recourſe to Scriprure-Prophe-. 
ſe, for Scripture-Hiſtory gives onely ſome 
ſhort. Intimations thereof, as Ger. 49. 10, 
tells us, How, the Sceprer ſhould not De- 
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part from Judah, nntil Shiloh ( or Chriſt) 
come; and Zyxk,3. (in the Genealogy of 
Chriſt) Sheweth how Gods Providence mage 
Good that Precious Promiſe, in giving Da- 
vid a Lamp or Light in Feruſalem, until 
Chriſt the Son of David was. Born into 
the World : Even all the Prophets (the 
Greater and the Leſſer) do. Prophecy of 
the future Eſtate of the Charch from their 
own prefent Time, and of the Coming. 
of Chriſt, which ſhould make the Glory of 
the latter houſe to Exceed the Glory of 
the former ; But more eſpecially the Pro- 
phet Daniel Writes a Prophetical Hiſtory 
of the Church during that Interſpace of 
Time, in Chap. the 7c, he Declareth his 
Viſion'of the Four Monarchies which trou- 
bled the World , eſpecially the Church , 
from the Firſt Riſing of Neburchadnezzar , 
till the coming of the Everlaſting King- 
. dome of Chriſt in the Goſpel. In Chap. 8. 
9, 10, 11, and 12. Chriſt ( Himſelf ) comes 
# him. and gives him a Revelation (as 
he did to John in Patmos)) how it ſhould 
Fare with the Fewiſh-Church under their 
Powerful Enemies, until the Fury of Ar- 
tiochus Epiphaies , ( Polybius calls him Epi-. 
manes , the Mad-Man, their worft Adver- 
ſary) was over : Daniel Declares, How 
this Mad Arntiechus would Violate the San- 
Etuary , and*Calt downs Religion _ 
rt 
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Ditt: for Three-Y. and an Half, © or | 1299 
Daies., yet Comforteth the « Church with 
;# Cordial,, That He who Waiteth and. 
iveth Forty Five. Daies more ,' ſhould ſe© 
* Pnd of Amtochus, 'and of all his Craf- 

and Cruel Plots againſt the Church ; and 

t in Fulnef of Time, the Maſſiab would 
come-to Frniſh Tranſgreſſion , and to bring #1 
Everlaſting "Righteouſneſs , &c.. Dan. '9. 24. 
and - Change Te National : Church» of the 
Fews, ( therefore” much Waſted then ) be- 
cauſe Shortly to be Changed into Congrega- 
tional-Churches.by the Goſpel ,. Gal. t. 22: 
1 Theſſg2. 14. - To. know more particularly 
how Goddealt with the Fewiſh-Church'1n all 
that Interſpace of Time betwixt the Hiſtory 
of the Old and New-Teſtament, Corſult the 
Following Chapter, where that State of De- 
fettion (wherein Chriſt found them at His 
Coming) is largely Related. 
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CH A P...XXI.. 
| HEN the Bleſſed Meſſiah (Qcas* 
44 dewnO, God-Man# was Born it” 
to the 'World, he found his Bee: 


 _ thren the Church) a3 Foſeph did 
His, Gon, 37; 17, Indeed Ju Dothan, Hebr. if 
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Defettion,as the Word fignifies: The Devil tad 
Debauched- the Fews. moſt : Deſperately, 1v 
that ſcarce /were there Four or fewer;th 

Waited for the Conſolation of : I{rael, to wit, th 

Birth of 'Chriſt,, which was ever the beſ. Cor- 
dial that the Lords Prophets propos*d to the 
Church'in Ir moſt Does Condition in 
foregoing Ages, as 1/a. 9.6. and Zach.:9.9, 
and Mal.'4.2, &c. That Chriſt 1s given to 
the World; 15 the Sum of all the good'News 
inthe World, and affordeth ſuch Joy as ſur- 
paſleth the Three Grand Worldly Joys, the 


' * Joy of Marriage, the Joy of Harveſt, and the 


Joy of Yi&ory; Ifn.9g.3.5,6.. yet the giewiſh- 
Church was A that timeinſucha $ ”.,- 7 
fettion, that they Generally minded ze not, 
though then a very plentiful Harveſt, a great 
Number of Eleft among the poor - Gentiles 
were Ready — » Matth. 9. 37. Luk; 10. 2. 
Joh. 4. 35. This Defection of the Jews: was 
foregold by Danzel, (that: Ih-Chamudeth or 
greatly Beloved Prophet) Speaking of moſt 
Sad Calamities that ſhould befal them (both 
before and after the coming of Chriſt ) for 
the over-Spreading of Abomination , Chap. 9g. 
24, 27. with Ch, 8. 23.-When the Tranſgreſſi- 
ons are come to vhe full, that is, when the Fews 
were notoriouſly Degenerated, then 'did God 
ſet that Brearffing-Devil ( Antiochus.) over 
them, as a puniſhment of their publique Im- 
piety , and prophane Apoſtacy : This was 
abat which procured a Commillion to this: 


Fierce- 
\ 
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Fierce-Countenanc?d, or Hebr. Brazen-Fac'd). 
King for Deſtroying Wonderfully the Holy and 
the Mighty People (who while they were Holy, 
Keere fo ighty as to be Inconquerable, but 
now being Revolted from God, as Weak as 
Water) both by Power and Policy, Chap. 8. 
24,25. Then was the Glorious Land, Judea, 
(as Damel calls it, Ch. 11. 16, for its having 
the Service of God ſet up in it above all 
Lands) cruſhed afunder, as Corn lying. betivixt 
Two heavy Milſtones, that 1s, betwixt . the 
King of the South, Ptolomy, and this King of 
the North, Antiochis,called a vile Perſon, v.21. 
though he affefted the Name of Epiphazes, or 
Famous, yet this was his true Title with God, 
Pſal. 15.4. and though he be an Abominable 
vile Perſon,when Gods Juſtice Required ſuch 
a Scourge to his People, His Heart muſt be ſet 
again the holy Covenant, v.28, towit, againſt 
the Fews, Gods Covenanters ; and againſt the 
True Religion, which made that Land more 
Beautiful and Glorious than all other Lands, 
Exzek, 20, 6. He ſhall enter into the. Glorious 
Land, Dan. 11.41. and ſhall make Havock of 
Gods people, (Revelling in their Ruines)and 
ſhall ſet up the Abomiination of Deſolation (to 
wit, the Abominable Idol of Jupiter Olympirs : 
in the Holy Temple : Yea, and the Renegado 
Fews (which firſt forſake the Covenant, then do 
Wickedly againſt it,) Comply privily with hint 
in all this Wickedneſs,.30,32.afd 2 Marca.. 
| V 2 H& 
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He (by their Afliftance) praiſes and- proſ- 
pers, t#ll the Indignation be OBI get V. 36. 

in Gods revenging the Quarrel of his, Cove 

nant : notwithſtanding this vile Villain, this 
Turbulent and Truculent Tyger, God had 
turn*d looſe upon his People to puniſh their 
ſins, and though he praftic'd and profper'd {0 
far in his prodigious Prophanity, as to on the 
Truth down to the Ground, bath the Profeſſion 
of Truth, and its profeſſours, Dar. 8. 12. yet : 
the Devil loſes this Game alſo with 44 the 0- 
ther his Games aforeſaid in the Old Teſt, Hi- 
ſtory : For the moſt great and gracious God 
comes in with moſt Comfortable Allays, (ſo 
Spoils the Devils Deſign.) The 1f, Alay is, 
the Palmoni Hamadabbay, Hebr. or molt Ex- 
cellent Speaker or Numberer Chyeft, Numbers 
the Time how long this Scourge ſhould con- 
tinue upon Gods People, concerning their lofi 
of the daily Sacrifice, Kc to wit, only Five or 
Six Years or thereabaut, - Dax. 8. 13, 14. this 
. was a Sweet Cordial to them, that it ſhauld be 
for no ooger time, much leſs, not for Ever : 
* now if the proper and genuine Senſe of that 
Text and Type be Applied to Antichrift, ty- 
pified by Antiochus, (as moſt Learned Men 
Concur) then it may be as comfortable for 
* us toconſider how Chriſt, the Meſſias, made- 
rates the Mattcrs of the Romiſh-Anticbrift , 
(though his Wicked practiſes do profper for 
a time, as A.12.1,2,3.) yet due _—— ; 
F . ets 
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ſets to his proud Waves, Fob 38. 10, 11. asto 
the Sea or Dean: ſd to the See of Rome, as he 
gid in the Marian D s, (of Abhorred memo-. 
ry) which laſted nq Miles than thoſe of Az- 
r:ochas, to wit, about Five or Six Y. and as he 
promiſed to do, R Revel. 2.10, The 24. Allay, 
* was, Chriſt comforts the Church with telling 
' her, not only, that her Trouble under Anrio- 
_ we - a a 1h Boy ow! Seven- 
ty aS1t laſted Jn iſh Bondage) but 
alſo that from the #44 of thoſe Seventy Y.they 
ſhoald have Seyen'Seventies of Years in the 
enjoymetrt of their ywnCountry,out of which 
ne had been carri'd. Captive ,, Dan.'g. 24. 
upre (he malice of Men'and Devils * where- 
\H618 how.moRf marvelloutly the Mercy of 
Gt doth bear t fame proportion t6 his Pu- 
niſhoenes, which'Seven (a complear Nutnher) 
{6s toan'Ugir;or One + my his Mercy 
to his Church rd oNNy his Fuft ice, Tam. 
2:13 1 13. and over al! Works are 'his 'T ender 
Mereites Pſal, ts, 9. The 3d, Allay of this 
tefome Interſpace of 490 Y. was Chriſts 
ngin in.that Signal Cartial, in the Daies of 
Sig t' Jaddaah,, (whom Neh.'12. 10, 11. 
mentions 'the Migh-Prieft Deſcended from 
Fehoſhud. o met Daiiels Caperi! S Goat 
CN e Great) in all his Poricificalibus 
or. High-Pricſts Formalities,which ſtruck ſich 
a Vetieration upon him, that he whom/atl the 


Word adored, felt down to Adore Fad1u, 
V 3 OC 


- 
— 
EXE. 
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or rather (as he told Parmenio) Faddus's God 
who in ſuch a like Apparition hadencourag” 
*him to Undertake hls Wars againſt Aſa * 
Hereupon he was eafily prevailed with (the 
People of 'the Fews praying all the while for 
their High-Prieſts good Succeſs) to ſpare Fe- , 
ruſalem, (which he came: to Plunder) eſpeci- 
ally when Walking 1n Jaddws's Hand to the 
Temple, and ſeeing what Daniel had foretold 
of him, Writing rather an Hiſtory than a Pxo- 
phecy.,, even an Abridgement of all his Victo- 
ries; hereby he was not only pacifed, but al- 
ſo offer*d Sacrifices to the True God accord, 
ing to the High-Prieſts Direction, and” be; 
ſtowing upon theFews many Favours andFree- 
dorms. he went away much encourag?'d in his 
Enterprize, , not. dopbting_ but (accarding-to 
Dan. 8.3, to 8. the Gregiax Goat wauld o- 
yercome the Perſian Ram - *Twas 4 Aryel 
Jous Providence, that Gall ſhould preſerve the 
High-Prieſt-hood all the Captivity to this 
time, (as Neh. 13. 11.) but more-to haye this 
Pledgeof Gods Grace in Jadadws time... _The 
4th. Allay was, though 4ntzochus (who ſprung 
out of Alexanders Succeſſors) became a-herce 
Fiend tO -— Fas yet God told them by Ty, 
nel, that his ſtandin againſt the Prince 0 
Princes, (to wit, God To in Deſtroy- 


ing the Daily Sacrifice, and in ſetting up Ido- 
ry in the Temple) would quickly bring 
ods. Vengeance upon him, He ſhall b 


broken 
with- 


S 
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without Hand, us 2% __y _ though for a 
few . (as above) .he.ſhall do according to his 


Wally whe Holy1 Land, Dan. 11. 36. 
not | <a> God, v, 37. yet (hall he. come 
to hus end, v.25. 4 loatl ome and lamentable 
end, a Viſible Hand of God laid upon him, (z 
loathſame Diſeaſe, js wrapt him up in the 
Sheet of Shame, 1 ace,6. 8; and 2 Xace.g.5. 
not ſo much becauſe- he would have ſpoiled 
the Temple of Dzana,. but becauſe he did 
Spoil the Temple at, Feruſalem.. The 5th. Al- 
lay was that Spirit of God and of Glory, which 
Reſted upon the Godly; Fews, both - for Do- 
ing Gods ork, and: for. Swffering Gods Will, 
1. 1n Doing, Oh: what a Bleſled Zeal did blow 
up Aatrhias, the Father, and Fadas Macgabers, 
his Son, who withthe' Help of his Brethren 
and other Jews; drovexthe-Exemy.out of the 
Country, and cleanſed. the'Land:'off all the 
Uncleanneſs which had. been brought into it; 
Yea, and with'a yery {mall Handful -of. Men, 
did mighty Exploits againlt this Vile Antio- 

chugs,-great Armies, to that the Church was 
(inthole Worſt of Times) moſt Graciouſly 
Holpen with 4 little. Help , Dan: 14:134. 1n 
which Weaker Means God Manifeſted to them 
his Grearer Strength: In whoſe Name, . and by 
whoſe Conduct, the.People that kyew their God, 
were ſtrong ta do Exploits, and to: ont-do thoſe 
Exploits <7 Antsechits, Dan. 11,.28;-32, The 
Apoltſe Keemerh to youk of theſe Mactabees, 


who ' 
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who Wraught” Riphteeſnep, {both Civitand 
Military) re Peſt 7 ie vo 
tories) -and Eſcaped t | > ford, Yoſ 
their Curſed Po dayehen LENS 
quefours do not, but purchaſe their Conqueſts 
witfthe 166'of theirpwtrLives, as-ithippen« 
ed to thoſe brave Brethren atlaſt, *Zfeby,-1s, 
32, 33}-and 2y. in Suftmy, and noleſs Glo- 
rious Spirit id Att the Godly Ferws in their 
Undergoliig*Grct Mockings,. and moſt exqui 
ſite Torments, they*wers Tempred, and they 
were Tortiired to0, 'yet" being got above both 
the Allurements and: Aﬀeriphtments' of the 
World; they would not Actepe of Delivorantes 
upon Shrdid-and firiful terms, but-ns willing 
to Die#s\tod Dine, they commit themBelves 
to'their'God in theiriMartyrdom, That” they 
might obtiitn' a bettiy\-Roſwrreion,. Febr. "11, 
35, 375 Where that +:me prodg Related 
to God had {even ther) an Holy Remnatit, 
whereof the World wat ot. Worthy: They were 
fitter -to-fhine as Stays in:;Heaven,-than to be 
tort: in pieces by thoſe Dogs and Hogs--02 
Earth, as Joſephus, the Book of Mauceabres, hd 
of Martyrs tells us.. The 6, Sweor ley the 
CN he in ff Beko Day, was that mn 
racle of the Pool of Betheſda, gracionfly-prant- 
ed byGod'to corroborate Her in WY Tevs 
' Wotſhipof God, under thefad perſecutions 
of Antiechus and other Tirants, until the days 
+ of Job» Baptiſt, and of the Lord Chti, Joh. 
; lp $+ 24 39 4+ 
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2, 3,4. Thisheld vp the fainting; Spirits of 
the: od people in thoſe bad Te bes 
P failed; ' and: Proſperity too: Yea; and 
in the peneral all: true Zzety, Prophaneſs 
coming in'-itry ſtead ,, as -Afalach; (their laſt 
Prophet) declares at large ; The Rabbins ifi- 
deedytell us of a Barh-Kol, (or Eccho)-that: 
was heard in the Temple, which ſerv'd them 
for an Oracle, &c. but waving\Fewsþ Fahcies 
and Fables, the Srriptare of Treth tells us how 
an Angel went at certain times to give Healing 
Vertueto that Water(wherein their Sacrifices 
were waſhed) ' Here.many Impotent Folk Jay 
Languiſhins'at; Hopes: Hoſpital, and looking 
(after all other means had been tneftectual)fvr 
Godto ſay to them, In the-Faw/e of Mercy (as 
the Word Bertheſa2 ſignifies) { am thy God that 
Healeth thte, Exod. 15.26.7thoua Rophekga'Gy- 
ant-like- Healer, O-mipotents Medico maltos In+, 
ſanabilis Otturit Morbus :*::No Diſeaſe. js, but 
God can 'Cure it. This Beneficial Poot was * 
ſupplied with Water from the Fuuntain of $;- 
bam, which Repreſented the, Kingdomte of 
Chrit, Za. 8.6. The 7tb;and laſt Alay, was 
the promiſe of' the Meſliah, -(that Mertic of 
Mercies)whowas to be a more Soveraign Barth 
than this /of Betheſda, or Houſe of Bounty : 
Chriſt 1s the Royal Fountain, or Kings Bath, 
Zech. 13. 1. ever-flowing and over-flowing, 
ſuch as Waſh herein Believingly ſhall be both 
Clean and Whole, not- Healing at the —_ 
® 
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of the Fewjſh Feaſts only, as that Pool did, but 
all times of the Year, and not once, {as if one 
only had Suck*'d up all the: Healing Vertue 
from all others there) . but here 3000 perſons 
were Healed rogether at one Sermon; A&.2.41. 
when the Angel of the Covenant Deſcended to 
movye' the Waters'that were drawn out of the 
Wells of Salvation, Iſa. 12.3.' for _ no: Other 
moying 'but that of an Angel (whoare 44- 
niſtring Spirits to heirs of Salvation, Hebr.1.14.) 
could Diſpence to the Diſeaſed any ſuch pow- 
erful and immediate Cure, the Waters were 
at all times ofa cleanſmg Property, (as to their 
Sacrifices) but onely at that time had they 
a Curing Power, as to themſelves. ' When this 
Beneficial Vertus begar in this Pool,-is uncer- 
tain : *tis ſuppoſed to begin when El:aſhib 
(Foſknah's Grand-Child ) with the. godly 
Prnefts, Built the Sheep-gate and Beautif*d ' 
it, then Conſecrated it with. their godly 
Prayer, Neh. 3.1. Hereupon (as Trxemell;u 
{aith:) probably followed that -Miracle of 
an -Angels Deſcending into the Pool there, 
(at-their ſeyeral Solemn Feaſts) and Heal- 
ing all Diſeaſes, how-01d, great or Deſpe- 
rate {oever,and that immediately and in-a mo- 
ment : ?*tis as uncertain likewiſe. when this 
Miracle of Healing Ceaſed, *tis ſuppoſed, not 
till the DeſtruCtion of Jeruſalem, weich did 
fall out about Forty Y. after Chriſts Healing , 
this Cripple at Betheſds, it being ſo many Y. 

tewixTt 
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*Xwixt this Paſſover,; Joh. 5. and that Paſſo- 
yer when Tits Veſpaſian laid Siege to the Chr 
ty; yet. .tis. more than probable, that this 
Miraculous Gift of Healing was given to this 
Pool be ore the Coming 'of Chriſt, as: a 
mee &. or famous fore-Runner of him who - 
was to be the Opened Fountain, Zech.13.1, for 
Healing al Diſeaſes, and Curing a/ Sins, 
Matth, 1.21. even Feſws,, the Greek Word 
comes of I2% as Sano, t9 Heal, as the Heby. 
Word, of Faſhapg, to Save; and this is moſt 
certain that the time when this Famous Foxrn- 
tazn was opened,1s well known(though concern- 
ing the Poql. ( aforeſaid). the Beginning of 
its Miracle be unknown) to wit, to be about 
the fo Ir, onſand Y. of the World, accord- 
ing to the Lafitude of Time,and lateſt (there- 
fore exatts );Gomputarions : The: Temple 
. of Solomoy was. Erected about the 3000 Y . of 
the World, (as above Y and the Temple. of 
Chriſts Body, Joh. 2. 19, 21, (Whereof Solomons 
Temple "ap T1Pe) was Reared up a 1coo 
Y. after, about the 4occd, Y. of the, Waxld, 
after 2000; more (ſay the Rabbins) comes rhe 
Sabbatical-1000. See before of Solomons Tem- 
ple; Chriſt calls his moſt Exquiſitely Framed 
(Ke]nglio?, Fgbr. 10. 5. Epheſ. 4. 9. Pſal. 139. 
14, 15.) Body, a Temple, wherein the God- 
head dwelt Bodily, Col. 2, g. that is Perſonal- 
ly, (as God dwelt in the material Temple, 
Sacramentally, and in our Hearts Spiritually, 

| Eph. 
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Eph. 3. 17.) to mind the Jews there,that their 
Second Temple wanted the A#k,,Urim, and 
Thummim, which the firſt Temple had ; there- 
fore they muſt look for another Temple, that 
would correſpond-in all things to that Com- 
pleat Temple of Solomon, and that was the 
Temple of his Body. No ſooner was this Foun- 
tain opened, this Temple Erefted, but the De- 
vil begins to play his pranks in plotting how 
to Stop up this Well of Salvation, as the' Phi- 
liſtims (at his Inſtigation) had done the Wells 
of the Patriarch Iſaac, Gen. 26. 15. 'one of 
thoſe Wells is calld S:#nah, of Satan, v.21. 
for Satan Hindred it, (as he did the Wo#d, 
(that Well of Salvation) 1 Thell, 2. 18,..and 
this Prince of the Power of the Ayr, Epel.-2. 2. 
and 6. 12. (and ſohath a powe to move the 
Ayr, and to raiſe Storms, as he'did toBlow 
the Feaſting-Houſe of Fobs.Childret down, 
and to Sink the Ship wherein Chriſt was, Em- 
barqued Marth. 8. 24. Doth [now Railc 
o:ip9)  uryar a mighty Storm therewith to 
Blow down this Temple as ſoon as ever it was 
Reartd, and Herod the Askalonite or curſed E- 
domite; wasa fit Tool for the Devil, to Work 
this Wicked Will and Wile with. This Herod 
T4 Troubled at the Birth of Chriſt, Marth.2.3. 
whereat-the Sages and the Shepheards (with 
ſundry Saints) fo much Rejoyced ; hereupon 
he pretends to goand Warſop im, when as he 
Intends to go and Worry him ; but God did 
b | mar- 
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marvelouſly . Baffle and Befool this Fox, ſo 
that with all his Craft and ang he could 
notWorry. the Holy Child Jes or he uy 
Over-Witted by the AlL-Wj and over- 

. by the All-powerful God, in | thoſe lowing 
Reſpects, (1.) Though Hered wrought Wi- 
lily -n the Wiſe-men, Tranſatting af pri- 
vate ely with them, that his pu __ of Killin ns 
Chrilt might not be prevented, Matth.2.7, 
yet all his Wicked Wiſdom prevails not againſt 
God, Prov, 21. 30. becauſe his Wiſdam was 
but Folly, otherwiſe ?tis a Wonder he went 
not himſelf with the Wiſe-men, or ſent ſome” 


cruel Cut-Throat along withthem privily.(2.) 


Though Herod had charg?d the Wile-men 7 
bring him word again, v. 8. yet after the Pay- 
ment of their Homage to this Holy Babe and 
little King, .9, 10, 11. They being Warned 
of Ged, (an Higher) power than that of He- 
rods ) Returnednot to Herod. Thus God Kept 
them from Betraying of Chriſt, and them- 
ſelves (as well as Chriſt )were pull'd out of the 
Mouth of this Zyoz by this ſweet and marvel- 
lous providence. ('3.) Though he ſent forth 
Souldiers which Slew all the Male-Children@s | 
all the Coaſts about, (as well as in Bethlebem) 
from TwoT. Old and Under, &c. Matth. 2. 16. 

yet he deferr*d his Murdering Work {o long, 
untilthe Bird (he ſoughtto Kill) was flown 
into egypt by Gods DireCtion, 'v. 13, to 15; 
Thus thh ! was the Devil in Herod that 


ſought 
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ſought to Deſtroy the Young Child, Matth:2.13, 
Reyel. 12: 4; yet God was aware of it, pre- 
vents it by. providing a Sanctuary for his So# 
in egypt, which had been cruel to Gods fri 
Born, even [ſrael, Ex0d.4.22,23. There C| if 
was preſerv*d in Safety, (thongh the Crafty 
- Fox (Herod) and the ſubtle Serpent (the De- 
vil) Clubb'd their Wits together to contrive 
his Death ) until God brought Word of He- 
rods Death, v. 20. according to his promiſe; 
v. 13. * And, ſomeſay, at Chriſts coming 
intoe/Fgypr, all the Idols of the Land (which 
Aabounded with them)did fall flat zo the ground: 
*T was not only this that enraged the Devil a- 
inſt Chriſt, but alſo,becauſe he had Silenc'd 
all hx Oracles, as that at Delphos eſpecially, 
where Anguſtus Ceſar, urging rhe Devil for 
an Anſwer, was told, Thatan Hebrew Child 
had ſtop'd his Month, and ſent him with a 
"Mittinus to Hell,and therefore he might ſpare 
both his Laboxr and Coſt to Conſult hi Oricle 
any more. The like Lamentation was made 
for the Death of the great God Par (as Plu- 
tarch relates) in Arcadia, which Ruſtick Go] 
and Hairy Satyr, (with his Horns) was no 0- 
' ther butan Apparition of the Devil. Andas 
the Cauſe of the Devils Rage was the feeling 
the loſs of his Kingdom, ſothe Cauſe of He: 
rods Rage was his fearing the loſs of his King- 
dom : for as ſoon-as he had heard from the 
Wiſe-men, of Chriſt, (Born King of the Jews) 


21. in Chrift Defeated by God.” 393 


he was Troubled, Matth. 2:2, 3. fearing that 
he himſelf -being a Stranger (of /d#mea, not 
of Iſrael) might beDepoſed by the Fews, whom 
(he thought) would be glad enough to have a 
King of their own, towhom they would con- 
tribute their beſt Aſſiſtance, therefore he goes 
about to Murder the Meſſiah, before his time 
was come: *Twas a marvellous providence 
that preſery*dthe Line of David inthe Tribe 
of Judah all that Troubleſome time from the 
24. Temple'to Chriſt, (as both Marrh.1, and 
'Luk.3. doth intheir Genealogies Demonſtrate) 
the former by the Pedegrge of Joſeph, the 
latter by that-of Mary (Mar ies Genealogy Is 
put upon Joſeph, becauſe the Hebrews do.rec- 
kon them! not by Women, but by Men-only.,) 
Shewing that Chriſt was of the Line-Royal of 
David, (as well as thatSeed of the Woman 
which ſhould break the Devils Head,).and 
though thoſe mentioned there, that: lived in 
thoſe Calamitous Days, (after the Captivity) 
were not formal Kings, (being Subjects 'to-0- 
other Nations) yet were they Principal Men 
among their People and Law-givers, (as Facob 
had Fronhetybd Gen. 46. 10.) Until Shile: 
came ;, not a tittle of Gods Word can fart or- 
fall to the Ground. In this Herod the Askalo- 
nite, (Or Raikglonite) the Sceprer departed from 
Judah, and leaſt it ſhoutd depart from him, 
becauſe Shilo was come, he' Racks his Wit in 
Develiſh Devicesto ſecure himſelf, but at _— 

e 
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he Wrecks his own Weal, for though he had e- 
many Confſpiracies, jet ſoon after his . 
Bloody Butchery 11 and about Berhlehem, the 
Hind of God ſoizes on him, ſo that he Dies 

of hh execrable and moſt loathſome Diſeaſe ; 
| An God (himſelf) takescare to ſend his Ho- 
9 - + to Chriſt and his Parents with thoſe 
s of cruel Herods Death, and of 
. At This jo 4) Complices and Confpiratours 
too, 'for the merry Meſſage is Deliver'd in the 
Vogal Number, [They are Dead that ſought 
the Young Childs Life, Mat. 2. 19, 20. * And 
the like. good News God hath in ſtore to ſend 
his Diftreſſed Church in due time, that all they 
which fought to make the Church Dye, are them- 
{eligs Dl and all their Diabolical Deſigns 
with them. The Dev4l being thus Defeated 
inthe'1f. part of hisPlot againft Chriſt in the 

fo of of his_Manhood, (Chriſt ftit{ Lives, 
up in Wi ſdom and Stature, and: int Fever 

GS Gdend fs Luk.2.52.and at'twelve Y. 
Old able to Diſpute with the Doftors, Yea, to 


mn-plys them, v.47.) 


The? Twenty -Second, Plot, &e. 
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| Ereupon hen ojects a Second Plot 

againlt Chrilt in the Infancy (or Mi- 

| —_ of his Minifry : as the 


firſt 
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the firſt” was Manag?d - with an Inſtrument; to 
wit, Herod, mediately, but this 2d. without any, 
immediately by the Devil himfelt : Satan will 
not truſt any Inſtruments - Tempe Chriſt, as 
his Imp (Herod) had- truſted his Souldiers to 
Kill Chriſt, Matth. 2.16. Now he Aflavults 
Chriſt by himſelf, Matth: 4. 1. he had Afault» 
ed the 1/t. Adam in his Proxy (the Serpent) 
but he will Venture upon the 24. Adam 1n his 
own Perſon, 'and that Immediately upon his 
very Entrance into the Miniſtery.Behold here 
the Dreadfulleſt Duel; the moſt Memorable 
Battel betwixt Two the Strongeſt and Stour- 
eſt Champions was fought that ever appear?d 
upon the Stage of the World ; that of David 
and Goliah was of a far Inferiour Alloy, 
(though a type of it) to ths, 1 Sam. 17.41 
to 51, There was only Man againſt Man;..an 
that of Michael and the Devil, Jude 9. 18 be- 
low this, for 1.there it was Only an_Arch- 
Angel againſt the Arch-Devil. 2ly. *Twas 
only a Diſpute about che Body of ' Moſes, but 
here, *tis not Mar againſt dan as in the firſt 
Inſtance; nor an Angel againſt a Devil, as in 
the ſecond : No, *tis the Lord of Angels, Heb. 
_ 2.4, Wreſtling a Fall with the Prince of De- 
vils, Matth. 12.24. Oh how do people Run. 
to ſee ſome Remarkable Fencers fight their 
Prizes? &c. * Behold here a Prize fought be- 
twixt God-man and Beelzebyb , *twixt the 
Prince of Life, and the Prince: of Darkgef, 
| X an 
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and that, not about the Natural Body of 14- 
ſes, (as above) but about' the Spiritual: Body 
of the Meſſias, to wit, his Church, che Myſtical 
Body of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 12:12, neither is jt; that 
Iſrael may overcome the:Philiſtims.only,* (for 
which David fought, Goliah)) but that 'all Be- 
leiving Jews and Gentiles that 2ver have beer, 
are now, and ſhall be to. the:tnd of the World,) 
may Overcome Fleſh, World, and Dewil,. in 
this Captain of their Salvation,- Jeſaw Chriſt, 
Hebr. 2, 10. Rom. 8. 37. Col. 1, 16, and 
2. 15. Oh what will you go out into the Wilder- 
neſs to ſee ? Matth. 11.7. turn aſide (with 2o- 
ſes, Ex0d.3.3.) and with Me, to ſee this Great 
Stebt. The S trong Man, and the Stronger Man 
Entring the Lilts together,” not Two Reeds 
(ſhaken with the Wind) ſhaking one another, 
but.a -ghty Devil (4 compleat compound of 
Goliahs Strength, of Achitophels Craft, and 
of Doegs Malice) Combating and conflicting 
with Almighty God; and for a fuller and'more 
diſtinct View of this moſt Famous Conteſt, be- 
hold-it in Two Pregnant Particulars, 1. A 
moſt ſtrange A#. 2. As ſtrange an End, 1. 

The Strange A&(like the River of Paradiſe, 

Gen. 2. 10.) Divides it ſelf into Four Streams, 

Branching it ſelf out in Four Circumſtances, 

r. Time. 2. Flace. 3. the Agent, 4. the Patient. 

1/t, of the Time when, then Matth, 4. 1. 


' v3%05, Immediately, Mark 1. 12, 1. Preſently 


after he was Baptized. 2. Preſently after he 


-. 
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was Proclaimed the.Sonof God, or "= af- 
ter he was 30-Y. Old, As to the. 1/4. Chriſt 
, was no ſooner out of the Water of Baptiſm, 
but Immediately he comes into the Fire of 
Temptation, and both, not for himſelf, but for 
1s : Behold how he loved us! Is there any Love 
like the Love of Chriſt, who paſſed thorough 
both Fire and Water to Work our Redemp- 
tion : As to the 24. Immediately after his 
higheſt Communion with Heaven, he hath his 
Deepeſt Temptations from Hell : If Heaven O- 
pen its Mouth to Proclaim him the Son of 
God, Matth. 3. 17. then preſently Hell opens 
its mouth, 1/a.5.14. to powr out Flouds of 
Temptation vpon him , as Revel. 72. 15. If 
God ſay, 1 am well-pleaſed with Chriſt, Matth, 
3.17. The Devil comes preſently, and faith, 
But I am highly Diſpleaſed with Chriſt : And if 
Heaven ſend a Dove and the Holy Spirit to 
Chriſt, Matth, 3. 16. Hell will be ſure Imme- 
diately to ſend him a Fiend, and an Unclean 
Spirit ; the former Deſcend3 from Above, rhe 
latter Aſcends from Below, as 1 Sam. 28. 13. 
As to the 34. Relating to Chriſts Age, we do 
not Read what Chriſt did in his Minority and 
Nonage ;. how he ſpent his private Life was 
Judg*d (by the moſt Wiſe God) fitter for Se- 
crefie than for Knowledge ; where the Word 
hath not a Mouth to. Speak, we ſhould not 
have a Tongue.to.Ask : However, *tis not 
probable that Chriſt (that Pattern of Holi- 

"A  - nels; 
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nA, the. [Regula Reewans). Rule-Ruling; as 
well as Regulata, the Rule-Ruled, ſhovld-fpend - 
his thirty Y.either(1)m Talenef,eſpectally con- . 
 ſidering the F-ws generally were Charg/d with 
their Children after they had Circumersgd 
them, to train them up in- the Knowledge. of 
the Law of God. for the good of their ner 
Man, Ex0d. 12. 26, 27. and .in ſome Honeſt 
Calling for the good of their: Outward Man : 
_ and Rab. Fudah ſaith, Quicung; non Doceret fu- 
um Filium, aliqued Opificium, eſt, acſs illum La- 
trocinium Doceret. Whoever Taught not his 
' Son ſome Honeſt Employ, is as if he had 
taught him to be a Rogue or a Robber ; Yea, 
and the Heathen Heſiod could Sing [:22-» x 
Nee "OrerS\& 7] Nullum Opificium eft probrofum, 

No Handicraft-Trade 1s Reproachful, but of 
good Report;or, (2)in dedicating bis Youth to the 
Study (1) of Cxrious Arts, as thoſe had done, 
ARE. 19. 19. and' ſuch a Deviliſh Black Artiſt 
thofeBlack-mouth*d Rlaſphemers would haye: 
made of the Divine Meſſiah, Matth. 1224.. or 
(2)of thoſe better (calPd Liberal) Arts;whereof 
he had no need. being the W:/dom of God, Prov. 
8. 30. 1 Cor. 1. 24. and having the Godhead 
dwelling Bodily in Him, Col. 2.9, a Beam 
whereof he was pleasd to put forth in the 
Temple among the Doctors, when he war 
twelve Y.Old, Luk. 2. 42, 46, 47, until which 
T. the Scripture Relates nothing of him after. 
his Deliverance from Herod; nor any rhilny'of 
| £ ' him 
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him-after zhs, until he was Thirey T. Old, ſave 
only that when he had dgawn in this Beam of 
bis. Deity which. he-had put forth among the 
Doctors, he went Home meth his Parents, and 
was ſubjett ro-them, v.51. where *tis'not im- 
probable, the Grand Carpenter ane rept \ Ay= 
chitett of the World;follow?®d his Fathers Cal- 
lng of a Carpenter, as the Evangeliſts Words 
are; '[.1s not thi®phe- Carpenter ? } Mark 6, 3. 
And aFiuſtin Martyr, (that lived not long 
after:him_) ſaith; *Thar before his Miniſtry, he 
made Yokes and Ploughs, which ſome-would 
confirm from Clirifts'own Werds, [My Toke 
# eaſie,] Matth. 11.30, However this honeſt 
Occupation might conſiſt well enough with 
his ſtate bf: Humiliation ; wherein' he- made 

himſelf: of \no Reputation, Ph11.2, 7. Reducing 

ICOANRNCY to Nothing, wewory, 

heemptied himſelf: of his own Majeſty, and 

he({whobecamea Symer (both by Impatation 
and Reputation) fox us, why might He not be- 
come(muchmore)a Carpenter, white his Glo» 
ry lay long _ that he might not give 
at. Example:erther of' Jdleneff of 0am Curio- 

{ according hereto was the tart Anſwer the 

Godly School-maſter-wiade to Sci Yalian + 
the Apoſtate) Askitg him; What was the Cqr- 

penters Sor» now a Dbing ? He ſmartly Replyed, 

That be was making « Coffing for ſurb a Curſed 

Apoſt are, "who, getting/Hhis mort#t Wound in' 

that verp\Expeditioh, was conftta1nd/ro'con- 

va "Sy teſs 
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TY [YVicifti-me, O Galile.] ' Oh !thou.Galile« 
an Carpenter, Thos hgit Conquer?d me.  ?Tis 
very remarkable thatall-thoſe many Years of 
Chriſts Private Zife, the. Devil never. once 
meddles. with him, fince his Defeat: at his 
Bir j, blood: Dh Herod, who But- | 
chered (as {Orme ay) 14000 Babes in his Beth- 
lcherp-Malſacre, yet wifſed that Haly Babe of 
Bethlehem, who only was Bown without Oris | 
inal Sin; and whom: the, Lord Hid fm his 
Bloody Hands, as hE\did Jeremy and Baruch, 
Jer, 34. 26. Oh what an opportunity . þad the 
Devil for Cutting off -and-Killing Chit when 
'*  TJoſephand his Mother had lf him at the Feaſt: 
in Jeruſalem, Luk;2.43..' T's; a Wonder they 
ſhould be {o careleſs of {ucti aPterteſs Peart; 
they. might eaſily oY OI Herod (who 
ſought the Childs Lite) was Dead, yetiwere 
there Herodians enow. alive, who would-be 
Glad egough-of Diſpatching-.any, that were 
- (but Repnted) King of the: Jews; and they: 
might wellear, It ;be had loſt his way, many 
EvHs DIGHt. etal himz . as uſually befal Chil- 
dreg in. the.like Caſe, and as Facob feared, had . 
befaln his Dear Joſeph, Gen. 37. 33. when they 
found. him yot- in the Company, Luk. 2. 43.' yet 
even: then -his. G odheed ſecur'd his 2Aunhood, 
and that inthe midſt of the Doctors, who 
knew not the Meſſtah, /o Clouded under ſuch an - 
obſcure Þaneation, although: the Lord, ef the 
T emple:was- come at that time into Hy Tei 
5 et — . | ple, 
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ple; and Taught therein with his own lively ' 


Voice, as Malachy had foretold them, ſhould 


ſuddenly. be, Ch: $3. 1::?Tisa Wonder how the 


Devildidto hold his Hands for almoſt Thirty 
Y. together, when he could not but take No- 
 tic& of this his Diſputing with the Deftors, yeay 
and(as *tis probably ſuppoſed) of his Domeſtick. 
Deeds of Wonder, (wherewith had not his Mo- 
ther, been AcquainteFar Home, ſhe could not 
rationally have expected one abroad, in her 
telling Chriſt ; that;H/ine iwas wanting at the 
Marriage in Cana, Jobrr2. 3. But *twas not 
Chriſts 2rivate Life that-wes fo Deſtruttive 
to the Devils Kirgdornh; as ſoon asever he be- 
an. upon his Publick, Mimſtration; and but 
arely. Ordain*d to .1t by [mpoſition of Hands 
fromeAeaver, together with a Celeſtial. Suf- 
frage;, then thisDragon the-Devil: (who had 
Sleptyuier in his Deni fof many Years 'before) 
now: Rowſeth , Roareth , and Rageth againſt 
Chriſt; 1f Chriſt begin GGird himſelf with 
the Girdle of Mans Salvation, them he begins 
to Gird himſelf withthe Grate of Chrifts De- 
fruition : Oh how gladly would the /Devil 
have broke Chriſts Neck by caſting him dow 
from thePinacle of the Temple whereon he 
had placed him, had he but the ſame Power 
to Caft him off, as he had vo Ser him oz, but 
this he had not. 21y. the Place' where, In the 
Wilderneſs either of Swat, where Moſes and 
Eliathad Falted, (there Chriſt muſt Fatt tco, 
N 4 tO 
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(to Feaſt;@ with the Fatted'Calf, Zik,15:23:) 
and thote-Three famous :Kafors. met: together 
upon: Afount-T abor,, Matth, 7. 3,5) and 
where7/#ael were Afflicted;or of Jobea wihere 
David was io perſecuted by Sawl, as [ſraeÞ had 
been by:Pharoah, both which were reſemblan- 
ces of..Sataris Tempting: Chriſt Here ; what 
ever Wildernef. this was, ?twas Satans' own 
Groundzhe is the God:of this World (or }:l- 
dernef,) 2 Cor. 4. 4. Chriſt muſt fghe the De- 
vil upon. his-own Dunghil.'' The 24. Adam 
muſt Conquer him .in-the Deſart,. who. had 
Conquer*d the.1ft. Adam in Paradiſe ;, In this 
Deſart or Dry places (where the Devil Wan- 


- ders | Matth. 12. 43. and walks about, Jes 


whom he may devour. 1 Pet.5:8.Yhe meets Chyz 

and would have'Devour*d him, as a Zywi'the 
Lamb (of God) and as a Drfiigon the AMan- 
child, Revel. 12, 4. Hither Chriſt was /ed by 
the Sprrir, (that Dove which Deſcended upon 
him,” Matth. 3. 16.)®and thus behold' a Won- 
der, a Dove leads a Lamb to fight with a Ly- 
#n 5 The'Spirit led the Lamb of God as his 
brave Champion to: grappte with the Devil 
that-roaring Lyon, as Sampſon and David (his 
Two Types) had done the-like before him, 
Fudg. 14.5,6..and 1 Sam. 17.34, 35. Here 
the Seed of the Woman Combats the Serpent in 
the Deſart, who had foiPd hey in the Garden 
of Eden ;. Here Chriſt muſt be Alone wpon 
the Devils Advantage-Ground, where Chriſt 
4 14h: FE TIT had 
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had nonie-to Help him, and the Tempter none 
to Hinder him} that "Chriſt might Tread the 
Wine-preſs alexe, Ia. 63.3.- This Single Duel | 
muſt he fought in the- Open Field, and have 
none 'but-God and Angels to be SpeFators of 
it; yet:.Chriſt was not ſo alone, but his Father 
was with him here. as Foh.'8. 16. and 16.32. 
and his Spifit (that led him Hither look*d on 
tobehold his Champions Behaviour : Yea, the 
Scripture ſaith, He had a Tripple Neighbour- 
hood. 1.'Satan, his Antagoniſt. 2. Wild Beaſts 
Mark ti. 12, which Hurt him not, but ſhew? 
their Subjeion to this 2d. Adam, as they had 
'done to the firſt Adam in his ſtateof Innocen- 
cy. 3.The Angels which came and Miniſtred 
both Food and Comfort to him. the former for 
his Body, the latter for his Soul, Matth. 4. 12. 
None loſe any thing in their Suffering for God. 
2ly. The*Agert, or Inflicter; *tis ove with three 
Names, -(which ſome do call Ominous) 1. 
| ompeigal ay, the 7 empter. 2; Satan, the Adver- 
ſary. 3. the Devil, or Calumniator, and. fo he 
Calumniates God (the Father) to Chriſt, the 
Son, faying. Doſt thou think if thou were the 
Son of God, that thy Father would {ſuffer thee 
(his Son) to Starve for want of Bread 1n this 
Wildernef? Thus he - Calumniated God to 
Eve, Gen. 3.5. and Jeb to God, Job 1.9, 10. 
This Adverfary, or Piercer, (as the Word 
[2«gaC2» ] ſignifies) comes Accontred with 
Three ſharp Weapons, wherewith to Peirce 
the 
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the Churches Refdemer, Luk. 4.2. tells 'us; 
thet.Chriſt was. Tempted all the Forty Days 
Space to. wit; long the Devil ſtrove.to In- 
ject ſinful ſuggeſtions into him (as he doth in- 
ro other en) all the time of his'Watching, 
Faſting,;and Solitude,but finding nothing in him 
to Wark: upon, as Joh. 14. 30. therefore at 
Forty Days End; he taketh other- Meaſures, 
and Appeareth to him Y:ſibly with thoſe three 
worlt Weapons, (which he reſery*d for the 
laſt) and that not like himſelf, (the Prince of 
Darkneſs, a Fowl Fiend of - Hell) but as an, An- 
gel of-. Light, tempting Chrilt (in the firſt tem- 
PEALGR es afaithful Friend, pittying to ſee him ' 
amiſh*d in the-Wilderneſs,and with feeming 
compallion counſels him to change Stones inta 
Bread, \atrh.'4. 3. that is, Diſtruſt Gods' 
Providence for Relieving thy Hunger , by 
Working a prepoſterous Miracle, this was 
Intended, though better was Pretended. In the 
24. he. comes, not as a Friend to Adyiſe,, but - 
as a Divineto Direct, v, 6. quoting Scripture 
moſt \Gravely to corrobate- his Directions, 
but in this, though his Words were the Smoorh 
Voice: of Facob, yet his'Senſe was the Rough 
Hands of Eſau.” The old Lyat fpake Truth 
here, hut for DevelhEzas ; yet (in his Apiſh 
Imitation-of Chrilts Alledging, Scriptam eſt ) 
he fallaciouſly Clipps off that Cauſe. [Jn «l 
thyWays,] and rl marrs the Maſculine-Senſe 

' thereof ;. for if a Manbe out of his way (a 
pointe: 
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pointed him by God towalk in)if out of Gods 
Precinits, he is out of Gods Prorettion, Deut. 
23.6. Proy.27. 1. In the. 3d. he comes, nor 
like 2 faithful Friend to furniſh him in bis Fa- 
mine, as-int'the (1) nor like a Grave Divine 
to Direct him from Scripture how he might 
get Immortal Applauſe by his Flying in the 
Ayr from the top of the Wemples Pinacle 
down to the Ground, as in the 24. but like”. 
a Mighty Monarch to Seduce our Saviour 
with great and goodly Gifts, v.8, 9.. Shewing 
him a# the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glo- 
ry thereof, all in their Beauty and Bravery,, . 
and doubtleſs a'moſt Bewitching Obje&, Ho- 
ping thereby to Dazle our Redeemers Eyes, 
(thoſe Windows of the Soul) and fo to Con; 
jure his Aﬀections ; eſpecially offering all this 
Rule and Riches (as his Royal Bounty) to-him, 
and according to the Centumſts) ro make him 
Pope, towit, of a Chriſt, he would make him. 
Anti-chriſt ;but/that which SpoiPd the. Devils 
Game, he hacks his 'Proffer"q Beneficence 
(which in its ſelf was but: 4o& {an Opinion, or 
Imagination) and $4u]29z,' AFfF.24.23. a meer 
Phancy, or Shaddow, or an Empty Appariti-” 
on) with a loud Lie, faying, Al! this ir De-. 
livers to me, Luk. 4.6, This (as a Lying 
Spirit) he Spake of his own ſelf, Joh. 1.44. ?tis 
not to whom the Devil will,, the Kingdoms of 
the World aregiven, but cis, to whom God 
Willeth, Dar. 2. 44. and 4.25. and 5.21. * \ 
| the 
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the moſt High ſets up and takes down; appoints 
and beſtows on whomſoever he mill :*the Prince 
of Hell can do no niore #2 giving tg, Or takih 
from, than the God of Heaven permits, Revel 
13.7. Jer. 18, 4. and 27.5. 4ly. The Pati- 
_ ent, The Lord Chriſt our Bleſſed Redeemer 
was the Swufferer, as the Devil was the Agent 
and Inflicter ; (yr Forty Days and Nights too 
our Lord wascontinually and unceſlantly Buf- 
feted, (not by the Meſſenger of Satan, as Paul 
was, 2 Cor. 17. 7.) but by Satan himſelf in 
Perſon with all ſorts of Temptations ( during 
that. time) not Recorded, Luk. 4.2. but theſe 
'three( which are-upon.Record)were certainly 
the worſt, (asbefpre,) In quibus Diabolus omnes 
ſuos, Aſtus, F Fraudis ſus Skcculos Exoneravit,; 
wherein the Deyil did his Utmoſt, and turn'd 
up the. bottom of. his Bag and Budget,where- , 
in were all mannex of Helliſh Weapons,where-, 
with to Wound this Bleſfed Babe of Berhle- 
bem :. As our-Great;;Grand-mother "Eve was. 
tempted by Satap'to the Luſt of the Fleſh, the 
Lultaf the Eyes, atid the Pride of | Life, 1 Joh. 
2,16, [For Sbe ſaw the Fruit of: the Forbid- 
den Tree was good for Food, that it- was Plea-, 
fant-ta the Eyes, and.to be Deſired for making 
oue Wiſe, Gen; 3.6.] So by all theſe. (had it 
been  poſlible,) would. the ſame Old Serpent- 
have Seduced the Seed of the Woman; for Sa- 
tay tempted our Saviour firſt to turn Stones. 
into Bread, for ſatisfying the Hunger of 'his 


Fleſh : 


— 
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Fleſh: 2y. to fall Cown and Worſhip hith for 
that goodly Catch (a ſhining Nothing -or 
Scheme) wherewith he would have bemicched 

his Eyes, and 3ly. to fly in the Firmament ina 
way of Pride, that all Men might 2dore him as 
they did his Sorcerer S$;z0 Magus for fo do-' 
ing in Sawaria, Aft.8. 9, 10. therefore "tis 
probable Zake laid the three Temptations in' 
this Order, anſwearable to that Order, 1 Joh. 

2. 16. that the Parralle[*twixt the two Adams 

Temptations might more plainly be Obſery= 

ed, Luk, 4. 1,to 14, Now come we from the 
1ſt, Part, The Strange Af, to the 24. Part, the 

Strange End, the Iſſue of the A, yet diſconr- 
ſing all along upon thoſe mighty Means Mm 

tendency to the End, The Upſhot of all was, 
our Lord Vanquiſhed the Devil, Blunting all 
his Weapons weelded againſt him, 7/a. 54. 17. 

not one ſpark of Satans Hell-fire would take 
upon Chriſts Wet Tinder, neither the 1, 

nor the 24, nor the 34. no more than the many 
before the End of.the FortyDays;Chriſt keeps 
his Ground, maintains his Standing,reliſts the 
Devil, and puts him at laſt to the Flight, by 
theſe following Means : Chrilts Defenſive 
Weapons (againſt the Devils Offenſeves) in 
| the General, (1) was not to thruſt the Temp- 
ter away by his Dsvine Power, which by Ver- 
tne of his Godhead he might have done at the 

firſt : nor (2) doth he Uſe a Revelation againit 
Satan, nor an /mward Word, as ſome pretend 
co: 


to: nor (3) doth He Argue him away bY 
Strength of Reaſon, when he could eaſily Rer 
duce; the Seducer to this Undeniable Dilem- 
ma,: {if 7be the Sox of God, 7 can Live with- 
out Bread, and *tis mpoſſible for thee (a Crea- 
ture) to overcome Me thy Creator;if / be not 
the Soy of God, why doſt thou doubt of it ? 
and why doſt thou propoſe a Miracle to be 
done by Me, which no meer Son of - fan can 
poſlibly perform by his own Power ?J Nor 4. 
doth he plead Tradition, as the Romaniſks that 
are more for theirTraditum eſt,than for Scriptum 
eſt: toplead INES is according to Chriſt, 

| but to plead Tradition (in neglect of, and op- 
* Poſition ro the Scripture) 1s according to An- 
tichriſt : but ( 5 ) his Weapon was the word 
Written, ſuch as we may weeld by his Example, 
and muſt do ſoby his Command: yet (6) not by 
making a Charm of the bare Letter of the 
Word, as the Superſtitious and Magiquely- 
minded Men do.,thinking the naked Rehearſal 
of the Words in Fob, 1. 1, &c. 1s an exorciſm 
Strong enough to Conjure away the Devil, 
but *twas the Sword of the Spirir.drawn out 
of the Sheath of the Lerrer, _ Chriſt 


Anſwer*d alt the three Aſſaults, 4t #s Written, 
It sWritten, It #8 Written,” Three times over, 
v. 4,7, 10. this was his Sore, great and Strong 
Sword (of the Spirit) wherewith our Lord Pu- 
mer Leviathan that Crooked Peircing Serpent, 

{a.-27. 1. He Draws Three Arrows out Fax 
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the Divine:Quiver of Sacred'Scripture; antl 
chuſes three Smooth Stones (with David) out 
of thoſe Silver Streams, wherewith helays all 
along. this great Goliab of Hell _ the 
Ground; Inthe: 1, Rancounter the Lempter 
tempts Chraft to a Deſponding Diffidence, and 
being Forled wm that,this Unwearied Afſanltet 
endeavours to tranſport himnto a Vain-glo-. 
rious Confidence, makingap'the matter of his 
24. Temptation, even out of* the very matter 
wherein he was foiled in the firſt ; If Chriſt 
will Truſt God, he ſhall have enough and' roo 
much of Truſting-; If he will truſt God for his 
Proviſion of Bread, he ſhall truſt —_—_— (in his 
Leaping down-from the Pinacle) tor his Pro- 
rettion of Body ; and though this (TleyeGor, or 
Peircer points his 24, Temptation with Scrip- 
ture, (finding Chriſts Strength lay there) yet , 
Chriſt Baffles Satan..in this goo,, by propoſing 
a Plain and parrellel Textto give Light to that * 
the Devil urged, being Darker, eſpecially as 
his Antagoniſt had miſ-guoted it,. and had 
RuffPd (by his Curtailing 1t) the true, Proper 
and Genuine Senſe of it: now when the Dragon 
or Beaſt (Satan) had taken the Horns of the 

' Lamb, as Revel. 13. 11; to Puſh with, even the 
Holy Scripture; and was become a white De- 

vil, .as an Angel of Light, or at leaſt ſome 
ſeeming Grave Divine, (ſo that Satan as welt 

as Saul thruſts in among the Prophets, w—_— 

Divines,. among Saints, 1 Sm. 10,11. 4 ; 

| 19. 24, 
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19, 24. and Fob 1.6.} yet was Vanquiſhed by 
Scripture'; He hath not ſtill done; but after 
aDouble Repalſe, tries his 3d. ſmpulſe, which 
was the Sharpeſt and Soreſt of all the three : 
It might be anneceſſary' to turn Stones-into 
Bread, and Dangerow to Caſt himſelf down 
from the Pinacle; but Oh how Plauſeble was 
this Propoſal, the Tempter came [ Perends] in 
Requeſting only the.Two times before ; now 
he comes in this 3d.» [ Er Petendo & _ Pro- 
mittends] not only in Requeſting a little, a 
very little Work, a Work ſoon done, and 
' without Pain or Danger, (?tis but to Fal 
down and Worſhip me) but alfo_ in Promie 
a great, a very great and Rich Reward 
for this little and eafie Work : Oh how tweet 
and tnfcions (as well as Delicious) are Rule 
| and Riches, and to have the Glories' of the 
World without the Cares (which the Devil 
-thewed hint not ) and Troubles thereof : This 
Evil Spirit, who had not an Inch bf Earth, 
either im _ himſelf, ($aving no Earthly Real 
Body) nor of his own, (being but an Uſu 
ing God of this World, ) Yet Offers the 
whole Earth to Chriſt z who was the Firſt 
Maker, and now the True Owner of it ; this ' 
is the Devils 3d. Aſault after his 1/#. and 
24, Repulſe and Rejection : The Devil 
Is not - lightly Diſcourag?d, but [Muſcarum 
ad Inftar, quo is Abiguntur: eo _— 
Premunt,”] like the Flyes is this Beelzebnb , 
dT | or 
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or Maſter-Fly, though Beaten away once, and 
againWet Rerwrns to the ſame place : yet now 
coming to his height of Impudency, and offe- 
ring this High Indignity (of placing the Le- 
vil in Gods Throne) Chriſt Endures him no 
longer but Commagds him out of XZ# preſence 
with Utmoſt Indignation; And it Chriſt 
command him away, There is no Abiding for 

him, Then the Dewil teft him, Matth. 4. 10, 11, 
Baſely Bafd and Befo1ild; and no ſooner was 

this Evil Angel Vanquiſh'd and Vaniſhd, but 

preſently the Good Angels come to Comfort 
this Conquerour.,and to Carry Him back from 
this Mountain where the Devil left him, Thus 
the Sox of God whom God the Father had 

Owned by a Voice from Heaven, and God the 

Holy Spirit, by the Dove Deſcending. upon 

him, Now the Devil OwnsHim as One too 

Strong for him, by his quitting the Field, Yea, 

and Hs good Angels Owns Himas their Lord, 


having Power over Ev1l Angels. 
The Twemy-Third, Plot, ©, 
CHAP. - XXIIL 

Ow come we to the Devils next Plot 

N azainſt Chriſt, when he carri?d on us 
Office, as the laſt was at the begin- 
ning of it-: Though the Devil was now both 
Defeated an1 Departed, yes "tis ſaid expres 
| = 


(| 
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ly, He Departed from Chriſt but only for [a Sea- 
ſon, Luk. 4.13. Here expired the Lew Corr 
miſſion, he can now (nor at any time) do no 
more-Evil than God permits ; Here the Devil 
(21ſ,, Do Evil) endeavour'd to break Chriſts 
Head by drawing him toS1p, that thereby he 
might Overthrow both him and his Work of 
Redemption, which he had Undertaken : Hovy- 
ever Satan ( being Lete:-. cd in this Deſign ) 
waits now for a Seaſon wherein to Brwiſe his 
Heel, well knowing, That was in his Commiſ- 
fion, from Ger. 3. 15. ?T1s pity we ſhould be 
ſo Ignorant of the Holy Scriptures, when the-. 
Devil hath them ſo at his Fingers ends, (as we 
ſay) as readily torehearſe them (as he did) in 
ſharpening his 24. Tempting Tool againſt 
Chriſt. He well enough wnderſtood that though 
he conld not now @orrxp:t Chriſt with thoſe his 


three temptations,to ſpoil him as the Church's 


Redeemer ; yet he might have leave - (from 
that Ger.3.15.) todo him much miſcheif, yea, 
and to Murder him at laſt, which yet fas God 
oyer-ruPd it) was but the Bruiſmg of his Heel 
in his Redemption-Work, as will appear af- 
ter. Hereupon the Prince of the World com- 
eth again to Chriſt, (after his 24. Defeat) 
Foh. 14.30. Non tantum clam Tentarus, quUAn- 
rim palam pugnaturus, Not ſo much priyily ta 
Tempt him, as openly to Fight him ; che Temp- 
ger will have hi Returning Times, as he had to 
Chrift, fohe wilt have zo Vs, and therefore af- 


ter 


* 


: & " 
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ter we have foiled him in one Conflict, we 
mult expect another ; he will have the other 
Bout with us, in a cel prepare for a Storm : 
Satan 1s Reſtleſs, lngadans and Importunate, 
and will not eaſily be ſaid Nay : If we live out 
all our Days, he may pur #5 hard to it 1n every 
Article of the Creed in Reſpect of our Felif, 
and Urge usto the Breach * every Branch of 
the Dealogue in Reſpect of our Obeatence, {0 
may he tempt us to all kind of Sins. Thus this 
Reſtleſs Devil (though he had let Chriſt alone 
all the time of his Privare Life, as before (ne- 
ver allows him any Quiet after he had Entred 
upon his Pablick, Miniſtry, but did Diſquiet 
him all along, until he had, finiſhed his Work, his 
Father gave him to do,-Joh. 17.4. No ſooner 
began Chriſt to Declare himſelf the King, 
Prieſt and Prophet of his Church both by his 
many Gracious and Non-ſuch Sermons which 
he Publickly Preached , Lk. 4: 15, 22, 32. 
Matth, 7.28, 29. Joh. 7.15. and 1. 14. Pſa. 
' 25.2, Cant.4.3: 1ſa.5c.4. (that Palmoni, 
Hammadabbar , moſt Excellent: Speaker , Or 
Prince of Preachers, DA. 8,13) and alſo had. 
Confirmed His LoQMne ,(..Freached ) with 
Matchleſs Miracles, as was thz& firſt of 2:rn:n2 
Water into Wine.(a better Miracle of the Me | 
ſras, than that of Moſes's turning Water into * 
Blood, Exod. 7. 20. for he was a better Media® 
tor, and of berter things, Hebr. 3. 3, 5, 6. and 
8:6, and 9.9, 11, 12, 13; 14, 234 24:) Joh. 2. 

T'Y 9, *0: 
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9, 11. But preſentl; the Devil begins to ſtir, 
and to Aſſault Chriſt again by ns Diabolical 
Inftruments ; This 224. Plot conſiſts of many 
Aſfaults, the 1. was, the very firſt Sermon 
that Luke Recnrds Chrift Preach*d after his 
Relation of -the Forty Dayes Temptation, 
(though that Miracle in Canaof Galilee was in 
Order of time hefore it,) Luk. 4. 16, to 28. 
The Devil ſtirr*d up thoſe Ungrateful'Coun- 
trey-men of his at Nazareth, where Envy It 
ſelf had ſeem*d to be Silenc*d by his Gracrows 
Words ;, yet (1) they (by the Devils Inſtigati- 
on) cavil at his Perſon, ſaying, 1s not this Jo- 
ſephs Son ? v.22. and (2) they would have 
found an Hoſe in his Scemleſs Coat, as to his 
Works, for not Curing Difeaſes in his own 
Country, (as he had done in other Countrys, 
Foh.4.43, 45, 46, 54.) v.23. but when Chriſt 
Hinted only, the calling of the @entiles, and 
withal pinching clofe upon Nazarets Unbe- 
lief, (whereby his hands were hindered from 
Working Miracles among them, Math. 13. 
54,58. Mark 6.1,5.g v.24, t9 27. Here- 
upon (3) they weye Ny with Wrath, v.28, 
picks a Quarrel with Chriſt who they had ſo 
lately and ſo much Admired ; Their Anger 
was Chriſts Danger: they thruſt Chriſt out of the 
City, as Unworthy to Walk upon their Pave- 
ment, and the Devil made them ſo mad vith 
Malice, that though it were on their Sabbatk- 


day, v, 16, and though Chriſt was not- Con- 
; Ka demn'd 
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demn'd by any Legal Trial, yet will they Im- 
mediately (of themſelves, and on that Day) be- 
come Chriſts Executioners ; in order hereun- 
to, thoſe Deviliſh Supercilious 7ews carries 
him [ad Supercilizem Montis) to the Brow of 
the Hill, to caſt Chriſt dow? Headlong, and ſo 
to break his Netk: This the Devil would 
have had done by Chriſt (himſelf) Volunta- 
rily, (which God permitted him not.todo by | 
his own Hands, when he ſet him upon the.Pj- 
nacle of the Temple, and now Endeayours to 
do by the Hands of Chriſts ow# Carnal and 
Curſed Countreymen, v. 29. but God Baffles 
the Devil here agajn;for Chriſt, like a ſecond 
Sampſon, makes his own Way miraculovſly 
through the midſt of his Enemies ; (as FP/al. 
18. 29.) either by Blindzng their Eyes, (as Gen, 
19. 11.) .or by Binding their Hands (as Pſal. 
76.5. and 1 Kin.134,4.) with a Bear of his 
Divine Power : thus His own Hand Saved Him 
from the Devils Hand (who would haye made 
an Hand and an End of him at thu time: This 
Eſcape Chriſt made, [372 na.9:]v divguy 22a * 
1% Kaugty raptor, not to ayold Suffering 
(which was his Erraid ifito the World ) bu: 
Waiting for the Appointed time, for his Hour 
was not yet come, Joh.8.59. The 2d, Aflault 
Satan makes againſt Chriſt, was, whea he ſaw 
this Teſus of Nazareth (whom God Aunainted 
with the Holy Spirit ) going about and doing goed, 
and Healing all that were Oppreſſed of the Le- 
vil, 


| 
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wil, for God was with him, ACt. 13.38. there- 
fore the Devil will be againft him, for pulling 
down his Kingdom of Darkneſs, and- ſetting 
#p his own by the Light:of the Goſpel, and by 
himſelf, the Light of the World, Ifa. 42.6. 
and Lik: 2,32, and Joh, 8. 12. Hereupon the 
Devil catching Chriſt in a Ship, Marth.8.23, 
as Prince of the Air, Ephel. 2. 2, ſtirred up 
a mighty Tempeſt, v,24., to drown Chriſt (that 
Male-Child of the Church, Revel. 12. 5.) and 
his Diſciples (the Church it ſelf) all together, 
and ſee how near he came to Accompliſh his 
Neviliſh deſign, The Ship was covered with 
' Waves, ſheShipped much Water in thoſe 0- 
vergrown Seas, inſomuch as ſhe was ready to 
Founder anid to Sink down to the bottom: this 
owrpds werds Is Uſually Underſtrood of an 
Earth-Qyake, but here ?tis a Sea-Qugke, Luke 
calls it azaazv, which Phny calls Navigariti- 
um Peſtem, the Sea-mans Miſery, the moſt Hi- 
_ deous of Storms,that will ſtrikeall the points 
of the Compals, (like that calPd Exrolydoz, 
AQt. 27. 14.) Luk, 8. 23. and ſo Mark 4.37. 
which is a Whirlwind , not properly. one 
Wind, but a Conflict of many Winds that 
turns all upſide down; no doubt but the Devil 
was in this Stormy Wind, though God was 
not in chat of Eljahs, 1 Kin. 19,11, And the 
ſaddeſt Circumſtance of that Story,was, that 
Chriſt was in a 'DeepSleep upon a Pillow, 
gs avon} Sopirus eft, of a Dead Sleep as it 

: = | were, 
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were, ſothat neither the Nolſe of the Sea,now 
Roaring out its Rageznor the Clamounrof the 
Seamen,labouring for Life; nor the S:ngle loud 
Call of his Diſciples, can Awake Chriſt, till 
they Double their Cry, Maſter, Maſter, Luk.8. 
Here tlie Devils Hope was as High as the Seca, 
yet Chriſt Awakes and Rebakes both the Rage 
of the Sea, and the Hope of the Devil:: We 
muſt cry Three times, Awake, Awake, Awake, 
thou Armof the Lord, (that is Alleep) 1/a.51.9. 
then will Chriſt cry, Peace, be ſt: thou Stor- 
my Sea, then both the Winds and the Seas, 
yea, and, the Devil (that Raiſed them) doth 
Obey: Chriſt lays Laws upon all-'Created 
beings, yea, upon the Devil himſelf + Hereby 
botly Chriſt and kns Church were both Deli- 
vered, and then the Calm became as: Great as 
the Storm had been. - There was then a great 
Calm, Mat.8.26. when Chriſt had fir{t-Rebuk- 
ed the Churcvs , (His Diſgiples) Unbelief ; 
and then the Storm the" Devil:had rais*d a- 
gainſt them, and againſt himſelf with them. 
Oh how-ſafeis that Ship(the Church) wherein 
Chriſt embarques himſelf in the:ſameBottom; 
Ik Fulins Ceſar could fay tohisBarge-man in a 
Stormy Sea, [Qu;d times\? Ceſarem Vehis, & 
us Fortanam,)] Berof good cheer Bargeman, 
or ?tis the Fortune of. :Ceſar thou art waſting 
over, andithat cannot Miſcarry : How much 
more; may thoſe that are embarqued in the 
{ame Bottony with Chriſt, be confident of a 


Y 4 ſafe 
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ſafe Arrival. It may be ſaid to the Devil, the 
raiſer of thoſe forms againſt the Church) what 
was once ſent to the Great Tark, 


Witerts Incaſſum Chriſt ſubmergere Navem, 
Fluttuat, at nunquam Mergitur illa Rats, 


The Church may ſometimes be Drench'a, but - 
ſhe ſhall never be Drow»?d, no not by. the 
worſt Storm that the Devil can Raiſe againſt 
.her, the Venom of a Toad may foulthat Chri- 
ſal, but can never ſtain it ;, Satans ſtormy Sea 
may Dive and dowſe that. Bottle, but gan never 
 _- Drown 1it : the Church is like the Confſtellati- 
- on (calPd the little. Bear) that always turns 

. * round about the Axis, or North-Pole, þut:ne- 
ver goes down under the' Earth withiother 
Stars and Conſtellations. as Father. Higroni- 
"mw elegantly expreſſeth 'itrin- theſe Woids, 
_ | Polus Septentrionalss, Semper Verſatur, nun- 
"quam Mergitur,:]. The North-Pole' alwayes 
- wheels about, but never wheels down out. of 
the Horizon, much Jeſs, is drowned-in the 
Sea': cand'as'excellent' is that Sentence 6F: Fa- 
ther Ambroſe, [Diabolus contra Ecclefram':Tem- 
peſtatem movet \, \ſed'.ipſe Naufragium facit'; | 
though the Devil ſtir up many ſtorms agaivit 
the Church, yet he (himſelf) is ſure to ſuffer 
Shipwrack,-as he did here, for no ſooner was 
Chriſt got ſafe to. Land, but the very-next 
News we hear of him is, his Encountring.with 
and 
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and Caſting out a whole Legion of Devils, that 
he might be Reveng'd of the Devil, who had 
endeavounr'd to drown both Him and all Hr, 
Matth.. 8. 28. Mark 5. 2. and Luk. 8. 27, 
The 34. Affault,or rather a Meeting, through 
the Devils being Outdared, was when a certazn 
Man which had Devils met Chriſt, (one that 
was more noed, more bewailed, and more out- 
ragiouq than the other)having a whole legion of 
Devils in him, (which among the old Romans 
was Six Thouſand Armed. Souldiers, or as Dr. 
Hammond faith, more than twice a$ many, e- 
ven Twelve Thouſand Five Hundred) ſo ma- * 
ny Devils were gotten into this oe poor Man: 
All Pharaohs Cruelties exercis'd upon the 1/- 
raelites; and all the moſt exquiſite Torments 
the moſt Savage Perſecutors put Gods people 
to, were all zothing to'this ; *tis a wonder that 
this poor Man having fo many Devils 6ramm'd 
up all together in him, did not crack aſunder 
both in Soul and Body : This Man had his 
Dwelling among the Tombs, There the Devils 
kept him to Terrifie him the more with che 
fear of Death a'l his Life, Hebr. 2. 15. and in- 
d:ed he was as Dead while he Lived, 1o that 
Burying place (which the Devil Haunts and 
plays his pranks there to enhaunch a Superſti- 
tion of Praying ro and for the Dead) was the 
fitteſt place for him, thither had thoſe Devils 
driven him, (*aavv*s, driven, as the Horſe is 
by the Spur of the Rider, Luk. 8. 9. *tis a 
- | Wonder 
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Worder they drove him not ro the Tombs, 
as well as among them, and that they made him 
not Run Violently down a ſteep place into the 
Sea to -Choak him, as they did the Herd of 
Swine, Matth.8. 32. This the Devils would 
have done with him, and more than this, they 
would have Run him down to the Bottomleſs 
Deep of Hell, had not God Preſerv*d him from 
all, that he-might meet his Saviour, whp durſt 
meet him, (though no Man elſe durlit do ſo, be- 
cauſe - of his Fierceneſs, Matth. 8. 28. ) not- 
withſtandihg his Legion of Devils in him: 
Thoſe Devils had driven him to Aſſault and 
Batter many Paſſengers Travelling that way, 
yet dare they not (though ſo many Devils) 
Venture upon one Chriſt, for upon his firit 
Approach, they feel a Beam of his Divine 
Power- coming forth ro Torment them, crying, 
Art thon come hither ito Torment us ? and what 
have we to dowith thee ?' v.29, but Chrilt had 
f{omewhat to do with them, that 1s, to Diſpoſ- 
ſef them, letting them know their Unclean 
Company was fitter for Unclean Swine than 
for 24an, Gods nobleſt Creature: Thus Chrilts 
Preſence was the Devils Torment, yet the poor 
Mans Happineſs, X 32500 Devils cannot match 
one Chrilt ; and this poor Poſſeſſed Man be- 
coming by Grace Diſpoſſeſed and coming to 
his Right mind, was: ſo ſadly Afﬀrighted, (as 
he had good cauſeNſits down at Feſws Feet,and 


Intreated him that he awght continue with bh 
| | Luk. 
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Luk. 8. 35,38. Mark 5. 18. not only to Te- 
ſtifie his Love to his Redeemer, but alſo his 
Fear, that upon Chriſts Departure from him 
he might Fall nnder the Devils Power again, 
and ſo be Repoſſeſſed. Thus Chriſts Conquers a 
great Army of Devils, and makes this Man 
(whom the Devils had made the moſt miſera- 
ble of Mankind) more Holy (and ſo more 
Happy)than all his Countrey-men,who beſought 
Chriſt. to Depart from them, Aatth. 8. 34. 
(preferring a Swine-ſty before a Santtaary, and 
Swines Company before a Saviows) whereas 
this only Man beſought Chriſt nor to Depart 
from him, and the Devils beſought Chrilt that 
he would not command them to go out into theDeep, 
Luk. 8. 31. Afvoroy or Bottomleſi-Pit, 2 Pet.2.4, 
Joh. 12. 13, * The matter is well. amended 
now, not long ago the Devil Aſſaults Chriſt 
with all might and malice in the Wilderneſs, but 
here in the Gadarens Countrey (none of the 
beſt) a whole Legion of Devils dare not 
Threaten Chriſt, but joyns all in one Petition, 
and beſought him not to pack them away to 
Hell : They had no mind out of this Coun- 
try, (that loved the Devils Company. better 
than Chriſts}and leſs mind out of this World, 
where they are (as 1t were) Reſpired and Re- 
preieved til] their full Torment come; tiey are 
ſuffred as Free Priſoners (7x Liber4, non Artt3 
Cuſtodia)to Flutter in the Ayr, and to Courſe 
about the Earth, Epheſ. 2. 2. Job. 1.5. Maith. 


I2.43. 
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12,43. 1Pet.5.8. yet all ths they do in Chains, 
2 Pet.2.4. Jude v. 6: until the /aſt Day, which 
they Tremble to think on, Fam, 2. 19. And 
which they that mock, at, 2 Pet. 3.3. Or make 
tight off, Matth. 22. 5. are herein worſe than 
Devils. * Behold here this great Wonder, 
that our Lord Chriſt (ſo lately Tefſed in the 
Sea, as well as Tempted in the Wilderneſs, hath 
here, even # his State of Humiliation, brought 
(aboye 12000)Devils Down upon their Knees, 
when they Beſought bim, finding themſelves 
over-powred,not only the Hoggiſh and carnal ' 
 GadarensBeſought Chriſt, (whom they durſt not 

Threaten out of their Coaſts). Matth. 8. 34. 
but even thoſe Principalities, Powers, and Spiri- 
tual Wickedneſſes in High places, Eph. 6. 12. do 
bow before this Ab-rech, Gen. 441. 43. .Cwhich 
ſignifies Tender Father,) This Joſeph our Bro- 
ther to whom Men and Devils muſt bow the 
Knee: How much more may he make every 
Knee bow to him #n bs State of Exaltation : 
Phi1.2.8,9. The ſame power of Chriſt (when 
He Pleaſeth) can now make the Tempter to 
change his Tone tous, and all Incarnate Ces 
vils their Cruel, into Kind and Candid Carria- 
Lee, undonbtedly He will Tread Satan under our 

eet ſhortly, Rom. 15. 20. If it were ['Short/:)] 
in Pauls Day, wherein the Myſtery of Iniqui- 
ty did but begin to Work, and the hong Leaſe 


of the Beaſts-Kingdomwas not yet begnn: How 


much more is it [Shortly] in our Day,wherein 


Tac 
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the Beaſt hath been playing Rex in his Pranks 
for above a 1000 Y. ſurely *tis not long ere 
this Word ſhall be Accompliſ®d. The 4th. 
Aſſault the Devil makes apo Chriſt, (after 
his Departure from Him for a Seaſon, Luk. 
4. 13.) was In his taking New Meaſures, (be- 
ing Hithertoat every turn over-match*d) and 
putting the People upon making Chrilt K:zg, 
whom he could neither Kz/! or Conquer, Joh. 
6. 14, 15. ?Tis true, before this, Satan made 
Two dangerous By-blows at Chriſt, the 1/. 
was in Cutting off John Baptiſt , who had 
Witneſſed him zo the World, that ſo Chriſt 
might ſtand upon his own Legs only, and not 
be any longer ſhored up by the Baptiſt, whom 
all People believ*'d to be a Prophet, Matth. 21. 26. 
The Occafion was this, John Baptiſt had not 
only Preach*d up Chriſt and his Kingdom, 
(which Enrag'd the Devil) but alſo had told 
Herod the Truth about his Darling Sin.which 
none others (though they knew it) durſt tell 
Herod ſo, but the Baptiſt only : this Herod 
(the /eF') was as fit a Tool for the Devil now, 
as his Father (Herod the great) was at Chriſts 
Birth, Tange Montes & Fumigabunt , Touch 
the, Mountains and they will ſmoak , P/al. 
104. 32. IL ouch a great Man upon the Sore, 
(as the Baptiſt hece did Herod) and he fumes,” 
caſts the Toucher into Priſon without Bazl or 
Mainprize, and there he lies for half a Year 
without ever Coming to a fair Trial or Hear- 


ing : 
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ing : John Baptiſt kyew well Gods Truth 
mult be zo!d, however it be taken, and not to 
be Betrayed (as too oft it 1s) by a Cowardly 
and Sinful Szlence : Here John lies in Fetters, 
. While the Fear of Man(morethan of God)Re- 
ſtraineth Herod from Murdering him, Mark 
6. 17,20. Matth. 14. 4, 5. he feared Johns 
Innocency, which ſhone in his Face, and he 
feared the People, (who Hared him already 
for his many Crimes and Cruelty) leaſt they 
ſhould move a Mutiny at the Death of ſo In- 
nocent and ſo wch Honoured a Perſon: Here- 
upon the Plot was layd *twixt Hered and his 
Harlot (Herod;as) to cut him off when their 
convenient Day (Herods Birth-day)did come, 
Mark.6.21. that day had been appointed 
Jong before for craftily ACting this cruel Tra- 
gedy ;, a great Feaſt muſt then be made, the 
Nobles Invited, the Damoſel-Dauzhter muſt 
Pance,the King muſt Swear, and muſt gratihe 
the Gees with the Baptiſts Head : All this 
was done as if God had not been concern'd at 
all ; but God did fo far concern himſelf, that 
Herod was ſtruck with Horror upon it, with 
Terrour and Torment, Luk. g. 7, mage, he 
ſtuck faſt in the 244d, and could find no way 
out, yet God made him find a way out of his 
«. Kingdom, (the half whereof he had promis'd 
to the Damoſel (for Tripping Wantonly upon 
the Toe ) as Joſephus Relateth, and (probably, . 
out of Gods Kingdom too : So Father and _ 
| e 
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be both alike in their Sin and Puniſhment : 
The 2d. By-Blow the Devil gave Chrilt was; 
to cut off his Followers (the Diſciples) as he 
had done his Forerunner John Baptiſt ; And 
this he endeavoured to effect, when he had 
got the Diſciples to Sea apart from Chriſt, 
Matth. 14. 23, &c. Mark 6. 25, &c. Joh.6.16. 
Very loth were the Diſciples-to Lanch out to 
Sea alone, and to leave his Sweet and Safe Com- 
any, but Chriſt conſtrains them to dolo, (1) 
that he might the ſooner diſmiſs the Multitude, 
(2) hedi{miſſeth his Diſciples to Sea, leaſt 
they(alſo)ſhould ſtrike in with that Raſh ma- 
ny-Headed Multitude, who would have made 
him King. (3) Though they were loth to 
leave their beſt Friend behind them fo neer 
Night, in a Deſart, and all alone too, yet this 
was Chriſts Chozce, that He might have an Op- 
portunity of Solitary Prayer for their Safety, | 
and of his AGraculous Walking upon the Wayes 
f Chriſt (for a 
few Hours of Danger only) they learnt the 
Worth of Chriſt : no ſooner had the Deyll 
caught the Diſciples at Diſtance from Chriſt, 
but to Work he falls, then down comes the. 
Storm and up goes the Sea; another aaa; or, 
mig hty Storm, (which is a Wind(faith Ariſto- 
tle) that Rouls in a Circle with ſuch violence,, 
inſomuch as it ſwallows up whole Towns int, 
laly, &c. ) and iou@ wwns a great Tem- 
pet, a very Sea-Quake, of the ſame NOns, 
oh wit 
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with anEarth-Quake,(which bath the Formid- 
able force of removing Mountains, and of caſt- 
ing down Strong Caſtles that ſtand upon them) 
Deſcends from the Stinking Breath of che 
Prince of the Ayr, (the Devil) upon now the 
poor and Chriſtleſs Apoſtles, with a malicious 
Intention to Drown them all, that they might 
neyer trouble his Kingdom any more; as with 
an Horrible Wind Satan had Brain'd all Jobs 
Children, ſo by the like means he would have 
Drowwdall Chriſts Diſciples, Chriſt being ab- 
ſent in this latter, as Fob (himſelf } was in the 
former Inſtance. Behold (with me) a little, 
I, The Churches Calamity. 2, Her Comfort, in 
the 1/#. See the ſad Circumſtances of this Hi- 
ſtory of the Church: * as (1)in this little Ship 
was embarqued al the Hopes of a Church that 
now God had in the whole World, as in 
Noahs Ark, couped up in a little compals: 
(2) The Winds were contrary, Matth. 14. 24. 
as Af. 27.4. So ®tis-moſtly with the Church, * 

"that is ſo often blown back from the Cape of 
Good Hope, and from the Haven of Heaven 1n 
her MGltant State. ſhe is ever and anon, as in 

the Srrairs of Magellan, wherein which way 
ſoever a Man Bends his Courſe, here is ſure to 
have theWind ſit croſs to him. (3), Thoſe 
Contrary Winds were not ſo much Ordinary as + 
Extraordinary, ſo that thoſe Apoſtles (who 

were Fiſhermen, and thereby-experienced 11 

ordinary Sea-Storms) cryed out, We Periſh, for 


(4) they | 
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lt they were [Pacarif owes, Mark 6. 38, 49. 
which ſignifies not only that they wereT / 
ſed with the Tettipeſt,but alſo Tormented with 
it; ſo the Word is uſed, Zak, 16. 23. The Rich 
Glutton was [ Baozrors ? in Torments : 
Thus the 4 ithed Church was here rot. only 
toſſed with Tempeſts, and not Comforted, as 1/2: 
54. 11, but alf 0 Tormented, as thoſe miſerable 
Met are by the Tormentors(in the Spaniſh In- 
uiſition)roſſing them roo and fro up and down, 
till they be Ready to looſe one Limb frotfi a+ 
hother: So this Wind was far unlike the ſweer 
Gales of the Spirit of God, which always blows 
Good to the Church out of every Quarter; 
Northand Soath, Cant.4..16: but more like that 
[Ruach Gedolab? ſtrong and mighty Wind; 
1 Kirt. 19. 11. Which had not the Lord in it; 
for his Voice isa Voice of Mercyand Cleriens 
ty, and Natural to him, Mieah 7.18. and his 
Voice of Juſtice againſt Fezebel (which was 
hot to be yet) is called his frange 4&4, Iſai. 
28, 21, yea, more then ſo, for this T empeſtil- 
ons Wind had the Dewil in it, and therefore if 
tolled the Chirrch up and down, hither and thi- 
ther, ſo it Toiled and Tormented then, as if It 
had been Extorting(as upon a Rac k)a Denyat 
b Re-4g and of al al Chriſtiahity from ther * 
were in the Deep, the Ship was now i 
if Lab the Sea, Marth, 14. 24, Mark 6.47- z 
the Syriack Adds, T ley were many F urlongs 
front each Shore, agreeable to Joh. 6:19., 
'Z where 


\ 
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where *tis faid they Rewed *cbout Thirty Fur- 
longs, {o deep was the Seca here that they could 
not Fathom or Feel the Hotrom,: and here the 
Devil hoped to carry it, by carrying them 
down into this Deep, and not only fo, but to 
carry them alſo dows {t11] lower into his own 
Deep, even to the Deep and Bottomleſs Pir of 
Hell, (6.) It was very Dark (as well as very 
Deep,) Joh.6.17. which is a time very Terri- 
ble ro Marriners to whom the Water affords 
them moſtly a little Light : now Darkneſs (of 
it ſelf )was their Danger, not knowing how to 
Steer their Courſe ſafely from Rocks and 
Quick-Sands, Sailing was then Dangerous, as 
AF. 27.9, when no Stars appeared, V. 20, but 
this was more Dangerous (1a it ſelf (being a 
Dorkneſs from the Prince of Darkneſs, the 
Devil, who Hoped to Drown them in the 
Deep and in the Dark, a right Devilliſh deed 
of Darkneſs) that they might not Diſcern 
their own Deſtruftion ; Oh how doleful was 
all this to the Diſciples ? *rwas ſo deep they 
could not feel Bottom, and ſo dazkthey could 
not diſcern Shore, and whether this (the De- 
vils) Haricaxe would drive them; to drown 
them, either by ſwallowing up the Shipin the 
midit of the Sea, or by ſpliting her upon the 
Rocks or Sands of the Shore, they knew not : 
Oh what a ſad Taking was Fadas. ( whom 
Chriſt calls a Devil ſoon after this, Joh. 6. 70. 
3n, at this {ad Bout, But the (7) was means 
s 
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deſt Gircurſtante ofa, to wits, Chriſt was Ab» 
ſent fromthem 18 this Storm, who way preſent 
with themin the other, And Jef was not com? 


 fothem, Joh. 6, 17. This was worſe to them - 


than the Stormy their belt Pilot and Protector 
(whole Preſence had Pretcftedihern from the * 
laſt late Storm) was wanting ; Though Chriit 
was. Aſleep 1n the former Storm, yet was he at 
hand, they could quickly Awake him; but aw 
was he out of their Cal, and they knew not 
when he would come : Oh what can they do? 
no doubt but the Devil might make them 
doubt of the 7ruth of Chriſts  ords to them 
[Te ſhall bear by Name among the Gentiles] as 
Aft. 9. 15. *tveas now more likely they ſhould 
bearit down tnto the Deep,and unto the Dead, 


, yet mark it, they altogether Deſpond not, 


they do not betake themſelves to ther Boat, 


*as thoſe Deſperado's did, At. 27. 30. but rs 


their Oars, Rowing hard about T wenty-Five of 
Thirty Furlongs, Joh: 6.19.. "They had 1o 
learnt of Chrilt, Epheſ. 4. 20. that God muſt 
be Truſted, but not 7 empted by a wiltul Neg- 
lect of Due means ; he isnot tyed to themi, yet 
doth he uſually Work with them ; their Sails 
they could not Hand out ; the Wind was to0 
Boliſterous,therefore they keep Togging(wiill 
Hands all ) at their Gars, even all the 1 hzce 
long Watches of the Dark and ſtormy Night; 
(for the Streſs of Weather, and the Diſciples 
Diſireſ laſted, firomEvening to Midaight, {od 
£ 2. 
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from thence to Cock-crow, then after Cock- 
crow (the 4th, Watch of the Night) God 
Bleſſed their Endeavours fo far as to brin 
them to-a'Szghr of their Deay (longed and . 
long-tooked for) Saviour, Joh. 6. 19. * This 
doth Teach us, In greateſt ſtorms to uſe all 
lawful Means and Prafticable Helps for our 
own Deliverance as the Diſciples here [. Nox 
IWavem Deſerunt ſed Remigando Laborarunt,] 
Deſerted not their Stations, but did their ut- 
moſt at their Oars, when they could do nothing 
with their Sails; Try all things, 1 Theſl.5.21, 
if any one way may not, another may avail, 
Having Viewed 1. the Churches Calamity (in 
thoſe Seven ſad Circumſtances, ) now take a 
View of the Churches Comfort: Chriſt will not 
leave her Comfortleſs, igpdvss, or Orphans. Joh. 
14.18, as his Diſciples ſeem to be now during, 
Chriſts Abſence, who was not only their Lord 
but their Father alſo, for he calls them his Chil- 
dren, Matth. 5. 45. but more plainly and di- 
ſtinftly he faith to his Diſciples, [Children 
bave you any Meat?!Joh.21.5,]* Oh the Bound- 
leſs and Bottomleſs Bowels of this Heavenly 
Father to his poor Children, ever {ſaying Com- 
paſlionately to them, [ Have ye Food, and have 
ye Raiment, Have ye this, and Have you that ?} 
otix Heavenly Father knoweth that we have need 
of theſe things, Matth.6.32;,,both for our Soals 
the good _ of the Throne, and for our 
Bodies thofe of the FootitgoF; he Carerh _ 
- | - 


ww 
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Catereth in every thing that is good for us: Oh 
Happy we, did we bur know -5ebevingly our 
own Happinep, Pſal.139.14. and 22.9. and 144. 
'15. Numb.11.13. Hoſf.2.8,21,22. Pſal.50.10, 
Rom.8.28. Oh happy D#/ciples, that had ſuch 
aFather.,(preſent or abſent even when plung?d 
in the Deep of Miſery, we have ſeen their {ad 
Suffering or Paſſion (1h the Circumſtances a» 
foreſaid,) now View a little Chriſts Compaſſi: 
0 for Comforting the Church in Calamity 
the Diſciples could not well be Ignorant of 
the yerning of Divine Bowels over his Church 
inſuch alike Condition as theirs then was, 1/a, 
4.11, Oh. thou Aﬀitted, &c. and it could not 
ut comfort the Diſciples to conſider they had 
« | not ſtep'd out of -Gods way when they met 
with this Storm, for. Chriſt had Conſtrained 
them to go this Voyage, and that, wirhour 
him: *Tis very;Comfortable to take along 
with us (in all our Journeys and Voyages) 
Chriſts ſweet and ſaving Company, but Chriſt 
Commands them to go without him to this place: 
where they were-in this Jeopardy. * Hence 
Obſerve (1) Storms may be met with in ways 
of: Obedience, in: going where and whether 
Chriſt þids us go.. (2) If-Storms meet thoſe 
#f* that Walk in ways of Obedzence, what.can they 
J expect that Walk in ways of Ds/obedtence,, 
but Fodoms Storm of Fire and Brimſtone ! (7) 
Storms may well be-expected if Ebriſt be Ab- 
fat, as here : Yea, (4/Fhey are uot empty 


142 The23th. Plot againſt the Church c:22 

£d from Fexrs = Dangers bythe preſence of 
Chriſt, 22th, $:25. (5) Chriſt may ſcem td 
be Carelef of the Canfe,Cafe; and Condition 
. of hisEkurch and; Children; he falls aſleep in 
the ir Form? and had withdrawn himſelf in 
rhe ſecond. (6)Chriſt was tugFing and tojling 
ascarneſtſy ih his Prayer for them, Matth, 14, 

2.3. asthe) TW for themſelves ln their Perilling” 
and « Es Perihing condition with: all-theit 
Hard Rw7ygs. 67.) A ſtrniy 'Sex cannot Se- 


parattErii rom his Chufeh Yn Da er, Roms. 


35 \Chtiftromes Walkin” Wporithe' Sea Aowing 
himſetf tin to be orearerthinh-0/6s 'who 
only Waka through a Sex Dyed upbut'rhe 
Meſſiah Walks ons ſurface of 4 Butte: 
yea, notoriouſly Raging; Chriſt ſtep ps fronrof 
one pt. aW ave up 21ther; his E dhealh 
afonp bearing tip the Natural Weis eight/of*hi 
Manhood:he Sell knew thatHis Abſence mg 
their Suffering s Unſufferable, ſo'takes h& "by 5 
and KD mortal ſtrides towards' them 
Patch. 14.25. (8) When Chriſt” on ' the Shb ; 
faw them roiling on the Sea, then-out of (6, 
paſlion he came upon the Seato comfort them; 
Mark. 6. 48; Chrift is now-landed upon't Xi 
Shore of Glory in Heaven, and thence he be- 
holds all. the'Toilings* of Fs Church upon 
this Troubleſocme Sea. on Earth, theh, comes 

he down to 'Deliver her; Exod. 3.),'. ſt 9 ") 
| yet not till the*qrh. Watch of ' tht Nig ihr, the _ 
gnd not tillthert; he commonly keeps'hiShaf nd 

or 
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for aDead- lift, and his Help is alway s ſweet, 
becauſe what ever wethink of it) *tis always 
Seaſouable, 114.30.18, (10) How apt are Men 
to tniſtake their Comforts when they come to 
them, as here, they were troubled at the com- 
ing'of their only Comforter , Matth. 14. 26. 
They Feared this Spectrum or Apparition as 

el}as the Storm; they mightthink it was the 


Devil, who had rais*d that Storm, and was 


ceme (hinfelt) to ſink them out-right : thus 
miitook” they their Saviour for Satan, and - 
their Chozceſt Comforter tor their chictelt Can- 
fronter and Confounder : (11) ?tis {ad to. a 
ſenſible Soul when Chriſt /cc,zeth ra paſs by 
him, Mark 6.48. This Afirights them (tell 
more, and: made them think he was ſome 
Walking Night-Devil, when he ſeem'd to pap 
by them, and to take no notice of their Deplo- 
rable Eftate, which Chriſt. might do only to 
try them whether. they-would intreat-him'to 
came” aboard, for Fob. 6.21; they would” have 
(fo: ſome Read it, [5997] for, lWilinply; ) 
Retei?d 'him into the Ship, and djd to,; Hark, 
6,751; 12 Oh how ſweet a Cordfal rothaſe 
wellnigh-ſwouning Diſeiples,was thoſe words 


[ers £,) even IwithanRmpbaſis, | Fe nor 4- 
fraid,} either of the Phantaſm ye Fear, or of 
theFurious Sea ye Feel, It #1, whont ye need 
not be afraid of 

that comes to Harm and Hurt you, :but Iam 
the good Angel of the Covenant, who' comes 


for lam not theevil Angel 


£ 4 to 


” 


to Help you, and to Hand you ſafe to Land ; 
7 am he that keeps the enſuring Office both 
Þy Sea and Land, and my Right Fqor (the ftron- 
ger of the two) & upen.the Sea (the more Un- 


ruly Element) in all its Sea-Quakes, as my left 


Foot is upon the Land, in all its Concyſlions and 
Earth-quakes, * Revel. 10. 2. therefore 1 fpall 


loſe nothing of a! that the Father hath given meg, 


Toh: 6.29. So he tells them ſoon after this 
Marvellous Deliverance, for the Working of 
which, he had purpoſely withdrawn himſelf 
from them until ow: All this is compriſed 
in this Cornc:ſe Kind of Speech, [Jr i 7}, he 
doth not ſay [.7 am Jeſus,] as he ſaid Iv Per- 
ſecuting Saul,(who had never heard hjsVaics 
before) 4.9.5. but only [t « 1,] as ſpeak- 
ing tothoſe who well knew his Voice, and 
thus Abruptly, as Importing his Haſt to come 
and comfort them, behold he-cometh leaping over 
Mountains, the Hills of PBether or Separation, 
Can.2:17. Thoſe lofty Mountains (the High: 
ſyolnSurges of theSea) he leaps over, they 
ſhall not Separate him from his Spouſe, the 
Church ' And: no' ſponer was Chriſt (whoſe 
Abſence troubl'd 'them, and whoſePreſence 
Terrify?d them) come Aboard, but Immed:- 
ately the Ship was at Land, Joh.6. 21, and 
thoſe Half-Dead Diſciples came lively aſhore 


: where:they would willingly haye been; * There 
'. wants pothing to Help oxr Ship (the Chupch) 


rthroueh this Stormy Sea ſafe te Land, ſave 
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Chrifts coming to wu both for calming the ſtorm 
and for conveying Home the wy. * Things of 
20 backward, e*re they goforward; Chri 
i4 come here, but while he was Unkyowy, 
neither his Diſciples were comforted, nor the 
Sea becalmegd, the coming of him (in whom 
all their comfort was contain'd,) caus'd them 
| to ery out for fear, Matth. I4. 26, their Fears 
befool'd rhe;n, but Chriſt fraighrway heard 
their Cry, and makes himſelf known tothemg; 
yet doth not becalm the Sea for them, Peters 
Faith (Requieing a Sign) mult be tryed firſt 
and aſter dds, "Chriſt (himſelf) ye a known 
Chriſt muſt come up into the Ship, and then 
comes the calm, (Oh that ut were thus withus 
ow. )-y4. 32. The ending of Perers Tryal was 
the ending of the Diſciples Trouble, Chriſt 
will have an Hand to Hand Petey both out of 
the Sea and into the Ship (yer not without a 
check for his looking too much on the Sea, 
and too little on his Saviewr) before the Storm 
ceaſe, *twas not only Chriſts Preſence, but his 
Precept that Allay*dit: The Diſciples muſt be 
better Awakened both to Hope and Deſire 
this favour from Chriſt before it be done: yet 
their Delivery was at hand, while they appre- 
hend nothing hut Deftrui;on, both from the 
Raging Sea, (making no way with all their 
Rowing) and from the frightful Apparition, * 
* others took Shipping then, Foh. 6. 24. yet met 
ho Storm-; Satans Bighs is againſs. the CR 
| ole 
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Thoſe: Two By-Blows'of the Devil-againſt 
Ht if his forernamrer, (the Baptiſt) and in 
folhwers, (his DiſcipfesY being  Diſpatch- 
ed;*come' we now+ to the Devils Down-ripht 
Blow' at Chrift hifelf,- whick'was mach a- 
_ bout he-ſame time, t& wit, his Deviliſh De- 
ſi#"'he propoſed and'promoted, of making 
Chrift # King, Joh.6/15, Here he' was a 
' whit Devil indeed as: to Appeararce, but as 
Black/as(His) Hell, 88 tothe Deſign, for had 
Chriſt been content that the People (ſtirrd 
upthereunto by the Devil) ſhould have Xng'd 
hintthen the proud Prietts and Portize Pilate 
would” have had the -Law on 'their fides to 
have X;Pd him; an&havefoundiHundredsof 
Witneſſes apainſt-him, wherea#they earneſt» 
ly: fougbt for WiteltesagainſÞhim,-yer found 
they#one, Matth:26:63: then they might have 
lay\d Treaſon againſt 'Ceſar to his Charge in- 
detd For at this timethey were Vaſlals to the 
Romnihs,' of whom'they ſtood in' Fear, Joh. 
11. 48; This therefore was one of the Devils 
Maſtet=Stratagems, which yet had Chriſt -ac- 
cepted of, *it hatbeen'far betowthat Univer- 
{al Kitizhip-that the Devil had tendred- in 
his Temptations 'to/Chrift, Marth.4.8,9. yet 
now he puts the People on'to make him King 
of the Fews, (4a Kingdom; that was but a little 
Sper 6f *Earth, and burone Tribe of Twelve) 
that'he might be Arraign'd at the Bar (by a 
BilFof Attainder)- afterwards, Matth.,27:17. 
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=_ £7 bis Deſwn the Devil Managd UE: 

moveable: Mende, whoſeBellies Chriſt 2d 

-f11d with ear by a Miracle, which had rar 

1y been filled by their own hard Hand- ine 

Hereby Satan Tran ſpotted thein fa, 

cry up Chrift (whom after he'made them” & 

down as 4 Deceiver) far pbove Moſes,” J6 

6. 14. who thos multiply*d Bread cyen to a 
p51 quatieity, of Reverſions,; this muſt D 


dt 


| Dearerh! ER 


| Kg, notro he. Sad one, ” Eh -Þ - do 


whe that wat Boyn King of the Jews: He was 
Kin before, he came Intorhe Nie Ocho 
thy: ing, comprh."&c; ts} Clitiſt 
was a King Þ Ghd himſcl "afak > b; wr ner 
to be made fo'by Man, he' is: Goas King,” tht 
Mans. T have ſet my King upon my Hill, (3 ) 


. 'Thoſe famelook'd only at-4'carjial Kingdom; 


their Belly $astheir 'GodYthey'woult make 


bim Kin cauſe he trad fIPd their Belles, 


fiot* hecayfe he had PreaclPa” tb them the 
Word of FR Life, They. \foflowed him far 
Loves, oor. Love, Wes told- then, 

7oh. 6.26: they Uid not love Feſts for Jef in 
ſake, but:dreamdt'all of PJepry: under him : 
(4) They would have Rpn Chriſt into a Pxv- 
munixe, 23'to*the Roma? Power, which —_ 
: | then 
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- then Lord it over the Fews, to-which Chriſt 
paid tribute, Repdring unto Cziar, the thing; 
that were Cz: Marth, 17.27. and 22, 21, 
* but their Belies had as few Eyes as Eares? fo 
. Could not deſcern ths Danger. (5) The De- 
vil well knew(though they d1d not) that Chriſt; 
Kingdom was not of this World , Joh. 18. 36, 
nor cometh with Obſervation of common No- 
tice, Luk. 17. 23... (6) Thoſe prepoſterous 
Perſons, as they were thus ſoon ſo Hot, fo 
they were as ſoon: Cold ( when they cry'd 
Crucifie him) jn their AﬀeCtions to bim. (24y,) 
As the Devil had . notably Manag'd his Te- 
ſign, ſo Chriſt as notably broke the Neck of 
it, both by breaking the Confederacy, and,b 
Avoiding the Occaſion and Opportunity. 1ff, 
Chriſt broke the Confederacy 1. by packing 
away his Diſciples, who probably might A- 
bet this Tickling Motion of the Rude Mul- 
titude, for they were oft Harping. upon an 
Earthly Kingdom in their Day, Luk. 24. 21. 
A. 1.6, 7. wherein the two, Aſpiring Sons 
of Zebedee, defired: to fit, the. ane:on King 
Chriſts Right Hand, and the other on his 
Left : They dream'd of a Diſtribution of Ho- 
Nours and Offices as in David and: Solomon, 
Days, but Chriſt calls them, Fools for it, Luk. 
24.25. 2ly. Chriſt pack*'d away, this over- 
zealous Multitude , Matth. 14.26. that he 
might ſhun all Suſpition of any 'Treaſonable 
Sedition, Chriſt avo;# all Appearance of 5% 
1 . 1 Thell, 


__pa—__— 


} | 1 Theſ. 5.22. h® commanded them to be 


one by 'his 5 mighty Power, which .they 
though a Multitude)) could notReſiſt ; and 
hetells theqn at their next Meeting, they muſt 
expect no other Food to be provided for them _ 
by him, then his own Fleſh and Blood, Joh. 6, 
53, 54, 57. This was Zxangds Aos an hard 
Saying ; it ſounded ſo harſh in their Ears, 
that they fall quite off from their former pro- 
jeft of making him King, and would not ſo 
much as follow him any more, v. 66, but ſup- 
poſe this many-Headed Wulrirude woultl nor 
Diſperſe omar, yet ?tis ſaid (gly ) Chriſt 
withdrew himſelf [«r:2@g:ow] Privily into a 
Mountain, Joh. 6. 15. ro avoid the very occa- 
fron of being Impos'd upon by the People, as 
to a Kingſhip for thoſe following Reaſons. (1) 
Chriſt came not into the world to be Miniſtred 
unto, but to Miniſter, Matth. 20, 28. (2) He 
was not to Receive a Kingdom from Men, but 
to give a Kingdom to Men, Luk. 12. 32. (3) 
He was the Noble-Man that was to Travel in- 
to the far Countrey of Heaven, while all his 
Servants (even the Elect in all Apes ) did 
Trade with their Talents upon Earth, there 
he was tO Receive a Kingdom from God, Euk, 
19. 12, and then the Lord Returns, and His 
Servants Reckons, Matth. 24. 15, 19. (4) 
Chriſt withdrew to Teach us, that his King- 
dom is” ndt carzal, conſiſting of Pleaſures , 
Treafures and Honours, of Jfecat —_ my 
C,-DUT 
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&.1 but *tis.a King = of of te wſ, Peace 
and Foy in the Ho F.-Ghoſ, OM. 14. 17. (5) 
to ___ that the, Kingdom of God was within 
as, Luk. 17.21, Et teacheth .to-contemn 
be Faneies of a, Kingdom without, And meerly 
ternal. (6) He withdrew todiſappoint the 
Devil of all juſt occaſions of Offence againſt 
him; for if the Devil (in his rad did 
ſo proſceute Chriſt for a Mover: of Sedition, 
though he rejected this Royal-proffer from the 
People, how much more would he have done, 
had he Accepted of it ; how would this Att 
have been an Article of High Treafon, (and 
with much ſeeming Juſtice Improv*d) againſt 
Chriſt. Thus the Devil (calPd Diabolzs from 
Calunniating) was confounded. in this Deſign 
of procuring a juſt cauſe of Calumniating a- 
poo Chriſt, . This Aſſault is fruitleſs and 
ruſtrate alſo, as al! his former Aſſaults had 
been before : After this, the Devil made ma- 
ny other petty-Aſſaults againſt the Church in 
Chriſt Her Redeemer, ( well knowing, could 
he but Cur off the Head,(Chriſt)his Body(the 
Church) would ſoon Die, before his great 
and Grand Aſſault when Chriſts Hour was 
come, and that fatal Hour and Power of dark- 
neſs, Luk.22.53. for extinguiſhing the Lamp of 
David, and *o Light of the World. When the 
Devil ſaw how Chriſt carry*d on the Kingdom 
of the Goſpel, not only by the Preaching of 


the 7 Zwehve, butalſo of the Seventy ſent out to 
£On- 
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confirm their Doctrine by Miracles, Matth. 
10. and, Za. 10. lnſomuch as Satare was . ſeen 
to fall like Lightning from Hier, v.18. towit, 
Viewably,- Violently ;)and Velociouſly,. or 
Swiftly, as Lucifer d1d, 1/2.14.12.[ trom,Mens 
Hearts]which the Devil accounts his Heaven, 
but is caſt out by the mighty Goſpel, 2 Cor.10,4, 
5. This Errages Satau : Hereupon he ſets the 
Jewiſh Sanhedrim on Work, they feck, to kill 
Chriſt, Joh.7.1,11,19,25,30. but no Man had 
power to /ay hold on him at that Fealt of Ta- 
bernacles, not only,becauſe his Hour was not yet 
come, as 1s there Expreſled, v. 30, 44. but alſo 
becauſe he was ſo Marvellonſly Matchlefs in His 
Preaching, v. 46. and {0 uncontroulable Inno- 
cent and Inoffenſive in His Pratt:ice,. v. 21,31. 
AF.10.38, This Convincing Lite which Chriſt 
led, (paying all his Church-Duties, Matth. 17. 
' 27, the halt Shekel that went to the Repair 
of the Temple, and likewiſe his Tribute to.Cz- 
far, Matth.22.21.) did ſo confound the De- 
vil and his Tools, that they went away (as it 
were) with a Flea in their Ear, an Unſeen Co- 
ercive Hand of Divine Power and Providence 
binding their Hands at this time ; The 
Counſel (being confuled,, conſiſting of Sad- 
duces' (which Approved Nicodemm:”s Seaſona- 
ble ſaying) as well as Phariſees, )was alſo Con- 
tounded and Diſmiſſed, | Re Infetta,]: Every 
Man went Home Diſappointed, ver.2,3. laying 
alide (not leaving or loſing)their ak 
,-0 | a 
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| ſactice only till the next Opportunity , which 
was Foh.8.59. wyere they took xp Stones to Stone 
Chriſt - The pttended provocation where- 
unto was this; (1.) Chriſt had Avoided their 
Sn Queſtion they as:*d' him abour 
the Adulteref, v.6. the Snare lay here on both 
Hands, if he Condemr?d her, he then would 
ſeem to Aſſume Fudicial Power, if he Condemn- 
ed her not, he would then ſeem a Contemner 
of Moſes Law, Levit: 20. 10. fo could not be 
the True Meſſias : Chriſt in his Divine Wiſ- 
dom Uſes ſuch Mears as neither Refledted upon 
the Authority of Moſes Law, nor Rerratted 
His own Doctrine (ſo oft Sounding in their 
, Ears) concerning the Remiſſion of Sin and 

Sinners : He (who had ſtooped down from 
Heaven to Earth:ſtoops down Here to Write 
(as ſome ſuppoſe) this Penitent Womans Sin 
in the Duſt, which he Wiped out again accor- 

ding to the Promiſe, ,[ ];-even 7 am he that 
Blotteth out Tranſoreſſions, &c.] Iſai.43.25. He 
did not Write her Sin-with a Pen of Iron ups 

— on the Pavement of Stone, (as he did the Law, 

and as he doth the Sins of the Impenitent, for 
Duration, and for their Obduration, ) but up- 
on the Ground, to which his Adverſaries'Ve- 
rily Thought they had Knock*'d Him down. 

Hereupon they more Inſolently Urge him for 
an Anſwer. At this, Chriſt Zzfts up himſelf 
(Woe tothem againſt whom he doth ſo, P/at. 
68.1, and 44.23, Dent.32.40.) Saying, ag 
c 
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- He that is withour Sin, let himcaft Miſt Stone ;, 
withthis Word (as with a Stone)W knockt 
thoſe Stoners (for ſuch they would have been 
to the Woman) on the Head, for Chriſt Sroop- 
ing down again; to give them Opportunity of 
Confulting with their own Convicted Con- - 
{ciences, and of Stealing away Pprivily, leaſt 
this All-knowing One ( whom they would 
have Enſnared)) ſhould Detect their Abomi- 
nable-Crimes before the People, ſo Blaſt their 
Reputation among them, v. 8.9. and the Eldeſt 
(who had the molt Sins) leads. out the Towngeſt 
none of them being able to ſtand it out before 
this One Word of Chriſt : This Diſappoint- 
ment of their Deſign made them mad, . yet 
Chriſt meeting them after in the. Treaſury ; 
y. 20, and telling them they ſhould 'Dze in therr 
- Sins, v.21: and they were Children ' of the De- 
vil, y. 44. This madded them more; Tnfo- 
much that they took up Stones to Stone bim, who 
would not let them Stone the Woman, ver.29. 
[But Jeſus Hid himſelf] -either firiking them 
Blind or making Himfelf Inviſible, as before, 
He Departs without .Harm , and the Devil 


Zefes us Deſign thereby. 
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The Wpenty-Fourth Plot, &c. 


B all; was His Raiſ-rg. up Lazerm from 
the Dead, Joh: 11.47. Thoſe Repro- 
bate Wretches would not Believe, no, though one 
cam? from the Dead ro them, Luk. 16. 31./as La- 
24ar16, and yet they lilten*d as little to Him, as 
they did to Chriſt; They Call a Council, not 
out of theunlearned Rabble, but moſt learned 
Clerks (which ſhould: have known better 
things) the Chief Prieſts and Phariſees Convere 
and Conſult, .yea, and Unanimouſly Conclude; 
that notonly Chriſt, but alſo Lazarus. muſt be 
put to Death; Feb. 12. :0.and why muſt Laza- 
rus Die? *twas only becaufe God had made 
him Aklwve ;-but they ſeem to-have better Rea- 
{ſon (eventhat of Neceſſiry) for Killing Chriſt ; 
If chis be. not: done (ſay they) the Romans wil 
come, &C. *Foh. 11. 48.:a4nd becauſe it was done, 
the Romans came indeed and Plagu*'d them #r: 
taking away their Place and Nation, principally 
for this lnexpiable Sin of Killing rhe Lord of 
Glory, as Chriſt had told them, Marth. 21. 38, 
39, 40. and as they (themſelves) had unwit- 
trngly Read, (even) theix own Deſtiny, v. 41, 
43, Luk.20. 15. Thus they pretending and 
pleading a Necellity eo Sz, whereas they lay 

. vndgcr 
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Ut that which. made thenr mad moſt of 
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under no Neceſlity, fave only one; to wit, ot 
te Sin, and becgule they did ſo Sin, (which 
they thought their Duty) therefore the thing 
that they feared came upon them, King Jeſs 
(or Killing him) ſent Forth his Armies, (the 
Roman-Spoilers) who Diſpoſſeſſed them © 
their Country, Burnt their Temple, (as the 
Caldeans had formerly done in the time uf 
their Fore-fathers)- Marrh.22.7. and 242,16, 
20,21.,34. the Deſtruftion of Feruſalem (for 
Murdering of Chr:ift) was a Matchlef Deſtrutti- 
on, as Joſephus Relates, a Million of Jews pe- 
riſhed miſerably by the Siege, (the whole Body 
of the Land being then gather®d: together at 
the-Paſſover,) and g7cco carri'd Captive, 
Mark.Ch. 13.19. calls thoſe Daies Aftiition, as 
if: that time were nothing elſe but Afﬀibtion it 
ſelf. Well, therefore might the Cheif-Prieſts 
and - Phariſees (when Avrene)dxe/lor, Self-Con- 
demmed, Tit.3.11,) ſay, God forbid, Luk.20.16; 
when Chriſt had. extorted from them an Evi- 
dent foretelling of their own final Fate pat, 
21.41. While they. thought others were cou- 
cern'd in the Parable, but perceiving that 
themſelyes were the Wicked Men which the 
Parable did perſonate, they would have R:- 
trated the Sentence they had Den:wncedagainlt. 
themſelyes out ' of their own Mouths, and 
cries {1 3vo/le} God forbid, Mark. 12.9. and 
Zak 20. 16, which the Syrizch, Reads, [This 
ſhallnos be.) we will nor Kill the Son of Ged, the 

| As 2 Lord 


- 
. 


256 The 24th. Plot ag a1 the Church c54 
Lord of the Vineyard, &c. notwithſtanding this 
their [abſir] bt'it fur from -ns foto do, yet they 
aid it ; the Devil Helping them with'a Jeſu;- 
tical Equiyocation, That It was not therr Right 
Meſfiah, buorily a Mock-Meſſiah whom they 
ſought to Murder : - Heretipoh they fall*ro 
Work by the Devils Drre&tion, and with his 

| beſt Aſſiſtance ; the Grand' Remora was; They 
Feared the People, Matth: 41.46. * (* They 
©zre Worſe than-Chriſt-Killers;that fear them 
©not,, and-while the Body 6f a People bear Fa- 
© your to Chrift and his Cafe, neither of theſe 
©Two can he Killed by the worſt of Perſecu- 
"tors. This Rab and Remva is Mill untermov® 
ed, Matth. 26:54, 5. The General Connenl 
(not unlike to-that of Trent) Convene apa, 
hold the Contlufien, (Chrilt Thall be RHPdY 
but cannot-Hit upon -a-Convenenient”time,. 
crying, Not zt'the Feaſt, for Fear of a Reſcne'® 
* Behold the" contrary Motions: of Heaven 4 
Hell: The Dew (in this Council, juſt contra” 
ry to that, A. 15. 28. where'the Holy Ghoſt 
ſat Preſident) eries here; Not'on the Feaſt Day, 
another time 1s more feafonable : No, faifty 
God, It ſhall not be when you will, ChrifF 
whom you Kill is my Paſchal Lamb, (the Lamb 
that is to take awaythe Sins of the World, JON" 
1.29.) you (and the Devil to Help you)'do 
nothing but according to Myutrerminare Com: 
fel, At.4.28-and2:22, Though you be a 
pany of -Blo6dy Dogs » 7 wins © 
_ a 1C 


£243. in Chriſt, Defeated by God, 357 
the fear of an Uproar. from the Friends and 
Fayourers of -Chriſt, ſo that.you ſay, Nor on 
the Feaſt ;, but I fay, It ſball: be.an;the Paſchal 
Feaſt-Day, and 0n.n0 other, Here is a Mar- 
yellous Over-rugng Providence ; thoſe Wick» 
ed Prieſts had oft ſought a-time» (before this) 
wherein to Kill Chriſt, but never could find a- 
ny, Until his hour was now cozne, and not now 
mult they Determine the time, the P:ſve:- 
Lamb muſt Die gn the P:ſſover-Day, to put an 
End to the Fews/-Pallover, (fignitying their 
Deliverance from «Agypr and her King) but 
thisPrafigur?d our Redemption from the Spr- 
ritaal-Pharach, and. from his' "Too Heavy- 
Handed Task-Maſters, to wit, Sin Mort-l, and 
Death Eternal : Yea, and in all this, thoſe Mil- 
creants (in fulfilling their own Wicked Will) 
do butfulfill the Holy Willof God and his Di- | 
vine: Decree, and; no more Thanks to them, 
than was to Hama#z in Mordeg:i's Advyance- 
ment, whereunto Haman held the Stirrop on- 
ly. , Howeyer, this Curſed Council Conſult ' 
ts take Jeſus by Subtilty; Mat. 26. 4. by Fraud, 
and not by Forae, fqr fear of an Vproar : they 
feared the fury of ax more than the frowns 
of -God,. v, 5. The, Deyil (who ſet them on 
WorkYiteps in to Hand them over thisStume 
bling-Block, He entred into Judas after, the 
Sop was given him at Supper in the Houſe of 
Simon the Leper) TwoDaies before the Pafſs- 


ver, .Joh,13,27,30, from Bethany (though It 
Aa 3 | were 
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were Night, arid Unſolicited by thoſe'Conſpi- 
ratqrs) Satan'tnakes Judas trudge to Feruſalem, 
he freely offers' his Service, (not doubting of 
its Kind acceptance) makes his Market with 
them at their own Rate, Referring the Price 
of that Peerleſs Pearl (his Holy Maſter) to 
thoſe Barbarous Buyers Pleaſure; they Bar- 
gain to give him Thirty pieces of Silver, (the 
price of a Slave, Exod. 21. 32.) a goodly Price 
for this Pearl of great Price, Zech.11.12. Mat. 
13.45,46: The Devil of Difcontent was En- 
tred into thoſe Prodigiouſly profligate Prieſts 
long before, becauſe Chriſts Graozous Words 
(be Spake,) and the Mighty Works (he wrought,) 
Wreagerd both theirs and the Devils King- 
ierefore they all along ſought to Kill 
rt; aSÞbetore, but Durſt not do it for fear 
' the People.” Now the Devil of Diſcontent 
Entred into Judas, (miſſing his Fae Morſel, the 
price of the precious Ointment ,, which he 
would haye put ro his Bagg, F<h.12.4,6.)- ſo 
here vas the Devil in the Prieſts Confpiring 
with the D-vil in Jadas, therefore the'Con- 
tra about this Horrid Treaſon was like e- 
90g) to Comply : Hereupon Judas Under- 
takes to take the Thorn out of the Prieſts 
Heel, (the fear of a Twmult) and to Deliver 
his 47after upto them, (though at ths Feaſt, yet 
Quietly enough) to wit, In the Abſence of the 
People ; from that time he ſought Opportunity to 
Betray him, Matth, 26, 16. both for time and 
SRP rs. | place 
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place he promis?d to do it [[2/#g 3xas] without 
any Tumult from the People, Zk,22.6. This 
Fudas (by the Devil, his Liege-Lords DireC(ti- 
on )-ſoon effefted, to wit, in the Night when 
Chriſt was (with the Diſciples only) z che 
Garden at Gethſemare, without the City, Matth., 
26.36. Mark 14.32. Luk.22.39. * Mark here 
(1) the Confidence, (2) the Contumacy, (3) 
the Craftineſs of this Devil in F#das : (1) his 
Confidence, Oh what a daring Devil was this 
Frontleſs Trayter, that after hg had Contriy'd 
and Contracted that pr@igfous Villany of 
Shedding his Lords Blood, he ſhould dare thus 
Boldly and Impudently to Intrude himſelf in- 
to the preſence of his Omniſcient (as well as 
Innocent) Maſter,at His Lords Paſſover, Matth. 
26.20,21, &C. (2) his Contumacy, the Innocent 
Life of his Lord Chriſt could not bur Dart 
moſt powerful Convictions upon the Conſci- * 
ence of this Traiterous Villain, yet Confſpires 
he his Murder, not out of any ſudden pang of 
paſlion, or þy any ſurprizing Incogitancy ; but 
all he did was done in Cold Blod, and upon 
Mature Deliberation, (therefore ?tis ſaid from 
the time of his making this Damnable Bargain 
with the Pr:eſts, he ſought Opportunity, &c, 
and al, without any (ſave Satan in him) to Sv- 
licit him to it, for Two Days and Nights to- 
gether. (3)his Craftinef,in Watching this Op- 
portunity, not in the Day-rime, leaſt his Deed 
of Darkneſs ſhould be Diſcern*d and Deteſt- 
Aa 4 ed 
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ed; nor #z-the City, leaſt ſome good Citizens 
ſhould make a Reſcue ; but his monſtrous and 
matchleſs Villany muſt be done in the N:ght- 
time, leaſt it ſhould bluſh to behold the Light, 
and without the City ina Solitary place, (Judas 
knew Chrit*s -Haunts, as Sax! did Davids, 
1 Sam.23.22.) toWit, in the Garden, (where he 
had his Agony, and where he began to Expiate 
that firſt Sin" Adam had commited ina Garden) 
of Gerhſemane, which fignifies, the Valley of 
Farnef, there thy upparrellePd Impiety mult 
be perpetrated; tMs place was over the Brook 
Kidron, Joh.18.1.2. and neer the Mount of O- 
lives, Luk.22.39. Mark 14.32. Here was Chriſt 
(1) Apprebended in the Spiritual-Court before 
a full Council of Corrupt-Churchmen, Marth. 
26.57. with a great deal of Injuſtice and Sub- 
ornation, ver.59.60. being Reſoly?d to have 
- his Blood right or wrong ; then is he (3) Con- 
d-mned 1n their Court for a Blaſphemer, v.65, 
66. then was he (4) Spizred on in token of Con- 
tempt, Numb.12.14. Deut.25.9. (5) He was 
Buffeted. v.67, as if he had heen their Slave. 
(65) Flindfolded, Luk.22.94. Inſulting over him 
with their mad Xfeckzngs, as it he had been but 
a Meoci-Prophet. (7) they Binded his Hands be- 
bind him, Ge is done to the Condemned) and 
is ſent away by the Conſfiſtory of Prieſts to be 
put to Death by the Secular or Civil Power, 
Aatth.27.2. Job.18.12. (8) the Roman Magi- 
ſtraze dooms him to be Crucified after the. Ro- 
man zanner, at the Wicked Jews Inſtigation ; 
-5g lh SO ON OOO 
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Matth. 27. 22, 23, 26. then (9) waShe Striped, 
v.26, that byhis Stripes we might be Healed, Iſa: 
53.5. (10) he was Srr:pped, v.28. that we might 
be Clothed, Ezek.16.10, ſo was led away to Die 
the moſt Ignomimous Death, as a Trairour to 
Czfar. and as the Yileſt of Men, to expiate 4- 
dams Sin, who would haye been as H/:/e as Ged; 
(Laſtly,) When Dead, he was Buri:d, and his 
Sepulchre made ſure and ſecure both with Seat 
and Watch, and a great Stoxe upon it, Autrh. 
27.64.,65,66. *tis a common ſaying, Morrnimn 
Mordent, Dead Men bite not : But here Chrift, 
though Dead and Buried, Bites and beats Hard 
upon thoſe evil Mens Confciences, they could 
not Reſt all the 'Night before, ver.62.for fear 
Chriſt ſhould get out of his Grave ſome way 
or other, and ſo Create them more 2nd further 
Trouble: And they that had forgot all Chriſts 
other ſweet, ſavoury,, and ſaving ſayings , 
(Writing them all in the Sand) could remem- 
ber (but for a Wicked Purpoſe) that which his 
own Diſciples could not ſo Readzlycall to mind 
for their own good and Comfort, no, nor Under- 
ſtand it, when plainly told them, Mark g. 31, 
32. Thoſe mad Men remember what he had 
ſaid about his Reſurrettion, only becauſe they 
would gladly have kept Chriſt in the Grave 
ſt;11, where new they had him ; that they might 
ſecurely Dance upon his Grave, and rhat they 
might think themſelves ſufficiently Cock-ſure 
of %im, * Oh that we could do all this tothe 
| | Curſed 
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Curſed Body of Sin, what thoſe Curſed Prieſts 
did to the Bleſſed Body of Chriſt, would we. be 
of. the Royal Prieſthood, 1 Pet. 2.5. made ſo by 
Chriſt wto ; Revel.1.6. Exod.19.6, Then 
muſt- we do to the Body of Sin, all theſe 
things: (1) Apprehend it. (2) Arraign it. (3) 
Condemn. it. (4) Spit in its Face. (6) Buffer it 
Black and Blew. (6) Blindfold it. (7) bind it 
Hand and Foot. ($8) Serpe it. (9) Strip it. 
(10) Crucifie it. ( Eaſtly ) Bufy it in a ſure 
Grave, that [Peccata non Redeant}. never Riſe 
.or Return onr Sin may any more, [neither in 
this World to our Temporal or Spiritual Confu- 
ſion, or in the World to come, to our Utter 
and Erergel Condemnation : - All theſe AQi- 
ons are but manifeſt Duties in Scripture, as 
1 Cor.9.27. Gal.5.24. Rom.8.13. and 6.4.11, Oc. 
Now when Chriſt was Buried thus ſurely, the 
Devil (no doubt) Danced (for Company) up- 
on His Grave, having made al! firm and faſt (as 
he thought) for ever and a Day : But He that 
fat in Heaven (laying, Yet have 1 ſet my King 
pon” my Holy Hill of Sion, Pſal. 2.4,6, &Cc.) 
Lanhtd at this, and all this to Nothing, Jeh:- 
vah Id them in Dirifon :- Behold how God 0- 
ver-ſhoots Satan in his own Bow : Divine Pro- 
vidence makes uſe of thoſe very Means (the 
Devils Mzlice uſed to obſcure Chrilts Glory) 
to Render Chriſts Re/urrettioz more Glorious 
and much leſs Obnox1ous to any Juſt Excepti- 
on: That very Watch which was ſet to m 
Chrit 
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Chriſt Under-Ground and in his Grave; are 
made ( Nolens Holens ) the Trembling Witnef- 
ſes of his (to them frightful ) Reſurreition', 
they were ffrick half Dead for bearing and 
wearing Arms againſt God, and ſo Expoſing 
themſelves to his Wrath, Marth. 18. 4. and 
*twas the Trembling of the Earth, (that now had 
Poſſeſſion of Chriſt, who proved too Hor a 
Mouthful for ze to ſwallow, A.2.24.)cozether 
with the Apparation of 2 Glorious Angel, (Roul- 
ing away the great Stone from the Month of 
the Sepulchre, and fitting down upon it in De- 
ſpizhr of the Guard, as a Conquerour) which 
made the Watch Trouble, the ſtouteſt of the 
Devils Champions ſhrink and ſhrivel away, 
when Chriſt- begins to Diſplay ;his Glory : 
Neither the Wezghr of the great Stone, nor the 
Watch of the Stont Sonldiers, nor yet the 
Bands of Death, (ſtronger than af, ſo ſtrong 
as to hold faſt many Millions of Men, from 
Riſing beyond his own time. To all thofe 
Three Impeding Malzdies, God found out and 
applied as many (even Three) moſt Effeftual 
Remedies : for (1. The great Stone that was 
laid npon- the Tomb by Man, was RonPd a- 
way by an Angel: (2.; The Earth-quake makes 
an Heart-quake in the Watch, inſomuch that 
they (though Sixty of them, according to 
Theaphylatt ) are all Aﬀeighted away. And (3) 
the Ceity of Chrilt Lo/ed (or Broke) che Bands 
of Death, A&.2.24. for Chriſt being Lif- Ej- 
Jemi-1, 
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ſential, it was not poſlible he ſhould be Holder 
of them, therefore he Swallwed vp Death in V;- 
tory, 1 Cor.15,54. His Reſurrettion was to be 
the Demonſtration. of - His: Devine Nature ,, 
-Rom.1 4, and the Foundation of - er Faith and 
Perſeverance, 1-Cor. 15. 14. notwithſtanding 
their malicious Wreſtling of Chrilts words, 
[Deſtroy this Temple of my Body,] yet I will 
Raiſe it again the Third Day, x $454 (the 
' - meaning of: which they Invert) and made it a 
matter of Accufſation againſt him, at his Ar- 
raigument, Matth. 26.61, but. after his /ntere 
ment, they take-up his Right meaning, and made 
Advantage of: it, for Securing him faſt in his 
Sepulchre, calling the Faithful. and True Wit- 
nels, Revel.1.5. and 3.7. this Cheat; or Decerver, 
Matth, 25, 63. yet the Lord, turas. at thejr 
Wicked Counſel into Folly, 2 Sam. 15.31. 1 Cor. 
1,19,25, &c. and. in the fight and Leſpight of 
Sixty Weaponed Witneſles, ( After the Suz of 
Righteouſneſs had been ſet in the Grave Six and 
Thirty Hours, juſt. ſo long as the Su za the 
Firmament had his Courſe ſtop'd on Joſhnahs 
long Day, Foſh.10.13.): Then did Chriſt Breay 
the Bonds of Death as eaſily as Sampſon did his 
Green Withs, Judg.16.7. and Roſe xp on the arit 
Day to bring Lefe and Immortallity to light by 
the Goſpel, 2 7.1.10. upon the fame Day 
that God had drawn out of that Abhorred E- 
Rate cf. Nothing, and brought the firſt Light 
out of Original Darkzef, by his Almighty 
Word, Gen.1.2,5. 2880 
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'T he 1weny-fifth Plot, &4c.*: 
ry "CHAP. XXV. ons” | 
A Fter 4 few Days that Chriſt was Riſer 


out of- his Grave, he Rode up to Hea- 
ven as a Conqueronr (in his Trium- 
phant Chartot) over Sn, Death, Hell, and De- 
vil, leading I Captive, that is, Captiva- 
ting all thoſe Fonr who had held #s in Captivi- 
ty, 2 Tim.2.26. Juſt as in the Roman-Triumphs 


' the Great Conquerour Rode upto the Capitol 


in a Chariot of State, and all their Prifoners 
following behind with their Hands bound he 
hind them © He throwing certain peices of 
Coin abroad (all along as he Aſcended) to be 
pick*d up by the People, Even fo'onr Lord 
Chrift (that Mighty Congnerbar) in the Day | 
his Solemn: Coronation, of Inanguration Ihts 
his Heavenly Kingdom, Trimphed over- alt 
thoſe Spiritt?l Adverfaries © of his Clrch, 
makin a ſhew of them openly, Col.2.15. as Fam- 
bez1ain did'(the Great Turk) Brjazet, whom he 
carried aboutall 4a, ſhitup inan Iron-Cage, 
to be ſeen' of all Spectators on every fide for 
Scorn and Diriſion : And Chriſt likewife (that 
the Grandeur of his Glorious Conqueſt might 
be more magnificently Gelebrated) gave great - 
Gifts ro Men; Tis faid he Reverved t ole Gi | 
before irr the Ole Teſtament, Pfal.68.18. _ 
IJ . 
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he Gave them now in the New, Epheſ.4.8. He 
Regeived them, : that: he might Give them, he 
therefore Recerves them with one Hand, and 
G#ves them with the other, Accounting it more 
Honourable to give than to receive, At.20.35. 
Now the Gifts Chriſt gave to his Church were 
both Ordinary and . Extraordinary, to wit, 
Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtours,Teachers, 
All Gifted by God, for the Perfettion of the 
Saints, for the Wark of the Miniſtry and for the 
Eaifying of the Body of Chriſt, Eph.4.,8,11,12. tis 
* Ke{eel:5or, that is, for the right Joynting of 
what ever the Devilmay Dwoynt, eyen to the 
. End of the World, v.13. before which a com- 
pleat coming upinto ar Unity of the Faith, and 
unto that full Meaſure of the Stature of Chriſt 
(even a Perfeftion of Grace) cannot be ex- 
pected : Hence Chriſt inſiſts upon this poiat, 
that his going from his Diſciples was as Expe- 
demt as his coming to them, Foh.16.7. He came 
to.them, that he might Converſe with them in 
wy but the muſt depart from them, that 


he might Coxfer upon them his Spire, Chriſt 
had oftex promis'd (to ſend the Spirit (or Com- 
forter) to them) in his Life time, Fehr 14. 16, 
26. end 15.26. and 16.7, that they might once 
obſerve it asan unparrellel Privitedge to haye 
the Spirit (which is the beſt of all things) powr- 
, ed down upon a4 Fleſh, (the worſt of altthings, 
Hef. 8.13. Joel 2.28, Chriſt tells them that 
this Spirit (whom he calls, Anorber gs 6 
| Wacrge 
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whereof they would ſtand in need. (during his 
 Peparture) in-an Evil World, ſhould beas bs 
Vicar-General, with whom -he* would: leave 
them in a'dark forlorn World, and by whom 
he would be with them, (and with their Suc- 
ceſlors) even to the end of the World,  Mat,28. 
20, Now after his Reſurrettzon, He Breath d on 
them, ſaying, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, Foh:20. 
22, as Adam ncived] Life by Gods Breathing 
upon him, ſo: the Diſciples received a power 
of Life and Death, of Remiſlion of Sin and 
Execution of Judgment, (as A. 5. 5. 10.) by 
Chriſts Breathing upon them, or at leaſt, this 
Breathing was a prefiguring-preparation for 
their further and fuller Reception of the Spirit 
vpon the-Day of Pentecoſt, 'which Chriſt had 
Promiſed, Luk.24.49. and did perform over and 
oyer again, Af.2.2,3,4. and 4.31,33. whereb 
they were Enabled (as Chriſt had told. then 
todo greater Works than he did, Joh. 14.12. not 
for the Manner.;they doing all in Chfiſts name, 
not in their own, nor as Equal with God, but 
for natter greater, as (1) Converting Three 
Thouſand Souls at one Sermon, alas ! now not 
one Soul ſcare is Converted by Three thouſand 
Thouſand Sermons) A&.2.41. (2) Curing the 
Dsſeaſed ,; not only by a Word ſpeaking , or 
an Hand. touching, but alſo by the ſhadow of 
Peter paſſing by, ACt.5. 15,.16. or by an Hand- 
kerchief, (only touching Paw, though at a Di-: 
Rance,) 4.19.12, both theſe had a Soyeraign 
1-- 
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{ "Miraculons. (yet-neither of. them' any Inhx- 
Tent)-power to.Cure Diſeaſes, and to Caſt out 
Dewils. (3) Converſarg with all Nations in all 
their/ſeveral Languages, Aft,2.4,8, to:14, which 
never Studied to learn them at Home, nor 

ever TravePd Abroad togain them:: (4) Con- 
ferrino Corporal Plagues, A#:13.11.-and Spi- 
ritual, 1 Cor.5,5.: Yea, Death it ſelf, Ait.5.5, 
9,10.-ypon Oppoſers and Diſpracers ofthe Gol- 
pel.”Chriſt never Hit any by lis Miracles, but 
Healedall: (5) Goliquering a great part of the 
World, Reducing it to the Obedienceof Chriſt, 
_y being the White Horſes on which'the Goſs 
pel Rode"abroud. and abour the World, Con- 
ering and to:Conmet, Reveli6:2. (6) Contratt- 
bs no Harm by Drinking Deauly Payſon Mark 
16.19;18. as Fohy the Apoſtle, Barſabas, and o- 

' thers did, accordirig'to Euſebau andother Ec= 
Ric: IFhiftories !' Vea, and'Sarred Scripture 
doth better Conkem, thartho HKiperabout Pals 
: Himhad! did not Fart him, A. 28. 3,4, 5. no 

Doubt but - the: Devils defign here was to 
| have Deſtroyed him by that Viper, but' he-was 
j- in all his other Plots).deceived and Defeat- 

i by Yertue of that Promiſe of Chriſt, 2dark 
16.18; 7/a; 11,8. The fame God: that” ſhut the 
Mouths of the Dyonsfor Daniels ſafety, :Dan.s6. 
22. did-alſo ſhut the Auth of 'this' Fenemous 
Beaff for Pawisyreferxation. and fo fhur' it, as 
the Deyil coultfopremove the Muzzle for bis 
<ERISTIVGE 2 EN DING OO; 7.97. De-" 
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Deſtrution, ſee Pſal. 91. 13. and Zik; 1b. 19; 
Now the Devil beholding the Goſpel carry'd 
throughout the World upon thoſe Srupendions 
Miracles, as upon 1o many Eagles (or rather 
Angels) Wing ; the Apoſtles Working great- 
er Works by the Power of Chriſts Spirit (penr- 
ed out upon thers, Joh. 7. 36.) now 1n his itate 
of Exaltation , than ever Chriſt perſonally 
wrought in his ſkate of Humiliation. This made 
the Devil mad with malice, to ſee the Goſpel 

Dart itſelf (as Exſebinus ſaith) like a Sunbeam 
through the World, rejoyring like a Gyant #3 
rin its Race, Pſal. 19.5. and to feel himſelf fat 
like Lightening from Heaven down to Hell 
thereby, Luk.10.18. Upon this High Provocas 
tion, Satan begins to beſtir himſelf, and to 
make many Aſlaults upon the New T's. Chrth - 
in thg Apoſtles, &c. both while they kept #o- 
rether,and when they parted aſander; the Iſſue 

f alfwas this., That Satan (the Strong Man) 
was baſely Baffl?d by Chriſt (the Stronger Man) 
at every Turn, Luk.11.21,22, and was conftraih- 
ed to caſt dowii his Arms. The Devils ff; A/- 
Jault and Oppoſition againſt the Goſpel , was; 
when Peter v4 John had Cured a Cripple at 
the Temple-Gate, and 'thereby their 3000 
Convetted by the firſ# Sermon , were by ® ſe- 
cond made 5506, AtF:2:4; and 4.4. Satan Incen- 
{es the Sadduces,(who Deny?d the Reſurretti- 
vn, Luk. 20. 27. Matth: 22.23: ACt. 23: 8: ) 
that 'Two — llliterate —_— 
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ing no Call from the Copſiſtory of the Prieſts, 
fhould Preach in the Temple the Reſarreftion 
of Jeſus to the ſeduceing of ſo many thouſand 
Souls;this was inſufferabje,eſpecially to thoſe 
Sadducees, for then their Cauſe and Contro- 
verſie with the Phariſees about the ReſurreCti- 
on, would quite be loſt : Hereupon they In- 
cenſe the Prieſts,who were all alſo grieved (or 
Sick of the Devils Diſeaſe) that the Innocent 
Blood of Chrilt ſhould be layd at thc#r Doors; 
they complain to the. Captain of the Temple- 
. Garriſon, (part whereof was the Watch at 
Chriſts Sepulchre, Xatth. 27.65.) They all 
conſpire to.lay thoſe very Hands (which had 
been lately Gored with the Blood of Chrilt ) 
upon his Two Apoftles, and put them in Hold, 
ACt. 4. 1, 2, 3. * Here mark how maryelouſly 
the (now Exalted) Meſſiah Maſter*d the 2Ma- 
lice of the Devil, and the Malignity of his In- 
ſtruments : This was the firs, Croſs Chriſts 
Followers took up, (as Chriſt had told them, 
Zuk;9.23.) andheorders.it to be but a {ght 
one, they were put | eis Jugnoy , in Cuſtodiam, ] 
into the Serjeants Ward, not |. :is quaaxiy , in 
Carcerem,] into the Goal, or Dungeon; Chrilt 
will not have thoſe [ Tyones, or FreſhyHer ] 
young Pupils. Tempted above what they are able, 
1. Cor. 10, 13. but [nures them Gradually to. 
the bearing 'of, the Croſs, Crux eſt Evangelj 
Genius, the Crols is the Ghoſt that continually 
Haunts the Goſpel, Act. 14. 21. and 2:71. 
*4 | : 3. 12. 
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3: 12, the firſt Ghoſt muſt not therefore be 0+ 
ver Affrightful, The re/tleſs matite of the Ad- 
verfary calls a Council(which had the preſcri* 
ption of 1500 Y. Authority ; as Azros Suck 
ceflors, and which was countenanc'd by all 
their Kindred,the moreto confirm their Con- 
{piracy againſt the Goſpel) together wich 4 
az, the Tame Old-Man, no Changeling frota 
his Condemning Chriſt : This Conventibn 
ſummons the Two Apoltles to appear before 
them, in the next Morning (they laying but 
one Night in rheir Serjeants-Houſe) calls 
them tq Confeſs whether by Gods, or the Dex 
vils Power, whether in Chriſrs Naine, or by 
the Black-Art, they had #ealed the Cripple 
that was Born Lame, At. 4.3, to7. The A- 
poſtles Apology (by the Help of the Holys 
Ghoſt) was ſo Convintine, v. 8, &c. that the 
Council had nothing to ſay in Contradictionz 
v. 14. This Convittion brought them to a Cox< 
ference, v. 15: and that to a Confeſſion, [thatall 
the Connrrey rang of that notable Mirarle,y.16:] 
Now they have no power to Pwniſh them, yet 
to maintain their own Credit againſt the light 
of their own Confſciences.they Conſult to keejs 
the People in Ignorance, command the Apb* 
| ſtles tb-Preach no more of Chriſt; they tould 
not find a face to do any thing; (thouzh their 
Fingers Itch*d to do ſomething) againſt thehi; 
for Fear of the People , ſave onely to ger 
thetd with a few = = ThyratAnes ; _ 
54 | 2 t 
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the Apoſtles (returming totheir own Compa- 
ny) ſpread betore the Lord,that Great Maſter 
Contronl:r,whom they praited for diſappoint- 
ing the De» 1l 2nd his Agents in their Plotting 
and Plowing Miſchief to the Church, ( Fob 
4.8.) and for Advancing the Goſpel by this 
Oppoſition, Augmenting the. number of Be- 
lievers, 4.4. and Dropping down great. Grace 
upon them «K,as it were out of Heaven, v. 33. 
and the ſhakeing ver. 31. ſhewed , they were 
Chrilts young Trees, whom he had ( as the 
Planter coth) ſhaken them a little, to ſettle 
them the more. The 24. Aſſault Satan made, 
was, afcer he had filled the Hearts of Ananias 
and Sapphirab, ( Two forward Profeſſours,ha- 
ving an Holy mot1on at firſt to ſell their poſ- 
ſeſſion for Reliet of the Needy Brethren , but 
Beelzebub ſoon Fly-blow?®d it,)in making them 
Vilifie and Belye the Holy-Ghoſt, (which the 
Apoſtles had receiv?d) by purloyning part of 
the Price,as if Gods Spirit, in the Apoſtles, 
could not have diſcerr'd the Afﬀront , A. 5. 
1,2, 3. * The Devils Deſign herein was to 
Blaſt the Credit of this New Profeſſion by the 
Lyes of thoſe Two Rotten Profeſſours , but 
was Defeated herein by the dreadful and ſud- 
den. Death of thoſe Two Hypocrites, v. 5, 10. + 
and the Churck Increaſed by that Defection 
of the Two Botches from the Body , and by 
many mighty A4rracles of Mercy ( as well as 
this of Jud@menr) wrought even by the ſhad- 


dow 
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dow of Pgger, Act. 5.6, 11; to 16. Hereupon 
Satan fill the Sadducees, &c. again with Indig- 
nation, V. 17. the Council caſts the Apo- 
ſtles into the common Priſon, ( among the worſt 
of their Malefactors) v.18. but-in the Night 
an Angel of the Lord opens the Priſon Doors, 
and releas'd thoſe (whom their Advyerſariesof 
themſelves had releas*d before) with a Com- 
mand to go Preach boldly mths Temple, though 
the Sanhedrim fat there; upon which Afront 
they. were Convented again before the Coun- 
cil, but: by the Grave Counſel of Gamdlzel, 
(Pauls Futor,who Diſlnades them by Hiſtori- 
cal Inftances from Fighting againſt God ) they 
were:Diſmiſſed again with their Lives, yet 
not without Blows ; then they went away re- 
joycing,that they were ſo Highly Graced, by 
being thus Di/graced.for Chrilt, v.19, 20, 21, 
23, 28, 34, 35, .38, to41. The Wonderful 
releaſe of the Apoſtles (nat by Magick Art, 
or by Bribeing the Keeper, or by breaking the 
Priſon, but) by the Power of an Angel, (ſent 
as an Officer from God to let them out of 
Priſon without the Keepers conſent) Seartl'd 
thoſe prond Prieſts, v;23. but Converts them 
not : Yet afterwards {o much Conviction ' 
whone upon them , ſeeing no Counfel , nor 
might and malice of Man can prevail againſt 
Godand'bis Truth, Prov.21. 30. Ia. 46. 10. 
all the Rage of both Rulersand Ruled (though 
never ſo-Unruly) were but Fain, Fruitkeſs, ang 
B b 3 Fruſlrate, 
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Pruſtrate, Plal. 2. 1, 4. and as Gamghet told 
them, 7 carnot ogerthrow the'Counſel of, God, 
neither you, nor Kings and Tyr ants to belp you, 
{o' one :Antient Greek-Coppy readeth., A. 
5. 39, 'The Goſpel gaining ground (notwith- 
{tandingall the gain-ſaying of Governours)a- 
monegſt Grecians as well as Hebrews, ACt. 6. 1. 
Its. Fai 'exprelly, [A great Company of the 
Prieſts were Obedient to the Faith, ] v. 7. We 
read in Ezra 2. 36, to 40. that 4289 Prieſts, 
&e. Return*d from Babylex, and that number 
mightwell be Increaſe} inFudea now : there- 
fore | +oavs 3xa@-7]- a great Company:'\may 
wellcoough be fixed on theza,and on no other; 
and *ewas a'mighty:Teſtnnony from Heaven, 
that ſo many (of thoſe ever molt 1Implacable 
Enemies,and moſt Active Adverſaries of' the 
Goſpel)ſhoald be Converted to the Faith and 
Truth of 'the Goſpel. # 1 would to God he 
may givews this Divine Teſtimony in our 4-y, 
We ſhould nor Diſpair of the Worſt, God hath 
his time to call even a Perfecuting Sal, and 
to change him into a Praying and a Preaching 
Paul : This Increaſe of the Word, and of the 
Number of Diſciples, v. 7. Enrages the Devil 
to make the 34d. Afault , (beholding alſo Ste- 
ven, fo full'sf Faith and Power , whereby hew# 
wrought many mighty Wonders among the People, 
v, 8,) Hereupon Satan Incenſes the Lebereines, 
which, in the common Notion of the Word, 
axe always moſt Deſperate Defps/ers and De- 
- wl xdes? Sn PY | " Prows 
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ſtroyers of Truth, -as it Condemas Licentioul” 
neſs) to Oppoſe Steven, v. 9. and when they 
found themſelves over-powr*®d by Argument, 
they Convent him before the Saned-im ,, and 
Snborn'd Witneſſes againſt him,, (a Leſſon 
they had Learnt from their Mafter the Devil, 
Joh. 8. 44.) who ( as they had Inſtructed 
them) accus?d him ior Vilifying Aoſes , the 
Law, the Holy City and Temple, v. 10, 11,13. 
* I here *tis enough to Accuſe, even the Holy 
Child Jeſus Eſcapes not as Innocent : notwith- 
ſtanding,their matchleſs malice againlt Steven, 
yet (1) before his Apology, he is miraculouſ- 
ly Vindicated from Heaven, by that Angelical 
Splendour and Majeſty (as that of Moſes, 
Exod. 34. 30.) Seared in his Countenance, 
”. 15. Which was a' moſt Convinceing Evi- 
defice, 1. of the Goodneſs of His Cauſe, 2. of 
the Greatneſs of his Courage, 3. of the Clear- 
neſs of his Confcierice : (2) After his Apolc- 
gy, (which was fall of Wiſdom, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt )in every DiltinCt Anſwer, and wherein 
he citts them to the Heart byrelling them, zheir 
Killing Chriſt ade them Worſe than their 
fore-Fathers, who onely had Killed his'Pro- 
phets, and that ehey were Subſtzntial about 
Circymſtantials given only by doſes, but Cir- 
cumſtantial abont thoſe Subſtantials given of 
God (himſtlf) by the Diſpoſition of Angels; 
 Hereupon they in a furious Out-rage Sroxe 
Steven,who then had his 2d. Viadication, to 
B b 4 Wit, 
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wit, (1) 4 elear Vifuon of Heaven through a 
great Showr of Stones, and (2) of his Dear 
Redeemer in a Standing Poſture; as if Rouwz: 
ed xp from his Sitting on the Throne at the 
R:zht Hand of His Father, and juſt ready to 
Revexnzethe Injury done to his Segvant. ;: yea, 
and (3) Steven Dyes Dignifd with a Double 
Honqur, (1) 4 his plage,, as Proto-Martyr, 
ſtanding firſt inthe Catalogue of all thoſe that 
wore the Crown of Martyrdom... He was the 
Prince and Bel-weather of the lock that went 
to Heaven by: that Bloody way in Goſpel- 
times : (2), In his Prayer , the: preyalency- 
whereof might Contribute much to Pays 
Converſion, in as muchas Saxls Sin (in-Con? 
{enting to Stevens Death). was wot laid tayfus 
Charge far his Utter Confuljonz, However this 
was Honourable at his Death, He-ſtood, while. 
he pray*d for himſelf, this ſhew*d the Great- 

eſs of bis Piety , but he KueePd down when he. 
Pray'd for his Enemies, no lefs wilt ſerve for 

the greatneſs of their Impiety ;. he 1s mare cQn-, 
cernd for their Rot than for his own Rave. 
The Devils 4tb. Aſſault was i# the great Per- 
fſeeutien that followed Stevens Death, which 

the people quietly ſuffered : and as ſoon as Sa- 

tan and his ſavage Inſtruments ſaw the Silence: 
and Tameneſs of the Multitude, which; had 
Hitherto .Awed them from executing - Ex- 
rremities .: The Fear of the People ({o oft ex- 
prelled) being now evidently Allay'd, oy 
| | Fe : 
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fall foul (not upon the Apoſtles onely, as be- 
fore, but) upon the whole Church, ACt.8. 1. ſo 
that they were all Scatter'd abroad ;, and Satan 
had Saw, a fit Tool to effect this by, who (1) 
was Conſenting to Stevens Death. * *tis all one 
to hold the Sack, and to fill it; to do evil, or 
to conſent to it : a mind todo evil 1s {z 10 the 
Seed, which timeand warm: Temptation may 
bring fosth to Fruit, Fam. 1. 14,.15. there is 
Heart- Adultery , Matth..5. 28, - and Heart- 


Murder, Matth. 5. 22, Joh. 8.44, Thus the: 
Curſed Jews became Guilty of all the Blood-, 


ſhed from Abel to Chriſt, by thezr Allowance 
and Conſent, AMatth. 23. 35. So Sarl (Allow- 
ing of Stevens Death) made himſelf guilty of 
it by his Allowance: and that, which is more, 


( according, to, the Rrief ReaCIng ) he was 


both Deſsr0us of. it before, and Dekghted in it 
after : (2) This ſame Saul was Schollar to 
Gamaliel, ACt. 224.3. Preſident. of the Sanhe- 
drim) and likely the more Active in Dancing 


after the Devils Pipe upon thataccount ; for 


his - Maſter 'Gamalzel ( notwithſtanding his 
plauſible Speech by which he diſmiſſed both 
the Aſſembly (the Accuſers; and the Apoſtles 
(the Accuſed) Aft. 5, 34,1041.) Lived and 
Dyed a downright Phariſee, and publiſhed 
that peſtilent Prayer, (call'd; The Prayer. a- 
gainſt Chriſtians) which he commanded to be 


==I faid in their Synagogues, wherein 
c 


they Cur 
(©) 


the Goſpel and the Profeſſors of .. : 


- 
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No doubt but the Tators Prayer prick*d on 
the Pupzls Principles to Perſecution : Yea, and 
(3) This Pupil became a notable Proficient in 
this proud Phariſees School ,] as we have an 
Account both from Gods Aorth and his own ; 
(1. Frem Gods Mouth ,, Aft. 8.3. Saul made 
Hzwvock of the Church, (being) as ſome think) 
that Ravening Wolf of the Tribe of Benjamin, 
Prophecyed of by the Patriarch Faco#, Gen. 
49, 27. never any Benjamite Ravened more 
in-Wolf/h Worrying Cruelty than this Saw (of 
the Tribe of Benjamin, Phil. 3.5. ) did , who 
brake into Chriſtians Honſes, Dragg*d out Men 
ard Women (ſparing no Sex) ro Priſon, (2.) out 
of his own Mouth, ACt. 21:3, 4519; 20. I was 
( faith he of himſelf) Mernbakor Diſciple to 
Gamalicl, and aptly learnt from bis form of 
Prayer, [Aftenic Domme Nazarti} to Curſe 
Chriſtians [, Nazarites, Hereticks,> Baltard- 
Gentiles,] in my Dayly Devotion; and I was 
Zexlongto practice (as well as to Pray) againſt 
them, yea,my blind Zeal'(which was no better 
than Merral in a Blind Horfe;than Fire on the 
Chimney-top, than the Devil tnthe Demon 
ack,that threw him ſometimes into the Fire, 

and ſometimes into the Water) {&tranſport- 

ed me into Malice and Madneſs, that I was &s 

Violent againft Chriſtians as the worſt of you 

are, and A, 26. 9, 11, Tbeing (faith he) ex- 

ey mad, perſecuted themto Death, and 

C 


(which wasworſe) I compelled them (by Cruel- 
ties) 
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ties) to Blaſpheme. Thus Saul was fit enongh 
to be Satans prime and principal Agent in his 
Perſecuting-Work ; and thus far the Devil 
had a fair - ok before him, when the Church 
( the firſt Goſpel-Church) was Diſperſed by his 
Deviliſh Inſtruments ; yet behold, rhe Lord 
looks 0n,and. Laughs, yea, laughs all ronothing: 
God ovyerſhbots the Devil in his own Bow here 
alſo,and makes Satan(himſelf) break his own 
Deſign. * God would never ſuffer Evil to be, 
or the Devil to do evil, unleſs he knew how 
to extract Good out of that Evil : * Mark the 
marvellous Afracle of Gods Mercy to Con- 
found the Devils Device in thoſe particulars, 
(1.) Satan (with all his Savage Sanhedrims) 
could not yet Scratch Chriſts Apoſtles ont of 
their Manſions ; ?tis ſaid expreſly, the Twelve 
ſtayed by it at PRO as in the Furnace, to 
Cheriſh and Comfort the Church there in ſo 
ſad a time, while Sal was makeing fuch Ha- 
yock of it, A. 8. 1, 3. Chriſt had command- 
ed them firſt to Preach the Goſpel at Fernſa- 
lem, Luk. 24. 47. there the Church muſt-ſuc- 
ceed the Synagogue, as the Goſpel follow?d 
the Law, and there God marvelouſly main- 
tain*d the Twelve Apoſtles in Syfety, even a- 
mong the midſt of their molt peſti{ential Eng-+- 
mtes. (2.) The 120 Miniſters mention?d, A, 
I, 15. (morenoble than thoſe 120 Princes ſet 
over 120' Provinces, Dan. 6. 1. being of a 
more-Noble Extract, as Hcaven-Porn, and of 
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a more Noble Employ, as all Deſigned to the 
Miniſtry, and ſo became Princes of the Pro- 
vinces of that Univerſal Kingdom of the Goſ- 
PRrare indeed. af Diſperſed, ſaving their 
Ives (which Srepher had of) by Flight , yet 
they Preach all along in all places where they 
were ſcattered, the 4iiþerſed Digerſeth the 
Light of the Goſpel every where;and whereas 
before they were, like Candles tyed, up. in a 
Pound, and gave no light, now theyare ſcat- 
ter*d one from another; and one is 4ighred up 
12 one place, and another in another, '{o gave 
they*ſaving Light.to a Dark, World in De- 
fight yea, and by the Spighr of the Prince of 
Darkneſs , for that Scattering Perſecution, 
which the Devil contriy?d on purpoſe to {mo- - 
ther the Goſpel, God over-rules, and makes 
Uſe of that very means to ſpread it-the more. 
(3.)Hereby alſo the partition-Wall was bro- 
ken down betwixt Jew and Gentile, Eph. 2.14. 
Chriſt had forbid them (before). of going into 
the way of the Gentiles, atth.:10;.5,6. and 
he bid: them flee to other Cities when Perſecuted, 
v. 23. . This they do now, A. 8.4: being dri- 
ven from Fer:ſalem, they carry the Goſpel to 
the Gentiles, which redounded to the Churches 
great Advantage. Eccleſia Augetur , quanto 
Mags Premitur, The Church like Tfraef in E- 
t, the more they were Molefted, the more they 
Multiplyed , Exod. 1, 12, The Church is ike 


the Sea, what Ground it lo/eth in one place, it 
| getteth 
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vetterh and'garneth in another : and thus hath 
oft God order*d it, Unins Eccleſia, Deſtruttio, 
ſeu potius, Difperſio, Multarum fuit Adifica- 
rio, The Deſtruction or rather Diſperſion of 
vne Church, hath been the Xdification of ma- 
ny, as this at Feruſalem was. (4. Hereby like- 
wiſe Satan maketh the Fews toconvey the Goſ- 
pl among the Samaritans, who (of all People 
under Heaven) were moſt Odious to them, 
Toh. 4.9. and $8 41. The, Fews Hated them, 
becauſe Sanballat (ſaith Foſephns) had open'd a 
Sanctuary in S2marta for all Renegado-Fews 
&c. Hence they calPd Chrilt (the worſt word 
in their minds and mouths) a Samaritan ,, yet 
could they not have ſent to this People(whom 
they ſo much Abhorred) a better Bleſſing than 
the Goſpel, thither they Drove Phillip the 
Deacon, (2nd one of the 120) who Induſtri- 
ouſly Preach*d Chriſt unto them, At. 8. 5. This 
Corrupt City, and long bewitched by the Sor- 
ceries of Simon Magys,( yet baving never blown 
upon the Gospel, as the Jews had done) Unani- 
nouſly Attend and readily receiveit : And 
there was great joy in that City Samaria, v. 8, 
while nothing but Rage againſt the Goſpel 
was found among the High-Prieſts and great 
Councils at Jeruſalem : Herein the Deſpiſed 
Samariaexceeded and excell'd that (once Ho- 
ly) City Jeruſalem. (5.) By this means laſtly 
Satans chief Engineer (Simon Magus) was 
quite Caſhier?d; for though this Conjurer had 
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a long time bewizched the People, carrying them 
out of themſelves, (as iy ſignifies) making 
them Adore him as a God ,, A. 8. 9, 10, 11, 
Yet ſuch was the power of God in Phillips Mi- 
niſtry, that it breaks through all thoſe Diff- 
culties, and both the Seduced and the Seducer 
are gained over t0 It, v. 12, 14+ yea, and this 
Magm or Maſter of the Magicians , Simon 10 
far ſbmitted unto Peters reproot,that he begs 
Peters Prayers for the pardon of his Sin, leaſt 
he ſhould be mitten with Death ( as Ananiat 
was) by him. The Devils (5th. Aſſault againſt 
the Church was in this Ravening Wolf , (Sal 
aforeſ2id,not below his name-ſake King-Saul 
in Rage and Malice, though he was in Honour) 
who like a tyred Wolf well-Weary'd with 
worrying Chriſts Flock in their Golden-Fleeces, 
lies down panting for Breath, Saul yer Breath- 
ing, ACt.9.1. butinas much as he Breathed 
out Threatnings and Slaughter, &Cc. it_ſhews the 
Vehemently Flameing Heat of his Helliſhly 
Enraged Heart, who like a Bruitiſh Blood- 
Hound, being Bloded in the Butcher?d Body 
of Steven, &c. he purſueth after others with 
utmoſt Out-rage, and when he cannot Glut 
himſelf with Blood enough at Feruſalem , He 
gets Letters-Patents from the High-Prielſt to 
range abroad and to worry Chriſts Lambs at 
Damaſcus, v. 2. The zoing out of the Goſpel 
from Jeruſalem to the Gentiles, makes Satan 
Mad, Satan makes Sal Mad z Hereupon be 

_ Riats 
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Rides or Runs Poſt after it, to reclaim and Sup- 
preſs it ; thus far the Devils Bowl runs well, 
but now it meets with a Rubb that caſts it 
quite out of the way,and that which was moſt 
Vexatious,this Rubb falls out, when the Bowl 
was well nighegot home to the Jack, even 
when Saxl was come neer to Damaſcus , A. 
9. 3. Damaſcus ( the chief City of Syria) or 
Danehe iraifring, 4a Bagg of Blood, fo call- 
ed, becauſe there (tis ſuppoſed) Cain Mur- 
dered Abel) was Diſtant from Jeruſalem 160 
miles, or Six Days Journey, Saul was {uffer?d 
by his Saviour to become an Apparitor or 1n- 
quiſitor againſt private Meetings of Hereticks, 
(Chriſtians fo called) this was more than a 
bare Baſe Informer ; he muſt get a full Com- 
miſſion for doing much Mſchief by Authority, 
he muſt Travel without Diſturbance Fiye 

Days Journey, and be alſo towards the end of 
his 6th. even neer Damaſcus, and not one Rub 
Or Remora (we read of ) doth he meet with in 
all this Wicked Work and Wretched Way ; 
and it may be eaſily Imagined , what Bloody 
Thoughts this Blood-Hound (Saw) had Sug- 
geſted into hits Miſchievous mind by Satan all 
the way as he went : Oh how did he Hope to 
Pepper the poor Chriſtians with a full Execu- 
tion of his Barbarous Deſigns ? Oh how was 
"s Delighted to eſpy on the Road his Dear 

amaſcus, ( where his Deſign lay) when he 
came nees to it, and {0 necr as to behold it ? 
. no 
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no doubt, but 'hemeant to fill that Bagg '>f 
Blood(as Damaſems ſignifies) with n great deal 

more of the Blood of many N__ Abels, 
and he Reſoly'd to do ſomething in order 
hereunto before he ſlept that 6eh. Night 3- but 
Behold ! in the midſt of all tWeſe his Murder- 
tng-Imaginations and Helliſh Machinations, 
"Chriſt meets him, and Vnborſt himpor Knock'd 
him down with a Thunder-Bolt, or Flaſh of 
Lightning, when almoſt at his Journeys end, 
there he ſtumbPd upon that Stumbling-Stone; 
(the Rock of Apes,as well as of Offence )and falls 
ro the Earth, ACt. 9.3, 4. and *tis a Wonder he 
brake not all his Bones, and that his Breath 
was not beaten out of his Body, yea, that his 
Carcaſs was not hung upin Gibbets,(as a pub- 
/ tick, Warning to all Bloody Perſecutors)* that 
the Churches of Chriſt might have the more 
Reſt and Reſpite thereby i No, Chriſts thoughts, 
are not as oxrs ; ?tis True, Chriſts Throws and 
Blows with his Heavy Hand are Deadly to ef- 
fe(t the aforeſaid, and his, Anger is Deſtru- 
Aiveto ſuch as will not Fo oe with a Kiſs 
of SubjeCtion , he faith , a little of his Wrath 
will make them Periſh in the midſPof therr way, 
of their Plots, and of their Lives, Pfa. 2. 12. 
yet 1o, together with-the Beams of his Glory, 
Chriſt here ſhews the Bowels of his Pitty : 
though now he be 5 Heaven in a Glorified ps 
ſtate, yet hath he ſtill his Heart as'kirdly Af» 
fected/to Sinnervas when he was upoi Earth + 

2 though 
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though he hath chang'd his #onoxr, yet not 
his Narzre, he is as kind and loving as ever, yea 
more, for it is. Glorifd Love that is now 'in 
Chriſt, though he now be free from Paſſion,(as 
ATev105, or uncapable of Suffering) yet not at 
all from Compaſſion : ſtill hath He a kind of 
Feeling ,, as well asiFellow-Feeling, in thole 
Words, Saul, Saul, why Perſecnteſt tho me ? 
AQ.9.4. the Head of the Church (Chriſt) feels 
himſelf Wounded in his Members (the Saints) 
Chriſt liveth in them, Gal. 2.20, their Re- 
proaches are his, Hebr, 13. 13: and their ſuffer- 
ings are his, Cl; 1. 24. Saul Hearing from this 
Compaſſionate Chriſt, that he was but” kicknt 
againſt the Pricks, v.5: that is, In his mad 
marching to Damaſcxs, he was but Hurting 
himfelf,im Hnrting the Saints, he Trackles an 
becomes (of a'mad Bnll of Baſhar ) Trattable 
to-:Chriſts Yoke : #:Oh matchleſs Mercy itt 
Chrift, thos to make of aWorrymg Wolf, 
ſ{ucha Bleſſed Shepheard of his Flock of- Sheep; 
Then had the Chuychox Reſt; &c. v.54. whert the 
Wolf was chang*d into a Lamb, yea, ints 4 
Paſtor or Feeder and Defender of the Lambs 
of: Chriſt; * God hath ſtill this way opert 
whereby to give Reſt to his Afited Churches,, 


He can Convert as well as Confoand the worlt of 
their Perſecutors : *Tis plain here; Sa» loſt 
 andChrift gain”dthe Game: Satans (6th: Af,alf 
was-upon Said (himſelf) when converted into 
Pakl,ſo call'44 #0 ]7 2avey aCefancdo [becanſe 
| Ce Chriſt 
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_ _ Chriſt cauſed: the Flame. of Hell-Fire to 


Ceaſe in him-; no ſooner was the Fire of Hell 
cauſed to. ceaſe. in Sam, and he become Paxl, 
but preſently the Fire of Hell from Satan be- 
gan to flame out againſt him, Tempora Mutan- 
tur, itiam'& perſona, &c. Now. Satans-princi- 
pal Afaulter-.of- the - Churth, 1s become the 
principal Afſawlted by Satan in the Church : _ 
now Satans prime Apoſtle, or (as the Word fig- 
nifies) Meſſenger, (with his Credentials: and 
Plenipotentiary - Letters-Pattents 'from the” | 
Soveraign :Saxhedrim ;) for: perſecuting the: 
Church, becomes. a prime Apoſtle of Chriſt 
(with all Apoſtolical Qpalifications thereun- 
to) for the preſerving and protecting of the 
Church; this makes the Devil madagainſt him, 
and not only to hinder him at every turn in his 
Work, (as kimſelf ſayeth) 1 Theff. 2. 18. but 
alſo doth his Utmoſt tiot only to Hurr-him, 
yea, and to Hand him out of the way by fome' 
of thoſe gften' Perils he brought him into, 
2 Cor.11,149#4 £0.30. Pauldeſcribes his Perils 
and Paſſions both by Sea and» Land, by-For- 
raigners- and-Domeſticks (all Satans Inftru- 
ments) in a; Golden Flood of Eloquenee,) to' 
which Demoſthenes is but Dull :- yet here again 
the Devil was Defeated in this Deſign alfo by 
2 marvelous Handof God : for.(1.) Paul (at- 
ter he had been ſtruck.Blind with the gt 
ning, and was led Blind into Damaſcus,(which 
he would. ſo gladly have ſeen and been at for 
X P49 GED per- 
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| periuting the Chriſtians)to ſhew bim he was 
ut Blend jn that Rage againſt them, and after 
he had AffiiFed bis Soul in Faſting Three Days, 
and recetving his Sight both of Soul and Body, 
by his Raprxre into Heaven, as ſore ſay, 2 Cor. 
12.2.) becometh 1nſatiabilis Chriſti Conciona- 
4 tor, an Unwearied Preacher of Chriſt, A&#:9.20, 
' 22, both there and in Arabza, Gal. i. 17, 18: 
God Chain'd up Satan for Three Y. ſo that 
he could not Actany Violence againſt Pazl all 
that time, God gave him [1uiges ixayes] ſuffi- 
cient (or ſo many) Days, At#.9.23. or Three 
Y. ſolong a time to Serrle, e*re he calPd him 
to Suffer ;, the good Husbandrman trn} not the 
cruſhing Wheel updn his (tender) Cummin, nor hit 
(hard) Flail upon his (ſoft ) Fitches, 1{a.28.26: 
. when Paul was well confirmed in the Faith, 
then the Devil hath leave to ſtir up Layers. 
i Wait againſt him, but God both Dz:ſcover”'d 
it, and-(by an honeſt ſhifr) D:/appoimed it, At. 
9.23, 24. and 2 Cor. 11. 32. 7 God delivers 
him in his Danger from the Grecians or Hele- 
miſts, (Stephens great Adverſaries) Att.6. 1,9; 
with whom: they Saul was a Collegiate and 
Companion) who, now looking upon Paut as 
an Apoſtate, by turning Chriſtian, ſought b## 
. Death, as he (with them) had ſought Stevens; 
andthe more Zealous he -was now againit 
thezi, the more Enraged they are againſt hin:; 
(more than againſt Peter, Fames, &c. in Fer 
ſale) and is forced by them to ftie to Tar/ut 
| , Ce 2 fot 
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for his Life, A4.9.29,30.(3) (From thoſe of Ico- 
nium, where the M-lignant Jews Incenſed the 
Ignorant Gentiles to Stone him for putting the 
City into Contrary Fattian:, ACt.14.1,6.(4) 
From thoſe at Lyra, whether he fled, and 
where he HeaPd the born Cripple, for which 
they firſt Deifd him, (a wile of the Devi}, 
tempting him to accept of Divine Honour) 
which Device being di/owned, then Satan ftirs 
them up to.Sroxe him, ſfothat he was Sroxed 
unto Death, as to appearance ; yet by a Dt- 
vine Miracle- he Revived for further Work, 
Act. 14.8,10,12,14,20. (5) Goddelivers him 
alfo from the Danger he was inby thoſe at 
Philipps,(for caſting out a Divining Spirit out: 
of a'Gainful Damoſel, for which he was both 
Whipp*'d and Impriſon'd) both by an Earth- 
quake, and by the Converſion of his Goaler, 
Af.16.12,18,20,23,26,30.,34. (6) S0 likewiſe 
he-was ſaved from the Uproar at Theſſalonica, 
ACt.17.1,5. made by the Raſcality of the.City, 
which purſued him to Ferea, (where he found 
Nobler Audiors,v.11.) and Drove him thence. 
(7) He was alſo Deliver'd from Demerriusand 
his Silver-Smiths (that.made Shrines for D4a- 
24) at Epheſus, by the Wiſdom of the'Fown-+ 
Clark, Act. 19. 23, 28, 35, 39. (8) From. thoſe 
Beaſts he- found and Fought with, (as at Epheſwms, 
i Cor.15.32. ſo) at Jeruſalem, where'iBealt- | 
ty Men laid hold of- him, and would: have = 
KilPd him, but the Chief ON A 
; ; rom 
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fromrthem, Ac.21.27,31.Thoſe Afran-Jews were 
Satans Blood-Hounds, Chaſing Paul firom Aſia 
Hither. (9) From thoſe Forty Blooay Butchers 
that would haye pulPd Pal in pieces, binding 
themſelves under a curſe, that they would neither 
Eat nor Drinkzill they had Kil”d him. God De- 
feats the Plot (1. by caſting a Boxe of Difſenti- 
ez *twixt the Phariſees and Sadduces, - Att. 25. 
7,8. (2. by the Captains Reicuing h:m again, 
v.9,10, (3. by ſending a Guard with him to 
Ceſarea ;, as the frſt was a Godly Policy in 
Paul to Divide his Enemies, ſo the Two laſt 
were Effeis of Gods great Power and Provi- 
dence in making Hearhen-Captains to become 
Pals Patrons, v.13,15,23,33. (10) God faves 
him (1) from ther Wiles, Act.15.3,4. (2) from 
Shipwrack, ACt.27.44. (3) from the Yiper, Act. 
28.5. (4) from Nero the Lyon, 2 Tim.4.17. at 
Rome he Preached Two Y. and Converted 
ſome of Nero*s Houſe, and from thence Wrote 
Epiſtles to Coahrm the Churches to the End 

of the World. 

Satans (7tb.) Afſanlt was againſt Peter, the 
firſt of the Apoſtles, againſt one of the Prime 
Pillars of the Church, which the Devil had cft 
_ bee ſhaking to throw it down, ſteing the Goſpel of 
the Circumcition was committed to him, as th.t 
of the Uncircumcilion was to Paul, Gal. 2. 7, 9. 
both being Equal in Office and Dignity ; Ged 
giving them alike Succeſs both to Fews and 
Gentiles, V.8. 1 Cor,9.1,23. and 2 Cor.13.445. 
| CC 3 1 kis 
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This the Romaniftsdo Deny, though more Fail- 

ings be Recordedin Scripture of Peter, than of 
any other Apoſtle whatioever, Marth. 16. 23. 

Gal.2.14. /Aatth.26.70,72,74. and Joh.21.17, 

&c, Yet this Petey, or Cephas, was a great Eyey 
fore to Satan, being always a ſtout Stickler, 

and a Couragious Chaimpion for Chriſt, there- 

tore doth he Deſire leave to put Peter into his, 
Sieve of Temptation, and therein by toſling 
him too and froto make Chafe of him, Luk, 
22.31, but the Devil was Deceived and Diſap- 
pointed in all kzs Toſlings and Temptings of 
Peter, by the Prayer of Chriſt, v.32. and by the 
Power of God: as (1)no ſooner had Chriſt 
given Peter the Keys of the Church, (as he did 
alſoto al the other Apoſtles, Matth.10.2. and 
20,24. and 18.18, and Joh.20.23, making. them 
All the Stewards of His Houſe, 1 Cor.4.1. 1/a. 
22.22.) Matth.16.19. but immediately. Satan 
tempts Peter to become as Satan himſelf, to 
wit, an Hingererof Redemprion-Work, v.22.23. 
no doubt but Peter had a good meaning in his 
tak 12g Chriſt by the Hand and leading him afid e, 
(2s vie do an Intimate Friend for imparting 
ſome Secret to him) and in his ſaying to him, 
[Mafter, ſprre thy felf., &c.”] Rebuking him for 
his careleineſs of himſelf, (being ſtill ſtrongly 
prepoſſeſſed with a fond Conceit of an Earthly 
Kingdom) yet (to Humble him under that Ho- 
nour'put upon Peter, v.17, 18,19.) heis call'd a 
Devil for his Raſh Incogitancy and Arrogancy , 
7 SS | as 


as well as Fudas is for his Maliciow Obſtinacy, 
Joh.6.70. He . was the Devils Inſtrument in 
Diſwading Chriſt from Dying for his Church, 
and fo became .» Offence to bim: Notwith- 
ſtanding all this, Chriſt graciouſly-brings Pexer 
off out of Satans Sieve, Teaching tum his pro- 
per place of following his Lord as @ Dsſceple, 
and, not to Run before him as a Teacher, all a- 
long, v.23, t026. and alſo raking him to hzs 
Transfiguration, Mar.17.1. as one of his beſt 
Beloved, and 26. 37. (2) When: this brave 
Champion (who. out of a prepolterous Zeal 
could cut off Malchwss Ear with his Swerd, 
that he might ſtand-to his Maſter according to 
his }ord) and ſtout Stickler, ſtood at the Door 
and bythe Fire, yet was Daunted by a filly Da- 

moſel, 7eh.18,16,18,25., 24at.26.69570.to Deny 
his Lord Three times, and that.with Swearing 
and Curſmg himſelf, v. 72. 74. notwithſtanding 
all, Chriſt had a Look, of Love to melt Peters 
Hardened-Heart, Lnk.22.61. he had a Plaiſter 
Prepared before the Wound was Received, v.32, 
and he had an Hand to ſave ſmking Peter, Mar. 
14,30, Now when he was like to Shipwrack 

Faith and a good Conference, and when Satan 
had like to have made Chaffee of him (indeed) 
in his Sieve of Temptation;,, through Gods 
Helping-Hand he comes out good Cory ; and 
| when Converted, he Strengthens his Brethren by 
his Two notable Epiſtles. (3.) When Satan 
ſought to Kill him (after he had becn a Mar- - 
CC 4 velous. 
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_ yeloas\Joftrument in+ long promoting: the 
Gofpel by his Vaſlal Hero, (as Bloody asthe 
1/.Herod, that would have been a Chriſt-Killer, 
and as the 24. that was Foha Baptiſt s-Killer) this 
Herod- Agripp4 was a James-Killer, At, 12.2, 
and according to the Old Trick of all Tirants, 
williag-to Curry Favour with the Wicked, by 
Shedding the Blood of the'Godly, he Attempts 
to be a Peter-Kikter alſo, v. 3. but Defers his 
Execution (God over-ruling his Bloody In- 
tention -by his ows fond Superſtition) out of 
Reverence to the Paſſover, while he had none 
at all to Gods Sixth Command, [Thou ſhalt do 
na Murder, In the mean time, the Church was 
hardat Work in Earneſt and Unceſſant Pray- 
er, v:'5. This ſet the Prayer-Hearing 
God at Work, (yet not till Peter was at 'the 
Pits-brink, v. 6.) He ſends his Angel, Awakes 
' Peter, (who had caſt himſelf. into Gods Arms 
in his Sleep) ſtrikes off his Chains, opens the 
{ron-Gates, conveys him out.in Deſpight of 
his Guards, Peter lives to-do the Church much 
Service, and foon after the Tyrant Dies of 2 
Lowzy Diſeaſe by the Churches-Prayer,ver.7,8, 
IO, 21, 23. ta which Perers Releaſe, (who was 
Return'd to them in their very Work)and He- 
reds Dreadful Deſtruttion, (inthe midſt of his 
Glittering Glory) was a Signal Anſwer. 


The 
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The e Tweny-Si ixth bP! lot, ec, 
. CH AP. KxV1 
He laſt and longeſt Liver of all the 
T Apoltles, was, Fohz the Divine, who 
is well called the Daniel of the New 
Teſt. as Danael is call'd the Fehr of the welt? 
for as Daxiel Wrote not onely an' Hs ftory 
the Church, what it was in his Day, but w 5 1 
Prophccy what it would be after to Chrifts F 4 
Comming : ſo John Wrote ift. an Hiſtory 
the Church, what it was in-his Day, (in KA | 
Three firlt Chapters of his Revelation,) then 
2ly. a Prophecy what it would be, from his time 
to the Second Comming of Chriſt, in all the fo}- 
lowing Chapters of that Book from the 6th.t0 
the laſt, the 4th. (alluding to the Old Teſt. ) 
and the 52h. (alluding to the New.) being but 
a Preludium or Preface to his Seal, Trumpet, 
and FYial-Prophecy concerning Things that 
mult . after come to paſs. This Apoſtle the En- 
vious One (Satan) Envy'd above all ; 1, Becauſe 
v was Beloved above all, he was as Danel, 
[ Ihchamudoth | a Man of Deſires and De- 
lights, greatly Beloved, Dan. g. 23. Hence is he 
called the Dz/ciple whom Jeſus loved, Joh. 19. 
26, and 20, 2, and 21.7, 20. Chriſt loved all 
his Diſciples, Jek. 13. 1. but Joh» more fingu- 
larly and fignally, therefore did he lean on his 
Boſom, 
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Boſom, v. 23. and Chriſt committed his dear 
Mother to his peculiar charge; for this he was 
the more Hated by the Devil : and (2) for his 
being a Boarnerges, a Son of Thwider , Mark 
3. 17.2 moſt powerful Preacher, whereby he 
did Thunder dowz the Devils Kingdom. (3. ) 
for his joyning in, Commiſſion with Peter in 
Cureing the Cripple, A. 3. and in Confirm- 
ing the Samaritans, and Conferring wpez them 
the Gifts of the Spirit, yea, and Contounding 
Satans Grand Sorcerer there, ACt.8. (4.) for 
his out-Living all the Apoſtles,(as Chrilt Inti- 
mates, Joh. 21.22. 23, 24. who Lived to 120 
Y. old, ) and ſo Succeſsfully Watering thoſe 
Churches in Aſia the leſs , which Paul had 
Planted ; he after Paxls Death comes from 
Teruſalemthicher, and takes them for his Pro- 
vince and .Dioceſs : Hereupon the Devil 
makes his 8th. Aſſault upon him, ſo begins his 
26th. Plot againſt the Church. (1.) Satan ſtirrs 
up Domitian to caſt John into a Veſlel of Boyl- 
ing Oyl, out of which he came out Unhurt , as 
the Antients tell us; however, the Scripture 
of Truth truly ſays, (2) that he was Baniſt'd 
(by Domitian, at the Devils Inſtigation ) into 
the Iſle of Pathmos, Revel. 1.9. that he might 
Preach no more, he having none to Preach 
, untain that Deſart-place. (3) The Devil ſets 
upon thoſe Golden-Candleſticks, and Corrupts 
them moſt Horribly in th:s Apoſtles Abſence, 


infomuch as (1.) the Church of Smyrna. was 
| Peſter'd 
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Peſter*d with a Synagogue of Satan; to wit, th& 
Unbelieving Jews, Rev. 2.9. but (2) more ec” 
ſpecially Pergamus , where their Diveliſh Ma- 
hiciouſneſs is ſtiled the very Throne. or Seat. of 
Satan,v. 13, and where Atralus (the Devils 
Agent) had Martyr*d Antipas. (3) Falſe Apo- 
ſtles. had Worm'd themſelves in among them, 
pretending Apoſtolical Power', and perhaps 
praQticeing Magick, to make themſelves look 
more Apoſtolical-like, Revel. 2. 2. Thoſe rrow- 
bled the Church at Epheſus, but they were Try- 
ed and found Lyars there. Ns other Seducers 
crept in by the Devils Crgt, (though not by 
the Magick Miracles of Devils, as the othgrs 
did, yet) by the DoCtrines of Devils, as that 
of the Nico Laitans, Rev. 2, 14. and 6, teach-, 


- ing Community of Wives, and that things Sa- 


crificed to Idols might be Eaten. (5 Ja lezabel, 
(either of her Name. or Nature, or both, was 
foiſted into T hyatira, by Satan, both a Whore 
and a Witch, therefore ſhe and her Children 
(to wit, Diſciples) are Threatned to be De- 
ſtroyed , Rewel. 2. 20, 23. (6) Formality and 
Fypocriſie had Leavened Sardss, Revel. 3. 1. 
and (7) Lukewarmneſs was on Laodicea , ver. 
15, 16, ſoto be ſpu'd out. But mark how God 
Baffles the Devil in all this, by laying limits up- 
on him: Rather than fail, Satan ( himſelf ) 
will execute the Office of a Juſtice, Rev. 2. 10. 
Beh:ld the Devil will caſt ſome of you into Pri- 
fon, &c. either he a(ts thus in Perſon, x ( $ 
| ca 
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*-  leaft) bya Proxy, towit, by his Imps and In- 
ſtruments, yet all Satans ACtings ( iz the Chil- 
#ren of Diſobedience, by whom he Works , 
- Eph. 2. 2.) areundera Divine Limitation, as 
1. *tis but ſome of them, and or af! of them, 
2.into Priſon, not'into' Hell. 3, *tis onely to 
Try them, not to Deſtroy them. 4.”tis for Ter 
Days only , not for Ever : And though the 
Devil got Fohnthe Apoſtle caſt into a Veſſel of 
Boyling Oyl, yet he came out thence without 
harm, as before ; And though Domurian ( the 
Emperor of Rome ) Baniſhl*d him to Pathmos, 
yet there he Wrotethoſe Seven Epiſtles to the 
Seyen Churches which were not 1n-Churched 
with all thoſe Gortuptions, but are Written 
.to as Churches {till , and as Golden-Candleſtichs 
in thoſe Epiſtles, wherein ſweet Cordials and 
Comforts are Intermingled with ſundry /ad 
Cotroſives ahd Cordoliums as (1) God threat- 
ens the Removal of the Candleſticks, id eſt, to 
another place, not the quite Extinguiſhing of 
. the Light ſet 'up thereon, Rev. 2. 5. (2) Chritt 
ſtemms himſelf from that Removal , becauſe 
he ſaw ſome Goodneſs in the Church, v. 6. be- 
eanſe thon Hateft , &CcC. - * God may ao jo to 
England, &e. (3) Deus minatur, ut nom puniat, 
Ambroſe, God Threatens, that he-may tiot 
Strike, he hath ſet his Bow in the Clouds, but 
there js never an Arrow in it, and the Bent of 
tbat Bow is towards Heaven ,, not towards 
Earth, or #s. (4) Chriſt ſaith,Fear none of thoſe 


things, 
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things , ver. 10. promiſing withal & Crow of 
Life. (5) He promsſeth alſo,” the Hidden Man- 
2a, and the White Stone with the New Name, 
to wit, Abſelution, as well as Aſſurance, v, 17. 
(6) not to lay any other Burden, than what they | 
already ſuffer*d, wer. 2. * Oh! that God may 
fay fo to his Churches im this great City and 
Nation. (7) that They ſhall Walk, with' him in 
White , Revel. 3. 4. to-wit, in pure Ordi- 
nances ina berter Day and Diſpenfation , (8) 
and have an open Door, v. 8. yea, and (9) Good 
Counſel, v. 18. to ſhew they were not Incorri- 
gible, and (/aſtly) Chriſt was not gone from 
them, much leſs had deliver'd them up unto 
Satan, but ſtill Walked mm the midſt of F&s 
Golden Candleſticks, Revel. 1. 13. and fiaud- 
ing at the 'Door Knocking both by Outward 
Means. and Inward Motions, by the Hammer 
of his Word, and by the Hand of his Spirit, 
Revel. 3.20. with thoſe Seven Epiſtles' (to- 
gether with His own Return and Perſonal 
Preaching to*them after the Death of Dimy- 
tian) he maryelouſly Repaired, Refreſhed, 'and 
Eſtabliſhed thoſe Seven Churches well-nigh 
laid waſte by the Cruelty and Tyranny of that 
Perſecuting Emperour. Iathat Ile alſo (whi- 
ther be was Banifd from all Humane Socie- 
ty } Chriſt came to him and gave Him td 
Write-(hot onely that. Excellent Goſpel, ſo 
uſeful for Defence of Chriſts Divinity againſt 
the Blaſphemies af Cerinrhus, &c. a 
ef m1, elleq 
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Bleſſed Epiſtles of #z:s, the 1/f. 24, and 3d. 
but alſo) the Revelation of things to come, Rev; 
I. 19, and4. 1, Evenall the Wretched Mas 
ladies that ſhould befall the Church, and all the 
Bleſſed Remedies for Her Deliverance to the 
End of the World. Thus inall this alſo, God 
over-Shoots Satan in his. own Bow, and left 
not himſelf without Witneſs , AC, 14. 17. This 
Bloody. Wretch (Domitian) was Murder®d by 
his own Men andthe Stiff-necked Fews (which 
had all along oppos'd Chriſt and his Goſpel 
with the utmoſt Outrage) were pay'd Home 
(at laſt with Matchleſs Miſeries, as before, 
both under Veſpaſian (the Father ) and Titus 
(his Son) that were Predeceſſors to Domitian ; 
and this John onely (of all the Apoſtles) lived 
to ſee (in Deſpight of the Devil and all his 
Cruel Cut-Throats) the Wrath of God come 
down upon thoſe Chriſt-Killers to the utmoſt, 
as Chrilt had foretold. 
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Atans 27th. Rlot againſt the Primitive- 
| Church was manag*d by Rome-Hearhen, 
AF when now Grown Great under her Ces 
ſars, and became the Lady of Kingdoms, and 
the Imperious Domineering Miſtris : of \ rhe 
World : The Provocation was'this'; 'z. The 
; Ree Churches 
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Churches of Aſia were Recover?d from their 
aforeſaid Apoſtacy, (which, it ſeems,began in 
Pauls time, 2 Tim. 1, 15, 16, | All they which 
are in Aſia are turned from me; &Cc. .being aſha- 
med of his Bonds, ) by Johns Miniſtry. 2. The 
Goſpel was ſpread all the World over by the 
ſcatter*d Apoſtles, at the DeſtruCtion of Jeru- 
falem, (until which, (atleaſt) ſome of them 
had their Reſidence there,) as by Azdrew into 
Scythia, Phillip into Phrygia,, by Bartholomew 
into Fudea, by Thomas into Parthia and  Per- 
fra, by Matthew into eAthiopia, by Simon Ze- 
lotes into Mauritana and Africa, by Judas 
- (Brother of James) into Edeſſa, by Matthias 
into Macedonia, &c. but that which proyok'd 
the Devil and his Imps moſt of all, was, 3. that 
the Goſpel ſhould fo Prevazl, and Proſper even 
in Rome 1t ſelf, where Satans Principal Throne 
was, and that by Paul, who was there a Pri- 
{oner at large for Two Years, A. 28. 16. 
Preaching the Kingdom of God, v. 23,244,30,31. 
whereby the Roman-Gentiles were brought in- , 
tothe Obedience of Faith, and a Famous Church 
was Conſtituted there of thoſe called to be 
Saints, whoſe Fame was ſpread for its Faith at 
the World over by- that Reſort which was'to 
Rome (the Queen of Cities now) from all parts 
of the Earth, Roy. 1. 5, to8. and 16. 19. And' 
ſtill that which was of Greateſt Proyocation, 
1s, that not onely the Beloved of God (therefore: 
Hated of the Devil) were found in Rome it (elf, 
Rom. 1.7. 
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Rom. 1. 7. but., even tn Nero's. very Family, 
Phil..4. 22. This Curſed Leayen- of Chriſtia- 
nity (as they calY/d it.) had not onely Leavened 
Reme,(the beſt ard chiefeſt City in the World) 
but alfo Czſars.own Royal Pallace, which was 
the beſt and chiefeſt. Building in that beſt and 
chiefeſt City : All Nero's Court Rang of Paut 
the Priſoner and the Preacher; Hereby the Lord 
ardered the Furtherance of the Goſpel , Phil, 1. 
12, 13, even where Szatans Seat or Throne 
was: what could the Court.of {ich a Curſed 
Caitiff and Caſt-away (as Nero was) be, but a 
Barathrum, and: Brothel-Houſe, abounding. 
with all Abominations, quite contrary to the 
Prince of Azbalts, which wascalld Academia, 
Eccleſia & Curia, a Court, a Church, and an 
Univerſity. And what was #ws, but to Depoſe 
* the Devil from his Dignity and Dominion, 
and to ſet up Chriſt in b;\s Throne .: No-won-+ 
der if this provok*d him to do.,. as John had 
faretold in his Seal-Prophecy, that, after the 
White Horfe, ( with-Chriſt upon him.) to wit, 
the Goſpel had ſpread it ſel likea Sun-beam, 
Conquering every where, and alſoCrowned for 
its Conquelts by thofe Primitive Preachers * 
Hac non Succeſſit,. alia Aggrediendum eft Via. : 
nr Devil would then come forth Riding up- 
on his Red Horſe(together with his Black, and 
wath his Pale Horſe) to:bring War, Famine, (of 
the Word eſpecially). yea, .Deathand Hel too 
in thoſe 1/f, Ten'BloodyPerſecutions , Revel. 
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6: 2,3,5,7. This is the 1/. Branch of the2d. 
part of that Book,which John divides into I wo 
parts, 1/t. an Hiſtory of things then preſent: 24. 
a Prophecy of things to come, Ch. 1. 19. Now 
this Rage of this Mad Rider was the firſt of 
thoſe things that ſhould be hereafter ;, the whole 
of the Prophecy being as a Comedy Repreſent- 
ed on a Theatre in 4 Dratnatick Dreſs, as in 
Three Atts; the 1:is the Tragical Miſery of 
the Church ; 2. Her Deliverance. 3. Her Doxo- 
logy, or Magnifying her Deliverer ; So that 
though the Beginning be the Devils, yet always 
the Exd 55 the Lords, Jam.5.11.and that a Good 
End for his own Glory and the Churches Com- 
fort. As Daniel Aſfured the Church how it 
fhould be preſeryed to Chriſts firſt Coming : 
ſo John allures no leſs Preſervation to Her 
from hi time to Chriſts 24. Coming: Indeed 
all the Ten Primitive Perſecutors were as Red 
Ho: ſes, whom the Devil Rode upon, (ſo bloo- 
dy that for every Day in the Y. (excepting 
one) 5000 were Murther®d, as Ferome Writes )- 
and the 1.was Bloody Nero, that Monſter of 
Mankind, notwithſtanding his [Utinam Neſci- 
rem literaz,7 1 wHb, 1 coidd not Write my Name to 
the Execution of any, during his Plauſible Quiz 
mes; or Five Y. Reign) whom' the Levil 
purr*d up to burn Rome, {his own Imperial 
City) Singing upon his Harp (all the Nine - 
Days it was —_— the Song of Homer, a- 
bout the-Burning of Troy, and then charg?d it 
| D d 
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uponthe Ch#i/t:ans, to ay61d the Odium of- it 
from himſelf, who had Hired ſeveral Villains 
to Fire it in ſeveral places, openly caſting Fire- 
Brands (1f not Fire-Balls) amongſt the Oyl- 
Shops and Drugſters; yea, ſome of his own- 
Bed-Chatnber were ſeen:to carry Flax, Toe, 
Torches, &c.to promote it, and his Pretori- 
an Souldiers' (or Life-Guard Men, doth not 
only further it, but even Threaten'd thoſe 
(that Attempted to Quench it) crying, They 
knew what they did, they had one to bear them ont. 
* Now the Chriſtians (many of which Paul Sa- 
lutes in: Roan. 16.) go to the Por, Yea, Paul him- 
felf, (as he had foretold, 2.779.4.6. to be his 
Free-will dffering, Phil,1.23.) in Rome,” and all 
over the Empire, yea, he cut oft alſo many of 
his 7:cheſ6 Citizens, meerly to make up hisown 
Wants out of their Wealth, when he had waſted 
his own Treafure, but this made him unſuffer- 
able, the Senate Condemns him for a Traitor, 
he ſtole out of the City at Midnight, (having 
ſcen aBlazing-Star preaching from Heaven his 
fall, and being Affrighted with an Earth-quake 
and with mot pally Apparitions of thoſe he 
had Murthered) crying out, Have I neither 
F on nor Foe left to:Diſpatch me ? ſo Drinks 
a Glafs ' of Poiſon, and (as if that: had not 
been enough) he falls apon his own Sword, 
- "Dying Miſerably, as he Lived Wickedly.' * How 
eſcaped Peter at Rome, if he ſat Biſhop at Rome? 
(when Nero Burnt it) as.the Romaniſt's Afhrm 7 
L1S 
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"tis more,probable he Died by the Mad Jews in 
Babylon (literal) where he wasar the Writing 
of -his 1}. Epiſtle, 1 Per. 5. 13. and which he 
foretels in his 24, 2 Pet.1,14. SUR this was 
Babylon, (Myſtical) or Rome, as fome Romaniſts 
lay, 4 thereby to prove Perer Rome3 Pope) then 
this far-fetch*d-Notion grants Ree to be the 
Babylon that has ſo many Woes againſt it in 
the Revelation: ?Tis not unlikely. that the 
Jews muſt Murder Peter, for the Devil made 
them exceeding Mad with Malice againſt the 
Goſpel, immediately before their final Down- 
fal, now krowing their time was ſo ſhort) and that 
in the Caldean Pabjln from whence many (be- 
ing conveniently ſeated) return'd not at Cyrad 
Proclamation, as above, in Chap 20. and there 
became a great people ; yea, and thar Babyloy 
was, the Metropolis of that Diſperſion, to 
whom Perer Writes, to wit, Pontus, Galatiaz 
GC. 1 Pet,1.1, The 24. Red Horſe, ( Domirian) 
follows the fore-Horſe of the Team in his 
Bloody Plowing, P/al.129,3. in whom there was 
only this one good, that he punilh*d Informersg 
faying, That not to Puniſh ſuch, were to Fncous 
rage them : he Baniſh'd John, &c. The 34. was 
Trajan the Spaniard, who Murder*d m-;'y Miz 
niſters, as Magicians, becauſe of «<} et Miras 
cles. The 4th. was Antonings Verus, Cr ricner 
Severas, Polycarps ſhining Piety, 7ujrin M.rtyrs 
P0108), and the Prayers of his Thundcing 
ezion of Chriſtians itop'd his Career, The 
d 2 5the 
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Sth. was Severks, whoſe Name anſwer'd his 
Nature; this Helliſh Horſe was Died Red with 
the Blood of Chriſtians, he poiſon'd himſelf at 
Tork to endthe Dolor.of his Gout. The 5h. 
HMaximinus, who Eat Fifty pound of Fleſh at 
2 Supper, and for his Drink,” he muſt have the 
Blood of Saints, eſpecially of Miniſters, ſay- 
| _— Kill the Captains, and their followers fall too. 
* "The 7th, Decius, who Murther®d Millions yet 
being beaten by the Gorhs, leaps'into a Whirl- 

it, where-his Body was'never found. The 
th. Valerian, Whom an eApyptian Conjurer 
made Cruel, becauſe he could'nort Conjarein the 
reſence of Chriſtjans : Sapores.takes him Cap- 
tive; and juſtly made a Footſtool of him. The 
gth.. Anrelian, who was frighted from'it' by a 
Thunder-bolt falling hard by nm. The 10ch. 
Diocletian, the Devils laſt Pire was the worſt, 
_ yet God Preſery*d and. Increas?d His Church 
oy all, having all along Zucid Intervals, and 
eſtimonies of Heaven againſt all thoſe Ty- 
ers, none of them Dying a Dry Death, but 
ike the Devils Red Poſt Horſes, all Poſted a- 
way to Death and Hell, (their proper place) 
the Pale and the Black Horſe muſt follow the 
Red, the Lord ſaid 1t, Revel.6.5,7. | 
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7 Ow when (after the 24.34. and 4ch. 
IN Seal bringing War, Famine, Death, ' 
and Hell) the 6th. Seal had broughr 
an Earth-quake upon the Pagan-Roman Empire, 
{for bringing /s, mahy Souls Under the Altar in 
The 5eh.) even fuch Hcrrible Commorions and 
.Contuſrons, (for the Ten Perſecurions, ) Inſo- 
much as the Perſccurors Killed one anvther, Rey. 
6.449442. The Reward they all gor, was only 
[ut Citins Interficerentur] tO be Curt off theſoo- 
Neri: Then the ,7th. Seal brings In Silence iþ 
Heaven for Half an Hour, Rev.$.r. that is, ſome 
little. Breathing ime of Reftant Peace, which 
the Church (calld oft, The Kingdom af © Hea> 
wen).had when Conſtanriye came to the Crown 
Imperial: This was( S as a Dooms-Day to the 
Dunghil Deities: and to the Chemarims or 
Chimney-Chaplains.of Rome- Heathen, as Des 
{crib®d;:Rev.6.12,13. wil the end ; but (2. )*twas 
a Day of Refreſhing, ArexvEias, Refrigerationis, 2 
fag oY y the Church after Zo: Perſecu- 
tions, At#.3.19. *twas a Time of Reſtitution of 
all, things, ver.21. Now the Church 24litant on 
Earth became (as.it were) T-gumphart in Hea- 
wn :\ This. Couſtantine was the Man-Child 
Which the Ag: 05. forth'(by her Pray- 
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ers) and whzeh the ect Red Dragon would 

chave Devoured, Rev: 5 etal 1) te was the 
Anſwer and Fruit: of her Prayers; She had 

been a Gardey encloſed, a Spring ſhut up, and a 

Fountain Sealed, to wit, uader Reſtraint, and 
even.in Fetters (as the Word ſignifies) all the 

time of the Ter Perſecutions, Cant.4.12, Here- 

upon ſhe prays for an Inlargment by the Blowing 

of the Noth-wind upon her, "that the Spices (nor 
ITtil! Deſtroyed by all her Sufferings)mighr flow 
forth, v,16. Itmay be read, F Awake O North- 
wind, and come Southward, 1to'cool my hot per- 

ſecutions;.God Aiſyers, the Norrhwind ariſes, 
(even Conſtantine 3orn at Tork, in the North) 
comes into the South, breaths upon her with' a 
Bleſſeg [e7 le, Eats and D* 1, bs abundantly of 'her 
| Fruns, wh thereupon th. en began'his 799 
ame; when the Charch is 1ylPd 4% uponthe 

| Tio Fate and Honour,” Car.5. 5 Mg The 

Lamb (Chriſt) opening .the 7h. Seal, brings 
forth the Seveu Trumpets, Rev. 8. 1, 2, Thoſe 
ſounded ſuch, a Dreaiful Alarum with their 
-Thundrings agai:ſt the Roman-Pag in-Empire, 
(now ready to be Ruin?d, at the earneſt ſuit of 
the Martyrs, Rev.6.10. by the Chriſtian Empe- - 
rours.) This Awaken'd the Church,;whoſe heart 
was awake even while ſhe Slamber*d or Slept, 
Can,s.2. yet for her thsow Awakening; the fame 
Anzel of the Covenant (that had Perfumedher 
Praye”s, Rev. 6.19. with his own ſweet Odour s, 
Rey.8.3,4:) let out again the Angel of  the-Bot- 
5 bw FE gomleſs , 
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zomleſs Pit upon Her is the Arrian Hereſie, for 
out of the ſame. Cepnſer he ſcatters 2he Ezre of 
the Altar abroad xpon the Earth, ver.5:Infomuch 
that the Arrian Biſhops perſecuted the Orthodox 
with moſt monſtrous Malice and Malignity ;e- 
ſpecially in the times of Conſtans, Conſt antins, 
and YVatcas the Arrian-Emperonrs,this might be 
Hail and Fire mingled with blood aftet the 1/f. 
Trumpet, v.7. and till that Woe was over, one 
part of the Anſwer tothe Martyrs Prayer was, ' 
that they ſhould Reſt yer for 2 little ſeaſon, un- 
til their Fellow-Ser warts were Killed by thoſe 
Curſed Arriang,Rev.6. 11. and, under this 24. 
Period of Events, .it may be ſaid, (t-leaft by 
way of Exemplifcation) (as in the 2d-and 34, 
'Trupppet, Revel.8,8, 13.) that @/grear-Star fell 
frem-Heaven, to wit, Arrius, 2 great Mountain 
fell into the Seg;, towit, his Hereſie, who being 
1nthe Gall of Bitterneſs (himſelf) did uot on- 
ly .Empitter the DoQtrine of the Church, but: 
turn'd it 1ato blood, making it plainly Mortal to 
Drink of,,aud Deſtructive to the Soul by his 
Denyang the Deity of Chriſt (in his turning 
$K]nazPoſſeſſed intq #1noz Created, Proy.8.22., as 
if,.Chriſt were only a meer Creature, and not 
Qrdyvenn© Gods Man, as if Facchs Ladder 
(Ghwaſt) bad not Two Sides, with a top aud a 
bottomto wit, his Divine and Humane Nature, 
as it he were only *Oug71©, lihe-Gody and not 
alſo; Quezo:Q-, Co-Equal, Co-Eſfſential with 
God; Joh.10,30, the Expreſs Image of hs perſon, 
eB | Dd4 Heb: 
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Hebr.1:3. # whom the God-Head dwelPd bodily, - 
Col.2.9.) this bis making Chri/t, only a Dimi- 
nutive-God was a Soul-Damning Dottrine, for 
this is the Rock and Foundationof our Faith, 
(rÞat Chriſt is God-Man) Matth.16.16. Joh.1.1. 
Phil. 2.6. If we believe it not, there is-o 
Heavento be had for ws, 1 Joh.y.20. * There- 


-- fore this Truth Men muſt hold as their Lives, 


that Chriſt (1) hath the Incommnicable Attri- 
butes of God, Joh.8.58. and 20.28. as Eternity, 
Joh.1.1, 3,9,11,14.and 17.5. Infinitenefs,, Joh.3. 
13. Ommiſcience, Joh.2.24. and 21.17. (2) that ' 
He is one with the Futher in Efſence and Power, 
Joh. 10.30,38. and 14.23. (3) Dong the Works 
of Goa, as Creation, Joh.t.3. Conſervation, Joh: 
5.17. Matchlef Miracles, Joh.7.31. and 8.32. 
(4) and taking to himſelf Divine Honour, Joh 9. 
38. and 14.1. and 20.28, &c. Now Arrin 1n 
Denying the Deity of Chriſt, Deny'd the Re- 
demption of the Church, for *tis not the Work 
of a meer Mortal, but ef a Divine Power totake 
away the fins of the World; and to ſatisfie the 
Curſe of the Law. and the Wrath of God for 
them. The Expreſs Image"of God mult reſtore 
that Loſt Image in Man. The Son of ' God, 
KadP'uriar, by Subſtance muſt Recover Adam (the 
Son cf God, Luk.3. laſt.) and all Believers to be 
the Sons of God, Ke)'s£s5iar, by way of Privi- 
ledge only, Toh.1.12. No Wonder then that this 
Dottrine of Devils did Darken (as ?tis ſaid, 
Rev.$.12.) the 34. part of the Sw, (the De, 
$6 | : 
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of the Moon (their Curats ) and of the Stars, the 
Common-Profiſſors, Under the 4th. Trumpet, 
accordingly it may be ſaid, That this Arriau- 
Hereſie was that Flood which the Dragon (when 
Lethroned by Conſtantine, the Churches chief 
Champion) _ out of his Mouth to Drowp her 
for bringing forth ſuch a Aan-Child, REv:12. 
9,15. which Flood was fo lmpetuous and Uni- 
verſal an Innundation, [*t tots Mundi Triges 
muit,, & fe Artianum Afiratus eft,} The whoſe 
World Groated under the Preſlure of it, faith 
Terome *: the Devil did more Miſchief to the 
Church by the Arr;an-Hercricks, than ever he 
_ haddone y Pavan perſecutors.. Still the Devil 
(or Dragon.) cannot carry his Game, and ?tisa 
Wonder he did .not., confidering, How the*Re? 
man-Emperors (who had ſo lately given” their 
Names to Chriſt) might have calt of all Profefs 
ſion of Chbritianity, when they ſaw ſnch Deſpe> 
rate Digladiations ard Bloody Contentjonsa> 
mong Chriſtians ({o called) about ſo abſtrufe 
(yet fundamenta1a point;yet God over-tuPd 
this (enough probable) occaſion of offence, 
he fixed Conft antine, Martians, Theodoſins,Sen, 
and Jun. Arcadiug, Iuſtinian, &c. to Supprels it, 
though Conſtantine (himſelf) Declined in his 
latter Day, through his Siſter (Conſtantia's) 
Influence upon him, and by Arri»-'s Cheat in 
Subſcribing and Swearing to the Nicene Creed, 
(when he meant both to another under his Arm, 
a right Jeſuits Trick) whereby he was — 
| | 5 
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by the Emperonr.3 yet could not this Wretch {o 
k Le Great God, who ſet this Black Brand 
pon, him, thay when he was going in great 
to be .Reinveſted - into his Church at 
Canſtantinople, (by the Command of his Cheat- 
Conſtantine). and ſtepping aſide to Eaſe him- 
{elf,his Eneer one Guts, and Soul,. went all 
out ; together ;. this: was [t Precationic op, 
non. AAorbi thee ett of faithful Prayers, (cal- 
for full and final Vengeance) rather than 
of: any former Diſtemper z for Alexander (the 
good. Biſhop of that place, and fearing his Rey 
) arneſtly Pray'd (the Nighthefore) thay 
God would prevent. it, and cþ#s was Gods An- 
Iwer ;, He, who, had made ſo Dreadful a Rup- 
ture nc .the =_ (Chriſts Body) dies (him; 
9p: a Dn Rupture, by.his Bowels and 
eaking out together... Thus the Lord 
AE. hy retch, as. he. had done Judas, 
L18. [aaxncy, All his Bowel; guſhed out, 
becauſe he had no Bowels fox his Maſter. in Be- 
ks himJ 2nd; worſe, SAY, Hh. Rupture 
Clan quodam, StngularyCieprtus fragore, COMin 
With 2 nile I Word Laker) 
| befals Judas, when he had gone ſncaking ro con 
# of his $;a ta the Priefts, Matth.27.3,4. (which 
yet were but Miſerable Comforters) but. this 
befel Jrrizeas he was going inhis hu emera 
proudly ſtcutting to reaſſurhe his Dignity, 
ont. of which he had been. 'Ejected, eyen then 
did he ſend ggthis Seat, wrap'd up, as i were, 
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In his Excrements) to be his Harbinger unto 
Hell to provide Room for his Body : * By this 
(1) Divine Teſtimony againſt Arrivs, many were 
Admoniſt'd and Renounc'd their Arrian/m. 
(2) The like Teſtimony. God gave againſt that 
Grand Arrian Emperour,  Yalens: (who Con- 
ſ{ulted with the Devil abont his Succeſſor, and 
the Olde, the fiercer againſt the Church)when 
about Subſcribing an Edict to Baniſh Bafil, his 
Hand was ſmitten with ſuch a Trembling,that 
he was forced to deſiſt ; and when lene 
ten and Wqunded by the Gorhs. and flying itt» 
to an obſcure Cottage to dreſs his Wounds, 


- theſe Barbarians (the Goths purſued him thi- 


ther, and there Burnt him Alive with the Cot- 
tage to leaye his Name a Curlſe to all Ages : 
Beſides (3) the Church had and Heard the 
Voice of her beloved Knocking, even while ſhe 
was Sleeping under Arrianiſm, Can. 5.2. that her 
Heart might be kept Wakeng by all Her Wowr- 
dings from the Heretical Warch-men,v.7.CAriſt 
put in his Hand by the Hole of the Door, v.4:in 
ſtirring up ſo many Orthodox Emperours, who 
all I ing Fathers to the Church, Ia. 49. 
23. calling Synods 1. againſt Arrius Denying 
the Deity of Chriſt ; againſt Neſftorius Divid- 
ing the Perſqns in Chriſt; againſt Emtiches 
Confounding their Natures, 4. againſt Mace- 
donius 'Denying the Deity and Perſon of the 
Holy-Gheft. - And for this very Cauſe of Com- 
torting the Church, that She might not _ 

, | under 


PS. many and fad Sufferings : the 7th. Chap. 
-of* the Revelation, : ſeems to be Interlac?d (in 
the whole of it) betwixt the 6th. and 7th Seal; 
wherein 1s expreſſed ( 1)Gods great care in pre- 
Herving a competent Company, even 144cc0 
Seaked Servants, V4. a great Multituae, v.g. and 
!more than moſt thought they | had been, in 
'Deſpight of the.Devil. (2) Gods great kindnef 
in cauſing thoſe Sealed Servants to Triumph be- 
fore the Throne with their Palms in their Hands 
-over all their Perſecntors, v.9,10., unto which 
Songs of Praiſe the, Angels ſay Amen, v.11,12. 
See more of Gods Gare and Kindneſs, in the 
cloſe of Ch.29h. "Sites" ; 
The Twenty-Ninth Plot”, &>c. 
AP :- . CHAP, XXIX. 
— HE Devits, Twenty-Ninth Plot a- 
i: - gainſt the Church was Mahometaniſm 
i, A; © in the Eaſtern part, as Antichriſtian- 
om was his Thirteenth'in the Weſtern: Thoſe 
I woSiſter-Sins, and Born from Hell beneath, 
EMRe contrary to Chriſtianiſm, which is Born 
om aver above, Foh.3.3,5.) were indeed 
Iwo Twins and Contenzporarics, having their 
Birth. and Beginning (much what) at. the 
lame-time in the 6ch, Century, for ahomer 
that grand Arch-Impoſtor, and Boxiface that 


proud purchaſer of Supremacy (by Symony 
of the Parracide Phecas the Emperour) brake 


forth | 
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39. by Mahometiſm, defeated by God.qty: 
forth (almoſt) both together, being both of { 
them) appointed by God to bera Scourge, the” 
former, tothe Eaſtern-Church, and the.latter» 
to the Weſtern: Now becauſe Arrianiſmhad 
prevailed inthe Eafern part, and the Ceſlati» 

on thereof brought Pride, Luxury, Superſtition, 
and Tdelatry into that Church, inſomuch that: 
then Fohn of Conſtantinople claimeth the Title 
of Univerſal Biſhop, which Gregory of Rome 
(Boniface*s Immediate Predecellor) earneſtly 

withitood : Ther'it was that the Spouſes Belows. 
ed had withdrawn himſelf, as aſhamed to own her 
who was aſhamed to own him in the Naked 
Simplicity of the Goſpel, and nor fobe Cloathed 
with the goodly Coar of Humane Ceremonies; 
Cant.5.3,6, andthe it was that Chriſt (thus - 
Offended) ls&oſerh the Four Angels, (to wit, the 
Mahometan Tetrarchy) the four Sultans of 4> 
fla, Aleppo, Antioch, and Damaſcus ;, or thoſe 
four fierce and-potent people, the Arabians, 
the Saracens, the Tartars, and the Turks, called 
(all) Angels, as they are- Meſſengers of Gods 
Wrath, and Inſtruments of Chriſts J#/tice, who 
hath power to bind and looſe them athis plea- 
ſure; even from the four Horns of the Altar, or 
from any of the four Quarters of the World, 
Revel.9.13,14,15. thoſe were all at an Hours 


Warning, at any time [for an Hour an 4 Day] 


whenſoever Chriſt would Command thoſe 
fierce and fell Creatures out of their Caves, 
(wherein he- had hitherto ſhut them cloſe up 


like 
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like Dygers or Band-Dogs) ont they go to their 
ell 00s Rapine, and SE ies 
out:of the Faſt, and Deſtroy the 3d. part of Men, 
(torwit; of. ſuch as were! nor Sealed, Rev.7.3;) 
with his Vaſt Armies, and great Guns, ſuch as 
were thoſe Two monitruous Spet-fires, calPd; 
the Earrh-quake, and Grand-Diabolo, or Great- 
Devil, ſuch were planted againſt Rbedes and 
Conſtantinople, &c. This is the 24, Woe of the 
66. Trumpet, following the 1f. Hoe of Arr;- 
aniſm, yet Ditfering from tbe 34. Woe of Anti- 
chriſtraniſm, which'wages,War againſt the Seal- 
td Ones, againſt 'the Saints is. the Beaſts, War, 
Ret.13.7. This Woe : 1s the great Land-Levis- 
than (as the Whale is at Sea) that Devyours all 
before it, Conſiderable (1 )eits Author Ma» 
homer, whom \fome Hiſtorjans call the Sworn 
ferernnner of. Antichriſt ;' Sure T am, he is his 
fellow-ranner,. running. 10 parrellel Lines, the 
one raming all the; Eaſt and South, and the 0- 
_ therall: the Weft and North : and ?cis as ſure 
that this Dirty Dog or Hell-Hound lick*d up 
the very Excrements of Arrius ( which carri'd 
out bs Soul 1n;the Jakes) . from Sergins the 
Monk; who becauſe he was an Arrian had been 
Baniſh'd from Conſtantinople into Arabiz,where 
he' tavght Adabomer to Deride Chrifts Deity, 
and ta make a Laughing-ſtock of the Myſtery 
of the Trimey; and' where alſo. they Club'd 
both their Wits with the Devil itt Compoſing 
the Alkora, (which figufites in the Arobicks 


as hn 
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and the Book upon his MaftexsLap, whereby 
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The.Glory) that Shameful Cento and Non-ſenſfi- 
cal Poiſonful Gaflims fry out of Gbriſtian, Fewiſby 
and Heathenijh Writers, that ſomething might 
be in it to. Lempt the Gulit of all thoſe Three, 
eſpecially it heing wholly accomodated to gra» 


tifie all Carnal affections; And this Mock-Meſ- 
- ſizb, that he might haye many Proſelytes,.crys 


himſelf up. as a greater Prophet than-either 
Moſes or the Meſſias, and the better to Impoſe 
this Belief upon. the Credulous People ,. he 
plays Three Legerdemains Tricks, the (1,) was, 
when his Debauchery had brought him intoan 
Epilepſie,. His Fits of the Falling-Sichrep, (he 
ſaid)were his Dzvine Raptkres wherein he Con- 
yers'd with:'the Angel Gabriel : the (2) was 
his Training up-a Deve to pick Wheat out of 
his Ear : This he Blaſphemouſly profeſs'd to 
be the Holy-Ghoſt, which Diftated his Akorax 
to him : and the(3.) was, his breeding up-'a 
zame Bull tothat Familiarity with him, that no 
ſooner . heard he his Maſters Voice, but. he 
would Run to him and Jay his Head upon his 
Maſters Lap after a moſt familiar manner.: Af 
a {et time upon a Friday He promiſeth a Miray 
cle from Heaven to a great Aſſembly ; His 
Bull hath the Alcoran faſten'd between his 
Horns, and ſet in a convenient by-place,, when 
the Scene was Ripe, Mabomet lifts up his 
-Voice, his:Bull Immediately :runs, makes hits 
-Way throughthe'Throng; lays both his Head 


*twas 
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twas cri'd up as coming from Heaven, (2ly.)The 
Extent of it is conſiderable both as to Place and 
Time; 1. as to Plate, Mahometaniſm is extenſout, 
having ſpread itſelf ovyer the Seacoaſts of 4- 
frica, almoſt all, ſaving ſome ſmall places, but 
much more 1n Afia, Running down the Gol- 
den-Candleſticks,and removing them as Chriſt 
had threatned, Rev.2.5. Yea, and in Errope al- 
ſo, from ſome part - of Fungary tO Conſt antino- 
ple in Greece, &c.' In all thoſe places thruſting 
out Chriſtianity, and changing the Croſs into 
the Half-Moon. 2. as to Time tis Extenſive 5 
This Plot of the Devil hath laſted longer (to 
the Churches Diſquiet) than ever atiy of his 
6ther Deſigns aforeſaid, for ch55 hath laſted a- 
boye 4 1000 Y. not only to the GFievous Vexa- 
tio of the Charch, but alſo to the great Diſho- 
hour of Chriſtian Princes, who, had they ſpent 
the 102h. part. of that: Blood .and Treaſure, 
(which they have ſhamefully and ſirfully ſpent 
upon one another in their private Animoſes,) 
might have by their VUnanimity and United Ar- 
mies- given a Stop long ago to the Growing 
Grandeur of this ſeyere Scourge of Chriſteu- 
dom : "Tis True, ſome Expeditions were made 
herein, but all were ſoon Blaſted, and no bet- 
ter could be Hoped, upon a Two-fold Ac- 
compt, (1) from the Or:95nal, 2. from the I 
ftrument of the Holy War. 1. The chief Orgi- 
nal was the Pope*s Succeſſwely (though not Sxc- 
vefifudly) Hopeful Promoters all, to wit, ſuch as 
| (1 fb.) Pope 
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( 1.Pope Aurian, (who. was Choak/d-with'® 
 Flyat l4ſt;perhapslit was Beelwibal'the King of . 
Fhes, that flew'nto his Afouth, and could not 
be\gofiout with eralicines) gave both his Com 
tillion and his Benedittion to Frederick the 1: * 
Emperovr for UndertakingthisHelyWar, (fo 
caljed) yet could be ſo Incenſed againſt him; 
only becanſe the Emperour (being-not.;fas he 
{aid for liimſelf ) -Usd to that Kind of ;Drud- 
zery} Held not the Popes Stirrop»CHoſtlers 
Vkbyopon the Right ſide ; belides many other * 
Injuries; (2) Pope Alexander's Indignities he 
put on:this Z»ptronr, were Worſe, (to ſay no- 
thing of his Betraying Frederick into the Sul- 
| taxrs Hand, by Tending himhis Picture, &. ) 
who. {et his foul Fart: upon tbe:Empercurs fair 
Neckz and {a1d the Pſalmiſts words, [Thoi ſbalt 
Tread wpon the Serpent and Adder, &c.J and the 
Empetor/Replyitig, [Nor tibs, ſedPetro.] The 
Heaſt'goes on, crying, 1t belongs to tne, as well as 
ts Peter : But above all, (3) Pope Urbaniz in 
Animating the Chriſtians againſt the Turks, at. 
his'Platinele-Syned, where Alexi«s(Emperdr of 
the Eaſt) made his Complaint by/his Embaſſaz 
dors, that the Mabometans had got his All it 
 Afie from him, yet Dealt he moſt Treachc- 
tonſly'with the Weftery Emperors Forces, by 


tniking' Lime with their Meal to Poyſon theinz 
and this Pope was 10-T ronbleſome to the overs 
Obſequious rokr, ' becauſe. he Honour d 
not his:Zolinefi in all his other Projects allle | 
v7 ;jEe that 
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that he would” needs excommunicate him, 
hence got the *his name Urbanui chang'd into. 
Turbanus, for being ſo 'Trottblefome 3+ yea ; 
Frederick, the 24. fared: no» better than Frede-. 
rick. the 1/t. aforeſaid, who though he frighted: * 
the Turks intoa Peace very Advantagious:ito 
the Chriſtians, yet all this conld not Content 
(4) Pope Honor 1x8, (5) Pope Gregory the gth. 
(6) Pope /nnocent the 3d. (7) Pope Celeftin ;, 
but the poor Emperoxr, forall his good: Service 
' inthe Holy War, was excommunicated: about 
Five times,and Sequeſtred from all his Royal- 
ties, and this muſt be Ratified:by a Thundring 
Bull, (coramanded (m ſtead of a Sermon) te» 
be Read in every Church beginning thus, A/- 
eendite Mari Bellica Beftia;,&c. the Wordswf 
Revel.; 13. 1. fo' well hisHolinef could: point 
out the: Accompliſhment of that very Prophe- 
cy : The Benedittion of fuch Popes (as:thoſe) 
was more hike. to bring.a Exrſe than a Bleſſing 
/ npon theUndertakers 1h this Holy War, eſpect- 
ally conſidering Four things.” (1.}'The Defigh 
of thoſe Popes in ſending thoſe thets:Hnmble 
| Servants (the Emperors) abroad into. the Holy 
Land,was, that ebey; being.not'only abſent, but 
alſo Weakened byFWar, might give unto them a 
better Opportunity of Uſurping their Deſired 
Dominion and Tyranny ae Home. (2)Beſides, 
that Expedition into the Holy Hand hath been 
notoriouſly Hindred by the: Daymable Diſſen- 
tions and Contentions. of the Popes one witty 
"+ 5oh P ano- 


another for Peters Chair, inſomuch- that the 

Emperours have beenſundry times ſent for into 

Ttaly, and there found it a very Difficuit Work 
.to'keep the Peace among the Popes, without 

whoſe Mediation, the very. Popes "themſelves 
(by their many Schiſms and Animoſities)would 
Infallibly haye pulPd the Infallible Chair all to 
pieces. (3) There was likewiſe another Avo- 
cation from that Expedition, to wit, The Dead- 
ly Fewd (that rchen was in its Height. and Pre- 
dominancy) betwixt the Gelphs(thePopes par- 
ty) and the Gibellines, (the Emperours)the for- 
mer Mortally hating the latter,and had a more 
willing mind to'lmbrue their Hands in the 
Blood off the French, (as they did inthe Srcili- 
an Veſpers) and of the-lzperiahits, than of 
the Mabometan-Tarks ;, Now while «the Flack, 
and the White (as jthoſe Two Fattions were 
called, made all Red about them with Blood 
at home, the Holy War abroad was not likely 
to proſper. (4) Such. was the Notorious Ex- 
travagancy of the Popes in all manner of Vil- 
lany, thatit is a juſt Marter of Inquiry, whe- 

' ther the Grand Seignior with all his Mahomes 
tan-Saracens, did not leſs Hurt to the Church 
and Chriſtianity mm the Eaff,than the Popes Vn- 
holy Holinef with, his Cruel Croyſado's did in 
the Weſt : thus for the Original. The 2d. Ac- 
comprt-is from the Inſtrument, which was Peter 
the Herne, the grand Trumpet to this = 
War, who was better Acquainted with Sound- 
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. Ing Alarums to War, thanwithhf#i 1p; 4 Vaice- 
like a Trumpet in Preaciimpg rbetioſpel of Pearce, 
Ina word, If he yere not 'the-fame ar, yet 
was he very like that. ſame:Perer The! Hermite, 
whom({the Centuriſts fay)wasa Afagicianwho 
told King Fobw of Enghaiz, That upon Aſcen- 
fion-Day he'ſhould be caſt out of his Kingdom, 
and þe Paww'd his own Life to aſſert the 'Truth 
of his Prophecy : for an Experiment hereof 
the Hermite is. Impriſoned from January to 
June the 24th, and then nothing Happening 
ro K. Job according to his Ptediction, be was 
taken at his Wogzd, and Hang?d up for a Fool, 
&c. Much more concerningthis may be ſeen 
in Fulers Holy War, which I have not by me 
to Conſult with. No Wonder then, If this 
Expedition, againſt the Tarks, (both the firſt 
Five and all others after) had no better Suceeſs 
When the Roman-B:ſhop (who was the Grand 
Promoter of it) did Pollute-both the Eaſtern 
(yea, Jeruſalem it ſelf) and the Weſtern Church 
with alt kinds of 1dolzrry., which the very 
Turks Abhor ; yea, and chang'd the Eccleſia- 
ſtical Office of Epſcqpary every where, into 2 
meer Political of Givil Admmiftration, and the 
people generally (in that Day) Loved fo have 
3t ſo, Jer.5.31, This drew on;the Gaye of 
God upon them, and not a'Bleſſing, eſpecially 
when that Bloody Beaft- or Biſbop Delighted 
more 1n Drinking the Bked'of the poorWat- 
wraſer and libingenſes, (fox Dibering Rom 
G*- = OR 0, 
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himin ſome Popiſhpoints) than the Blood of * 

the Suracens (who-were profels'd Enemies to, 
the Chriſtian Religion) 1n the.z1ch. Centuryy 

| and the Blood of the Paupe?es Ne Lngduno, the 
poor Men of: Lions inthe 13rh, Ceatnry, when 
there had been no leſs than. T,wenty+Eight ſfe+ 
veral Schiſms in the Remſb Charch, all-which 
could not but; exceedingly Hinder, the;Succeſy 
of ' the Popes Holy War. '' 0 wi 37 03 
 PTis True,  Mahometaniſm bath afir cady Afﬀe 
flitedithe Charch longer than 4.x).the eEgype 
tzans did), which was at moſt. but.430.Y 4; or; (3) 
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'  Neroto Conſt amine, which; was about. 260. Y, 
o8;(4) by the drriusy which Jaitgdahaut.z 
V:1(40 fay nothing of other ſgazller.terms 
time): for it hath; lated ahovg a,1coo Y.. (as - 
befdre)already, and-hoiy long. itxmay ftilllalt, 
the'Lord alone knoweth, yer (fas the Comfort 
'of the Church) .he maketh bex/tq, know, not 
only in the general, that ir-ſhall:gor-{alk for 
ever, but more pargicalarly, that; (1) fe limits 
ted ag ro Time: the ſame DivineÞP ;Fhax 
(#rſt) Band up thoſe Band -D0ga.$ Ly.) 
Lofed'them out of their Chainsand Myzzles, 
both can and will(31y) Cab themef fapm.their 
woe Wark, and Zind them feſt up,a2ain 
' in his Chain and Muzzel a: hisown duetime, 
the Rod of the Wicked. ſhalt not always Reſt upon 
the lat of the Righteous, Plal, 125.3, T0983 
| Ee 3 this 
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" this 29th. Plot of the Devil againſt the Church 
fath been a / ong-laſting Plot, as Hiſtory.ſhew- 
eth; yet Proper Xaly 'Drognoſticare, its 
End, and ſo oe be everlaſting; the 
Devil willloſe this Game alſo-at lalt, 2, God 
hath Limited the' time of it, how long thoſe 
Fourtwl Angels, Or Meſſengers of his Juſtico 
(being Hideed Thcarnate Devils) ſhall be loſed, 
to wit, fe Peron and a Day, a Month aid a 
Year, Reed 2/3 from: which Words Mr. 
Prightwien ederech,” that the Turksſh Empire 
ſha longer than -about-1626. (See my 
Diſcovery of 'Antichriſt, Pag. 115. 1ine'13. for 
that Y. axd Pag. 21 ) However it holds out, 
that theie] Is a Divine Deter mination in parti» 
Fular,'even £02 Tear, 2 Month, a Day, and-/an 
. How, when: this Plot and Plague ſhall be De- 
terminet ;- And if Geg and Magog (mentioned 
Ezek: 38. and-+39; 'and Rev. 20, 8:) have: Res 
fation to the Great Turk, as-is ſu Ippoledy then 
we haye an Account of his Exd : Exzckich is 
bid 70' ſcr-$57 Face.againſt Gog;and ſay ro Pip 
again and again, (forthe 'betrer Sup rt. and 
Comfort © "the Church.) All thy Poſleflion in 
the ith tors ſhall be a'Grave only, Exck, 
38,2714, and*39. 11. :One of the laſt» Ene- 
mies of the.Ghurch before Ciriſts f-ſ Com- 
ing, "was,"\thit Heathen Antiochns, and; God 
brought him down to his 'Grave ® $0 one of 'the. 
laft' Enemies of © the Church befors the- 24. 
Coming of Chriſt is this Mahomeran Athuor- 
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- and as ſure as God Di/parch*dithe former, 
Ar the latter alſo... (2) God,would have 
his Church to know alfo , that the Great Turk 
15 not Abſolute, to do all what hewill,but one- 
ly what Ged will ; He cannof Congier beyond 
his Comanſlion , nor Xl} beyond it! ; his Com- 
miſon-was Limited, not onely 1. as to Time, 
as befare, but 2.as to. Perſons ,.. he muſt not. 
Kill all before- him as he would do;/ng, ?ris 
onely a, 3d. part of Men, to wit; onely fuch as 
were.ner Sealed, Reveh7, 3. God would Hide 
his Sighing oxes fram- him, Ezek, 9: 4+ and 6. 
| Com yot-near any.upon whom is the Mark,, what 
* everisSealed is excellent in its kind, as-#or- 
deum Signatum is Excellent Barley., 1a. .28. 25, 
Theſe-Sealed and Sighing Ones: (that-Sighed 
; both ont of Pirty and out of Prery for the Abo- 
mination of the Times).were the Pregzous Sons 
of Sion , and the; Excellent Ones of the Earth, 
Lam..4. 2, and Pal. 16. .3. They are Gods 
Darlings, and Heavens Favourites, therefore 
the Turk, mult not:1 puch theſe Annointed Ones, 
Pſal.. 105. 15. they-are Sacred Perſons , to 
Touch theie is to Touch the Applacof .Geds Eye, 
Zech.z.8. and that is a tender part, God will 
not ſuffer it, * ?Tis yery Obleryable,, that 
- as yet, the Turk hath nor done nmach Harm to 
the Reformed Churches, ( thoſe Sealed QOves, ) 
all the Hurt he hath done is moſtlyupon the 
Superozlionus Greeks, and the Syperſtitions Ro 
mig s , They both Provndentially lying betwixt 
i the .. 
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: Pydty fabis the'Tik, : And tis 1## 
. os mh pri hy the Pe 
| agtiaſe him) 3 is the 
Noo. ntibriſf a 
3 Anti reſt is Liniieed as 
| - Ie alſo , for though he be that: Ziord- 
Leviathan", .wh6 hath Swallow'd "up' many 
A Countries,- fas the Whate doth Fifhes): "ts wit, 
(1) the Name and Etnpire of the Saracens. (2) 
' rhe moſt Glorious Empire of Greece; (3)' the 
q Renowned Kingdoms of Matedonia, Pelopones 
ſug, Epirus, wy om 6 ws Boznia, Arme- . 
mia; Cyprus: Mee E ff, Judea," Ins, . 
 eArgiers, Media, Ap pram, , with a great 
part of be: as alfo ſome part of Perſea; all 
Chaldea x aWord,'a great part of Aſia, 
Africa and Europe, as before -; ; Yea, Kether- | 
man  fairh; Mahometaniſm i is more aid larger 
ipread than Chriſtianity , yet never could he 
yet ſet his Foot-upon any part of 4merica, God 
| Puts a Hook. into this Leviathans Noſe, Job 
41: 1, 2: ſothat he cannot Conquer -t ie Gold 
Mines of the Indies , nor the' Golden Goſpel of 
Chriſtendom : The great power of God hath 
fet Barrs and Bounds to him, ſaying, Thus fur 
Le «rho $2) and yo further , and here ſhall thy 
| avei be ſtayed; Fob 38.10, 11. and in: 
; tu time God wil breakghe Headof this proud 
Leviathan in pitees, and' give him to.be Meat to 
| bis ; pop ior: the Wilderneſt , Pl hy 
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" (4) Gad would have his.-Chutch '# know; 
that the Grand Seightor is, Limnred, alſo as t9 
rbmgs, he can or doeyery Wicked thing hes 
would dq', he would Undovbtedly -Blow of 
' the Light of rhe Goſpel , andleſfen the Limits 
of rhe Church'of God , but rhjx God will not 
permit hint, ſaying:to thoſe Churches of 14- 
ſia , Regent, or 1 will: Remove thy Candleſtick, 
| Revel.2:5. *Tis Chris Work; not theBk: 
to do., 'and though this be” done now-by"the 
Tark,,, not, onely to chem Sexven, but *to All 
the other mentioned tn Scripture, {(* except 
the Roman , which He Dayly PThreatneth) yet 
all this is done by Commillionfrom Chriſt; as 
a puniſhment for, their Apoſtacy, (which Pant 
both zofd and foreto[d; 2" Timy'1. 15. AQ. 20, 
29, 30. ) yet was it onely 'a Blowing away the 
Goſpel, and not a Blowang ze aut, Thc Candle 
was not put out, onely the Candleſtick, was Re- 
moved , The Kingdom of - Heaven was taken 
fromthem , Matth. 21.43. It was not Loft or 
Deſtroyed, but Giver to another place : Thus 
the Chureb is ſtil] like the Sea , whar It loſes 
on one ſide, it gains upon the 'other, what e- 
ver it loft in-Afia then , it hath, Gained mn A+ 
merica ſince ,, 'It goes with the Sun from Faſt 
to: Welt. : Os | «NY 
- (5.) And'to know, thatthough the Weſtern 
Church were not waſted by the Turk, ( as the 
Eaſtern was for Idolatry) yet would the. not 
be Warn'd thereby , nor Repent of ber Tdola- 
| | ny, 
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try, 'Revel. 9.20. (that muſt. be meant of Ro- 
F. manſts, for neither. Jews nor: Turks ( much 
©. olefs Simef are Wake Images for. Worſhip ) 
and therefore Reſerved for the Seventh Trum- 
pet, Rev. 11.15. that brings in the Seven Y+- 
als upon it , and while the Pope ſtands ; the | 
Turk, cannot Fall ,as more Tolerable of the 
'I'wo in theſe Ref] pects : 1, He Hates mages, 
2: Forces none in Matters of Religion ; 
Hehtice our Martyrologies mentions no perſe- 
- cutions-by him. 3. He isa Bridle to the Pope, 
(.as to Proteſtants.ingeneral) but when he Ell 
 uponthe Tre Church, then Fire from Heaven 
falls upon him, , Rev. 20.8, &c, 
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CHAP. XXX. 


FFI HE-Devils Thirtieth and laſt Plot, 

” ; * (conſiſting 'of many parts,.) call'd 
T - - Ultimus Diabols Crepitus ) 18 Anti- 

' ehriſtianiſm,or Popery.inthe Weſt erngdAntichriſt, 
whach is the worlt of all , inaſmnch'as, [Cor- 
ruptio optimi eſt peſſima ,, The Golgen Church of 
Rome-Chriſtian is Wegenerated not onely 1nto 
Braſs and Iron, but into Clay ; yea, into the 
Dung and Dirt of: Reme- Antichriſtian , as 1 
have largely Eemoaſtrated (1) in my Chri/t:- 
 auWalk, p.9. (2) in my Hearts 1reachery, 
pag.85. (3) lnmy Autiavre 4gainſe Popery all 
| | ong ; 


O 
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 ong : and (4) in my Diſcovery of Antichriſt, 
a three to all which Four Books I ſhall. 
Referr the Reader, and-therefore I ſhall ſay 
the leſs of this-Subject (which indeed would: 
make up a Diſtintt Volum of. it: ſelf ) in this 
place. As the Twrk is that great Sea-Monſter 


Leviathan,ſo the Pope is that great Land-Mon- 


ſter.* Behemoth, Hebr. Femin-plural , that-is, 
Beaſts, for his prodigious Hugeneſs , as if he” 
were made upof many Beaſts,and ſo he is call'd 

the Great Beaſ} in the Reyelation , that hath 
many Beafts in the Belly of it-; And indeed” 
this Myſtery of Iniquiry (fo called, 2 Thef. 2. 
7. 11.) hath many Myſterious Plots in it; and 
is the Plot of. Plots : As the Turkiſh Empire, 
(Quantum, quantum eſt , as Luther phraſerh'it) 


however Vaſt, yet is:it but a poor Cruſt which: '«# 


God (the Maſter of the: Family) caſrethto'his' 
Dog, whom he lo9ſerh oft and binds up at? his' 
pleaſure, as before : Sg,” the whole Popedome- 
is but a forry Commiſſion which the ſame God” 


. givesuntoa Company or: Legion of. Unclean” 


Devils to enter. into an Herd «fi: Hogs , Ori SWi- 
niſh Men : As the Elephant (or Behemth) 48 
the chief cf the ways of Ged, Job 4o. 15, 19: ti 
Maſter-piece among all the” Beaſts : ſo this 


-myltical Behemnarh (the Pope ): is the chief of the 


ways of the Devil; the'very Maſter-piece of all 
Satans Works and Wiles :- Now though hehath 
the Strength, Cunning, an® the long-Life of . 
the literal Elephant, yet he carinot carry it 9- 

| EW gajuit 
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gainlt Chri/tin his Antichriſtianiſm,for He that 
made bim, can make his Sword ro: Approach unto 
him, Job 4v, 19. though no Man dare -Under- 
take him, 6r can'Match him, yet the Great God 
(who made him as the Devil hath marr?d him) 
both dare and can: As God hath given an Horn 
to the Rhinoceros, and Poyſon- th the: Dragon, 
(bothwhicharethe Elephants mortal.enenties) 

” that ſome Beaſts mayhave the better of him, 

" who: Maſters them albby his monſtrous migh+ 
ty:Limbs and ſtrong Trunck, (able to over- 
turn"Trees) thong God hath: not- given, him 
either Horns on his Head, or Claws on his Fees 
tb-do miſchief withal.So.though this Behemorh, 
| k $97 OE? Bia/r, hath Seven Heads (to 
.- Hlotwith)and Ten Horns (to puſhwith)givan, 

& him;'-yea; andClawy-Scratching Hoofs alſo; 
- Yet Chriſt hath his:Chriſtian Hammer-Men, to 
Gu off: and to ceſt: down thoſe Antichriſtian+ 
Herts; Zech. 1:20, 21g and ſeeing thote Ham- 
mering Carpenters are:AMen, (yea; and Spirited 
with-the wiſdom and power of God) they mult, 
be more Wiſethan all-tbe Seven Heads , and 
morei$:rozg than allthe Ten H»r#s of bim who 
-1Wyt a Beaſt that bears them :: The Blow of 

an Hammer hath more force than:;the puſh of an 
Horn, * And were but Gods: I{racl puſhed 
nearer to the God of | Iſtael by thoſe\ Harris , no 
Doubt but Gotti would. Command. his Carpen- 
zers tO Cut off and: tuft: away thoſe Horns that 
do zow Hit and-Hurt his peaple'as he wo 

one 


done inall Ages ever ſince the Beaſe got-his 
Horns, which Appeareth by the Sequel,. God 
knows how to Delrver hs, 2 Pet. 2. 9. not want- 
ing either Ways-or Meansto Help them at a 
Dead lift.at any time, and therein will g0.4 
way by himſelf ſometime; As when he ſets the 
Enemy togethef by the Ears among themſelves, 
while that the Church with all eſcaped , Pal. 
141.10. Thus God made Nebachadnezzar 
(who was himſelf the Churches Enemy )to fall 
foul upon all her other many and Mighty Ad=g 
yverſaries,and ſo God by him as by his Mall, or 
Hammer, broke: the Keſt of thoſe Horrible 
Horns 1n pieces at that time; Accordingly in 
- this Day God makes Uſe of the Great Turk, 
(as before) to Mall the Pope: if {jo many Bat- 
tels of his Holy War,) ſo now to be as a Bridle 
to hold hizz (and all his Popelings) in, from ar 
ny Uniyerſal proceeding agwunlt the: Prote- 
ſtants, whoare (by a marvellous providenice) 
the more ſecure from the Turk; inaſmuch as 
Popiſh Countreys lay betwixt him and chem, Or 
their Countreys (as Denmark, Sweedland, &C. ! 
Coaſting ſo much towards the; North, lay ou 
of his way,and (at preſent) no part of his aim: 
by an over-ruling Hand of God Rome is His 
Grand Eye-ſore, —_— ſhe think her {IF out 
of the Reach of Gods Rod, ſo Repenteth not, 
Revel. 9.20, 21, The Turk may Repent, (3f the 
Turkiſh-prophecy [That as ſoon as 4-1 Sut- 
4 hath taken the Red- Apple, (or the Ro 
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' ter City Rome,) they ſhall then -become Chr5- 
ſtians,7 may be believed; However the Word 
ſeems not to Seal themup under Impenitency, 

(as berethe Romanifts are) -being neither ſuch 

Notortics Hypoerites, nor {uch "Bloody Perſecu- 

tors : 1. not, ſuch Hyprerites, for they are open 

Enemies, as the Papifts are Cloſe and Covert, 

(as Gop and Magop ſignifies.) We Read not in 

Scripture of the Converſion of ' any Hypocrite, 

and no Wonder, inaſmuch as after Sin, Con- 

%erſaon is left asa Means to Cure all other Sins, 
but no means can Cure and recoyer him who 

Converteth Conrverſyn it ſelf into Sin, as the 

Romiſh Hypocrites do © 2. nor ſuch Perſecutors. 

The 7wrkiſh Hiſtory tells indeed of their Sa+ - 

vagenefs, yet tis in the way of War, and not 

upon the Account of Religion ; they have no 

Bloody Inquiſition to Compel Mer into Con- 
formity., but they ſay, Whether Men ſerve 
Chriſt or Mahomet, ſo they tead good Lives, 

they may be Saved. Hence it is, our Martyro- 
logiſt (that Writes of all the Churches Perſe- 
cutors) names the Perſian,the Julian,the Arrian, 
&c. but not a Word of the Turk or Mazhometa# 
Perſecution, ſo that this Romiſh-Beaſt (above all 
Name, Dan. 7.7. as above all Natxres, even 
of the moſt Savage of Beaſts) hath out-done 
all in Blood, yet lies ſhe in Impenitency, not 
laying to Heart, that her Neighbours Honſe 
(he Eaſtern Church) was Fired: by the Turks, 
though leſs Guiley, * Oh Rome, thou Weſtern 


Church, 
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Church, look tothy ſelf,” that art- more Guilty, * 
Chriſt = foon ſay, Looſe the Four Angels,aud 

Kill the 3d; part of Men-3 or he may put it in- 
tothe Heart of the firſt (that roſFJof the Tem 
Horns to make Roaſt meat of thee, * Now the 
Pope was not. Born a Beaſt, but was at firſt a good 
Biſhop, and above Thirty of them Succeſlively 
Shone as Stars, and fuffer*d Martyrdom for 
Chriſt, untiMConſrantine came to give a Calm 
and Halcyon Days tothe Church, which in- 
deed (through Satans Temptation drawing out 
Mens Corruption) proved Puyſon to her, * ?Tis 
a Thouſand pitties ſuch fair Weather ſhould 
bring forth any ſuch foxl Fruirs : Then began 
the Roman-Star' to Dwindle, and Degenerate 
into'a Meteor or Blazing-Comet, and gradu- 
ally lifting himſelf (like proud Lucifer) up a- 
bove his Brethren, (his Fellow-Miniſters ). he 
gradually falls from Heaven, he beganto- fall 
under the 3d. Trumpet, Rev: $. 10. as ſome 
ſenſe it, but under the 5eb. [Te7Jox5)a] be was 
faln effeCtually : This Srar was falling. by De- 
grees from Confrantine in the 3d. Century, un- 
til Phocas in the 6th. Sylveſter was the firit that 
did Degeneratein the 3d. Century, burdening 
the Church with Fcwrſh and Heatheniſh Ceres» 
monies, but *twas Phocas that ſet up Boniface 
in the Ghair of Peſtilenck in the 6th. then was 
the Sear fain from Primitive Integrity, into the 
Deepeſt Gulph of all /mprery, Revel. 9. 1. and 
this Srar was well called Wormmoed, Ch.8. n 1. 
s . _= 
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+ becauſe he. (himſcif J-was in the;G 4llof Bitteys 
neſs, and became as bitter as'ormmood to the 
Church,far more bitter than Arriss, (the Star 
of that Tcampet fore-mentioned;) who was 
but Amtichrif, fore-runnet , of whoſe: bitter 

* Potions the Church hath been long Drinking, 
ftill is ſo, and nor yet come to the Dregs there- 

; of : Here began the Devils general Game af- 
ter the Declining Age, (whereinthe Thirty- 
Three Biſhops of Rome (Sylvefters Succeſlors) 
can ſcarce paſs for Tolerable, much leſs Laud- 
able,) When the Star (which was. Wormmword 
Keſ £Zogv by way of Eminency) did fall to the 
Earth and ſetup the Earthly Kingdom of the 
Apocalyptick Beaff : When the firſt of the U+ 
ſutrping N:mrods-(to wit, Boxrriface the'3d:) be- 
gan With his [Yolumns & Tubermns] We Will and 
Command, inſtead-of the Holy Apoltles Stile, 
[We Beſeech you Brethren) *:{i) Mark, all 
along 1. the Churches Malady by.\Satan; 2. the 
Churches Remedy by' Chriſt : and: (2):dark, al- 
1o, How the Propbecy. in the Revelation ſhows 
the Progreſs of the Church all along to.the 24. 
Commeung of Chriſt : (3) ark, likewiſe how 
the Pillar of Divine Providence hath: both Se- 
cured and ſafely 'Condutted the Sealed Ones 
(his Church) to this preſent Day, and will do 
{ſo to the exdof the World ; and allthis, ſweet- 

ly and exactly Concurring: all along with 

e Revelation-Propheey. , As this Book will 
ſhewat the End , .in-Chaptet-the- laſt, "> 
ld . 1/t; 
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1ſt. f. Malyy of the of the Church at chat time, Y, 606: 


piefiged by a prodi tous Comet as well as by 
ahomets t {ot publiſhing his Alcharon) was, 


when the. K ey of the Bortomleſs-Pir was-given to 
this faln Sow, (ſterd 1 in by that Blazing-Star 
aforeſaid.) to wit, Boniface, and his Sncceſſors, 
who pretend is a power of Darming or Deli- 
ering whom th ei; : Here the Pope is made 
the hel of the Bortomleſs-pit, Revel: 9; 1; 11. 
or the Devils Lieutenant-General ; call'd 4- 
baddon, or A bad one, as the Devil (his Lord- 
General) isa bad Angel: Heretipon the: Pope 
caſts away the Xey, that Chriſt gave to his Ho- 
Iy Predeceſſors, (of binding Znd loofing accord= 
ing to the. Tink and' takes up the Devils V- 
ed Key with his Tripple Crown,and there- 
with ope ns Hell, (which the Do&trine of the 
_— and Ape] ;/tles had hitherto ſat) then 
ſe the Smoak, of thoſe Do@rines of Devils, 
and {6 that Black and Diabolical Divinity 
Preach'd and practic'd in the Chureti of Rox 
ever ſince, which ſo Darkened (the Sun and” 
the Ay#) the Doftrine of Chriſt, of the Churthy 
arid of the Seripture; and then came ut of that 
Soak. thoſe Devouring Locuſts,the Ionks and 
Fryers, the Prieſts and Feſurts, &c. call'd fo; 
both for their Numeroſity, (the laſt of which 
alone hath ſometimes maintained Two Hun-, 
dred Thouſand Schollars; Oh what Swarms of 
thoſe Locuſts are there then in all ?') and for 
their PR thoſe Popiſh Fleſh-Flyes -_ 
Ff peſrer 
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pefter many [Princes Houſes which, do receive, 


. . 


them , "that not onely the Dake of Perariah 
Court (notwithſtanding his vaſt revenue).but 


% 


' many other Prixces and places ate kept poor by: 
them, that lye Lurking (as Seorg:ons} 1n their; 
Cells and Obfcure Reſidences , Revel. 9,2, 3 
and which is worſt of all, Stinging Incureably 
the Souls of Men, &c. Yet 244. Chriſt hath his 
Antidote and Remedy againſt this Denilifh Ma-. 
lady ; for-though God permitted this bad H1-. 
celor Apollyon to punitk thofe chart Obey'd nor 
the Truth, Rom. 1, 24, 26, | 2 Thefſ. 2. 10, 11., 
Inſomuch-that this Key of the Bottomleſs-pit vas, 
fo notably Improved by allthe V/urping Nim-i 
rods, Luxurious Sodomites, and efgyptian Ma-: 
gictans, (unto Hildebrand'or es of. Hell-i 
the 10tþ,Century ) as that in! is Popedore,, 
Letters: were- fer forth; as fent from. Hell; 
wherein the Devil and bis Augels gave\the 
Popith- Clergy many Thanks for ſending then; 
fo many Souls, asthey never had ſeat them. 4n; 
any Age before.. Though the :Devil ang -his, 
Loecufts play*d-Flufh in this: General Gamez, yet- 
the Lord limits them both in.their Tak, ang: 
in their 7i-e, and in their Torments.' (3) ly 
their Tak,, Thoſe Locufts or Scorpions. muſt; 
not Sting whom They will , but: whom Chysf: 
will ; none of his Sealed ones muſt be Stung, by 
them, *T'was commanded them not to hurt the. 
Graſs of the Earth, nor any Green thing, Ch. 9.4, ; 
Whatever Charge Satax gave thoſ . Locuſt s, ; 
| : Sure 
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Sure I atn this was Chriſts Charge in the behalf 
of His Redeemed:;, not unlike unto Davids 
Charge to his Captains, [Deal kindly with the 
Young-man Abſolom.] So, and much more 
than ſo Sollicitons 18 Chriſt (the Son of David) 
for the Safety of all his Sons and Servants, 
none of thoſe whoſe Names were Written in 
the Lambs Book of Life were ſtung, no, not 
thoſe young Chriſtians who were as Tender as 
Graf, nor any Green Plant _ never 10 
weak : Chriſt Secured - his Church ,- and the. 
Kernel of Chriſtianity, maugre the Malice of 
that Marx of Sin, 2. In their Time, Thoſe 
Locuſts ruſt not laſt ſo long as they liſt, but as 
the Lord /;ſrech,who hath limited them to Frve 
Months, ». 5. which is juſtly the Life time of 
the Natural Locuſts, that are Bred in April, 
and De in September, and though thoſe be 
Craftier (in havinga King over them, ver.11.) 
than chey, Prov. 30.29, ſo might better ſecure 
themſelves over Winter, yet F:zve Months mult 
be their Term, which they cannot exceed - 
The Queſtion is, How long # that ? (1.) Anſw. 
Suppole a Definic and Certain time be ſet down 
for att Indefinire and Uncertain Here, however 
it holds out this Comfort, 1: that-it ſhall not 
be for Ever, 2. it ſhall be only for a ſhort 
Time, as this phraſe (Five Months) plainly 
Imports. (2.) Anſw. Tis True, Antichriſts 
Leaſe is much longer than Five Months , even 
Forty-T wo Months, Rev. 13. 5. and his bs «/t- 

Ff 2 ly 
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ly biting hath laſted much longer, yet this term 
may hold out the Five Ages of the Beaſts bt 
ting Life, x. Infancy, 2. Chilhood, 3, Youth, 
4. Middle-Age, 5. Old Decrepit,or dote-Age, 
and ſo, his laſt Bite is not yet over. 34. Anſw. 
by the five Months may be Underſtood the Five 
Hundred Y. wherein the Pope ftood in his prime 
pride and plenary power, that is , from the 6th. 
Century to the 11th. when God ſtirr*d up the 
Waldenſes, &c, to call the Pope Antichriſt ; 
(which is exactly 500 Y.) and Zellarnim (him- 
{elf ) confefſeth, That ever fince the Pope was 
ſo called, [Non Modo non Crevit ejus Imperium, 
fed Mages ac Magu Decrevit,) He hath loſt a 
great part, both of his Command and of his 
Commoaity more and more dayly,, De-pap.Rom. 
lib. 3. cap. 1. So long was he Trump and Tri- 
#xphant in the World, and why his Term 1s 
Reckon'd by Months, See my Diſcovery of An- 
t:chriſt, p:200. 4th, Anſw, Thoſe Five Months 
hold an Exact Correſpondency with the time 
of Noah*s-Deluge prevailing over the Earth, 
which was, 150 Days,' which make up» Five 
Months. Compleat , Gep. 7. 24. Now Noah's 
Deluge and this ( which the Dragon powr?d 
out of his- Mouth to Drown the Church , | Revel. 
12, 15.) do Symbolize together after- a moſt 
ſingular manner in ſundry particulars ; 1,AS 
that was a General Flood over All the Habita- 
ble World, ſo is this over All the Chriſtsan- 
| World. 2. ASthar began in April, and laſted 
to 
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to September, (inthe prevalency of it,) Gen. 7. 
11,24. and 8. 3,4. ſo thoſe Locuſts here do 
revail juſt the ſame Term of Tine, and then 
it ſhall be ſaid [The Waters are abated,] or A- 
bating : 3. As Noah and his Family ( the 
Church) onely, were Deliver*d from that De- 
Tage, ſo Gods Sealed Ones onely, are Saved 
from this Antichriſtian Deluge in the Ark, or 
Church, 3ly. They were limited in their Tor- 
ment which they put others to, their Commil- 
ſion reach*d not to Torment any to Death : | zo 
them it was given,] this is oft repeated in the 
Revelation ,, to ſhew., that Arrtichriſt and his 
Anxiliaries (though Bandying and Bending all 
their fraud and force for deſtroying Souls) are 
ſo Butted and Bounded by the great God, that 
they all can do no more than is given them from 
above : The Popifh Locuſts are ſo Confined in 
their Commiſſion, that as they muſt not Zure 
whom they will , ſave onely thoſe that are not. 
Sealed, as in the firſt Limitation, ſo they muſt 
not Hurt as much as they pleaſe , they have 
power onely to Hurt, but not to Kill, yer, 5. 10. 
This was af in the 1. Commiſtion , onely 
to Torture and Torment the Conſciences 
of Men by their Penances, Pilgrimages, Purga- 
tory, &c. And though larger power was given 
after, of Killing the Witneſſes, Ch. 11.7.and the 
Saints, Ch. 13.7. Yet while they Killed their 
Bodies, they could never Kill the Souls of any 


of Gods Sealed Ones, as they did of the Unſeal- 
ed, Ft 3 The 
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The Devils iſt. Defien, XC, 
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CHAP. XXXL. 


His Uſhers in the Devils firſt Deſign, 
the firſt part of this laſt Plot was a- 


gainſt the Waldenſes , in which God 

alſo diſappointed him,giving ſtill a New Reme- 
dy for this New Malady : No ſooner did the 
Lord ſtirr up his Faithfal Witneſſes Berengari- 
as, the Waldenſes, and the Alhingenſes, in the 
11th, Century, to givetheir Teſtimony againſt 
the Kingdom of the Beaſt, which had now 0- 
verſpread the whole Chriſtian World (like'a- 
nother Deluge)by the help of thoſe Swarms of 
Innumerable Locuſts: but then began the Devil 
(in his firſt Perſecution under Papacy) to Sup- 
poet by Force what he had hitherto Adyanced 
y Fraud ; Here the Beaſt began [| masoy, 
mumnou | to make his Bloody War againſt the 
Seed of the Church, Reyel. 12. 17. As the Red 
Dragon had done 1/e. againſt the Man-Child 
(Conſtantine) whom the Church brought forth 
after her Ten Sharp Throws in the Ten Pri- 
mitive Pex ſecutions, ver. 4. and 2ly. againſt ghe 
Woman or Church it felf, in his Flood of Ay= 
73aniſm, V. 5, 9, 13- Thendid the Dragon. give 
power to the Beaſt (that came out of the Bot- 
tomlets pit) to make War with the Saints , tO 
© RI > « = Overconie 
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overcome theinz and to Slay them”, Rev. 13. 2, 
"7, 15. The Occaſion of the Beaſts firlt War 
was this A Kaotof Jovial and Jolly Rich Ro- 
maniſes being at their mad Merriments and 
Paſtimes, one of them ſuddenly falls down 
Dead, at which fad Spettacle Perer Wald ( a 
Rich and Learned Citizen of Lions in France, 
and then a boon-Companion'with them) was 
much ſtartPd ;' This Providence God made an 
Ordinance for his Converſion ; He Returns 
Home , falls upon 7nſrra#ing his Family and 
Familiar-Friends, in the Doctrine and practice 
of Faith and Repentance ;, as alfo upon Inveigh- 
mg againſt the Ignorance , Superſtition, and 
Debauchery of -the Romiſh Religion , which 
Indulg*d ſuch Mad-Merry-Meetings as God 
from Heaven had Teſtify'd againſt. This 
Coal being Kindled , Kindleth many more 
Coals, which eagerly Hearkened to this 1/e. 
Angel, Rev. 14.6. who laid the firſt Foundati- 
on of Remes Ruine : from this Waldx: Spran 

thoſe Good Chriſtians , the R_—_ By 

Kindled with a Coal from Heayen by this Mans 
Ainiſtery : This was Matter enough to make 
the Devil ſtir, and to Kindle the Beaſs with 
a Coal from Hell, towit, Alexander the 34. 
(the ſame chat Bertray'd the Emperor into the 
Turks Hand, and that ſet his Foot upon the Em- 
perors Neck, &c. as before, ) This Pope firſt 
Curſes them with Belt, Book, and Candle, 2y, 
periecutes them with the Inqni{etion, Fire, and 
Ft 4 . Sword, 
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Sword, &c. yet neither this frſt-Game will Sa” 
tan Win, as the Sequel ſhows ;: >for (1): 84»” 
guis Martyrum eſs Semen Eceleſie , The more 
They were Moleſted, the more they Multiply- 
ed, Inſomuch that G. Adorrel in his Memorials 
. faith, there were above Eight Huvdred Thouſand 
who made profeſſion of: the Waldenſian Faith, 
in the Y. 1260, or 12th. Century , notwith- 
ſtanding all the Bloody Cruelty of the Beafe 
againſt them. (2ly.) Their Scattering by per- 
{ecution did Spread the Goſpel almoit into all 
Lands, as France, Picardy, Lower and Upper, ' 
Germany, Bohemia, Savoy and Lombardy, yea, 
into England, Poland, Italy, Spaini, Flanders, 
and many more, in all which the Zzgbt of: 
Truth hath ever ſince Shone- (more or leſs) to 
the Diſperſing of that thick Fogg of Antichre: 
ftian Darkneſs. (3) Though the Waldenſes 
(when they were forced to take. up Arms-in 
their Juſt and Neceſſary Defence, both as der 
and as Chriſtians) did then: Confeſs to the 
|  Seaſts Champions, [We know ye muſt ovyer- 
come us, for God hath ſaid, T he Beaſt ſball 
ake War againſt the Saints,and overcome them, ] 
Rev. 13.7, Yet bythe Help of Earl Reymund, 
and Peter K. of Arragon, Chriſt (the Captain 
of their Salvation ) gave them many Signal 
Victories, over the Popelings which came a- 
ors thoſe Chriſtiass with their Croyſadves or 
roſſes, (the ſame they carry?d- to their Holy 
War) as if they had been as bad as Twrhke. @-) 
| 0 
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God did maryellouſly ſend them Saviowys in 
their ſaddeſttimes, as (1.) Lews the 11th. of 
France, who (upon a Juſt Information of-the 
Waldenſes Innocency , and of their Enemies 
Malicious Slanders) ſtop?d all proceedings of 
perſecution by his Royal Decree. (2) King 
Francis was call'd off from perſecuting them, 
juſt as Saul was from purſuiug' David by a 
Meſſenger that told him, [The Phitiſtims have 
Invaded the Land, 1 Sam. 22.27. even when 
he had got David (as it were) ina Pound, and 
had no way to Eſcape him, v. 26. jult ſoa War 
aroſe *twixt the Prince of P:edment and this 
K. Francs the 1/t, which gave to him a Di- 
verſion from his perſecuting Work, and to the 
r perſecuted Waldenſes a ſweet Relaxation 
rom Hot perlecution, as hi dearth did much 
more-when another perſecution was defioned, 
(3) K. Lews the 12th, whoſe Chancelour {to- 
gether with the Popes own Commiſſioner ) ex- 
amining the Witneſſes againſt the Waldenſes, 
and finding them Innocent of the Matters they 
were. Charged with , they were Immediately 
Diſcharged, the Kings Commiſſioner publickly 
profeſſing , that he ' wiſt®d himſelf as Good 
a Chriſtian as the worſt of them ;, yea, the King 
( himſelf) Swore an Oath, that they were Ho- 
xeſter than himſelf, and any of his Carholique- 
Subjetts : Upon this he ſtay*d the perſecution. 
( 51y. ) The laſt Divine Teſtimony for thoſe 
Chriſtians, was Gods Black, Brand he ſet moſt 
| Signally 
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Signally upon their per/cecurors; As (1) 0n that 
Arch-Biſhop ,, ( who was the Devils and the 
Pope's Arch-Engine in perſecuting Waldw, for 
Tranſlating the Bible into the French-Torngre, 
and for Converting ſo many precious Souls 
* from the Cacolique (rather than Catholique ) 
Church of Rome. )God left not his Cruelty long 
Unreckon'd for and Unrevenged, for the froak. 
of Diving uſtice ſhortly after put a period t© 
his Life an to his Perſecution both together \; 
(2) Another of the Devils Tools,one Martin, 
who would have been a Mar-Prieſt indeed, 
boaſting how he would Slit the Noſe ofa God» 
ly Miniſter, but ſoon after a Wolf met him,ſet 
on him, and bit off ks Noſe , upon which he 
ran Mad and Dyed miſerably : A (3) Bloody 
Villain againſt thoſe Chri/t5ans, was one Mini- 
ers, whom his S# found out, having it Legibly 
Writ upon his Puniſhment, for he was ſmitten 
with exceſſive Bleeding at his Fundament , as 
if God made him caſt out chere all the Blood 
of the Saints (which he had Drunk,) together 
with his own Blood, and then was he Struck 
with an exceſſive Inyyard burning jn_ his Bow- 
els, (as if he had been in Hell before-hand) and 
with an extream Intolerable S$rink; of his lower 
parts, with all which he ended (in many Blaſ- 
Phemies ) his miſerable Lite : And with no leſs 
lack a Brand did. God Stigmatize the Devils 


- 


( 4) Tool John de Roma, a Monk, a Roman Jack. 
indeed, that filld it ſelf top full of Seintteblend, 
ET J)ULTC 
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Þut God ſmote him with Intolerable Tor- 
ment all-oyer kjs Body, (without the leaſt Re- 
ſpit) and with ſuch an inſafferable{ſtink of his 
Loufie and Ulcerous Carcaſs, that his neereſt 
Relations were not able to come neer him, and 
ragingly crying out, Oh ! this is for my Cruelty 
to Chriſtians, {0 Dies Arenrſed. (5.) Earl-Si- 
mon, the Pope's prime Champion, was brain'd 
with a Stone thrown at him by a Womar out of 
an Engine at.the Siege of Tholouſe, as Abime- 
lech was at Shechem, Jud.9.33. (who had ſlain 
his Seventy Brethren upon a Stone, and now 
*tis juſt that a Srone ſhould (lay him) thus alſo 
this Earl-Simon (more hard-Hearted in his 
Barbarious Butcheries of thoſe Ancient Prp= 
teft ants, than any Stone, and having been the 
Deflowrer and Murtherer of many Women) 
hath his Head Shot off from his Shoulders by 
a Stone,and that out of the Hands of a Woman. 
Thus God by his moſt powerful Providence 
Plagued the Churches Enemies, and Preſerved 
his Church as a Diamond in a Dwunghil, and as 
pure Wheat in the midſt of much Dirty 
Chaff, to wit, of Romiſh Corryprions. 


: "246 inthe waldenſes,defeared by Goa, C. 3% 
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T*: Devils 24. particular Deſign (be- 


| ing the 24. part of the 3orh. Plot) 
g- was againſt the LZollards, the Follow- 
ersof Wickglffs Dottrine, Now the Devil be- 
ing Diſappointed of his 1/#. Game, (ſtill the 
- _ more he Sezrs, the more he Stinks, and Sticks 
Faft too, for hereby he had much Enlarged the 
Tents of the Church) Ventures upon a 24. 
Game againſt WickliF,, ( as he had againſt Wal- 
aus.) The Suppoſed 24. Angel, Rev. 14.8. a 
moſt eminent Exgl;ſh Divine, and DoCtor of 
Divinity in Oxford, who with a moſt Acute 
Wit, and a Gracious Spirit, Wrote many Vo- 
lums againſt the lying DoCtrines of the Romiſb 
Church in the 13th. Century, whereby the 
Church of Chriſt (though much Enlarged , yet 
much Subjected and kept under, and in obſcu- 
rity by the Univerſal Perſecution of the Wal- 

' genſes.,) was much Revived, not only an this 
| Land, but alſo beyond-Sea, Fohn Hus and Je- 
rome of Prague ſtanding up in the 14th, Centu- 

- 'Iy to Defend the DoCtrine of Wickelif,, ({o 
much Decried by the Romiſh Rabble.) This 
was Occaſion enough to Rowze the Roaring 
Lyon ot Dragon,the Devil, whoſe _—_ 

26” 
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of Darkneſ was not able to bear any ſuchShi- 
ning L:yh —_ his Deeds are Evil ,' Joh: 
3.19. Herevpon he ſtirs up his Eldeſt Son the 
Pope, who Hires Thomas Waldenſis to Write 
agaiuſt Wickiiffand the Popiſh-Prelates in Eng- 
land to perſecute Him, and to Baniſh him into 
Bohemiah , where John Hus and Ferome- of 
Prague had the Happinef (as well as Hap) to 
Read His Writings againſt Popery, and {6 be- 

' came ( both) great Zelots for Refo; mation : 
Upon this, the Romiſh Fry of Fryaxs, &c. (like 
a Neſt of Hornets with their Venemous ſtings, 
flye at them , and Burn them, and Withliffs 
Books (becauſe his Body was out of their reach) 
with them : Yet that Fiery Pope Martin the 5th. 
had not the Flames of his out-ragious Fol 

quenched by.all this, but Wicks Bowes ru 

be Digg*d out of his Grave, (aſter he had lain 
in it One and Forty Y.) and muſt be:Burned 
(as if boy had been Hereticks) by this Popes 
Decree. * Oh the Sublime Folly of this Ro- 
miſh Rage, thus to Diſquiet the Body of him 

whoſe Soxl was at Reſt with God, and to Nick- 

Name his many Learned Diſciples (heleft be- 
hind him) Lollards, as if they-had been (no 
better than) Tares, Cockle or Darnel, (as the 
Word. fignifies) and themſelves (then moſt 
lewdly.Wicked) as pure and clean Whear, 
Cujus Contrarium Verum. Notwithſtanding all - 
this, God ſtill gets this Game from the De- 
vil likewiſe ; *tis marvelous how the Zerd did 


put 
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put a Spoke into the Popes Wheel when ' it 
was in its faireſt and faſteſt paitage and pro- 
greſs, 4s appeareth in divers Divine Teſtimo- 
25er:: The (1) was, Though Wickk# had moſt 
Potent Foes, as Prelgtes, Pope, and" Devil z yer 
had' he more Porent Friends, as the Duke of 
Ianeaſfter, K. Edward the 3d. (who alwayes 
protected hit) yea; and God himſeif;by whoſe 

Providence he was not only preſerved 
rom-bloody perſecutors, but alſo Recalled 
from. his Exile, -and Reſtored to his Place, 
where (after his doing much Good) he Dyed 
tall of Days, and iz his Neſt, (as Job ſaith)and 
not by the Hands of the Sons of Violence. The 
(24.) was, when Pope Gregory the 11th. ſent 
bis Roaring Bull to Oxford, wherein he Com- 
ded them to Root out Wicks Tares, 
(as 'he-calPd them,) but the Maſters and-Pro- 
tors haying a long Debate whether this Bul 
ſhonld de Received or Rejetted, at laſt (*tis ſaid) 
that: the whole Univerſity gave a Teſtimony 
(in Favour of him) under theit Seal in the 
Congregation-Houle, they not onely Reject- 
ing th5s, but many. other Bulls from Rome. This 
yay Hurane Teſtimony held out'a Divine one 
ir ſuch a Day whereiri Xome was' in her Regen- 
ty-;: The (3) was, when the Popiſh Prelate of 
Canterbury, held a Convocation at Lokden, for 
Cond - a Ar Dottrine as 'Aereti- 
cal; and belnge# cometogethet for that = 
 poſb, jult as they were falling upon al e- 
S749 | ate, 
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bate, God ſent ſuch a Dreadful Exrth-quake, 
as they (Aﬀeighted with it) Deſiſted from that 
Wicked Efterprizeand Departed. The-(4) 
wds, As God. had kept Alive the Caleſtial 
Live Coat of the True Religion from being 
quenched in England ever fince the. firſt Plans 
tation of the Goſpel Here, by his — 
Worthy Inſtruments in the: worf# of Times a 
albnguntil Wick6f, (as I ſhow.in my D5ſcoved 
ry-of Amechriſt, Ch. 16.) tor the Vindication 
of the Truth: ; ſo this Zive-Coal was blowit 
vp:into.a:;bright: Flame (which did but Smack 
before): by this bold Preacher of ithe Everlaſt 
ing Goſpel, (ſee: my Diſcovery of Antichriſt; 
82. 83./ \mort: of, this; .Y and that Goſpel 
(this 2d. Angel pteached) hath indeed been &y 
verlaſting hatherts; for though/Poge and Devil 
(with all rhti Princes, Prelars, arid peopleYhavet 
Conjoynedthear furious Blaffs, yerconld 
never be able to Blow. out the Light , for::the 
Lord hath ever held :his own Hard: betwixt in 
and them «© that: Blefled Dottrinedidtake ſucks 
_ Ditep Rox in the Hearts of the Ele «hen, ant 
doth. ſo now , that-as 42n and. Devils: never. 
could, 10 they never ſhall ſappreſsit in England. 
The (5) was; by Wiceklsf*s means the Pope loft 
his. long Uſirped Power of Impoſing what #5 
s he pleas?d upon England, bis great Gain 
of Perer=Pence; and of Techs out of every Spi-' 
ritual Promotion, our K. Edvard the 3d. was: 
td Wiſe.to 2dout of any ſuck! intruſion and 
ib Encroachments. 
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Encroachments. The (6) was ; As Wickisf *s 
Miniſtry was ſo exceeding Succeſsful in ch 
Lad, bringing ſo many to the Obtdience' of 
the Truth , that ſome thought #har Day to'be 
the. firſt Reſurrettion ;, 10 it was a means bf Re- 
formation 5 other Lands, for our" Rich, the 24, 
then Marrying Anz of Bohemia;/as this Queen 
Taught our Women Modeſty, in Riding ion 
Side-Saddles ; ſo-in Exchange, they Taught 
Bohemia Religion out of Wicks Works, for 
there John Hus and ' Ferom of Prague Lighted 
their Candles at our Torch, The (7th. was, 
Though the Devi/ and all his Black\Bands did 
their Utmoſt to blow out this: Candle , (thus 
Lighted ) and toRun-down'thefollowersof it, 

et God ſent them Valiant John Ziſca to com- 
them; -by Working mighty. Deliverances 
for:them.: and when after Ziſca's Death,Pope 

Martin the:5th. ſent a great Army to ſuppreſs 
them, then'did God ſtrike this Popiſh- Army 
with ſuch apaiick Fear .at :the Approach of 
thoſepoor Orphans, (as they ſtiled:themfel ves 
at Zi/ca*s Death) that they Al'fled from: the 
Sicge.of Xfea, (before they-faw. the Faces of 
thoſe Godly Orphans leaving all their Engines 
of War, and a great Booty behind them: and 
when the Emperor Sigsſ-und, (the Popes Crea- 
ture) to Retrievethe Popes credit;(loſt by the 
ſhameful fight'of his Army) Raifesa vaſt 'Ar- 

my of 4cooo Horſe(beſides Foot) againſt them: 

Then was that Word made good; {nz thee rhe 


'E atherleſi 
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Fatherleſ* findeth Mercy, Hol. 14. 3. and that 
Word, [7 will not, leave you 'O qp«ves, Orphans, 
Fathetleſs, or Comfortleſs, Job. 14. 18, for Go 
-or 0 from Heaven for- thoſe poor Orphans, 
ſtriking the prodigious Hoſt of their Enemies 
with a moſt prodigiobs Fright that they a run 
away (at the very Report of the dap ab | 
SPECReD WIehoge ſtzying to ſtrike one ftroak,; 
and being ſpeedily purſued, became a very ' 
great prey to the purſuers. Theſe Two Szg- 
nal Teſtimonies from Heaven ,_did. fo Aftonſlh 
the Pope and Emperor, that they afterwards fall 
upon ways of Fraud (when the way of Force 
failed) to ſuppreſs them ; and though by that ' 
Method and \\ kn they were much #*# dowy, 
yet God Raiſed them up again, by Raiſin? up 
Undaunted Luther, (the 3d. Angel, Rev. 14:5.) 
that Thunderbolt againſt the Pope, who light-' 
ed his Candle at Joh: Hys's Book, (ſefit tohint 
by ſorhe Bohemians , when he was. in ſome 
ſtrait,) This Can#le gave bghero I Germany: 
* Mark heie what an Honour hath God 'pnt 
upon this ow Land in this Bleſſed Pedigree 
f Reformation , wherein Gina may be 
Reckbn*d for the Son, Bohemia for, the Farher; 
but” England for the Grand-Father”; Inaſ- 
much as Luther receiy*d light from John Haus, 
and He from our Wicklif : * May not this Ens 
courage us ? that "tis a Lamdonr God careth for, * 
Cm 11, 14, and _ He will yet have ſome 
Opgurable Reſpe& tor us ; haying more Hos 
= , Gsg noue 
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nour from his People-bere , than in any other 
Land; and notwithſtanding our Uaworchiger S 
may we not Hope, God. will look more/at his 
own Cauſe atid Glory, than'at our Folly and 145+ 
quity, otherwiſe the ſame ſad Calanuties may 
overtake us the Grand-Father, (that bhaye over. 
taken both the Sox and the Grand-Son)and that 
by the Fag-end of this 34. Plr,or Game, which 

\ . the Devi/and the Pope began to lay and play as 
ſoon as this 3d. Angel ( Luther, a Boanerges or 
Son of Thundtr ) Sounding with ſo loud a Voice, 
had Awaken*d them, Rev. 14.8, 9. God gave 
hima mighty Heroick Spirit (every way, AC- 
complied with Grace, Learning, and Cou- 
rage for a Goſpel-Champion) to Preach Dam 

| agpon, {20h (0 much to thoſe. that receive the 
Name Or ./ umber of the Beaſt, (for 200 of them; 
may follow fnichriſt, as 'rhey did Abſolog, 
bb 3x the. Gor /wo of thezr. Hearts , knowing, 
* _ nothing of hzs Freaſon. 2, S2M. 15. 11- but to; 
alt thoſe that Retcive his. ark, pronouncing, 
the Word [. Damn ] with. ſuch an Emphaſis, 
(as our Mr. Perkins did) that it left a Doleful 


Eccho.in hjs. Auditors Ears along time after, , 
infomnch that like another Sx 2. he pu 7y 


down ſome of the Pillars of Ba yon, and made. 
Babels Whore (with all her Bald-pate Panders,.. |. 
even Rear for yery anguiſh) gnaſh their, Teerh, . 


and gray their Tongues fox Iatollerable, Pain, 


£ 
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He Devils 34. particular Defis 7H ; (be- 
ing the 34. part of the laſt Plot) was 
2: o againſt the Proteſtants, in, and after 
Licker,” This Book having already ſwelPd in- 
to a greater Bulk then at firſt 1 ntended,, ( al- 
moſt -aboye a, portable Pocket-Book 1 muſt 
Referr my Readerto the Morient (or DyingY 
Period of- FAnrichriſt, in my Diſcovery of Anti- 
chriſt; pag. $1. to' pig; 110: and" Confine"my* 
elf 'by Conltrairit) to point out onely themmoſt” 
Eminent remarks of Divine Providence which! 
| tath Preſery'd the Chiych in thoſe' Two'laſb 
| Centuries, to wit, the Fifteen and the Sixteen 
Hundred \ Y. of Chr;/#, becauſe itwould require 
# Diftin&Voluihy' to Speak Diftinaly' of evty 
paſſageand Providence therein. © -* 
| The 4 1ſt. ) Remark,, was, The Harweſt of 
| | the Ear yea, | aid of Heaven too,” was | fully 
Ripe, "when God Raigdup Luther td put inhis. 
| he 'Sicle {1:) that of Eerth, the Kingdom of 
h&Beaſt was fo Debaich'd in that tay", a3 if 
Eats deenrargt into Hell; ififoiinchi aS _ 
'Chancer (thatlearned Poet i in the 14th, 
9 doth potably Scourg# the Rimſh- 
T £ 2 Ehurch 
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Chuch for CEE ſo notoriouſly both in 
Dotrine and Diſcipline , both in Paith and 
Manners : (2,) That of Heaverr ; the Kin aw 
of Chriſt had then x whole Harveſt of 

( Choſen of God) to be effeCtually called, a oj 
wiſe ſuch a poor Fryar (as Luther was) could 
never have gone through ſo great a Work a- 
painſt ſo Grear and general Oppoſirion with ſuch 
Great Succeſs. 

The (24.) Famous Remark... was, that _Lu- 
ther ſhould be ſent to Rome , as Meſſenger of 
his Covent, for Deciding ſome; Controverſies 
therein ,/(about the Monks Priviledges) before 
the Pope, inthe Y. 1510. wh:re: beholding the 
Baſe and Abourinable Manners:of the Roman 
Clergy, of the: Pope, and of his Pallzce, he Rex. 
turned from Rome with Utmoſt Deteſtation 
borkeef s ﬆt5 and of 5 its Relcgion,.crying out often, 

ay with it, Awa as £2 y and laying to his; 
F ro He x not have been without | that 
Journey'to Rome for a. 100% Florens?s: ., Thus 
God by-this: Providence Unhing'd him of- his. 
Romiſh Religion , and prepar?d him thereby. tor 
2 Great R mari on. 

The (34. }) Remark, was., Pope Leo the 10h. 
| through his-Luxury wanted Mogey to beſtow 
a Dowry on his Siſter ( daten,). and fo did 
his Cardinal, to pay for is New-Pall, 
thoſe Summs oF be raiſed by res Pall ork 
into Germany : Teceline (a DominicaneF ener) 


brings ther to be ſold, » His G 


. "Was 


{ 
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was ſo large from the Pope, that if a Man had 
Defloured the Blefſed Virgin , he coyld Pardon 
the Sin for Money; yea, he could Pardon all 
Sins to come, as well as any that were paſt ; In- 
deed much what alike. Luther's Godly Zeal 
takes Fire at thoſe Popiſh-Cheats , Inveighs a- 
gainſt the Popes Pardons that his Huckſter had 
brought, He crys down (after) the Popes Su- 
premacy, and all his Pop:ſh T raſh, fo Works (in 
God) a Wonderful Reformation. 

The (4th.) Eminent Remark, was, that God 
ſhould provide'ſuch a Prozettor { as Frederich,, 
the Duke of Saxony) to preſerve poor perſe- 
cuted- Luther out of the Hands of Pope Leo 
| the 10th. and of the Emperor Charles the 5th. 
| (whomthe Pope provok'd againſt him) ſome- 
| times in his Parmos, ( as hecalPd |Warrenbhrg-- 
; | Caftle) and ſometimes Diſputing with Cardi- 
; | nal Cazeran,and with thoſe Devils in the Court 
| at Worms; yet was he kept ſecure by Gods good 
| Providence, till he' had FulfilPd-his Miniſtry,and 
Fini|hd the Work his Father zave him fo do 

Living to the Age of Sixty-T hree, then Dye 
in his Chmacterical Yeur,Bequeathing his De- 
teſtation of Popery to his Friexds and ' Followers, 
with this Verle. 


? 


—_— 


| 

r | : 

| | Peſt eram Vivks, Moriens ers Mors tua, Papa. 

} 9fL3 115 Sit S- . 

d | rope ion 11 Living, frop*d Romes Breath, 1 

F Lo Epgj4h L Ae dnl be Romes Dearh. ?- 
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1 The (5th,) Marvelom Remark, was; That 
ot One of gooſe Fhree Angels, (forementioned) 
10 Wit, Waldus, \'Wickiiff, -and: Luther ,, ſhould; 
Dye a Violent Death ; Gonlidering the Rage af 
| Rome and Hel{- againſt them. all , That They 
ſhould all Three Dye quietly'in:their Beds in 
the midſt of their mortal Enenyes , to whom 
they all Three were ſo miſchieyous, was little 
below a Miracle : Well; therefore are they 
Named Aore than Men, even Angels, Rev. 14, 
6,8, 9. Bloody Rome may Murder Mer, ' but 
cannot Angels. \'Now when the. Lord raiſed up. 
Luther (the 34. Ange!) to thruſt in his ſh 
Sickle into the Harveſt of Reformation, Revel. 
14. 14, 15. and began to-Reap Rome, which 
was now ready Ripe to have the Seaven Vials of 
Gods Indignation powred,down upon her for 
the Wine of her Fornication, wherewith ſhe had) 
made {fo many Nations Drunk; then Rome Ra- 
gedwith.her Red Letter, being prompted there-. 
to by the Red Dragon ; infomuch that the Pope 
Roars againſt him as an Heretick, with his' Bull, 
the Experonr (ſtirr*d up by the Pope) Wars a- 
eainſt him.as a Rebell with his:4rmy, King 
Henry the. 8th. of England, Writes againſt him 
with his Pen, for which the Pope Dignifyed. 
him' with [ Defender of the Faith, ] a Tit 
which K.,-Fmes better Deſerved for .Writing. 
ry _ Pope. Luther's Caſe (having all the 
forld, the anany , as weltes: the' Mighty ,.2-. 
gainlt him). frem'd now. Daecae he that 
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COan745m (aid tohim [60 3neo thy Cell,and cry] 
Miferere Mei, for thou'art an Undone Man * 
Yet Behold ! His Work being of God, he wea- - 
thers'out the Point, $prexds the Goſpel into ma- 
ny Lands. and comes fafe to Shore, and Dyes 
£7 peace; (as before) after he had exceeded the 
1> Labours of Hercules, (as Fezafaith of him.) 


Rome farn'd the World, the Pope tam'd Rome [q great, 
Reme RuPd by Power, the Pope by deep Deceit : 

Bat bow more large than theirs was Luther's Fame, ) 
Why with one Pcn both Pope and Rome doth tame : 

Go Fious Greece, go tell Alcides then, 

His Club is Nething to Great Luther's Pen. 


-" Obſerve again the Foot-ſteps of Providence 
following Luther. The 1ft. Remark, is , the 
Miraculous 1ncreaſe of the Goſpel, after this 34. 
pr, bg Revel. 14.9. we Read of another An- 
get, v. 17. and of another Angel, v.18. and of 
Seven Angels too, Revel. 15. 2. ſuch as Mev 
lantton, Zuinolins, Zanchy, Beza, Maylorat, &C, 
and above all, Calvin, who at Twenty-Five Y, 
old, Writ his Inſtitutions, (to Mall Rome mth- 
all) of which Book this High Encomyum is 
glyen. | 

Prater Apoſtolicas poft Chriſti tempora” Chartas, 
Hui peperere Libro Secn/a nulla pare. 


” Since Chriſt andthe Apoſtles time, no ſuch 
Book was ever Writ, as Panlus Mejiſſus long, 
ſhace Savg : In #Word, at that time the Lofd 
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Rais'd a whole Army of brave Heroick, and Apr 


pelical Men, or Angels, (as Melchior Adauua 
and 1lyricus , largely Demonſtrate ) at le 
preparing topowr.out the Sever Vials ( being 
the ſeveral parts of the Seventh Trumpet.) for 
the Fall of Babylon , Revel. 14.8. and 15, 1, 
for in. the- xt Angels time Babylon began to 
fall, and ſome Countries did fall off from Rome, 
but when the 3d. Angel came; and with him an 
Army of many other Angels,then was the Tem- 
le (to wit, the Church of Rome ) filled with | 
Smoak,, Revel. 15,8. The Temple (wherein 
the Man of Sin is faid to fit, 2 Thefſ. 2.4.) is 
not now filled with a Cloud, as Solomons Temple 
was, 1 Kin.8. 10. 2 Chron. 5. 13. and as Mo- 
fes Tabernacle was, Exod. 40.64, but with 
Smoak, ( which accompanies Conſuming Firg 
that God is to Babylon, Hebr. 12. laſt, Revel, 
14.11, Pfal. 18,8. and 74. 1.) Denoting how 
the Church of Rome ſhall be filled with Dark- 
neſsand Confuſion, and conſequently with che 
Wrath of God. The 2d. Memorable Remark, 1s, 
the prodigiorfs Progreſs of the Goſpel, which 
came firſt from Fer»/alezm by the Apoſtles, and 
ſo may, well be called the Feruſalem- Artichoke, 
a Ptant that Quer-runs the Graund whereſoever 
it is planted. So was the Goſpel carryed as 0 
Ange Wings wonderfully oyer al the Worl 
at firſt by the Apoſtles, and now again by the 
late Reformers, as by thoſe Three Angels afore- 
fad, Waldu, Wickif, and Liber : was” 
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&f Wrote more than Two: Hundred -Volums 
againſt the Pope before Luther was Born 3 and 
Q. Am, Wife toour Richard the 24. and Siſter 
to Wenceflaxa K. of Rol@mia , by living here 
became acquainted with the Goſpel, yea, ma- 
ny Bohemian Courtiers comming to the Enpis 

Court, conyey*d Wickif*s Books into Bohe- 
2ia, whereby 2 Good Foxndation was layd for 
a future Reformutgon. After this Fohn Ks and 
Ferom of Prague did 10 notably Propagate the 
Truth in that Kingdom, that in the Y. 1451: the 
Church of Chriſt at Conſtantinople Congratu- 
lates the Happy Beginnings in the Univerſity of 
fo and Exhorts them to perſeverance in 

d 


07 , which the Raging Romaniſts ſoon 
rais/d againſt them ; though Q. Sophia ( who 
fayour'd them) had þy her 2dediar:on with the 
King procur*da free Exerciſe of their Religion 
throughout the Realm ; and though the: Popiſh 
Perſecutorscould ſay no more of them than 
this, [ In their Lives they are Modeſt ,, in ther 
Love one to another Fervent, and in their Speech- 
es True, but their Religion is ſtark Naught, 
faith Facobus Leileuſtemus the Dominican : a 
why is it ſo Naughty ? Reinerizs (another of 
their perſecutors) ſhall tell you, [ 1. Becauſe 
of ſo long ftanding. 2. becauſe {ſo far Spreads 
and 3, for their: appearance of Purity, &c,"]; 
Alfted. Chronol. pag. 375. and Jacob. Revins 
Vit. Pont. pag. 141. This Paved the way for" 
the Great Work, of Luther in —_— begun. 

TE Y. 1517, 
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Yan$o7- webich: was Honderfully :carry?d' on 
ft 1n 2 little time) through, all: Germany; 
and ome Forreign Countries, as it were-upont 
«dngels Wings, though by. weak;meany,, yea, by 
calweland croſs mans. (as; here by; Henry the 
Sr&'sScraple:about: his Marriage }). and after« 
wards further promoted 1. by Publick and pow- 
erfyl preaching «©:2by- Printing good Backs. 3. by: 
Tranf ating the Bible into Yulgat, Tongues. 
4«by: Catechiſyg of Youth. 5. by Offering open 
Diſputations., 6. by Martyrologres,and all. this 
wagdone againſt. the Powers of a moſt porenr 
and-politeck, Adverſary, * This: was. ſuch 'al 
Miracle of Mercy, as the former Age Deſpaired 
af;rthe preſent Age Admureth, and the future fol-' 
lawing Age. ſhall be ſtruck, with Aſtoniſhment at. 
TJhe:3d. 4arvelons Remark, was, the Strange 
Removal of Rempra's, Or Impediments; God was 
much {cen-in [Remmovendo prohibentin] rouling 
away the greasr Stones that lay inthe way of the 
paſſage and progreſs of Reformation: :. as ( 1ſt.) 
when all 24ens minds (as it were) ſtood upon 
their Tip-toes, gazing to ſee the Iflue of Pope 
Leo's Rage, and of Luther's Courage.: This Leo 
the 2ctb, Throws . bis 1 hnderbole at: Luther's 
Head it, NE Braves it out.,. bravely; 
(4317-08 6 Mags Ille furit,, eo Amplins 
4g more Mad the Pope 1s in his once: 
 rTegoxs:Peltingmeiwith his Pot+Guns,the mote. 
Contragions J/ant both to proceed and £0 projper.: 
exeupon he caſts the. Popes Bil into the Fort: 


H 
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And Burns it , ſ{ying, LBecauſe thou: Troubleſk 
Chrift, (the Holy One of God) therefore _ 
nal Fire ſhall Trouble thee.) Now while: 
whole World was wondring and waiting what 
all this would end in. Behold Pope Deo (wha 
would haye Thuzderſtruck Luther with his(but 
Imaginary )Thunderbolts)was himſelf Thundets 
ſtruck witha real ove by God out of Heaven, 
He Dyes, and Luther Lives ; He Dyes with- 
oat Comfort; (which Bembus offer?d him out of 
the Goſpel, Blaſphemouſly RejeRing it, ſays 
ing, [Apage iſtas Nugas de Chrifts] Away with: 
thoſe Titles of Chritt : Here be was Antichriſt 
indeed , who had ſaid tothis Cardinal Bembus 
at the Return of thoſe Vaſt Summs rais*d/-by 
his Indulgencies, (the occafion of Lutber*s Re- 
volt from Rome Quantum nabis profuit bes de 
Chriſto Fabula, 'T his F able of the Gofpel brings 
us it much Gain. This Wretch Dyes like a: 
Toad with Earth 19 his Claw, yetwithout'Hope 
from (his Fable) the Goſpel, and bjs Plor(a-+ 
gainſt Luther( Dyes with him,'in Y, 1521. the 
{ame Y. Luther Lives, and goes Reſolvedly to 
the Court at Worms, (as before) and did mich 
Servicetothe Church many(even Twenty-five) 
Y. after. (2ly.) After the Pope; the E , 
| for good Orders fake, not! ſo much , becauſe 
Lords Spirizugtare placed /befure Tempordd , 2s 
becauſe Acceſſarinm ſequitarPrincipale, -*Dhe' 
Popewas the Principal, (in moon. 
aarion) the Emperow was butthe Popes 4veef2< 


ſoy: 
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fory : This Emperonr Charles the 5th. (by th® 
Popes continual Iſtsgations) carry'd an Hard 
Hand againſt the Proteſtants : As to himſelf 
and to his own Inclinations, (Candid enough) 
all Chriſtendom had hot a more prudent Prince, 
yet _—_ Romes Influence upon him, the 
Church of Chriſt (ſcarce) had a forer Enemy 
but the ſame. power and' providenee which had 
removed that great Rub, that great Stum- 
bling-Stone (Pope Leo the Great) gives this 
Great Emperour x. a Diverſion, and 2. a Ceſſa- 
r:on from being the Popes Drudge in perſecuting 
Work: 1. God Diverts him, by his, being called 
into Spasn, te Suppreſs Seditions there,and af- 
terwards was ſo takenup in his Wars with the 
French King, that he had no leiſure to look af- 
ter Zthber, After this, having taken the Frexch 
King Priſoner, he releas*d him, upon Condition 
he would joynwith him in rcoring out the Pro- 
reſtarts ; but God broke this Deſign, for the 
French King returning Home from his Corfine- 
ment in Spain, and Conſedering the Conditicns of 
| hisReleaſe wereunequal,he Confederates with 
Pope Clement the 7th. and the State of Venice a- 
gainſt the Emperonur, who upon his provocation 
Aboliſhes the Popes power(though he had call*d 
Knavehrit) over all Spain, and ſends his Are 
mies againſt. him' under the Duke of Burbon,, 
who Sacks Rome, \Claps up the Pope (with his 
Cardinals) cloſe Priſoners in. the Caſtle of: 
St. Angelo, This: Evil. Spirit (the Lord ſent: 
» 432) | betwixy 


(in 
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betwixt Abimelech and the Houſe of Shackenrs 
or the Romsſh-Church)gave an: Opportunity for: 
the Reformed Religion to get Ground, all theſe: 
Providences did fall oxt rather for the further 
ance of the Gospel, Phil. 1.12. - I might Tyze 
both my Self and my Reader in Relating all 
thoſe ſtrange Diverſions God: gave this Greas. 
Prince from his Doing Romes Drudgery, asSthe 
Avacation he had by the Great Tarks Inva- 
ding the Skirts of his Empire : How the Pro- 
ject of the Interim (which was a Hodg-podg of 
the Romiſhaud Reformed Religion ming}'d toge- 
ther an /nter-Religion, not unlike our Co 
benſion-Bill, the Devil will Compound when he 
cpnnor Conguer },was broken, with all other 

Popiſt-plors by che Patignce and Perſeverance 
te! Proteftams;at Paſſaw's. Pacifical Tranfs 
ation: Many intervenient Croſſes took off his 
Edge : *tis very Qbſervable, This.mighty Core, 
querour (who.in Wageing Fif ifteen Ware, m_ 
tor the moſt part Sac apt <a; toy dv never (ane, > 
in any Undertaking afterhe had ito 
the Duke of Saxony, and the Lantgr 
fas theſe; Two. Pri > wh, 
ants, After-all th a Lan ths tem © 
im 1/2. to-2. Volun orary Cepation.,. for being. 
Wearied with the Worlds Unceſlant Token 
he Diveſtshimſelf of his Imperial Ambarity, 
and betakes him tothe X quot Monafſt 
where the 24. Ceſiation (that 1s 3 Mn 
ſ:izeth ſoon on hw, to Wits Neth. Die, 
" mnens 
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Rerar®:' wes, in Raiſing up Parks 
Promtersiof RtSigion ; God was much ſeen” 
x this 4 Fl dds Xenon ] ts hho Charles" 
thiexrh. Dh rn pbod Ferdinand to Succeed, 
ho bite Shoil's” the Projet+of the. Trom= 
CR [| Curt riapihe Molinntur, ] while they 
yd on their Conſult againſt the S1mplici-" 

og Chriſt, withſach Infinite Guile and Craft, 
a$that themſelves will even Smile in the Tri- 
mtnphs'of their owt! Wits, (when they hear it' 
bt: nentidn'd) as at'd Maſter-Stratage : Ins 
fowtach that it paſled* tn France (on w ih that 
Cofirteel could 'never be I Impoſed)"i in manner 
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good Patriot togs And _ him :A4gtehins, 
_— whom the; Proreftants keyta Fabilag, .in 
Y. 1617, - Andmnot tooyerlook;our own Land 
in this time ;..”tis maryelous; to conſider chow! 
God Uſed Horry the 8th; as.an Inſtrumenthia 
this Works; though He had-Writ againſt Lam 
ther.,. and. Hanak the: Refo med” Religion 
(which;he ſcomfully. calPd . .The New $ 
ms). ha Envyed, yet the Romiſh Religion. ce 
og it. Sarcattically ;- The Old OW aps 
DeSpifed The-Occaſion was;the Bone @f 
tention.God calt. betwixt. Him and tha ex 4 
Clement the 7ih. about the Y., 1521, Aw: 
him in the, Diverce' from his. Brothers: Wit® 
Q. Katherpneghis great ;Sromach not. enduting 
to be cxolſs'd. Hereupon caſts off the Popes Sir 
prem macy\, he. went {© far as would ſerve ky wnh 
Turn, and though he fhill;perſſted in. bg 
Papiſt himſelf, yet commanded!others { 
io Penalties) to be na\Papiſts; and while by 
Six Arrietes,\ (that Whip Ln Six Laſer 
he; on the 0pe þe de of the Hed e Burn'd.\freaeD 
fhants. for Denyang the Bar > > rene 
yet ,0u, #he other ſide of ithe Fiedge be Hanged!: 
Papiſts;f F; Popping high _— -beit4&ods 
rais'd,up-his the 6&&þ, to pungenthe» 
Church from: _—_ tofettle the: Befermrs! 
ed Religion: |. And this ,Serves:dfi Divine Pro 
vidence: towards the” \Enghth Church isivetyo 
Obſeruable, th thongh #etry the: 7rh. Grier 


the BE the Wb Knhers dias 


% 
- 


- 466 5» Proteſtants, defeated by God. c, 33 
Edward the 6thi" Baniſhd hit, and though 
Q. Mfary recall'd him; and with foine Hor-W a- 
ters Reviy*d him ; yet braye Q; Elizabeth fet 
him em apgain', and K: Fames 10 Stabbd 
and Branded him with his Pen, that he could 
never ſince be permitted to have any publick 
Conuntenance, myth leſs any firm Serrlement in 
this-Land. The-5:th. Remark, is, the Marvel- 
ous Preſervation of Perſons, Places, and People; 

from #heutmpſt Craft and Cruelty of their Impla- 
cable Enemies. (1) Inſtances of Gods Hidin 
Holy perſons (as he did Jeremy and' Baruc, thoſe 
Two Innocent Subjets, from their Enraged 
Soveraign, Ferem. 36.26.) from the Hands of 
thoſe Blood-Hounds that Hunted for their ve 
Lives; are (indeed) Innumerable ; even in 
Ages God hath' provided at Hiding-plate for 
ſomeof his Servants'in ſome good Mans Honſe 
or other,'or in'ſome ſafe Zandor other, when 
the Caſe hath been ſuch, that there hath been 
no-Ferce but Flight, no Councel riot Cover but - 
Comrealment to Secure them, as was that Caſe 
of Feremy and Barnc's.' 2) As to Places, I 
ſhall Inſtance onely in'that of Gezeva, which is 

abthis Day but a very {mall place, yet Inviron- 
ed round about wivh' their Inveterate Adyer- 
ſaries;' as French, Spaniſh, Savoy, Traly, and the ' 

Ho: yea, ?tis Barred-out fromall-Aſliftance / 


, by the ; 4 1 Aur of:God:*?tis as 
ſtrangely and firopgly Upbcld"abdDefended - 
| "2 
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as Judea (that Land of Promiſe) was, though 
Surrounced on the North, with Syrians, Aſſyrix 
ans, and Babylonians..: on the Eaft with Moab 
and Ammon : on the South, with Edomand e#+ 
egypt : and on the Weſt with the Philiſtines : 
(3) As to People, Chriſt preſerv*d a Church (6 
ven in the Bloody times of Q, Mary) herein 
Londsn, Congregating (ſometimes 10c, ſome+- 
times 200) to ſerve'the Lord in» Power and 
Purity ; and an Informer being ſent { as our 
Martyrologilt ſaith) to E/py ont their. Liberty, 
Gal. 2.4. and to rake their Nants, 25 Exra 5; 
4.10. yet He being among them to Catch, was 
Catched, and Converted, yea, and cry*d them 
all Mercy : Beſides, inthe beginning of her 
Reign, almolt all the Priſons 1n England were 
become right Chriſt;an-Churches, wherein the 
Word was Preached,, and Sacraments were 
Adminiſtred ; and God had his Reymant Res 
ſervd (in Forraign Lands) for Royal Vſe to 
return under -Q. Elizabeth, yea, and in other 
Nations, (as well as in this) God Reſerved 2 
Remnant for himſelf, even in Spair and Jtaly, 
(both which are moſt Rammsſhly Romiſh) there 
being no fewer than Twenty "Thouſand Pros 
teſt ants in Cevil the Chief City of Spain,and in 
[taly (the very Nett of Antichrift) So be full 
fopr Thouſand profeſſed Proteftants,according 
a Sazxds his'Relation. Thus this: Lily among 

porns, Cant. 2. 2.: is preſeryed by a Afirat* 
\ 2 aper, 40 as what icon nerves. be (wore 
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' ver ſhall be) cut p by the Sword of Perſecuti- 
on, nor Burnt down by the Fire of Martyrdom. 
Behold and Admire the Churches pifture, to wit, 
a poor Helplefs Damofel fitting in a Wood 
or Wilderneſs, compaſſed about with Hungry 
Wolves, Lyons, Leopards, Bores, and Bears, yea, 
with all forts of Bloody Beaſts, and in the 
midſt of many monſtrous and miſchievous 
Men, af! running npon Her with epen Mouth 
every moment and minute to Worry this 
Maid : muſt it not be ſaid, that chis Virgin is 
preſery*d by a Miracle 2 *tis the Meſſiah who 
Reſcues this Maid from-a//thoſe Moniters;Both 
Tzme and Roomrfail for Inlarging upon the 0- 
ther following Famous Remarks, to wit, The 
6th. is the Remarkable Vengeance God hath 
Executed on all the Churches grand Enemies z 
not onely Inferiours, as Morgan (the Judge ) 
who Dyed Raving , Tmwiford the Executioner, 
who Rorred above Ground , Bonner the Bloody 
Biſhop , who was Buryed among common 
Thieves and Murtherers,' as one Hated of God 
and Man : Steven Gardiner, who Dying, out- 
Tagiouſly cry*d out He was Damrd, as well as 
his Tongue (hanging out all black, and ſwoln) 
could expreſsit, and many more too long to 
Relate :'but alſo on Superzors, as Felix of War- 
renburg, Minerius, (the Popes prime Champi- 
ons) Charles the gh. of France ( the Author 
of the Pariſian Maſſacre) who were all Choak 
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of Saints: Yea; and our Q: Mary was not one- 
ty pnniſtd with Barrexneſs, but alſo with an; 
Untimely Death, for Sacrificeing the Lives of 
800 Innocents to her Idols, therefore Q, Ma- 
ries Reign was one of the ſhorteſt of all -the 
other after the Conqueſt, - Bloody ones ſhall noe 
Live out half their Days , Pſal. 55.23, The 
Churches Motto is, [Nemo me Impnne Laceſſit,] 
No Man can be her Enemy, and ſcape Scot- 
free. They may Read their own Deſtiny in + 
that Cap of Trembling, Purdenſome Stone , and 
Hearth of Fire, mention?®d Zech. 12. 2, 3,66 
The 7th. Notable Remark, is, The Churches Viz 
lor and Vittory in all her Sufferings ': her Poſie 
is [ Nec premor, nec perimor,] Nothing Hurt-: 
#th or Hindreth me ;, for ſhe Conguereth , eveit 
when Conquered, her Lord Chriſt overcame. 
as well by Patience as by Power : Oh what a 
Spirit of Glory refted on the holy Martyrs, 1 Pet:: 
Ku ict? pint Tranſported them bes, 
yond themſelves, ſo that their Syffering-works; 
was thereby made as Contenting and Delightful 
to them, as ever their Doing Work, had been,, 
or (which is more)their Rece:ving Wages. would. ' 
be : tis Wonderful to Obſerve, How the F@* 
ar:of the Martyrs; and the {any of their, 
Formeaters, ſtrove together, till both exsz, 
ceeding Natrreand Belief, did breed Wonder 
ahd Aftoniſhjment both in Beholders, and Andi-: 
ors} (ſtill Sazgues Hartyrum was Semen Ectles. 
flay) the Chirch mov, Gromdby every (ena the 
"12: A Hh3z foreſt 
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\. foreſt) Perſecaror, while the Lord ſhortly af 
ter brought their worſt and greateſt Perſern- 
tors (by ſome S1gnal Difeaſe or Diſaſter). to 
the Terrours of Death, and to the Torments of 
Hell, The 8th. and laſt Remark, is, T he mar- 
velous Deliverances God hath given to his 
Church, and Diſappaintment to her Enemies ,, 10 
thoſe Two laſt Centuries : as (1) God Ham- 
mer*d Charles the 5th.to this Frame,that when 
+ he had Aelantton, Pomer an.,and other Eminent 
Preachers in his Hand; he treated them gently, 
Fer. 15.11.and ſent them away,not ſo muchas 
once forbiddidg.them to publiſh their Doctrine 
of Reformation; yea,and he laid down the Em- 
Pire 1n great Diſcontent , ( as Diocl:tian had 
done before him.) obſerving that the Church 
eonld not be ſupprefſed. (2) The.Goſpel daring 
Spread much alt over Germany, under thoſe. 
good Emperors, Ferdinand, Maximilian, Ro- 
dpbas, and Matthias, until 1619, the Feſwts 
Strr np Ferdinand the 24. to change the 
Churehes long Peace into a Violent Perſecurtir: 
on, which was the more Hightened by the Bo- 
Bemis Rejetting him, and Elefting- Fredervck, 
Pabspne in his place :: Now when all the Pres 
tiftans-Princes and People were: wearyed ,-amd 
_ worn outin __ Former 
Guſtavas Adolphus to give them (atleaſt): a 
ſweet Breathing time, and a little:Reff and Ref= 
pite, whoover-ran (almoſt)al} Germuny franr 
the Baltich-Se2 to Idonrz; with ———— 
 Þ roar re © 41" iy rmy 
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Army 1n one Y. and after his Sole;zm Thanks to 
God, he reſtores the Reformed Religion. (3.) 
Though in the Netherlands that bloody butch- 
er Duke De Alva brought the Spaniſb Inquiſiti- 
02, and the Trent-Council Execution , about 
Y. 1570. whereby he made Hayock of the 
Church,like another Breathing Dewil, (exceed- 
ing all 7»rks and Pagans in Brutiſh Inhumani- 
ty) boaſted he had been the Death of above 
18000 perſons, yet at Six Y. end God gave 
him an Ayocation from that Work. At length 
they having ſhaken off the Spaniſh Yoke , not- 
withſtanding all Ambroſe Spinola's Endeavours 
to the contrary) are Declaied Free-States by 
Albert Duke of Awuftria, ſince whichtimg God 
hath had a Nnerous Church there unto this 


Day, maugre the Malice of Men and Devils," 
(4) Though the Church harh ſuffer*d Hard 3 
things in France, ever fince Y. 1524. but more $ 
eſpecially in that Pariſsan Maſſ.cre upon black_*} 


Bartholomew-Day, in Y. 1572. which was In- 
troduced by 'the moſt Diveliſh Diſſinulation 
of Friexdſhip (Popiſh-like) to draw the Gran- 
dee-Proteſtants into the Net :gl he matter of 
this Helljſh Plot was manag'd under a. Pre- 
tence of a Marriage between the Prince of Na- 
var, and the Lady Margaret, Siſter 19'\the 
French-King ; Coligns is highly Courted, and 
Guiſe (the Proteftants Deadly Enemy) 1s Bq+ 


niſ*d from Court, yea, ſome few Papiſts wete ; 


Executed for Aurthering {ome. Proteſtants at 
5 ISS 3 Roan} 
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| - Roan) by the Kings ſpecial Order : yet while 
\ all this Specious Kindneſs is pretended, a moſt 
| Barbarous Killing and Maſſacre is Intended. in 
this Bloody Charles the g9th's Heart, by whoſe 
Commiſſion above 30900 were Murthered tn 
. Three Months, ſome ſay 70coo: yet God was 
not Silent at all this prodigious Villauy , but 
comes forth as a Swrft Witneſs to take Venge- 
ance upon thoſe Horrid Murrherers : as 1, + 
on this Bloogy King Charles the 9th. in the 
Flower of his Age 7at Y. 24) God ſtruck him 
(as before) with ſuch an Erruption of Blood 
out of divers parts of his Body, inſomuch that 
he (who had lately Wallowed in the Blood of 
Proteſtants) was made now to Wallow in his own 
Bloed , and ſo was Choaked. (2) Upon the 
Bloody Duke, God paid him home in his own 
Coin, for as he had got (the Admiral) Colignz, 
&c. Decoy?d into a Snare by a pretended 
Courtſhip for their Deſtruftion: So Henry the 
. 34.(who Succeeded Charles the gth., did In: 
vite the Duke of Gui/e and his Brother to a 
Erreoty Conferrence, and there commands his 
uard to Kz/ them, for Curbing him in his 
& Nngh Ip. (3.) Upon all the Chief Perſons wha 
' * had been Imployed in ts Bloody Maſlacre at 
-- Pare, and other Places, whom Gods Provi- 
. i - fence: drew forth to the Siege of Rechel, where 
\ -TÞEy receiv*d the Reward of all their Wicked: 
-- nels, as the Duke D* Aumele and Coſſezns, the | 
Field-Mazſhal, (who firſt Entzed the Admi 
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ral's Lodging,) Three Maſters of the Camp, 
divers great Lordsand Gentlemen , 60 Cap- 
, tains , 60 Lieutenants , 60 Enfigns , 20000 
common'Souldiers, all Cut off at that Siege, 
(beſides Gods Judgements on the Duke of 4- 
nou, &c.) whereas the Beſieged Rochellers 
were miraculouſly relieved by a Shoal of Shell- 
Fiſh caſt upon ebe:r Shore (never before or af- 
ter ſeen in that Haven) at every Tide, and the 
Siege was as marvelouſly Raiſed by an Editt of 
Peace , procured by the Ambaſſadors of Po- 
land ;, and to this Day God preſerves his 
Church there in her Being,though he ſuffer hey | 
(out of his Unſearchable Wiſdom) to be now 
much-Impaired in her Wel-beizg,notwithſtan= 
ding the many Eds of moſt of the Kings to 
the contrary. (5.3 Such Inſtances might be 
given in many other Lands where God. hath 
been Teaching all-Tyrants the Nature of 
Chriſts Church, How the more they 'Spurn a- 
gainſt it, the more it Flouriſheth, the more Ao- 
Jefted, the more Multiplyed : to Name no more 
bur our own Land, *T is very Remarksble, that 
ſince the Royal Laws were Enacted for Eſta- 
bliſhing the Reformed Religion here by K. Ed- 
ward the 6th. God hath Laughcd all the Romiſh 
Plots (for recovering Us to Popery) to Nothing, 
®Tis True, Jr met with ſome ſhort Repulſe and | 
Repugnancy in Q. Xaries Reign, yet God made . ; 
it thereſore but a $borr Reign, he Immediately-- - 
brought hex ſer ee to the Thronks © 
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F Whoſe Reign was (almoſt) Ten times longer 3 
and wherein it Appeared that the Good Cazſe 
of Keligion had loſt no Credit by Q, Aarres 
 ſhorc Oppoſition, for preſently the Goſpel was 
Springing up and Spreading it ſelf to many 
Lands beſides our o'nn) in nep Day : none of 
the. Popes Nuncio's did ſhe ever ſuffer to ſet 
Footirg 11 Engl-nd, which Sped the better for 
it ever after, ſhe Baniſh*d Popiſh Tdolatry, and 
Reſtor'd the Reformed Relizion, tor which Pope 
Pius the 4th. Deſign'd to Excommunicate her, 
but that was pnt. by, by fome By-Reſpedts ; 
yet Pope Px the 5th, did it by a Bull, which 
Deſperate Felton fixed upon the Bp.-of Lox- 
dons Gate, where and for which he was Execu- 
ted. and the Popes Bull was ſo Baited by Bp. 
FFwels. Pen, that his Unholy Holineſs Dared 
not to Reply, yet had he his Unholy Hand in 
moſt 'of the Treafons againſt Her , when he 
iaw his Bull proved but a Calf : However, 
{ through the Popes Influence ) Innumerable 
_ Plots and InſurreCtions were promoted againſt 
her Perſon and Stare, ( which all ended with 
the Ruine of the Rebells and Plotters ) the 
greateſt of all was,that Spaniſh Armado (which 
Was ftiled, Jnvincible, but proved Yincible., 
( notwithſtanding the Popes Bleſſing upon it) 
to little-purpoſe, and his Namemng Fweve of 


| His preateſt Ships by the Names of the twelve 
 Apoltles, x e, for God fought from 
mth a Scattering Storm, 
-* Cinfomuch 
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(inſomuch as they Blaſphemoully ſaid,God was _ * 
turd Lutheran) andthe Queens Fire-Ships 
Fired them, her great Guns Batter*d them 1o, 
as they were beaten, Home with both Shame 
and Loſs of the better half : in ſhort, for Gods 
protecting her, for her protefting the Nethey- 
lands, for procureing a Sertlement to Henry the 
4th. of France in his Kingdom;(until he turn'd 
Rom#niſt, and then was ſoon turn'd oxt of his 
Life by the Romniſts,) for quelling the Jrifh 
Rebells, for Conquering this (ſuppoſed) Un- 
conquerable Armado, &c. She was highly Ho- 
noured both by T#rkand Pope; the proud 7ark, 
Deſired her Amity by his Embaſladors, and 
the proud Pope, (S:xtzs the 5th.) whom Bel- 
larmia ſagely Cenſures ghus at his Leath ; 
[ Quzntum Sapio, qumtium Capio, Dominus no» 
fter Papa Deſcendit in Infernum ? ] Oh Strahge! 
how can Holineſs (of his Holineſs) go to Hell: 
Yet this ſame Pope (as bad as he was) could 
Commend Q, El:iz.2ab:th for an Excellent Go- 
verneſs , yea, ſhe became Renowned throughout 
the World, as the Glory of her Sex , and the 
Luſtre of her Land, and a Poet tiles her, oz 
Earth the firſt Virgin, (or Chief, as ſhe was a 
' Queen) and #x Heaven,the ſecond, nexttothe 
Virgin Mary ; yea, at Venice ſhe was tearmed 
St, Elizabeth , whereupon the Lord Carleton 
(Engliſh-Embaſlador there) ſaid, Although 
he were a Papi/t, he would never pray to. any 6, 
ther Saint but to that St, "Elizabeth : — 
EF 
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her Zeal for the Reformed Religion Sainted 
and Renown'd Her moſt of all. No ſooner 
was. K. James come to the Crown, but the Ro- 
»1an-Conclave Conſult againft him : Pope Cle- 
. ment the $th. out of his Clemency had ſucceſs a- 
gainſt Henry the 4th. of France, and hopes for 
the ſame againſt King James , by InterdiQing 
him from the Crown without his Licenſe, but 
it proved not to be at the Popes Diſpoſal , his 
Gowty Gofs , or Toes, ( which Arch-Duke 
Maximilian could not Cure by Kiſling them) 
ſerv'd to carry him off the Stage, after Warſor 
and Clark, (Two Prieſts, the former Leſign'd 
tO be Lord Chanceloxr, &c. juſt as our preſent 
Plotters had Diſtributed Honours and Offices,) 
with others (ſome of good Rank) ſeduced by 
-them, had Complotred againſt this King , 
knowing his Ability to Maintain the Truth of 
the Goſpel againſt Popery ; but this 1/4, Plot 
being Blaſted by the Execution of the Two 
Prieſts and their Complices. The Conclave pro- 
jects that moſt prodigzons Plot of the Gun-pow- 
der Villany ; Pope Paz! the 5th. employ*d Gar- 
net the Jeſuit, Caresby, Piercy, Fanx, and many 
other Cronies to Blow up the King and whole 
State inthe Parliament ; but this 24d. Plot was 
Blown up ( it ſelf ) by a blind Letter , which 
maryelouſly brought all to lzght ; and though 
afterwards, this ſame Pope by his Breves, for- 
bad that Allegiance (whuch the King juſtly re- 
quir'd of his Subjects, yet his own Zearned Pen 
7 Re Rat Cee on inn I 
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d;4 ſo Vindicate his own Undoubred Righr,that: - 
is Holineſs ſoon Declin*d the Encounter, yea, 
and God made Uſe of this K:ngs Pen and Pow- 
er to Baffle thoſe two leſſer Games of Socinus 
and Arminius :; How God hath likewiſe Con- 
founded (hitherto) all the Popsſb Plots, both in 
the Reign of Charles the 1ſt. and of the 29. (as 
yet) may be better Remembred (it being yet 
freſh in the Minds and Memories of many ſtill 
Living) than can, be fully Related, In the 
Reign of King Charles the 1/t. the Conclave 
of Rampant Jeſuits ( thoſe 'Cup-bearers of 
Romes Wine of Fornication , and Froggs go- 
ing out to the Kings of the earth, Revel 16.12.) 
had their Conſult to bring Brittany to Baby- 
lon , or thoſe Three Kingdoms into Confuſion, 
as thzy had done the Palarinare, Bohemia, and 
Germany, &c, Hereupon Card. Barbarino diſ- 
patches Cuneus (the Popes Legat) to London, 
and joyns with himan Aſſiſtant (one not onely 
bred upin the Romiſh Church ; but preferr®d 
in it, and promis*d greater preferment upon his 
Diligence 1n the Deſign) to Reduce thiſe Three 
Realms to Rome; In Order hereto, It was Re- 
ſolv”d, that the King, and Arch-Biſhop ſhould 
' both be Cut off for Standing then in the way of 
that Work, This Cunexs ſhowing to His Aſſiſt 
ant an Indian Nut ſtuffed full of the ſtrongeſt. 
Poyſon, and Boaſting , they would with that: 
Diſpatch the King,as Fo done his Father, 


The Horrible Nature of this Bloody Plot, God, 
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- - 'ftifo Home'upon this Aſitants Conſcience, 
that he had no Reſt from "his Remorſe, until 
he tad reveaPd this Damnable Deſign to (the 
Q. of Bohemia's Phyſitian) Andreas ab Habern- 
feld, that he might Diſcloſe it to (the Engliſh- 
Embaſſador at the Hague) Sir William Boſwel, 
who Informs the Arch-Biſhop of it, and He 
the King; this was a moſt Admirable A of 
Dwvine Providence , that this Aſſiſtant (ſent 
from Rome to be a Principal Promoter of this 
Helliſh Plot) fhould be Over-ruled by Almighty 
God, '( throngh his own Remorſe ) to become 
the Prime Diſcoverer, not onely of the Plot it 
ſelf, but alſo of the Perſons, Places, T ime, Me- 
rhod, and Manner thereof, as Dr, Habernfield's 
Latine Letter doth fully Demonſtrate : Faculz 
previſa minus ferinunt,, Darts foreſeen (it warily 
hind) are Dintleſs : ?Tts true, Previſion here 
(not Rightly Improved) was not Prevention, 
neither of the X:ngdoms Xſery, in thoſe late 
Gvi (Uncivil) Wars, nor of the Kings Death, 
at which a Grand Jeſuit Trinmph*d, ſaying, 
Now 1s the Enemy of God, and of his Church 
: yet-the Lord preſerv*d- his Church in 
ſpight of the Devi]. ' Now in the Reign of 

_ KR# Charles the 24. that the like Damnable 
Deſign hath been Hatched by the ſame Heads, 
Hearts) and Hands,tis ſuperfluous to Declare, 
ſeeing therebe-about Ten ſeveral Narratives 
he of; (evenÞy ſuch as ſhould haye been 4c- 

» Nether and this ſo confirm'd by the Kings 
g*s | | many 
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many Preclamations,by the Teſtimony of Twa 
ſeyeral Parliaments, 'by the Sentence of ſo may 
BY Judges ,;andby the Executian of fo many 
Platters, &c. - The like Miracle of Mercy that, 
made R emorſeto Difeover the former hath done 
no leſs in this larter,and'to Dzfappornt hithertg 
the Popes Defognzi rhough, He, hath Depe'd the 
King as an Heretick, ſent, Card; Howard:te 
polleſs (for him)his Confiſcate Kingdoms, & 
yet ſtill the; Church is Aarvelowly preſe 
yea, Undoubtedly ſhall be ſo; though this Df 
eovery (through! Male- Adminiſtration ) may 
cauſe the Church to have many Sharp Throms 
in her Travef,. (as in the former). before bY. 
can bring fort,the Man-Child of Refarmations, 
Alas! the Child4s.come to the Berth , and 4 there 
is not Strength re bripg forth, A Kin- 19. 3... Hex 
vens Hands will Hep at a Dead. Lift ;. Whe 
Man ends, there, God begins, Pfal. 21.13, Mus 
more_might.be; "Added, were there not a [gfe 
me Tangere}in me Caſe : Controyerſal Try 
ſeldom goes.without a Scraxch'd Face: - I;ſhalf 
Concludethe;Hiſtorical past wth ſome, Me+ 
morable Remazks. (3) 1ihe:Zape (whois, 
Devils By-blow) was Woxtliily Thruft Gig is 
England, (av he way alſq out. of France, 
Arragon,)34 being faid © - þ him, .'That He 
liken Cans rn Sb \9F:like'a Snaksg 
gy om.: 3g e, 
bs an Arr: ito res = ay 
ie Dazined :ohie Zoo of 
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hot ſo much'behind him , -as he carry*d hence 
to Rome with him, or ſent thirher before him ; 
but at length this 4ſe caſt her Rider, and 
would no Jonger bear his Burdens : - One would 
think England(e*re this) ſhould be fo Awaken- 
#d; and made Wiſer, than ever to become the 
Popes Aſſe ary more. A 24d. Remarkis, Thoſe 
Princes, who have Truſted God with their 
= and Lands, and kept Rozye, &c. at Di- 
nce and Defrance, hath Speeded the Beſt, and 
Flauriſl?d the molt; and the longeſt, in their 
lar pe Dominions: ' 2. Elizabeth is a pregnant 
- tif ance hereof, who could neyer be perſwa, 
*.” ded ro Favour the Papiſts, (though ſhe was to 
Disfavonr the Puritans) but ſhe ever kept aY7- 
relent Eye over the former, as being rightly In- 
ormed, thatthey Fand not the [atrey) were the 
worſt Enemies toRoyal Power 44 and God Won- 
derfully Prefery'd this Heroick. Lady from- all 
the Romiſh Bulls, Interditts, Poyſonings; Aﬀſaſ® 
fwrations, &c, as before. A3d\ Retnark, 1s, 
Such Princes, as\Relyed upon their own poli- 
tick ProjeCts, (in Conmving at! ,/if not Comply- 
5g with the RomiſFIntereſt;) for'their perſo- 
ny ervation; have ever fared the Wor 
o omit K. James, who (though »ot blown up 
yet was {o- Shake, (as ſome fay;, how True 1 
ow not) with the Powder-Plze,that his (na4 
turally) Timerous Spirit wasdrawn into ſoms 


Commevences,&c. point-Blankuginſt Arch-Bp\ 
Abbo7s-Advice; aad-not long hewer £64 
wil x 
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ken out of the way, by whoſe Hands Godonte- 
ty knows : - But Henry the 4th. of France'is 2 
clear Inſtance, who, being bred up a Prore- 
ſtant , Turnd Papift upon politick, Grounds, 
and being Diſwaded by a great Dake from re- 
Admitting the Feſazts, (which juſtly had been 
Baniſh*d the Realm) he Angrily Anſwered; 
[Give me then Security for my Life.) Hereupon 
he not onely Reſtoreth them , but Demoliſherh 
the Pilar Erefted in Paris as a Standing*Mo- 
nument of their '7reaſons againſt their Sove- 
raigns, yea, received them into his Boſome, 
giving them his Palace for their Colledge, and 
(in a publick Speech) ſaying, That nA were 
Timithys iti the Houſe,Chryſoſtoms in the Chair, 
and Auguſtins 1n the Schools, &c. But-what 
was the Iſſue ? Thoſe Timorhys proved Jude?s, 
thoſe 'Chryſoſtoms, Cataline*s , and thoſe Au- 
guſtins, Aſſaſſins : one of thofe Slaughter- 
Slaves Stabb'd him in the Mouth, another in 
the Heart : Thus things, Men Fear, come yp- 
on them by truſting their own Politicks mote 
than Gods Providence. Laſtly., Other Nations, 
that have ſeen ſo little of their Wiles and Wick: 
edneſs, have ſeen enough as nat to triift them, 
as China it ſelf, God forbid that We who have 
Fele {o much, ſhould See ſo little as now th bg 
Cheated with them , eſpecially, after ſuch, |; 
Chain of Providence link*d together (on WAKE 
we may Haig our Hope) for preyention ther» 
vf ; ls Word, Gods Words: his Wit, and 
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| Will is his Work, , and. neither Man nor Devil 
ca Diſappein it : The good Lord give ſtill 
more vinceing Proofs of his Proyidence. 
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' I Aving ſhown How it hath been with 
the Church from the Beginuing of 
the World to ths preſent time, let 
ine now make a ſhort Inſpeftion How it ſhall be 
with Her until Time ſhall be no more, but rurn- 
z4into Eternity. - A Narrative hereof cannot 
'Deduced out of any Chronicle or Hiſtory, 
either Civil, of Sacred) but out of the Apoca- 
e or Revelation, Which Book is a Maniteſta- 
tiot of many Myſteties by the A{cdiatonr, to 
 Fah#}, who had. Mend, of. Chriſt ſhew?d to 
ts 1a Ph rye itto. Th rch what 
y $ (hon tly came to paſs 
go and 4, I; And. 1 WERE 16, 
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aones Prophecy ofthe C 
I efier C WW oo . 
Daxiel was efore 


to to his i aig fohanrroch both of them Dix rl 
ing how God would preſerve his Church 
inthe Wor ; #4 imes of Apoſtacy ; both under 
Antrochus before Chriſt, _ under Amichriſt 
after Hm, (as 1s aforeſaid) and that in no 
Ape, ſhall ever the Gates of Io revail inſt 
the Church, Matth. 16. 18. on which both ther 
Books be a Conſpicuous Comment. 
| 1 have already ſhown how Fohn*s Seal-Pro- 
cy,and his 7rumpet-Prophecy,hath had their 
pee Accomp liſhment in our ore-gom Apes, 
and how T:me (the beſt Expounder of Dark 
Prophecies)hath twrned thoſe abſtruſe Mifteries 
into plain and legible Hiſtories. Now I come 
pnto the Book-Prophecy that Uſhers 1n the 28 
Trumpet, Revel. 10. 2. 7. and 11: 15 
the Sever Y;als (having the Seven la#t Ph 
which are the ſeveral parts of that 7th. = 
pet, Chap 15. 1: 7. Hero (for breviey® $ -) 
take thoſe following Famous Remarks, 
(1ſt) is, The Church of God is always Rn 
{ome ſpecial Prophecy, Promiſe, and Providence 
and therefore is her State ſo ſtedfaſt and Un- 
moveable,as the Mountains of Braf,Zech 6. 1. 
neither Aen nor Devils can remove her, Pfal. 
125. 1.2. The 24. Remark., is. The Book, 
(which made Yohn Weep) is cad, F &:8xhv 
Lrp22 310i yoy ] A Da ”y ſome Bulk and bj ad, | 


tele a vT w 345 1 es 
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# 


and the great Concerns bf the Six” Trumpets. 
within, it Kev. 5, 2., Bur now, when the'Sea/- 


Prophecy Accompliſh in its Events; as 
likewiſe Six parts of the Trumper-Propheey, 
tis call'd, [&/aagior aveoy voy, ] el of 1s 
a double Diminutive, ſignifying a little, little 
Book, 6r a very little Book: containing onl 

the , Seven. hf Plaones ,. whereby Gods Kft 
Wrath ſhould be filled ap ont the Antichriſt ian 
State,and T ime ſhould be no lokger for him, Rev. 
.k0.42, 6.7, and 11, 15. and 15: dba! 
34. Famous Remark, is. ſuch is Chrift?s Com- 
paſſion rathisCburch and Choſen, that in the 
worſt 0 times e leaves her not comfartlefs, Joh. 
34. 18. But Secures Her (from Swounding) 
with Soyerazgn Cordials, as ( 1/t.) He gave the 
Comfarts of the Fifth Seal, and the Interceſſi- 
on of Chriſt, (giving Acceptance to that 
Prayer,Kev. 6.10) Ch. $ 3. under theEvils of 
the former.and following Seals. (2/y.). while 
. the Church lay under the W:o-Trumpets,Chriſt 
gave thecomforting Viſion of Revel. the rot 


"where the Churches Redeemer isRepreſented | 


. as ſupream Lord 0 Sea and Land, an{that he 
ſets his feet(asa Conquerour) upon the Neck 
of that Double Beaſt , the Politicall (Riſing out 
of the Earth) and the Eccleſiaſtical ( Riſing * owt 

" of the Sea) Limiting the Time, and F ing 

7 


1 Tf had all tHe Sven Seals upon it; 
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& 34” Hb emo, 488. 
rho Leaſe of thaw: , and 
neo ieCeveh, and Lane its eferoe mn bis 
Layiyfothata lows at _ 
ho Andand by 


(nor whar Arkh) We thi 9ly 
the Dragon, Fart: 'T14.] hrs 1s. Jet 


gal: Wio- ra onto 
Chr bckf 


11; 


Thei4b rk at \4s% The bit <6 legle Spokin 
the Hand of Chriph ſhewcth,, thatheh 
a little. more Work 30. do'in the Horld af 


Seal and Trumpets Prophecies be L Chriſt 
hath then-but a few: more ito \Accomns 
pliſh; to wit, 3.' The Calling and Converſion. 


of the Jews, 26" Abringing 1; (atleaſt a"few 
more,)or the Fulvief of the Geritslesj:03/%/ The 
Pulling down of the' 'Kingdom; af Autichriſt 
4 The ſetting wp hit own Kingdom above all the 
—_— dans in the World; Now the 3doof theſe 
works of Chriſt (the-deſtraftzonof.the Beaſts 
Kingdom)'mult be done'by the 77 lai Plagues, 
Ng » Ee Cor periting World) to be 
ent Or g. World) to 
grivuc Wien fat worſe Pheghes re- 
for the*-Branded | Bond-Slaves of the 
Beaſt. ivr Hell; and inthe World ita come: The 
_ Sever Golden Vralslets fall (as-it were) only 
the Leave of rhe/Wrath of God,- yer ſo, as 


om_— ta Deſtroy.them as with ſo many 
F 112 Hail- 


| She Seriptoresfraghecy,” cap 
rio onkeus ; but the while-Treet: 
boſe obeten af: 
tera ur th Lfinele- call'd thief. 
= pr uri * ;out;1n-thekeA 
T ind Porwded 
py 
fees —_— mia gr: 
_ Andas\ the 
OI 
ro 1.2, De Gees lene p Pliguet 
\ thie:Doable Beaſt ghat riſes qu: of 
wit, ne 
ERR is {/ Thalll a, 
x ” x thi $ I fc 1 
-Chap:$idndyt Shes $#hi Me” 
| 3 15, The! piling Hownf! "the 
Beaſts ,which is the-3d. = thoſe four 
few Works, my Herein'the Serces and Order: 
of NS Iny 7 OEehithe Ths. Cory b 
out e that is; upodl the 
Popes eergh his Signiatiz'd Slave 
wr rn TED 
Devils to wit; e 
th 6 Reformation The 24, nponthe Nee chat 
Tor Poyiſh Councils, {eſpecially that. of 
ie) Mk Pretats Ran 2s Revers 1H 
oj Confulted how-to Retard the: 
= with their Deadly Decrees! rhert, 
which'occafioned many toDye to ——_—_— to 
Caſt off the Roman Tokes i The 3d. the 
How: their Brackiſh Clexpp,, cm 


$34 Theyriptere- nw 
theSziof K lally the: 
ated rc rlrery far 


of Nitlons)/ fore bre Wort RIG — 
De: the «oh I 
Papa, the uw minary of- abdout 
+ rr} ing 
Spin hack gl gin t and'Si —— 
Mm of the' z and not 
only 657 but. lh oths Indies Freaſare al+ 
P&after the yrÞþ10r Abſolute Addnarchy, (as 
| France d6th now; but _ Word.of -Gods 
{TPerp uſt be Tex Korns) Way-lays thaw, 10 
that Oz#Horniganios.lick up theme. And 
who cannot but Wonder to dhow.much 
thi Spletidor of that *Lummary 15 naw Ecdip- 
{cdbyan I» op3how the Legs; whereon 
hey age 0 fi Batel (or Babyloniſh Beaſt) ſtand- 
h; dv'now Clairand Knock orie 4- 
RENT cnn CL rar ( rence) 
the Cathblzel,” (of Spin)! under bis 
TOS Garaddn'sahny OG 
nsTo PTrockleundec bn forhat 
a 7 Hom of the Beaſt, "ry as _ 
widwith a ber ac 3 nana 
makes them Gnw their T por nee: 
{3 Fax did, when taken, ride \[b.was. 
Go, but the Devil; that brought aud 
bs bt a_ Ponder Treaſon): on-the 
Th 4 mp | #9373 Gghibe Þ 
one e Reaft, (hich che\Dregor bat 
ih bim, Rev; 13:2;) this Cad he 1igrrother 


-1I 13 than 


3 ThGorrptauteP rophrty. Cs 3 47 
- lian Romy fUrdkbre Chriſt ſpeaks withovt, 2 
Pardble.rchit ei It may-be'; Eanſpicuans.ta 
o_ > comfian'Eye,! which of the: * Vialsavo 
hoo, and WHAT. Vichwe no! 
Live vir: Denbſl > yet. this: 13 Loma 
Coty eb Trumper placed: affuri+ 
_ hiviMarped Throwr, Rev. 9-1. £ _ 
the Ky frbEBoioanleſ. i adihis iGirdte)-ſa 
the 516114 D: bon tuthythbogh not De- 
ftroys himy fot the\ Beaſt tsxreferved fora worſe 
Ruine Afi his T hrone { Rojre) be Rained, Ch, 
17 :ant 18; His Throne oh Seat - ( Rome) ſtral] 
firſt be Ruined: This: ig: 10: Plain; bokit fron 
the Stbyls. Prophecy, 4 19BgoOW 3: 
S070 YT mvice&\ inf PS 29966] | 
bb 9766 Cilmreguaſ Free wam ROMA! 
1 \ 20) \vsl (\fmiſſes y 
Ard:fom the Univer ILSS, > eP 
that,\ thoygh Rome: bene dent erg 
cakew bur byethe Gas, Þut anchor be 
 richysftiari, 1chath been. males Arty t0.8 = 
barons Nations;and never Was: efeerhgn by:ar 
ny;who Fook it, it-not; and. aſwred/ "ene ifhall. 
taken agaii.ſhortby ro pwrpoſe;: This is:Ganfel; 
fed b Flint of the very. Feſwits", ( Bellaxmin, 
Fibers: Mcafur, &c;) wha begin to egy» 
LD-Rome "vTY &: de PapeiExalio - 
Komes Rune, _ avd the Popes' Baniſhmant.. 
= - Ribera Faith, that > tim ENqr folgm % 
Impictatere, &c.J] not only: for ht 
ls inpierytios alſo for herJate niquityanet 


- 40g - CY! 
he | + A ko an : Horrible Fire » : this | 
plain ayd Evident, (' faith Hc) that” he wi 


needs be a Fool that goes but about to TOP, - by 
Oh that God would por at into the; "Lat 


ſome of thoſe TenKinps, to Loath, hex So 
burn her for an O!d Stinking Band, 351 15 ap 
phecy*d of her. Rev, t7.” 16. 1, ora't bio 
ma Lupanar ; tis now becyqme a grbat B 

Houſe, having this Brand: 


Rama Vale; Vidi, fats eſt Fidife? bi B2 
Cuz Leno, ant Meretrre, fcarra Corgays erb, 


| . Vile Rome Adiev, I did'thee View, Jr 
"Rathence no'more will ſee, 


oe d/. Pi:mp'or Punk or Jade. or 7 _ pw” 
k Yo Refoby JIT-3 RSS, : 


"chal hb yy cook! it, -anit We 
Burnt it, had not hi; Sonltiers "0 
by an Over-ruling Hand '@ 
was tot then come FR the 15th: Centut 0 hey Fe 
niquity was not then full * And 'Lews the 12th; 
of Frante (being axcgmmunicated by Po we for 
fi the 2.) bid defiance'to his yy Fr 

oyned Money with. Ro JE tPIOſ 
5 ylonem,) 1 will deftlro E 
further this preſent. Pilnk-Ks ing, *, Ton 
14h.) God may pat's ET his Heart ro fo, WW 

yer know not, eſpeciatfy(1) 1 If the.cofcert] of 
7 (Which is ' 2 Key 1 ro Italy; BY Cprirth 

H 4 


y"The Seripture- Prophecy, << 34« 
i into G reece) do Revive and Succeed. (2) if 
we 65 Foes op /t of ne Fe i ef Nh for 
W ee my LD:{covery of Antichriſt, 
Tem (3) Ie Rev: I "16. be meant one of t he 
dochically, as J#ds. 12. 7. 2 Chro 
atth. 27. 44 the Thieves mocked, 
a0 ne of the Thieves, Luk.23, 39.50 Cities 
Ie epulchres;for one of the Cities and Sepul- 
cw. then this Martial French-King ſtands 
faireſt ofall the Ten Horns in our Day. to dg 
to Rome what Attilas (that Scourge "f the 
World) did, tho according to the Polliticks 
of France) he be now Rough:to the Hugoners, 
- 2-4" eemA to be to the Patriarks ,. Gel. 
42. 7...His Severity againſt them may be on- 
ty to Avoid Suſpition of Herefte, . Hereupon 
- the 5th. Vialis Safſared and urther and ful- 
d in Kcyel.,Chap. 17. and Ch. 18 
1 the great Damnation of 1he 
Where is Angelscal and. Fam, eli- 
ing wi much, perlpi- 
pr the rey Fe Wor htned with that An- 
co ory, Revel. 18, 2, ey aber 
ng ET of that ER, Re Fame: ris 
"062,85 4/4» [8 Prat Fur 
| Ry hy ung Rite ſhall be Manifeſt to ill 
1699 = ns Was 2 y Fo * 
1649..W eters Image(in Peters 
5 had a Maſſy bang fell doyn, up 
Eee only knock'd the Keys: out 0 the L 
mage” $ "Hatids. but fo ſhatter Ithe Image * 
1. 


c. 34) The Scriptare-Propbecy. 491; 
its ſcription, that not a Letter (of thar S6n« 
rence, whereon owe goa her Claknywas 
teft Legible, fave only, TeLaificabo" Eccleſia 
am; 1 will build my Church,which might'teith 
thoſe Popelings.it ſhall be done on the raines-of 
their R#ren Title, How much more ſhall th> 
Remiſh Religion (which is but an ſmage,a mew 
Shaddory and Ceremony) be+ Broken all'td 
pieces, when the /itrle Stone (cut out of thi 
Mountair (of Heaven) without Hands) doth 
fall foul upon it, Dar, 2. 35: 44, 45. 1f Chef 
once fell upon Rome with his 'Whole Weiphr; 
he wilt ctufh :r to pieces, yea, Grind it 4 Pads 
der. —_— 21, 44. The Elder Rome Is, the 
baſer;as ane of her own Sons( Theodorst Vruar) 
faid Y. 14.14. fadly of her; That of Gold ſhe 
was becore Silver, of Sitver lron, of | tron 
Earth, [Sxptyeſſe , mt in Stercus abirety] Whe 
would turn next into. Dung, to be caſt our ta 

the Danghill;, She is now come to her Toes 
Clay, which while part of Troz did no leſs thay 
Stagger. When Phillip the Fair K. of France, 
(not many Ages ſince) broke open the-Gares 
of Rome, Demoliſh'd the Walls Diſpers'd Hit 
Cardinals and Citizens, yea and Doomed” thi 
Pope to aDark Dungeon, and Loading” kim 
there with pany Scoffs and Curſes t” Thiswis 
Boniface the $ch, in the 12th, Centery And 
the Realm of France not, many Years firice;was 
ready to Shake off the Papal Yok:, and tout 
rag Axh-Biſhop of F=rges (4s rial/ighoplt 
A” 


496 > '.v 1e SCIPLUN Ee 1 pag C, 34s 
Parriork's) beeanſy Gregory the 14th. would 
WMRRvnciled ano/deny the 4th. of France 
RO,\pOL when heryn'd othe Romsjh el: 100, 
And had -not the Pepe haſten'd his Benedictiqn, 
the Paricament of Paris (which: burnt the Popes 
$44 bythe Hants of woHlangmpn Nutter 
lywithdrawn-from'the.'Vaſlalage. of. Rome ; 
Ye& our King He:ry the 8:h. and. the French- 
K27, (a little before their Deaths( were at a 
potnt ro change the X{;þ jato a. Communien, 
and.to:have Roored out the Prelate of : Rome 
out-of both their Fealrms ; and they were ſo 
thravghly re/olv*d therein, that they meant tg 
_—_ the Emperors.Cqncurrence, or Other- 
wile'tobreak off from his Alliance. Acdt and 
Adonum.Fol, 1135. if Rome ſtagger?d thus at 
thet thme, ſurely-4_ rela Sweat Sands upon all 
#he 1;3mbs of the Beaſt at .this time, when. his 
Toes of Clay caungt long ſupport hli;;; and 
how far God may Honour this Realm toward 


Romes Ruine, wo knownot, ſeeing, it 4s the 
firſt that ſhook,off the Romiſh Tck;, However, 
_ as ſure as Rome, 'Heathen is Deſtroyed, ſq 
ſhall Rome Antichrift:an ſurely be, Chriſt (the 
#rue Fehoiada( will caſt this Whore Athaliah) 
out of -the- Temple, and Burn her for an Old 
Bard, hecauſe ſhe hath Burne the Seeg;Ro)l, 
pu down Krgs at her pleaſure, IMurp'd the 
Government of the Church, ſer up Altars and 
images to. Baalimand Aſbrareth ,, to He- 4nd 
She-Saints . and call'd them . Traing's. who 


would 


The Scripture prophecy. 
FM ſet the Crown on Ghriſts: Head, t 
Sgints will. regoyce., 2 Chron. 23. :21- 
18. 20.. The: 6th. Notable Rk Fi 
6th Vial brings in. Ccnverſion tothe Fe 
foon as tn $thY:al doth þ ing.0n Confuſuontq 
the - Popeleyzs; , The firſt, of thaſe Four £49 
Works aforeſaid, to wit, The.Call of the, 7, 
which. cannot be till Antichriſts Seat 070 
ſtroyed.; 'for nothing doth Stumble _ op 
People at Chr; ſt anet y,mor e than the / dolatry 
thoſe Mock-Chriitians the Remaniſts, Ck 
the Very So 2 ks for their Image-Worſhip io 
1aolaters; and therefore Abhors them for theix 
_ of the 24. Commandement.) Herer 
n. Antichriſt muſt be. removed fromhis 
hrone, before the People of the Gad of Aby brahaoy 
be Fr Fu No ſooner 1s the Euphrates 
a -Babylan Drycd «42 (the Soph id 
oth Merc 1ze muſt. s wilt: 
be ſuch Babies (as Z.. 8. ad) astolet 
Nine Tun of Gold go Yearly hence to Reze 
Peter-Pence, -GC. Lay to looſe their points. 
be Laſhed by the Pope as they had beer, Revel. 
18. 14, Ng. Dqubt but the 5:4 F7al Dryes up, 
and Divertsthe "an La ad of Rome, ( Typery 
es anfht being ſa named, as Rome j5. 
papers Miſtieally) in throwing down. no 
onely fp Ge ca, $ but alſo its Rzches : 
ga Henc2 may we Comfort: 
0g þ at the $th, Vial be Pigs inaſmuc E 
eat of that Plague ha ch glecady Di 


ok The $:77ptare-Prophecy. 'c. 34 
any Golden Streams that ran to Ronis + 
of a Popiſh Kingdoms, the: Ten Horns of 
Beaft; but now (praiſed be the Lard) none 

of choſe Ten K; A EE oene Sparn and Ital; 2 | 

bo they have alſ (tore or leſs) Diyerted th 

Fnvizates of Rome, and turned the Vaſt Riches 

d Revenues ( thar ran nals vthither) to- 
wards the Maintenance of Godly Schools and 

Colt reaching ; when Liter. 1 Babylon Tj 

' & Drought upon her Warers Jerem. 50..38, and 

her Paſſages were ſtop, Jeremp, 51: 32. She was 

Fo, foqn afcer, 2ccordingly Kome'(that My- 
el Dbon) wall hor be Sat Bad and Rans> 

, hl this bein 1 fore-runner -of it. 

r ſtill cn hath the Eaſtern Say 
{he Tk.) to,Tread down under the 6th 
2» Which p aceth aS vin Grand 'E 


Ba i he I aber 7 on Ya 

{ik+ 41 «Doh ER Infivente of thie Teſs 
ro0s 5 comin THe out” o "hw Moths 0 te 

Drats 707 » Zeaft, an eek Revel. 1 


12. I 1 c Deſt bes 2196 4 To 'Chirhes E 
et £4 C if &/} Vf True, ror Vi ral ls 


_—_ 


ot * Rotne P) ine b that 

ff | ro the has Anti T 

xconr, and Gog (the Pope ode dhe 

 £ brift, ſhalt joyn- with A Jr $7 the £2! 

| Se Oyorr and LE E: I's 2s the | 
ames do fipniffe fore the &h. 


pow 


9-34 The Scriptere-Propheey. wigs 
oured out-upon Exphrates',. of - Turkiſh En 
_ to dry.it up ſo far that. another Army < 
New Chriſtians (the Converted Jews) may 
make War againſt the Beaſt alſo; Their cony 
yerſion is Hindred by a Dewble Barr. 1. The 
Popes —_ ' 24 The Tarks Inſolency : Now 
as the 5th. Trumpet brought on the former bar, 
ſo the 5th. /34l takes it off :; and as the 6h. 
Trumpet {eton the latter barr, (by looſing the 
Turk from Exphrates. Revel..9. #4.) ſo the 6th 
Vial carries.it off, by drying up bis Enphzates 
or Empire, that the way of the Jews may be 0- 
pen to Chriſtianity, to Canaan, and to the Bat- 
tel at Armageddon. Here © Note (1) the 
Fews are calld Kings of the Eaft. 1 Chreſt mar 
keth all Chriſtians to be Kizgs in general;Rev. 
1. 6. but 2, Thoſe Converted Jews in ſpecial, 
Ha: 24. 21.22.23, Where (upon their Con- 
verſion) they are called Kings. 3. Then ſhall 
the Kingdom of Chrijt be moſt Gloriouſly E- 
retted among them, Zech. 12, | 8. and they 
Reign with Chriſt, Zech. 14.6, 7. Iſa. 60.20, 
and 62. 1, 2, 3. [of the Eaſt,] becauſe they 
(molt) live there, in Trkey, Tartary, (the tes : 
Tribes eſpecially,) and China, which is call'd 
the Land of S:nim, a. 49. 12.01 Shinar,Zetb 
F- 11. (2) That the Jews ſhall be Conyerted 
in the latrer Age, both Old and New Teſtam. 
foretell it 3 this muſt be under the 6th 7alfor 
under the 7th. Vial, A# # done, Rev. 16. 17 


both the dHLyſtery of Iniquity is — 
E 


Ws Thegritive- Prophecy. & 34 
the Myſtery of Godbvrief is ther Accompliſhed, 
2. Their Converſion & Deſcrib'd with the ſame 
Phiraſe of Drying wpthe River, Ha. 11. 15. 18; 
(5) The Hebrew Phraſes, (uſed; here and no 
Whereclſe) as Armageddon, Rev. 16. 16. and 
AMtelujah, eV. I9: 15 1. 4. 6. (where the 6th, 
#ialis reaſſumedand further explaied)doth 
ſhow-that the Jews are come in and-joyns with 
the Chriſtian Gertsles in praiſing God for the 
Ruine of Rome, -Chri/t Command to praiſe God 
for #r, Ch. 18. 20; the Gentile-Churches do rea> 
dily Obey, and crywith a great voice, | Hallelu> 
Jah, ] Chap, 19.1. This Awakens the Dull 
Daughters of Jern/alem, (eſpecially the Yoict 
of the Lamb, ver. 5.) to ſeek. their belcv:d with 
hem, Cart.5.9. and'6. 1, Then comes the 

\ Fewiſh Church out of her opened Grave, Ezok. 
37. 12, As the Morning, (out of the Eaſt, and 
after a long Nighs) Cant. 6. 10. out of Her 
Wilderneſs i She is ſomewhat moved and mol- 
tified by the Two firſt Hallelujahs, v. 1. 3. but 
more by the'3d.-wherein the 4 living Wighes, 
and the 24 Elders joyntly and publickly ſoun+ 
. Yedtheir Hallelujah, v.q. yet moſt of all by the 
Lunibs voice was ſhe rouſed and raiſed from the 
'Dead;*rwas Chriſt that did powerfully pull the 
Vailfrom off her Heart, v. 5. ſo that now ſhe 
-Jjoyns with the Gent:ile-Churches in the 4th. Hat- 
"telwjahy to'Concelebrate that great Mercy of 
' -Romesruine, (whoſe /dolatry had long been 
:hert Stumbling-block;) Now all the Saints wat 
<4 an 
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013457 The Seriproveuproghery ” 
atidiGentile) joyh with oneconfent to pras 
the Lord, v. 4 ins 'tiscalld the #oupi 
Multitude of many: Waters, and of ons 
bunders. Thus the Believing Gentiles 0 
they areabletp bring Chtiſtiinto their Aſdebuvs 
Houſe, the OB5f Church,)\:Cant. $.-4-The 
GentileChareh wasCanceived in theChainbers 
of the. Fewiſh, John 4.22. And.nowthe Jeiifty 
Church ( 2 long Divorce) hath:the[/Rabes 
of # bride beſtowed on her Chap. 19. 8. thats 
conjunQaion with the Gentile-Church,both. may 
be Married to the Lamb ;z and becauſe-Chreſt 
will not Marry this New Brac, but as a:Con- 
queronr, - nn Is his Conquelt related after 
the Conquerour is Deſcribed. v. 11.20. Chriſt 
Drew his Sword, when he began his War a- 
gainſt the curſed C anaanites, Joſh. 5. 13: 14- 
andhe will never put up his Drawn Sword till 
Fe hath made all his Fots his Footſtocl, The 
Dragon. cannot prevail againſt Michael our 
Prince. Rev. 12. 8. Here the Bea5#(that bears 
the Whore) & tak:ng (notwithſtanding all his 
Fraud and ForceY*and with him the Falſe Pro- 
pher, and both caſt Alzve into the Laks of Fire 
that buragh with Brimſtonc.,, (which is the maſt 
exquiſite and moſt unquenchable burninghRev 
19. 19.20. The Beaſt (in reſpect of his Civil 
' or Temporal power( and the Falſe Propher(in 
reſpeCt of his Spiritual or Eccleſraſtick power) 
makes up one Antichriſt, whom Chriſt as ſoon 
as he comes into the Field. Conquers, [Penits 
iaity - 


\ The Serpptore-Prophrefi c,: 34+ 
Kidits/7a6it;3 Carches, Caſts him away, with: 
Indignation, yes;\comes upoit him as-out of 
anEugine, whulc he is moſt Secure ard inſulting 
(when he faich,7 ſitas a God,and fall ſee no ſor- 
xow,'Ch, 18. 7.) and hufls hit beddlong into 
Hell;zwhere he _— burninf for burning 3 
a3kt hath bwrae AMrve many of Gods Martyrs 
with a : al Fire, fo he ſball be burnt alzve 
himfelf with Erernal fre. And the Kings that 
are; Antichrift”s Auxilaties with their Armys 
ſhall be ſlain with the Sword. v. 21. at Armaged-> 
don, (which ſignifies a Treacherns Army,or an 
Vnfortanate 7 roop, . or tather a Mountain of 
Aten cut in pieces, as Siſera's Army was at the 
waters of Megiddo, Judg. 5. 19)Kevel: 16: 16 
Theſe are notſo deeply dainn'd as the. Beaſt, 
&c. yet are they made a Prey iO the Infernal 
Pitters. The 7th. memorable Remark. 1s, the 
Tth, Vial, which is pouted out pon the Arr, that 
© bs, onthe Kingdom of Satan that Prince of the 
Air.,who had hithertb upheld the Beaſts King- 
dom. Now, 1t ts done, Ch. 16; 17; to wit, the 
Dragons os Devils Deputy ( Amichrift, Chap. 
13. 2,)iS Vxdone and-utterly Deftroyed.Note 
{1:)the /xftruments of this Deſtruction, Heaver 
and Eearth conffire _ for that Work, 
v. 1142)The Object of this Deſtrudtion is the 


whole Amichriſtian Church and State, ver. 19- 
the 1ot whereof is ſaid to fat at the riſe 
of the Witneſſes, Ch. 11 13 here the nine parts 
- , temaining do fall in a Tripartite Raine, This 

vir 1h oth 
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The $criptare- Prophecy. 499 
vake, pulls it al into Three pieces, and 
- rate places and People aro ERber 
NO Eanded, whether cantineat | 


C 34. 


Co 
Converivd or 


Countrays or Ifands, See Exch. 5- 13 12-Lech- 
and Chap 


Y 1:4" 54 POE: 3 but as ri 
heix S8ubarn Tngerupency » 

chambngcd bieees Jail-FHones 

or 


14+ 4» F+ Dine may F{ce pegs 2 
briſk 


ay Rees in Fraxce, yet marveloylly. 
Proteſtant Care there withaut1 


or bigger 
this 1$ "ef eh 9c 
Rake on the Head, &c.) That the 


Prophecy: of the th Ypal(porred. ous on the Hin 
i Kanno ew: 20- bo (36 B gb ang 6th 
Kials are, Qb- 27-39 19) hat gun con 
ſont of the Learned, though many of 
cancesve, "tis more than-an many OH Ree 
tow afvbungs formerly dove. yet we may (with 
Wany,orhers) WE Candlude that it is 
4, ws on ET come; conſiders 
5962. (433k Vifeon, 20. 
EH «19+ 39: '24-7 aff-20 
wa yy ee h. Fa 1.16 
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Naas (both; /iperial and'Papal) Ai | 
and undef the Dragon, Rev. 13. 3.Ch ved 
deed) fonght with the Dragon and FoiPd hith; 
Ch. 12. whereupon he Reſigns his Throw and 
Power to the Beaſt which his Maſters work. 

throughly, Ch- 13. till the Lamb conquer'd & 
yo him znt6 the Lake, Cow: 19. Till thefthe 


es on was not only a - 1 but alſo:an 
In 


ator, Hiſſing on t þe Beaſt to his Beaſtly 
gonrd2ach fie beafth Wages, ſlaughter ar | 
NOWERect the Tudgment of the 


ein thar'#f the Dragik the Maſter of his 
py ere (3) As the 5th. at is Reaſlumed to 

— of Rome niore ' fully afte#;/ 
Ch. 15.18. andthe 64h. Vial that of the bag 
#fter that;Ch:"19. So this 2th that ; the yas" 
£97;(who ſet theni on workch' 20.for © wouls 


be lr Yo relate {6 largely the: r1wine of 
the ZnjtRuntenies dtd tofay nothing of the Prin- 
cipal Agent * Onr AGchael hath lomething to 
fay toaeiad with the "Devil, as well as ro'and 
with 2 ; to wit;' (2) iSomething” before 
the 1000 Y. when a 'Doom is © 
Fino Far rr 


wh 
| Fewed Euke GY He ſe « $equpon 


| = abroad might wot a. 


he , 
.” 


" Co 34+; , Thit Scraptwre- Prop or 
for a 1000 Y. Rev. 20- 1, 23+. Whete the 
Church hath as good Security for along-laſting 
| Tranquility, as Chriſt (who keeps the Exſure-, 
5ng Office) can poſlibly give her. (2) Something 
after the 1000 Y. when he wat looſed:for- a little 
[eaſon, v.3.7.to Engage Gog and Magog (or all 
covert and evert Enemies)in aWar againſt the 
Church,v.8. g.then Fire from Heaven falls up+ 
on the Devils Army, and conſumes them in the 
very Attempt,and theDevi((himſelf)is Arreſt- 
ed the 24 time, and then caſt into the Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone , ( whither the Beaſt and 
Falſe Prophet were caſt before)there to be Tor- 
mented for cver, Whence ho ſhall never any more 
be Jooſed to Torment the Church efcer this : 
Thus as the Plots againſt the Church did begin 
in the Devilch. the 1/t.of this Church-Hiſtory, 
ſo they all End in and with the Devil in-this : 
The Gates of Hell- cannot prevail againſt Her'; 
When Pope, Tyrkand Devil,are all goneand in 
Torments, The Church (that New TFexſealem, 
conſiſting of the Converted Jews, and fullnes 
of the Gentiles) remains after At jn a Flouriſh- ! 
jng State,and 1S marry*d as a Bride ts the Lamb x 
Rev.21.7. 22. where the Triumphant eſtate of + 
the Church (after her Militant Eſtate, at -the 
Deſtruction of all her Enemies, is ended) is 
mof# Graphically Deſcribed , z/. Generally, . 
1. by thiz.gs ſeen, at a New 1. Heaven, 2. New , 
Earth,Ch. 21. 1:(3) New Jeruſalem, Deſcenq- 
jns from Heaven, V. 2, and 10. 2. By things 
Hearg 


POIs” "Ine Sorepmre-Prophrty., c. 34: 
wr 4 sf Gods preſence with Meri, Y. 3: 
p Mn removeing all fears. and tears, v4. 30; 
of making all things new, v. 5. 2ly. More 
Har, the Tranſcendart glory of the eh 
bath a moſt Exact and Sp 5 Delineation , as 
1ſt. her Advancement above all Hills, ver. 9. 
10. 11. Iſa. 2.2. 21y.her Dimenſions of Lon- 
yitude and Latitude, &c.v, 12. to 17, 2ly. her 
rich Materials of Gold and Jewels, v. 9g. to 22. 
a . The Confluence of the Gentiles to this New 
eruſalem, V. 24. 26. = 60. 3. KC. Fly. re 
Aﬀinence and plenty of all things that ma 
the Chuych-State Happy, Typify'd, 1 whe by the 
River of living Water .Ch. 22. 1. 24. by the Tree 
of Lifey a Type of Chriſt that bedreth Frut e- 
very Meth; v. 2. 6ly. The Perpe twit Y of this 
Happy Eftateywhich is "Alu Svited, > 1/ft. by a free- 
dom from all Evil, net only —_— Sorrow, Death, 
&c. ch. 21. 4- but alſo 1. from Danger, v. 25- 
2 from Sin, y. 27. and 3. fromthy Curſe, ch. 
22. 3.and 2(y. by a Fruition of all Good, 3.an 
Immediate communion with God and C hriſt, who 
will be 1.4 Temple. 2. a _ ch 21. 22. 23. 
3- A Throne, ch. 22. 1. 2. to this Holy City, 2 
A Beartificah Viſion of both, They ſhall ſee the 
fce,&cw. 4.As the former Evils ad d:jtarb?d, 
fo thoſe Good Priviledges will preſerye the 
Churches peace to perperHy. 3. yea, to Reign 
« * for Ever, ver. 5. F inally, Fhoſe few Remarks 
ſhall ſhur up the whole. 
'T The fr. 15, The marvellous Mauiteſ- 
tation 


b E. 34. IK RESrrr Ys 
tation of ChiiHfls love 19 kirChorth, iti reanel- - 
Ing to her [the Fata Eccleſia? allthat ſhould» = 
fal het in all Apes tothe exd of rhe World, this 
be doth di her Prophet and Mediator,ch. 22.16 
Ny. That what Chriſt revealed herein ſbould 
be Written - {Litera Scripta Manet] for the 
Churthes Comfort at Chriſts/cammazd, chap. 
21. 5. and 34: 13. and 19.9. The Spouſe hath 
the Heart-love of 'Chriſt with her, better them 
Dalilah had Samſons,Judg, 16. 1 5.and therefore 
ſhe ſhall know (even o«t of bus Fathers Boform, 
Toh. 1. 18.) all that is # ku Heart, and have 
it alſo under his Hand upon Record, as Het 
3ly. That this Writing muſt not be Shut up, 
or Sealed, (as Daniels was, Dar. 8. 26. and 12 
4- 9. till 300 Y. after)for Sealing is concealing, 
but here John 5 bid, Not to Seal this Prophecy, 
(as he had the Seven Thunders, Revel. 16. 4.) 
Chap. 22. 10. becauſe the Time was at Hand, 
Jevr all this he muſt not Monopolize to Hime 
ſelf, but fhew them to Chriſts Servants, Rev. 


bt 

4ly. This Prophecy i faithfal and Trax 'in 
all its parts, Ch. 22 6.28 much as the Hiſt 
(from Geneſis to this Revelation) 15, and as ſure 
as the former part of this Prophecy (in the 
Seals and Trumpets) is performed already, fo 
ſure ſhall the latter part (of the Vials, and of. | 
the Brides Marriage) be Accompliſh®d alfo ; 
The Scripturc-Teſtimony of it ſelf © truc. 
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o "THE SEEN PropBecy. C34 * 
-\ gly.: This Prophecy Symbolizeth with that; 
| of Ezekiel, who links "mk End bath a Re ſur- 
refton, Ezek. 37. a Gog and Magogr, chap. 38. 
and 39.and a New Jeruſalem, eh. 40. _ for- 
ward : So in the latter end of the Revelation, 
{here i. a Reſurrection, Ch, 20. 5. a Gog and 
AMagos, v. 8. anda New Jeruſalem, ch. 21. and 
22. Andas ſure as that was fulfil®d (in part) 
by Ezra, &c. ſo.ſhall this be. \ 
-.6ty. Th Book; as it was laſt Writ , ſo it 
contains a Revelation of the whole Will of God, 
- concerning the-r:ches of the Church,as well as 
the Ruine of all her Enemies : as *tis ſaid of 
the latter, [_It done, Rev. 16. 17. All the 
Churches Foes are Undone by the 7th. Vial, So, 
| y/the former, [_It is Done,] Ch. 21. 6. As to the 
Riches and reward of the Righteous , Christ 
ſwore, that Time ſhould be no longer, Ch. 10. 6. 
7, to wit, of Declaring (beyond the 7th. Trum- 
pet) the Execution of thoſe Divine- Myſteries, 
(1)the call of the Jews, Rom, 11. 25, (2) the 
Fullnefs of the Gentiles, Eph. 3. 3.4. 6. (3) the 
| Kingdom of the Saints, Dan. 7. 18. Rev. 20. 4. 
and 22. 5, (4) Al Kingdoms of the World be- 
come Chriits, Chap. 11. 15, - 
ly. As we are not to expect any New 
. Revelation , (no more than any New Goſpel) 
ſo we ought only to beleive and pray for the 
« Accomplifhment of all that is reve4led, being 
- .allured (from Treth it ſelf, Rev. 1.5. ) that 
” (1) he who was the Alpha to confound the 1/t. 
= a Plot, 


E34+ :, The ScripturesProphecy. "5G 
Plot, Gen. $ will be the Omega wo Contarth 
taſt. Rev; 22.:13 (2) che Boos of the of the 
that gave their power to the beaſt, ſhall 
their glory to the Church, Rev. 17. 13. and 2. 
24. (3 > The Brides Feaſt and Felicity ſhall 
be, either in Heaveras Piſcator,, or on Earth 


as 'Alted , or in both, .2s Perkins ſay : *tis 


go vod in either place , Refer that to .ma- 
ing a Common and Conſtant 'Cry $ Come 
Lord Jeſu came quickly y to accompliſh aff that is 


Unaccompliſced , * T hs 1. 10. 10. Ker 22. 20. 
21. .$L 
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d. PEG or ct her FS Weil on 
Earth , till he come to Heavez. 


3. A Proteſtame Antidote againſt the 


A \ Chryſtial Mirrout , Or ChtiRfan- 
Leoking-Glaſs ; diſcovering the Treas 


ſen and Tieschery of the! Heart. 


. A Diſtin& Diſcoutle and Dilcovety 
| and Period of Antichrift; 
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6: A Stixch'r Book in Three Sheets upon 
the Blazmng-Star. 


iis Compleat and Compendtous 
Chr wy. 


